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t THE TMORTAL STORM "
A History of Sclence~Fiction TFandom
By Sam Moskowitz

FOREWQRD (From FANTASY COMMENTATOR)

For som¢ reason unlknown to this writer, it is uswally customary to
preface a work of this length and scope with a tedious editorial
discussion of itfs intrinsic importance and the qualifications of the
author. To me, it seems tnnecessarily rcdundant to indulge in a
symposium concerning either, Lilie any other historical document ,

IThe Imnortal Storm” will be judged on it!s own merits and on these
also will the reputation of itls writer rest; they and they alone are
the criteria., Lest this give the impression that I purposely refrain
from giving a positive opinion in advance, however, let it be positively
stated that I believe it to be ono of the most important works ever to
have sprunp Ifrom the ranks of fantasy fandomww-and did I not consider
it outstanding, you would not now find it in these pages. More need not
be said; for, as Johnson once remarked "Those of the reading public are
the wltimate judges: if they arc pleased, all is well; if they are not,
there is no point in telling them why they should have been,”

~~mef, Langley Searies

"The Immortal Storm! originally avnpeared in FANTASY COMIINTATOR in serial
form, Copyrighted 1945, 1946, 19h7, 19L8, 19k9, 1950 by FANTASY COMMENTATOR
for the author, Sam lMoskowitz, This limited edition of 150 copies was
produced with the express permission of the auwthor, who retains all rights.
No portion ol this work may be reproduced in any form, except brief passages
embodied in critical reviews, without the permmission of the author,

Typing ond mimeozraphing by: G.M,Carr, Richard Frahm, Wally Weber, Bob
Johnson, Burnett Toskey, Ian Macauley, Joe Christoff, Kay and Henry Burwell,

Assembly and binding by: Kay and Henry Burwell,
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INTRODUCT ION

Followers and glorificrs of the fantastic tale like to think
that they are differcnt, that they roprcsent something new on the
face of the earth; mutants born with an intellligence and a sense
of farseeing appreciation just a bit higher then the norm. They
like to belleve that their counterpart has never before exlsted,
that they have no predecessors, "Io one," they say, "has ever
secn our visions, drcamed our drcams, Never before has man's brain
reached out so far into the limitless stretches of the cosmos a-
bout him",

Rut facts belle thlsg assertion of nevness. Sincc the dawn of
timec man has woven his fantasles, fabrlicated his gods and their
imaginative orizins, told tales of things beyond the range of his
genges, The 01d Testament contains not only the fantasy of Adam
and Eve, but rorc than one out-snd~ouvt ghost story as well:  The
Tliad and The Odyssey, two of the greatest of anclent works, are
forthright unblushing fantasies. S0 1s Beowulf, the oldest writ-
ten sage in English.

For ages man lived in a world wherc he was a slave to the
elements. Hls own achicvements were by comparison.crude and imma-
ture; hls every liviag roment was subject to the blind caprices
of fate. Yot unnaturally, he dreamt of greater thlngs. At first
his achievements were limited to dreams, and to dreams only. And
in fantasy he created wonder=-lands of magic carpets, healing po-
tions, and all thc other requlrements of a luxurlous existence,

He held little hope of ever cncountering such a 1life, but in
these visions he found escape from his mean, primitive world. It
was not until man found himsclf capable of transforming drcems in-
to prophecy that he wrote science-ficticon, For science-fiction was
prophccy. And, belng bascd on extrapolations of known theories,lts
possibilities were subject only te the decgrecs of factuallity in
its groundwork. The only difference between the sclence-fiction
fan of today and the Homer of yesterycar is that the fan of today
knows there is a8 sufficiently large kernel of truth in hls dreams
to make them possible of realizastion---that the fantastiec flction
of today ray wcll beforme the fact of tomorrow,

When one secs his sketches of flying machines, parachutes,
submarines, tanks end guns, and realizes that he knew the dis-
tant sters to be suns and postulated the existence of other esrths
1t 1s difficult to beliecve that Leonardo da Vincli was not a
science-fiction fan. Nor is one inclined to doubt that Gallleo,
constructor of the first astronomical tclescope and promulgator
of the hcliocentric principle, was also a devoted follower of ex-
trapolated science. For then, es now, c¢very great new discovery
posed & hundred more unanswercd riddles, And there came the day
when not only acientists, but wrlters of flection suggested possi=~
ble explanations. Sone of these read like fantasies--=~ yet at the
core they were but oxtrapolations from a basis of fact. They were
scicnce-fiction.,

Collectors of fantasy books point proudly to thin, battered
volumes in archalc type dealing with such plots dealing with such
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plots as imaginary voyages to the moon. The earliest use of this
theme that we know of dates back two thousand years--~-but who can
say wlth certainty that Tuclen of Samasota was the first to write of
1t? Andsince his day many hundreds of booksa, now old, have scen the
light of day~-=-fantastic flights of fiction now gll but forgotten,
meny, possibly, recorded in no bibliographical list. What numbers
have been ground up in the passage of time? Somebody musf have read
them, collected then even=«-followers of sclence~flction you and I
will never know,.

Great authors could no more help being lmpressed by the forward
rush of science than could the man in the street. Science-flction
and fentasy ar¢ liberelly sprinkled through thelr works, and scarcely
a single comprehengive anthology of short stories will be found ¢to
lack one having such a theme. Notables ofno less a stature than Edgar
Allan Poc¢, Rudyard Kipling, H.G,Weclls, VWashington Irving, Iark Twain,
Fitz-Jamus O'Brien, Guy de jaupassant, Stephen Vincent Benet and
Nathanicl Hawthorne have found this mediun far from unsatisfying, nor
have their readers been overly critical of their writings in thls
vein,

And yet today, wlth many of the past's basic story-conjectures
being realized, 1t is fearcd that there will soon be nothing left to
write about., This is the crecd of hide-bound, conservative hack-
worshippers. Many scilencc-fictlion publicationg have fostered such =&
belief by sacrificing their product on an altar of sensational come-
mercielism, They have banned all but the stercotyped plots, they re-
ject every new idea and novel twlast as too radical, The fantastic
complaints they utter would never heve been voiced in the "new policy"
days of Wonder Stories or in the heyday of Astounding's "thought-
variant" issues. In thome times the trouble was not in obtaining
encugh new idess, but 1In choosing the best from those which were sub-
ritted fpr publicatlion. "hen man c¢an no longer think ahead, when he
has reached the linits of higs iragination, he is through. Yet since
each nev discovery opens up greatcr vistas for science to explore,
and since each new discovery is the springboard fror which more, not
less, science-fiction is launched, wc reach the obvious conclusion
that the end 1s nowhere in sight.

Another delusion thet many apparantly suffer from is that
scicnee~fiction is the virtual monopoly of Arerica and EnglanGe-=-
that the people of no other country have ever cared for such reading
matter, But again the facts casily disprove such an allegation. Books
of sclence-fiction have appeared in e¢very nation where a publishing
industry exists, and have e¢ver found a wide and apprecistive auvdience.
Germany has produced literally thousands of them, Japan has reprinted
many of the tales of the popular fantasy author Ray Cummings(Japanese
edition of Amazing Stories). Scicnce=fiction magazines printed in
Spanish have come into the hands of collectors. Wllly Ley has spoken
of a Russian magazine similser to American Argosy using sclience~fic-
tion as a matter of pollcy, that originated in 1907,which is suppoged-
ly still in existence. Science~Fiction magszines have been published
in Holland, Yexico, Canads asnd Australia, The popularity of A.Merritt's
writings is an excellent example of fantasy's international appesl:
they have been translated into French, Spanish, German,VNorwegian and
Russian, elways meeting wilth enthusiastic response. Indeed, there 1is

no questioning sclence-fiction's universal popularity.
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The middle and late MNinetecnth Century saw fiction of this type
appear with ever increasing frequency. Harper's lagazine, The Atlantic
¥onthly, Godey's Ladicd' Book and other maegazines featured 1t consls-

ently, and Jules Verne wrotemany novols having fantastlic themeg--~=-
gorre of which, at the present time, havealrecady become realized pro=-
phecies, H.G.,Wolls capltallzed on tho taste which had been thus.
created with a long series of ergcellent science-fiction novels bhHe=-
ginning with the popular Time kachine (1895). From¢ then on these
tales followed on enother's heels with amazine rapidity, The number of
periodicals printing them during the following quarter of a century
ves stertlingly high. In Amerlca alone Ar§03§,All-story.Munsey's,The
Cavalier, lodern Electrics, Popular, The ack Cat, Everybodvy's, The
Blus Book, People'!s Pavorite, acClure's, Living ¢, Cosmopolitan,
Peargon's, and nuuerous others presented such filcticn with the utmost
regularity.,

Just how much science-fiction fans shaped the policies of these
magazines is problematical; possibly their influence.was greater than
has been realized, However that may be, it i3 cerfsin that the demand
for their specialized product caused Strect and Smith to iassue The
Thrill Book,magazine-~=the first to be devoted in = large part to the
Tantastlic-~-early in 1919, Under the eiturship of Harold Hersey and
Eugene A, Clancy it ren for sixtoen lgsues, WNevertheless, 1t seeming-
ly produced but a negligible effcct on the trend of sclence~fiction;
but as an initial ground-bresker in this country 1t is undeniably of
interest and importance.

Of far more liportance, however, was the advent of Weird Tales
magazine in March, 1923. Despite the fact that its early days wers
rocky and hazardous 1t waa a rcsl crucible of fantasy. Never before,
and possibly never egaln were so many Simon~pure fantasy addicts
united in & singles reader~audience., Velrd catered to them all: the
supernatural, fantasy and science~ficiion tale, eaech was there, But
the task of satisfylng everyone waes no easy one, From its earliest
dayas those who wanted it to be predominately supernstural and those
who wouldhave it malnly scientific waged a bitter struggle for supre=-
macy. It lg perhapsfortunate that the former cligue, supporting the -
more literate school of vriters including H,P,Lovecraft and Clark
Ashton Smith, eventuslly won out. But the win was by a flukes Having
committed itself to the title Weird Tales, little else was possible;
to sdopt a 100% sclence-fiction policy In this guise would have been
shecr sulelde, 8o voluminous were the ranks of the latter, however,
that a concesslion had to be rade tham---and thus it came about that in
additicn to the few(but regularly-appearing) out-and-out scince=
flection tales, therc appeared in these pages that fiction blending the
supernatural with the scientiflic--~thc combinstion so well msstered by
the late H,F. Lovecraf{t end used to a lesser extent by Clark Ashton
Snith and Wictzin Dyalhls. Such atorics as “"When the Green Star Waned!
and "The Dunwich Horror" --- pepresenting this school---cameclosest to
patisfying all factlons.

In the early 1920's, then, simply the reading of a magazine like
Weird Tales wss sufficlent to characterize a man as a fantasy fan, a
rule which held true until st least 1930,

0¥0=0=0=0=0-0=0=0-0
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GERNSBACK AND THE ¥IRST ALL~SCIENCE-FTCTION PUBLICATION

S8ince the turn of the century Hugo Gernsback hsd festured

sclence~fiction in all his published magezines. He wss, rofeover,

the leading advocats of sclence-flection with the accent on science.
Not scientific romances, fantasics, or "different" stories, but sclenpe=
fiction. Prom the time of his eerliest periodicel, Modern Electrics,
through the Elecbtrical rxperimentcr, into the days of Science and
Inventlon he featured his own favorite brend, end won & folLiowing for
ft. He even introduced this type of flction into such of his lesser

lights as Radio News, -
Hugo Gernsback did asomething for the science~fiction fan that
had never been attempted bLefore: he gave them sclf-respect, He

preached that those who followed this sort of reading-matter avidly .
were not possessed of a gueer taste, but actually represented a higher
type ¢f intellect. And he tried to lay down rules for science-fiction,
Primary smong these was plausibility: nothing was to appear in

stories he published thab could not be given o loglesal, scientific ex-
planation. To belster this, Ingeneous photographs and related newa=
paper ¢olunns surrounded the tales, until after a2 time it became diffim
cult to differentiate between tihe l'act and the fiction in ESclence and
snvention,

One number of this magazine, (August,lY23) was boldly levelled
"seientifiction Issue'", and featured nelfi a dozen of these tales, The
results of tanls experiment musthave been gratlfying, for Gernsback
soon soon after clircularized hls resders with en ammouncement forcaste
ing the appeerance of a wsgazine ecntitled Sclentifiction--=~ whereln
stories of the type populerized by his other publicaticns were to
appear, But the response was evidently not strong enough to warrant
going through with the venture, and it was temporarlly sbandoned. A
yeer later, however, deciding that his colned title had frightened
meny likely prospects away, ‘Gernsback took a chance and brought out
Enazing Stories,

‘‘he magazine slryrocl-eted to success overnight. The reasons for
thhis have hever been adequately oexpleained, but what seems most plau=
slble 1g thet Gernsback had been carefully bullding up an sudience for
his venture, one which, on recognizingald0¥ science~fictlion perlodical
for whet it was, sagerly flocked to its support.

Had the sclence-fiction fen of 1926 beon legs greedy Vielrd Tales
right heve been seriously hampered by thls turn of events. Many
reacd it solesly for the occagional sclience-fiction it printed and
notning else, But because of their insatiable appetite they did not
desert Weird Tales, but rather began a strenuous effort to aswing 1its
policy uway fron the supernatural, And although ss a result the maga-
zine dic¢ wveer in the science=flction direction during the next year,
the 2narge wes only & temporsry one, The appearance of Amazing
Stcriss, however, had driven a wedge very deeply hetween the fantasy i
Bn. science-tiction lovers. Heretofore, though differences had ex-
isted. cotn groups had pretty much occupied the same bost, But now
gach had ites own magazine, And the fact that the latter cllique was
by far the most powerful was shown by comparieson of the two psriodi-
cals! circulations.

The appearance of readers! letters in the "Discussions”column of
Amezing Stories marked the beginning of science~fict'on fandom as we ,
know 1t today. The volume and quality of mall received by the aversage I
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science-fiction nmagazine {(both then and now) has alwasys beesn a source
of wonder, eapecially to those outside the fleld. And In the old
Amazing fans were resady and wllling to discuss anything. The eager-
ness with which they prattled scientific tallr was directly traceable
to some scientific fact which had aroused thelr interest in its extra=-
polated counterpart in fiction, Be it astronomy, blology, physlcs or
chemlgtry, they broached some query which coeval science could not
ansvwer, but which science-fiction tried to., And the readers expressed
their oponions on how logically it had been answered.

Nowadays, of course, fans are more interested in discussing
trends in past fiction. But in those days, since a common background
of reading was, theexceptlon rather than the rule, this was out of the
question, They had no magezines, authors, traditions and fanwide hap-
penings to tallt about. If two fans had read a dozen of the same tales
before beconing acquainted through correspondence brought about through
tarough "Discuasions", it was highly unusuasl, end something to comment
on with surprlse. And thus having lititle ground for an exchange of
likes and dlslikes, fans of that decade naturally reverted to scienti-
fic discussions as a natter of coursc.

Amazing Stories! c¢ditor was Hugo Gernsback himself, if anything a
more avid and widely-read fan then thc majority of his reasders. He cone
stantly introduced into the magazine features dealing with his readers
themselves, or those In which they might take part---pictures of the
0ldtst and youngest readers, a prize story contest, slogan and scienti-
fiction emblem sawards. i:ost irportant of all from a historical stand-
point wss the regular appearance of the already-mentioned "Discussions®
colum; since readers’ letbters to the editor were accompanied by the
viriters' full addresses, conrunication between interested fans was
greatbly facilitated,

It was in this manner that Jcrome Sicgel and Joseph Schuster, now
famed as the originators of the character "Superman" became acquainted,
Enthused by Amazing Storles, they presently produced Cosmic Storles
eud fcomic Storicg Quarterly,amateur, carbon-copied publications;thess
ars wue earliest---and rarcest---fan-published "magezines'", Such later-~
acislve fans Raymond A. Palmer and Jacl: Willlamson (to cite two other
examples) also contacted one another through this same medium,

Them occurred an event whose deteils sre shrouded 1n mystery., One
day Gernsback was prosperous. The next he had lost completely his mage=
azine chain and his redlo station, and found himself in receivership.
Though many have speculated on the cause of his financial cristis,
naming frogen assets, family hardships and dishonest employees as the
core of the trouble, the. corplete story has never been made c¢lsar. But
gvervone knew the man was not a fallure, Théir confidence was justified
-¢» U did not take him longto regain a sound financial footing ,
Gairnnaback did so by ore of the most remarkable stunts scen in the pub-
1isnlic geme---an authentic example of a man pulling himself up by his
oul, bootstraps. Edrly in 1929,then, he mailed circulsrs to readers, in-
for:zing them of his ingention to publish a magazine along the lines of
the nowrdefunct Science and lnvention to be titled Everyday Kechanicse
Ldvance subscriptions were asked for. aAnd so fine was Gernsback's rep-
utaiion at that time as a producer of excellent scientific journals
that 20,000 two-dollar subscriptions poured in, it i3 claimed. With
this intake, then, Hugo Gernsback again set himself up 1n business..
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{Hugn Gernsback later clalmed that this figure was exaggerated, and
that 6,00 mlght ove closer to the truth,)

A sphfce OfF science-fiction mageazines followed. Amazing Stories,
whirh hed been taken over by Teck Publications in this interim, found
itself conpeting with Gernsback's newly-founded 8clence Wender Storles
Lir Vionder Stories and Sclentific Detective Storles, Amazing and
Science Wonder issued guarterlies in addition to their regular monthly
numbers, Clayton Publications followed with Astounding Stories late
in the same year. In 1930 Harold Hershey, former editor of Tanrill
Book published two issues of hiracle,Science and Fantasy Stor.ies,
edited by the blind Douglas Ih, Dold and illustrated by hls brovher
Elliot Dold., Hershey ebandoned the publication when Douglas Dold
died suddenly. Elliot Dold later achleved reknown when F.Orlin Trema=
ine brought him to Street and Smith to illustrate for Astounding
Storlies. 4nd to add to the flood Gernsback issued a series of paper-
bound pamphlets of the samec fiction, For the first time scilence-
fiction fane were surfeited!

It did not take long for ecquilibrium to establish itself, Sclen-
tific Detective Stories soon ceased publication, and Alr Vonder com-
bined with Science Yonder wder the latter title. ﬁstoggggﬁg, favore
ing a2 blood-and-thunder action policy as opposed ts the wmore sgedate
offerings of her older corpetitors, appcaied to a new class of readers
and maneged to hang on.

Fost intercesting was the effect of these events on Vieird Tales.
Never independent of those readers who boughtithe magazinc solely for
the few science~filction tales it publlshed, the sudden influx of new
periodicals &l but ruined her. Surfeited elsewhere, readers deserted
tn droves, and by 1931 the diminishing circulation had forced & Dbi=~
minthly senedule of spneorance into effect, Incasting about for some
means to avirt disaster, Editor Farasworth Wright hit upon the plan of
adverilaging current sgcience-fiction of Weird Tales In Science Wonder
eni Smazing Stories. Tales having a n intcrplenctary theme were very
ropu-ar in those times, and by procuring as many of these as possible,
end by printing the work of popular authors, Welrd Teles managed to
reourn to its monthly schedule once more, It should be borne in mind
that a sclence-fiction fan of that time was primarily concerned with
seientific plausibility, and had little or no penchant for stories
dealing with ghosts and werewolves, This is shown today by the great
rarity of comnlete copies of carly Weird Tales numbers--while sets of
excerpted and bound science~fliction storics from these same numbers
are far more commorn, Having once re:oved the stories that interested
them, science-fiction fans of that time threw the remalnder of the
riagazine eway, as it held no interest for them

Tt is no wonder, therefore, that theearly followers of the fan=-
tontic wyore called science-flction fansg. Organization of the fans was

~bgrowth of the professional publications they followed, and these

-~y predominately of the science-fiction variety. If 1s quite true

, forlowers of the weird were also in evidence; but,perhaps be-
coace of personal inclination as well as their smaller numberwy, they
re2ely organized themselves 1lnto any officisl or unofficisl body.
Tzdeed, they remain both unorgenized and in the minority to this day,
Vat because they and their media have much in common with that of the
majority they may be considercd as a part of a larger organic whole,
This group will henceforth be referred to in toto in this work as

i
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Ngoience-fictlon fandon" --- or, more simply, "fandom"; and it should
be understood to include within its ranks followers of supernatural -
gnd fantasy f'iction generally as well as those who Inslst that every
story be "scientifically plausible",

0*0~0=0+«0~Q~0~0=0~0
of T
THE BEGINNING OF ORGANIZED FANDOM

Let 1t again be stressed that the very first organlzed groups
consisted of science-fiction fans. They were one Iin rind with Hugo
Gernsback in believing that every one of their number was a potential
scientist, and that the aim of every fan should not be a collection of
fantzstic fiction, but & home laboratory where fictional dreams mnight
attain reality. Such a frame of mind laid the basis for the Sclence
Correspondenceé Club, an organization which later evolved into the
International Scientific Association (ISA). Such fans as Raymond A.
Palmer ( editor of Amazing Stcries), P. Schuyler Iiiller {(well~known
author), Frank B. Fason, Aubrey Pcbhermott, Robert A, Wait and others
had struck up a mutual correspondence, This prompted Palmer to suggest
the encouragement of such correspondence among fans on a larger scale.
Phus was the Science Correspondence Club organized, The members lssued
a club organ called The Comet, the first nunber of which was dated May
1930, later numbers bore the title Cosmology. The club decdared itcself
to be devoted to "the futherance of science and its dlssemination a-
mong the laymen of ‘the world and *the final betterment of humanity™;
and the third lscue of The Comet sbtated the organ's purpose: “This
issue Lc dedicated to the furthérance of science througn scientific
articles printed in its pages and contributed by 1ts more learned mem-
bers,? The Sciernce Correspondence Club's president was Frank B.
¥escn; Reymond 4, Palmer was editor of its publication, and Ray C.
Falmer the assistant editor and distributor. Honorary members included
such notables as Dr. T. O!Conor Sloane, Hugo Gernsvack, Dr. Miles J.
Erever, 1.V.Schoepflin, David Lasser, Jack Williamson, Ed Earl Repp,
Harry Bates, Dr. Clyde Fisher, and others.

Love of science-fiction was the basic bond that united thess fans
Yet discussions in The Comet were a far ecry to discussions of flction-
----- articles such 8s "The Paychology of Anger," "Chemistry and the
ptomic Theory," "Recent Advances in Television," "What Can Be Observed
with & Small Telescope" and "Psychoanalysis" abounded. As time passed,
however, the non=-scientific note lncreased in volume somewhat, Arti~
cles based on science-fiction storles appeared occasionally. Pro-
fessionally known authors such as P, Schuyler Killer and A.W.Bernal
contributed fiction. Accurate information on German rocketry was
printed under the name of Willy Ley. Such luminaries es Miles J.Breuer,
Jack ¥illiemson, R,F.Starzl and Lilith Lorraine were also represented.

put after a dozen issues had appeared at regular monthly inter-
vals the magazine came out more and more infrequently. At about this
same time, too, a series of frantic appeals to members asked for
stronger support in the form of regular payment of Ques, contribution
of more material and campsasigning to introduce Cosmology to friends. |

In Jenuary, 1932 Palmer turned his editorial post over to Aubrey |
IeDermott and Clifton Amsbury. They in turn attempted to inject new .

1ife into the publication, The news that P.Schuyler }1iller had Dpur-
chased & life membership in the club for $17,50 was offered as bait

“rw
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to those who hesitated to renew Lhelr memherships or who helieved th
organization to be shaky. Despite all these efforts, howevsr, the club
drifted into a period of greater and greater lethargy, until finally
publication of the official organ was discontinued altogether.

Heretofore, Cosiciogy had been mimeographed. In 1935, as a last
effort at revival, the seventeenth (and last) issue was printed. Coin-
cidentally. the club was thoroughly reorganized. Reymond 4. Palmer
occupied the prcsident's and treasurer's posts, Clifton Amsbury became
seceretary, and hcDermott remained as Cosmology's editor. A few "name"
positions were also assigned: Willy Ley became director of rocketry, -
Philip G. Aclterman, director of theoretical chemistry, and Clifton
imsbury, director of anthropology. A new constitution was published,
and the magazine was packed with scientific articles., Once lost,now-
ever, interest could not be brought back; and within a short time the
club passed quickly away into oblivion. A few years later many fans
had forgotten it completely.

Yet by science-fictlonal stsndards the organization was far from
being a failure, Its three-year life had set a mark in club longevity,
gnd its sevcnteen consecutive issues of Cosmology would be ponsicdered
a fine record even tcday, Its membership was said to have neared 150--
----nearly tops, as fan organizations go, By every standard we have
for comparison today the Science Correspondence Club was an eminently
sucessful group that died a natural death when its members grew tired
T 1A,

The reason for thelr tiring of it is not hard to discern. Midway
in 1ts life a new group of fans had arisen and entered the amatesur
publishing field with their Time Traveiler and Science-Ficuion Digest.
These publications talked about science~flictlon itsoll rathern than the
minute details of science invoived in it., And these, aprarentliy, won
tiie fans! preserence. Nevertneless; intercst did not shif®t eithsr come
nictely or inmedialely in thkis direction: 1t was a gradual change, and
thHuse vho preferzed to diccuds sciencs still remained. Inldeed,several
Youts wiser tocre were cnough of them tn reaffirm thelr views by form-
ing the internscional Scicentific Association, But more of this in com-
ing sheviers,

Alinost concurrently with the Science Correspondence Club there
existed an organization known as The Scienceers,which claimed affilia-
tion with The Yosian Society,a world-wide nature study group. It is
this group to which we must glve credit for forming the first true
sclence-fiction club and publishing the filrst true science~fiction fan
magazine,

In New York, the world's greatest clty, fans flourished in such
abundance that it wes inevitable that personal contact among them be
sooner or later made through the medla of magazines! readers'! columns
snd chance acquaintances. And so, learning of one another's existencs,
thls new group sprang up. At that point, too, there was cvidenced for .
the first time that strange camaradie which binds those interested in
this hobby. For some odd reason they seem friends before they ever
have met. By some strange chemistry their mutual interest in feantasy
binds them together as kindred souls. This oneness of mind has been
the topic of much speculatlion ever sincc. Events have destroyed the
allogatlon that science-fiction followers are superior to other men,
showing them to be well represented in the congress of human faults
and fallings, but their severest critics have been forced to recognlze




this mental similarity, as well as grudgingly admit the group to pos-
sess at least the normal quota of intelligence and literary abllity.

Iike thie Science Correspondence Club, the excuse glven by the
Scienceers for forming their club was the intelligent discussion of
the sclence arising from science-fiction, Unlike the former organiza-
tion, however, this turned out to be patent camouflage---for all the
science they extrapolated upon in their rocky three-year exlstance
would make an-exceedingly slim volume indeed., Science-fiction was thelr
forte, and they not only talked about it but wrote and published it as
well as obtainlng lectures for it.

The first president of the club was a colored fan whose hobby was
rocketry, and the Scienceers met at his Harlem home. The willlngness
of the ,other members to accede £o0 his leadership, regardless of raclal
difference, has never had an opportunlty for duplication, for James
Fitzgerald wag the first and last colored man ever actively to engage
in the activitlies of science-fiction'!g fandom. It is an established
fact that colored science~fiction readers number in the thousands, but
with the exception of Fitzgerald, the lone Negro who attended the first
national science-fiction convention in 1938, and the single Negro mem=-
bers of the later grovps, The Eastern Science [Fietion Associatlion and
The Philadelphia Science Fantasy :Society, they play no part in this
history.

iFembers of the original Scienceers included Allen Glasser, tThe
cluo'slibrarian, a leading fan and a beginning author of that period;
lL.aurice Z.ingher, soon to become editor of the now-legendary Science-
Fiction Digest: Julius Unger, the well-~-known fan and dealer of today;
Wathan Greerteld, staff member of The Time Traveller; and Mort Weisen=
ger and Julius Schwartz, both of whom were to make their professions
in the field..

The idea for publishing The Planct, the club's organ, probably
stemmed from the mimeographing of its membership list. The choice for
editor was almost uncontested: Allen Glasser was the fan of the day.
His letters had been published in virtually every fantasy magazine., He
had sold stories professionelly. He was regarded, consequently, as
"the writer" of the group; and he was generally looked up to as having
opinions that merited respect. Hls accession to editorship was therew
forethe most natural thing in the world. And so, with Glasser at the
helm, the first issue of Yhe Planet appeared in July, 1930. In content
1t presaged the balanced geneérality that was to characterize the later
Time Traveller~--~reviews of current professionally-published fantas-
tic fiction in both magazines and books, reviews of fantasy fllms, and
miscellaneous chatter and news about the fans themselves, This policy,
too,remained for the most part unchanged during the remaining five
monthly numbers of the magazine that appeared.

- « At eabout this time Hugo Gernsback ran a contest in Wonder Storles
offering prizes for the best reports on the question "What am I doing
to popularize science-fiction?" A prize-winning entry by Allen Glasser
mentioned his work in the Scienceers, and, impressed by the concept of
enthusiasts forming clubs, Gernsback requested that the organization
seénd a representative to visit him, For obvicus reasons Glasser was
chosen to act in this capacity, and he returned with the startling
news that Gernsback had arranged for a group of authors to address the
club at New York City's Hluseum of Natural History,all expenses paid.

When the day errived no less than thirty-five members had muster-
e¢d out for the occasion. When one reflects on the facts that fandom
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not then well knit on s natlonsl scale, and that years later the same
number was considered a good showlng at the Philadelphia Conference,
thirty~five secems a copious attendance indeced. Gernsback himself was
unable to attend, but he had sent in his place David Lasser, then
editor of Wonder Stories, a man who was later to achlieve national
promimence as head of the Workers'! Alllance. With Lasser was Gawaln
Edwards Pendray, author and rocketry expert; Dr,Willism Lemkln, also

a well-lmovn author, as well as lesser lights of the Gernsback staff,
They lectured eruditely to the Sclenceers on their individuel speclal=
tieg, and finally departed amid much pomp and ceremony. The day had bee ™
been a heady one for most of the neophyte fans, and they wandered to
thelr homes in a happy daze.

At the club's next meeting they were rudely awakened, however,
for they were then presented with a bill for use of the room at the
museun; eovidently Uncle Hugo had had no intentlon of footlng the ex-
penses 8s he had so expansively Indicated. And to add Insult to ine-
jury Glasser himself billed the club for the cost of his time spent
in contacting Gernsback. The ensulng bitter debate es to the leglti-
macy of these debts was more than the conventional tempest in a tea-
pot, for controversy reached such a8 pitch that it led to dissolution
of the Scienceers,

Tt is probably true, however, that this lncldent was not the
only bone of zontention present. Throughcout the club's exlstence mon
minor strife had been occasionally precipltated by that minority of
the membership which was composed of science-hobbylstsgs., It was the
0ld story of the Gernsback l1deal--~all science-fiction lovers were
potential scientists, and should aim at something more than mere en=
Lertalmment. But to the majority of the Sclenceers entertainment was
an . ond in itself, and they revellcd in a frank enjoyment of dis-
cugsing their hobby with kindred spirits. Nevertheless, this differ-
ence added fuel to the already-kindled fire, and did i1ts pert in
producing the conflagration.

Yet s0 enjoyable had been these Informal club discussions that
by twoa and threes many members of like tasts drifted together fre=
cuently, and although the old-time strength never again returned,
fwo individual sections, one in Brooklyn and another in the Bronx,
met lrregularly as late as 1933, Similarly,the fate of another branch
in Clearwater, Florida is unknown, with the exception that This, the
first branch of The Sclenceers was founded by Carlton Abernathy as a
regult of correspondence with the Secretary of the main organization
in New York. Its flrst official meeting was held August 5,1930 and
Carlton Abernathy was elected President, VWallace Dort,Vice President
and Stanley Dort, Secretary-treasurer. There were 8 other inltisl mem=
bers and the club had a library of 126 sclence=fiction magaezines and-
soveral books. Llike the parent organization, meetings were held week-
ly. It published at leat one, possibly more, issues of a four-paged
bulletin titled "The Planetoid", The magazine contalned articles,
fiction end humor. Gabriel Xirschner made am earnest attempt to form
another branch of The Sclenceers in Temple, Texas, but met with fail~
ure .

.In the October, 1930 .1ssue of "The Planet", mention is given to
an organization named The Bay State Science Club which published a
bulletin titled "The Asteroid". There i1s apossibility that thls may
have been, at least partially,an early science~fiction group,

O™ Q0=0=0=0~0=0~0=0~0=0




IV
THE EMERGENCE OF THE TRUE FalN MaGAZINE

Among those fans who had met and cultivated friendship at the ga-
therings of the Scienceers were Julius Schwartz and lMortimer Weisinger.
A8 time was to prove, they had much in common and many latent capabili-
ties., ‘'eisinger was a Jjovial, rotund fellow, possessed of a slight
lisp, who was later to make his mark as a columnist, author, literary
agent and editor. By contrast Schwartz seemed sober, and was a steady
person with a good sense of perspective., Between them they conceived
the idea of remedying fans' apathy since the Scienceers' disgolution
by initiating a fan magazine. Enlisting the aid of allan Glasser---
for they apparently doubted their abilities to accomplish something
creatively successful alone---who edited their brain-child, they cir-
culated an announcerient predicting the early appearance of a publica-
tion of interest to the science-fiction fan, editor and suthor which
was to feature descriptive and biographical articles, news, biblio-
graphical material and occasional fiction., The response---as hundreds
of would-be publishers have since discovered---was far.from sensation-
al; but it was sufficient encouragement for the magazine to be issued.
It was called The Time Traveller.

The first two numbers of The Time Traveller, like its announcing
circular, were mimeographed. The main feature of the initial issue
was a complete list of extant fantastic moving pictures (or, as they
have come to be known, "scientifilms'") contributed by Forrest J.
Ackerman of California, Like many others in the early days of fandom,
Ackerman had become well-known in the field through his many letters
printed in science fiction magazines readers’ departments, And as
there were no cther c¢riteria at the time to utilize, the guage of some-
one's interest and activity in the field was how often he wrote to the
professional science fiction magazines. Editors vigorously urged their
readers to write each month, and Ackerman's production as a rule far
exceeded this editorial quota. Juck Darro and Bob Tucker are two other
proninent examples of readers who won their fame in the letter columns
aud sound that it followed them into the fan field. Though this re-
meined an easy road into fandom for some years it was eventually c¢on-
sidered an excessive display of egotism to appear month in and month
out there; fan indulgence in this once-accepted must became less and
less frequent, so that if a well-known fan's letters not written in
self-advertisenent appeared at all regularly in these columns he soon
found them quoted in the fan press and satirically commented on., In-
deed, by 1938 letter columns were well representative of the opinions
of the average reader---as opposed to the active fan---although edit-
ors to this day delude themselves into believing that this is not the

case,

But we have digressed. Good as they were, The Time Traveller's
future was not to be judged by its first two numbers. For at Ihis
time Weisinger and Schwartz became acquainted with Conrad H. Ruppert,
an avid fan whose interest in amateur journalism hed led him to acquire
a printing press. Overnight The Time Traveller metamorphosed into a
printed jourpal and an upward Sspirael of progress was bagun.

To most present-day fans Conrag H. Ruppert is an all but unknown
name, but his part in creating for fandom the finest set of periodicals
1t nas ever produced is a story of unbelievable devotion to science-
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fiction, He painstakingiy set by hand every issue of The Tims krsezai=.
ler from then on. and every number of Science Fiction Digest and furta
Fantasy Magazine up until the latter's third anniversary number, The
Tact tnat each of these rarely were less than 30,000 words in length
and appeared on a regularly monthly schedule gives the reader a
rough notion of the amount of work involved. During this time, too,
Rupnert hand-set Hornig's Fantasy Fan and the "Cosmos" supplements 10
Fantasy Maprazine---and all at below production cost, out of the sheer
love of science-fiction. Later he was to appear as printer of the
weekly Fantasy News, the "Nycon" program and Dawn of TIianme, the
“einbaum nemorial volume. Runpert's contribution to the field would

be difficult to overestinate.

IMeanwhile, the standards of The Time Traveller were constantly
raised. An index of Anazing Stories was completed, and one of
i’eird Tales begun, Gossin and news of fans, authors, editors, maga-
zines ana allied topics found an eager audience, and the naterial
published aroused interest to a peak never before attained,Exhili-
rated by this success, the staff organized science-fiction fandom's
first publishing company, the arra Publishers. It is remembered today
for three panmphlets: Allan Glasser's Cavemen of Venus,Mort Weisinger's
Price of Peace, and Through the Dragon Glass by a. lierritt, the first
two being original short stories and the third a reprint.

Precisely how inportant the work of Glasser in these publishing
enterprises was, has never been made clear. However, the later
success of Schwartz,'’feisinger and Ruppert as a trio leaves no gues-
tion of their abilities to carry on without him. Those who have known
Glasser say that above and beyond an unmistakable Superiority con-
plex he was intelligent alriost to the pont of brilliance. He had made
himself well-known through letters in readers' columns, he was looked
up to as a leading fan, and generally regarded as an amateur author
about to be graduated tc the status of a professional.

But Classer's fall fromn fame proved to be even more metoric than
had been his rise. VWonder Stories at about this time offered prizes
for the best science-fiction story plots submitted by its readers,
#llen Glagser's prize-winning submission was of such excellence that
A.Eowley 1lilliard’s inspired writing turned it into a classic. QOlder
fans today still remember the poignant little, "The Martian"., DBut
what many do not know is that the plot was actually Weisinger's.

Mort Vleisinger maintained he had told Glasser the plot in confi=~
dence, and Glasser vealizing its worth, hastened to mail it in to
Wonder Stories' contest. Close upon the heels of this breach of
ethics Toliowed another and more serious one. The august, 1933 issue
of Amazing Stories published, under Gladder's name,"Across the ages."
It wes made cornon knowledge, however, that this story was a plaiga-
rism of an earlier tale entitled "The Haze of Heat! 4nd, although
the evidence involved was never published, it was alleged at the time
that further investigations showed him to be guilty of numerous other
plaigarisns in non-science-fictional circles.

These events produced the expected results.Glasser running afoul
of legal consequences, losing the respect of fandom, and finding his
friendship with Schwartz and ‘Jeisenger completely broken. They also
resulted in the demise of The Time Traveller. The ninth and last
number of this publication was a small-sized, four~-page affair where-
in the nanes of Schwartz and lieisenger were nowhere to be found, &nd
vwhich carried the announcement that i1t was to merge with Science
Ti.5ion Digest, a maegazine that was to fill all unexpired subscrip-
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tions. 4nd sp was terminuated the first true fan mugazine as we recog-
nize such today,

But Zhe Pime Trovelier had left its mark behind., It had been
the first csizeable central rallying-point in the science-fiction
world, and thals had given the more active fans opportunity to segre-
gate and come into mutual contact. The seeds had been sown, and they
proved to be Tar more brepotent than anyone then would have thought
possible,

In Cleveland, Ohio Jerome Siegel and Joseph Schuster surveyed
The Time Praveller and one of the seeds sbrouted. The magazine's
Policy was a mistake, they decided. Yhat fandom really needed was a
pubifestion devoted mainly to fiction and Laving a minimunm of fan
chatter, after all, the muin thing peorle were interested in was sci-
ence-fiction itself, And so was produced another amateur periodical---
aptly titled Scieuce Fiction---it started in October, 1932 and ran for
five numbers. It was mimeogruphed, and rather poorly, too, hut its
coatenta were of reasonably good quality. The editors managed to get
material rrom sugh well-known writers as Raymond A. Palmer and Clare
Winger Harris, and Siegel himself wrote fiction under the nom de plume
of Bernard J. Kenton. Shuster's artistic abilities were in evidence
alao, and turned out well despite the limited medium of the stencil
with whiali e contended. Today Science Fiction 1s u collector's itenm
of extreme¢ rarityv: few fans Possess copies of 1t, and these are rarely
known to change hands,

In*California, meanwhile, Forrest J. ackerman, together with a
'an nanmed lorman Caldwell, had founded a minor clique known as the
Fantasy Fang® Fraternity. Ietings were held in san Francisco, then
Ackerman's home touwn. Although this orgunization hud little or no
influence in fandom at the time it 18 notable in that it was the fore-
runner of a series of California clubs that terminated i&n the world-
Tamous Los angeles chapter of the Science Fiction League.

Hoanwhile, further activity was taking place in New York City.
After the Lreak with Glasser, Schwartz and Welsinger, together with
Conrad Rupnert, Forvest Ackerpan and Maurice Z, Ingher, formed Science
Ficticn Digest, a corpecration in which each had a share ang to which
€ach conirihuted a specified sum of money, This coryporation then
‘stued a pagozine under this title, its first number appedaring in
Sentember, 19942, Beaause of default in payment, t/eisinger was later
Jdropped from the organization, and Ruppert eventually bought Ingher's
fiare; but with these changes the corporation continued in force,
making a profit, in Tact, during its latter days.

The initiul issues of Science Fiction Dizest were almost identi-
eal in format and content with the large printed numbers of The Time
Zonveller,  Exnept for the title and the staff the two would be diffi-
culd to tell apart. Maurice Ingher was editor, and Wieisenger, Pulmer,
Schwartz, Ackerman and Schalansky also held editorial posts. After
Ingher left the group Ruppert assumed editorial directorship in anril,
1933, & position which he held until mid-1934, when vocational duties
forced him to relinquish it 'for the less time~consuming one of busjiness
mapnsger. From this time until the fniggazine's demise Julius Schwartz
carried the editorial reins,

For all-around quality Science Fiction Digest has never been
surpasdetd in the listory of fandom. 1Its regular columns became famous;
these included "The Science Fiction Eve," which Julius Schwartz de-
voted to information for the collector; "The Ether Vibrates ," =« gossip
column of news sidelights conducted by Mortimer Veisinger; Raynoni
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Palmer's "8pilling vhe Aloms,™" which alzo concerrned chetceir ¢l current
topics; ¥The Scientifilnw,” devoted to reviews of currenc «ra ~ust
fantasy moving pictures by Forrest Ackermon; Scliwartzts '"Gelense Fic-
tion Scrap Book," featuring thuribnail reviews oi fantasy fiction booksj
and "The Service Depaztment," which listed valuable vbibliograpnical
data, Excellent orizinal fiction by such authors as 4., Merritv, Ray-
mond Palmer, P. Schuyler Miller, Clark Ashton Smith, Dr. David H.
Keller, C. 1. Moore, lortimer Veisinger, Donald Wandrel and Arthur J.
Burks appeared regularly. A bicgraphy or autobiography of a famous
author, artist or editor connected with the field was included in al-
most every issue., The outstandins suthors in the field---among them
Lovecraft, Weinbaum, Leinster, Smith and Howard---combined their
talents on a cooperative hasis tc produce two popular tales, "The
Challengz from Beyond" and "The Great Illucion."™ liost lsgendazy of
all, however, was the noval "Joswmes,™ writien by eighteen euthors and
issued with the magzaszine in supplementary serial form. Ifach part ran
frox five to ten thousand woerd:s, aad the author lines-up wes ag fellows:
e Mearett, Dr. E. E. Smith, Ralph Milne TFarley, Er. Dagid EJlee lcHs
Otis Adelbert Kline, aArthur J. hurks, @, Hoffuan Frice, P. Schuyler
Miller, Rae Winters, John ¥, Campkell, Jr,, Edmond Hamilton, Fiencis
Flagg, Bob Olson, J. Hervey Hasosrd, Raymond A. Palcer, Llcyd A.
Eshbach, Abner J. Gelnla end Eaado 3indar. Besides such special fea-
tures, Science Ficuizn Dizest prianted solid, intiesnsting, vanscual
articles in every nu.re.s., Up uantil the eré of its ife it ramained
the undisputed leadei in the Tiecid, and i1%ts influence on the varied
currents of fan history was profound indeed.

0=0+0~«0=«0«0~0«0=0~0=~0






FANTASY COMMENTATOR
The Immortal Storm
A History of Science~Fandom
by
Sam Moskowitz
{part 2)

It became obvious to Reymond Palmer early in 1833 that even the elabo~
rate printed number of Gommulozy which Ruppert had been kind emouzh to priat for
him was not emugh to reawaken a fanwide interest in the International Sclentif-
1. dssoclation. He therefore abandoned the ISA and its clubd organand cast about
for something else. Inspired in all probsbiiity by "The Best Sclence-Fiction of
1932," a filler in the Winter, 1933 issue of The Time Traveller which listed the
readers' choices of the outstanding fantasy of that year, Palmer hit up o0 n the
Jules Verne Prize Clube Its aims are perhaps best expressed by quoting aun ad-
vertisement printed in the January, 1933 Sglenpe Fictlon Digests:

Help select the three beat stf stories of 19334 Join

the JVPC and do your part in carrying forward the torch ig-

nited by the immortal Jules Verne. Help make the world "Sci=-

ence Fiction Conacious."

The Jules Verne Prize Club is mon profit-m aking

all receipts going to the selecotion of the stories and the

avarding of suitable cups to the wimmers.

Dues were set at twenty-five cents, and Palmer was the organization's chairman.
Moribund from the start, however, the club soon expired completely when menmbers
failed to pay their dues. For this reason, too, mo loving cups were awarded the
top story anthors. After anmouncing these facts in the February, 1934  issue
of Fantasy Magazins Palmer stated that the club would revert to an inactive sta-
tus for the year 1934, and promised its revival in 1935; not surprisingly, this
suspension of animation proved permanent,.

In Burope, meanwhile, the most active group was to be found in the men-
bership 0f the German Rocket Society, a large percentage of which were science
fiction enthusiasts---thls being regarded, however, as mere coincidence. Hormamm
Oberth and Max Veller, knmown in this country because of the generous publicity
furnished them by Hugo Gernsback, belonged to the society, and together withWil-
1y Ley they counducted a series of experiments that (unknown to them) presageihe
German "buzz-bombs" 0f the second Sorld Ware. Ley, as 1s genmerally known, even~
tually emigrated to America, where he since acquired an enviable reputa t ion
in his vocational field, A long and excellent history of the German Rocket Soc=
lety may be found in his book Rocketg.

An organization known as the British Science Fiction Association had
sprung up in England in the msantime. This was predominately & correspondence
club, and by 1933 had linked itself to the American ISA.

V. The Fantasy Fan

The great depression was now at its peak, and there was scarcely auy
sctivity or industry in the United States which did not feel its effects. The
science~fiction magazines, selling at prices above the average "pulp leval," were
particularly hard hite Probably the keen loyalty of their followers was the only
factor which saved them from swift extinction. 4s it was they were badly shaken.
Astoundine Stories began to appear bi~monthly instead of monthly, and finally
ceased publication altogether with its llarch, 1933 mumber. After futuristic gsove
er desizns did not perk up lagging sales, Amaginc Storles reduced its size after
a single bi-monthly issue. Honder Stories experimented with a slimmer magazine
at a rednced price, and after a time reverted to small size and the original 25¢
figures The quarterly 1ssues of the latter two periodicals eventually gave up
the ghost altogether when metamorphoees of price, thickness and schedule failed
to keep rpoduction out of the red. Under the stress of such chanjing conditions
staff heads began to fly, and for reasons never accurately ascertained, Dav id
Lasser, then editor of many of Gernsback's magazines, parted company with Uncl e
Hugo. In dire need of someone to f£ill the vacant post, Gernsback cast abcut for



a competent worker that might be obtained cheaply. His eye caught the title of
a pemphlet on his deskt-—The Fgntasy Fan. He glanced through it, at first casu-
8lly and then with studied interest. 4 short time later, on the strength of the
impression gained from the first issue of this amateur publication, he hired its
seventeen-year--old fan editor, Charies Derwin Hornig, to edit Wcnder Stories!

Truly, this is a Cinderella story of science~fiction fandem. But what
was this publication of such promiseY What of the men who produced iv?

I%s editor, Cherles D. Hornig, was torn in 1916 in Jersey Citr, N. J.
Next to Mcrtimer Weisinger he was the secord fan of importance to come from this
area, By nature he was-~—and is~——friendiy, gealel and idealistic. This latter
trait, whence stem his alleged pacifisiic beliefs, ceused him some irouble with
draft authorities in recent times when he refusad to uvmdergn coudat training.

Young as he s, Hornig in 1923 poscsssed a fine ccllection of science
fiction as well as a near-complete set of Weird Tales magazina, Ths idsa of pub-
lishing a fan magozine sprang from sight of a copy of Tne Iime Troveiler., Sub-
sequently he became a regular coatributor to Science-riction Digest, and eventu~
111y struck anr agreement with Runpert to print The Fantasy Fan.

Zven (oday mony fans believe that Hernipg's effort was created for the
sole purpose of giving the follower of weird fiction his medium in the fan press.
This is 2 gravc ecrror, [The Fantagy Fan was fouided &s & general type Tan naga-
zine, styled along the patiern set ty Ssience Fiction Direst and The Tine Tra-
veller. I* was even advertised as such. More, its initjal issues' articles dealt
with nothing but science—-fiction subjects. With the second number an abrupt
change of policy occurred, the editorial stating:

Sterting with this issue, we will present a story every month
{meybe more than one) by Clark Ashton Smith, H.P.Lovecraft,
August W. Derleth, and other top-notchers in the field of
weird fiction. You science-fiction fans are prcbably wonder—
ing by the import of the last sentence why we will not print
science-fiction., Well, heretg the reason. In the Science
Fictica Digest we have a fan magazine for those scieniific~
tionally inclined.... %e feel that the weird fan should also
have 2 meagarzine for themselves-——hence The Faniasy Fan.

lore factors than this actually brought about this change, however. First, Hor-
nig had obtained unexpectedly seversl excellent contributions from Lovecraft,
Smith, Howard and Derleth. Secondly, despite the statement in The Fanliasy Fanlsg
first issuve that it was not intendsd as a competitor of Science Fiction Digest,
it was inevitable that the two publications would compete if their pclicies were
not charged. In the third place, Hornig's recent elevation to the post of a pro-
fessional editor doubtless msde him feel it was incunbent upon him to show more
literate taste. Lastly, he had a wide knowledge of the field of supernatural
fiction. Eese of policy-shift was likewise favored by the very name of his mag-
azine, it being general enough to include sither weird or scizntific material.
However, realizing that he could i1l afford to alienate science~fiction readers,
Hornig cannily continued %o print features designed to win their support.

Allen Glasser returned to some activity in The Fantasy Fan, possibly
feeling that any a2id given the magezine would help it show tie rival Science Fic-
tior Digest in a2 bad light. He even plugged the Fantasy Fan Federation now that
one faction of the Scicaceers had effiliated with it. . His sporadic contributions
to Horrnig's sheet wos rot a true index of continued interest in fan activities,
however; ag a motter of fact, the true state uof affairs was expressed by an sd-
vertisewent in the very first numbder, where Glasser offered his science-fiction
collection for sale, Nevertheless it was not until 1938, vhen his personsl file
of The Time Traveller was put up for =zsle, that most pecple felt that Glasser was
retiring from fandom permanently.




Bob Tucker commenced journslistic activity in the first (Sept. 1933)
number of The Fantasy Fan, His initial contributions concerned "scientifilms",
which he was well acquainted with, and British science-fiction. In those days
Tucker wag & strait-laced bibliophile; & year later, however, with his "How to
Write a Weird Tale! he had launched upon a campaign of tomfoolery as "Hoy Ping
Pong" that wes to earn him his present reputation as a humorist.

In a department entitled "The Boiling Point” The Fantasy Fan provided
& medium of expression for readers wishing to air their pet gripes. This depart—~
ment ran for but six issues, bdeing discontinued because of the ili-feeling arous—
ed. As might therefore be guessed, debate waxed hot and furious throughout ths
half-year period, Forrest J, Ackermen initiated the verbal hubbub by claim%ng
Clark Aghton Smithtas MLight from Bevond" to be a sorry example of science-fic~
tion, although he at the same time expressed admiration for the author's "Flight
through Super-Time" and "The Master of the Asteroid.™ He was promptly pounced
upon both by Smith and Lovecraft, who, with verbel pyrotechnics and glorified
nameé~calling procesded to pummel him soundly. It is the opinion of this writer
that their sctions were unbecoming to their statures as intellects and authors;
Ackerman was definitely entitled to his opinion, which he expressed intelligent~
ly. It haopened to be his misfortune, however, to be defending science~fiction
ag preferential to weird fictior in a megazine catering to supporters of the lat-
ter, and alsoc to be labelling as poor the work of a then very popular writer.

Cne of the very few resders to come to his support summed up the situation as fol-
lows:

It seems to me that young Forrest J. Ackerman is by far the
most senaible of the lot. Instead of intelligently ansmer~
ing his arguments, Masrs. Smith, Lovecraft, Barlow, etc.,
have made fools of themselves descending to persopalities.

Ag a real help to the lover of weird and fantasy fiction Bornig's mag-
azine reigned supreme in the field at that time, Superb fiction and excellent
poetry by H.P. Lovecraft, Clark ashton Smith, August Derleth, Zandc Binder, Dr.
David H. Keller, Robert E, Howard and Robert Bloch was featured. Competent art—
icles and bibliographical material concerning such masters as William Hope Hodg-
son, i.R. James, Robert W. Chambers, H, Rider Hageard and Charles Williams ap-
poared in its pages. (Indeed, it was in The Fantasy Fen that H. C. Koenig began
his twelve~year-long campaign to gein recognition for Hodgson that has proved to
be so successful in recent yesrs.) Lovecraft's echolarly epgsay, !Supernstural
Horror in Literature,! wags published perially, but unfortunately was never com-
pleted. There were fine regular columne on many phasea of fantany, too, the best
of which~——"Weird Whisperinga" by Weisinger and Schwartz-——claimed credit for
doubling the megazinels slim circulation. Almost every woirdist of importance
in fandom wae at one time or another repregented in its pages, And as a love-~
feast for such fans it has never again been egualled,

A falr portion of Hornig's salary went into publighing the mazazine, but
despite its sterling contente and attractive format no more than a pitiful eircu-
lation was ever sttained. Finally, when well-paying Jjobs began to monopolize more
and more of Runpert's time, he was forced to discontinue printing it at the reduced
rate he had been charging. And with genuine regret Hornig discontinued The Fanta-
?I Fan with its February, 1935 pumber, after eighteen consecutive monthly igsues.

¢ Is indesd fortunate that many readers took out their remaining subscription
mone®y in back numbers; that is vhy so many leading fans today posses complete

gots of Tue Fantegy Fapn. In vivid contrast is The Time Traveller, of which few
fars own gingle copies—-let slone intact files,



VI
William H. Crawford and His Contemporaries

Those who own coples of Fantesy Magszine, The Time Treveller, The Fan-
Lagv Fan, Dogmos, the final Cosmology and the Arrs Publighers® pamphlets can
galn some idsa of the great contribution made to fandem ty Comrad H. Kuppert. Had
1t not been for him its enbryonic deys would have been a sorry story indeed, His
well-printed copy lured profassionals who would scarcely have lingered lcng other—
wisé into taking mctive part in thase jourralistic endeavora. Thers is no
question out wiet meny professgional authora tcok great delight in thoir fan ae~
tivities, and entersd into them with the pame enthusizsm thet 3id the arophyte
fares, Tt is also not %o be questiorsd that Ruppert's inebility to continue the
telow-cost printing of fan magazines was & major factor in the dstericration and
evenfiol eclinse of the old-time fandom censering about Faniasy Megazino, and s
snirting Yoword the foreground of secondary publiicaticns which hac therstofore
been of 1ittle importancs, Tpig chenge was 1ondsrcd an even mcre graduzl onse
thar the rcsder has teen led to expecy by the presence of another pablisher who
operatert in the fiedd at almost the sume tine .8 fuppert, and wkose productions
were of alrnst ecual importance. This publisgher wac. William H. Crawford.

Crawford's position in an impoveriened field was unique in thet he had
a certsin amount of r2ady eapital, Thiz ha latendel to invest in a saience~fic~
tion magaz.ine Jesipgned to feuture a more liserary grade of pruse then inat being
currently offered b sorrosponding newsiand purlications. In late 1933 prominent
fans received & ncatly prinied cireular announcing the magazine~—~titled Unngual
Storien---ard reprodviing ivs first page, which embodisad the beginuing of “The
Titer? Yy T, 3ohopler Millsr, iBtoriel by H. P. Lovecraft, Ralpih ¥ilne Farley,
Dr. Niles J. Breuar. Rcbert E. Howerd, Stanton 4. Coblentz and Dr. David H, Kel-
ler way also schecduled for this end future issues. The magozine was lsbelled a
montlilr, the subscriplion price being twenty cents per copy or one~fifty by the
YOAT.

It has been gaid that science~fiction as an art is
undergoing a period of slow and peinful evolution, from which

it will eventually emerse us the liierature of tomorrow.

Thovgh this 15 undcubledly irue 1% hos beea our conviction

that scisrce—ficticn ghow1d have 8 place in the literature

of tolday. 14 loes not Jsccupy that position now, we believe,

because of the yastrictions placed upon it by ghort-sighted

editors snd publishers. They wse oniy tales wnich follow

certain stereoiyped forms. They avoid the "off-traill story

because it violates one or another of their editorial taboos,

with the result that science~fiction has been siaking into

the mire cf the COLMOrplece.

So ran the contoxt of the announcement circular. Digsatisfaction with the cur~
rent mewstand fore was, of course, nothing new-—but this was the first instance
of any actlor crysvallizing out of such dissatisfaction. It is worthy of note

elso tnat Unusuzl Stories was not, as the alove quotetion might lead one to be-
lieve, to fexture sciones—fiction oniv: Crawford pianaped to include tales of fan-
tasy and the susernagvral as well, realizing that oniy by appealing to all fac~
tions in the field couwld ha bope to accunulete 2 modicum of support.

Months passed, and nothing more was heard from Crawford. Firally, ad-
vance subscribers recsived o pertially-completed section of the projected first
issue, together with a circular sherein Cravford exprainad thzt {he delay had
been caused by the printer, who had contracted for a Jjob censideradbly tigger than
proved abla tg londle. Tha’ Crawlord did ot explain, however, wag that he him-
self was th2 pririer invel.ed, and that congoquanilT all blame wag his alone,
This so-called %“udvsnce issue® was Asted March, 1934, and was meiled in the pre~
cesding Jonusry. It contaiced an editorial, a ehori biogrephy of author Richerd
Tooker, and nearly all ihe pages of Cyril G. Wates' gtory *7hen the Waker Sleeps,"



which vas illustrated by Guy L. Huey. Pulp peper was used (contradicting Craw—
ford'e promise of fine book-paper stock) and the type-~size was lsrge and readT
able. Some time after, an additional fragment of the magazine was msiled; this
contained pasges finishing the Wetes tale, and beginning "Therda, Queen of the
Vampires" by Richard Tooker. ZFor some reason, this portion was apparently not
gent to all subscribers., Both of these advance sections are today among the rar—
est of fantasy fans! collectors! items. Cajoling, pleas and threats alike proved
of no avail: Crawford never did complete this initial issue of Unusual Sitories.

Instead, he bent his efforts toward the production of another title
entirely: Marvel Thles. This was a Readers Digest-sized magazine whose first
nuiber was dated May, 1934, and whose contents included Lovecraft's "Celephaig?
and Keller's 'Binding De Luxe"; both of which had been originally scheduled to
appesr in the ill-fated Unususl Stories.

Crawford's makeshift plans and press meke Mervel Tesles a difficult item
to collect., The second number, dated July-~iAugzust, 1934, appeared with no less
than three different covers on different colors and grades of-paper, with even .
the wording of the story-titles and authors shifted about. Fortunately the con-
tents did not vary. Of the fiction presented, Howard's "Garden of Fear," which
probably comes closer to pure science~fiction than anything else he has written,
was easily thetrst. A prize contest for the best stories written around titles
the editor named was also announced in thisissue.

I% required Crawford six months to bring out the third Marvel Tples.

In that issue appeared P. Schuyler Miller's superb novel "The Titen" as s serial;
dissapointingly, however, its was never completed., Outstanding also was Keller's
"Golden Bough' and Robert Bloch was repregented in print for the first time with
"Lilies." Winners of the contest described in the gecond number were announced;
they were W. Anders Drske, R, DeWitt Miller, Richard Tooker snd Forrest J. Ack-
erman. Drake's tale was the only one of these that Crawford ever published, al-
though for the saske of completeness it should be noted that Miller's ("The Shapes")
was eventually accepted and printed by Astounding Stories (February, 1935).

#ith the fourth number Crawford at last presented a reasonatle facsim-
ile of his ideals. This neat, enlarged issue would have thamed no editor or pub-
lisher. Clay Terguson, Jr., whose work had previously appeared in Fantasy Maga-~
zine, had added his talents to the magazine with excellent effect, holding down
the art editor's post. A column of readers' letters mode its appearance, 4long
with fiction by Miller, Lovecraft, Amelia Reynolds Long and John Beynon Harris
there was the initial installment of George Allan England's lengthy novel, YThe
Nebula of Death," this being a reprint from The People's Favorite liagazine of fif—
teen years befors. MThe Creator! by Clifford D. Simek appeared in entirety, and
was very favorably received, many fans terming it a classic. Despite some crudi-
ties of construction it is yet & memorable story, and epitomized to perfection
Crawford!s policy of publishing stories having too controversial a theme to be
used by the average professional fantasy megazine.

But, spparently elated by hils success, Crawford propounded further
grendiose plans, announcing in the fourth Marvel Tasles that Unusual Storiss would
materialize after all in a modified form and that Fantasy Publications (the name
his publishing enterprises now carried) would enter the book-publishing field,
The first volume announced was Bugene George Kev's Mars Yiountain; these zere to
be followed by Andrew North's People of the Crater and The Missing Link of Ralph
rilne Farley., As if all there were not enough, a geries of paper-bound pamphlets
was nlanned as well.

Only one of the pamphlets actually appeared. This was a neat book-
let bound in stiff white cover stock that contained two short stories: "The White
Sybil"™ by Clark Ashton Smith and David H. Keller's "Men of Avalon." Its selling
price was a modest fifteen cents per cony.




Two numbers of Unusual Stories materialized as well. They contained
Torty-eight small-sized pages spiece, end were dated May-June, 1935 and Winter,
1835. Material by P. Schuyler Miller, Robert A. Wait, Lowell Howard Morrow, Rob-
ert Bloch and others appeared. The second mumber printed "Derslict”, Rovert V.
Lovndes! firstescey into fan journalism; Donald 4. Wollheir and Forrest J. Acie
erman likewise ccatributed poetry to the magazine, although it was not for them
their first important appearance. As a whole Unupual) S5po:ieg was an invertegrate
&ffair which never packed the punch of Crawford's Mrrvel Tales. And though it
801d Tor but ten cents a copy it never attained even the meagre circulation
of its sister pubiication.

Cramford finally managed to issue Mars Mountain, which emerged as a
tiny boarc-bcund volume of 142 pages. In addition to the title story two oth~
erg were included, "Earth Sess Mara" and "Lake Tempest." both anthored by Zugene
fey. They were of little merit, and emateurishly illustrated besides, though the
book is & rare and sought-after item in collactiing circlas today. It was not
well received in 1935, howaver, and this prchably digcouraged Crawford from is-~
suirg the North and Forley titles he had contuomplated, His secund attempt in the
fleld was far more pretentious and irportant—-but equally unenccessful. 1t was
the production of the first book by H.P.Lovecraft: Ths Shadow QJver Innsaouth.

This boasted high quality paper, strong blacic linen binding, and four iliustra—
tions by Frank Utpalel; it was an excentional bargain et {he seiling-price of a
dollsr., Nevertheless, scarcsly a hundred copies were bought. Crawford’s third
and finsl eifort was the non-fantasy Facte Behind the Evidznce, which proved
also to be a failure from the standpoint of salus. Had his bdook-publishing been
& succéss, he plenned to print E.E.Smith's Skylark of Space and a collection of
C. L, Moove!s fiction; fandom was not yet ready for this early version of Arkham
House, however.

In the meantime the final issue of Marvel Thles wag digtributed. This
fifth number was onlarged in size, and with this change all the atmosphere of
compact, balanced professionalism that had characterized the fourth wasg lost som=
pletelyr. Zut despite the ungainly, amateurish appearance the quality of %he con-
tents did not suffer. Apart fron serials, the outstznding story was Ulars Colo-
nizes" by Dr, Miles J. Breuwer, which virtually rates the designation of classic,
8s 1t 1s the finost fantasy the author wrote except for his "Paradise and Iron.®

After the circulation of many hints and sugrestions, subscribers to Fanpe
tasy Magazine were electrified upon reading in the fourth anniversary issue of that
periodical that Marvei T 1oy, the most ambitious of amateuvr science fietion maga~
zines up until that time, wag finally to appear on the newsstands, The publica-
tion was to resume ag Vol . No. 1, sell for fifteen cents and have 64 large size
p2ges. The initial newsstand number was to feature materiel by H.P. Lovecraft,
Edwerd D. Smith, Stanley G. Weinbaum, Donald Wandrei, Harl Vincent, Murray Lein-
ster, Francis Flagg, David H. Keller, M.D., and others..

After a time notices of "insurmountable! obstacles began to appear in the
fan journals in relation to this publication, and finally, years later, when the
first issue of Red Circle’s Marvel Science Storieg appeared on the stands, fans at
first thought that Crawford had achieved his ambition. Aptuslly, the use of the
samé title, by another company, was the final evidance that his cause was hopelese.

Partial proofs of the 'newsstand" issue found their way into the hands of
Julius Schwartz and thence to James V. Taurasi. From them it could be gleaned that
the megazine indsed would have been large size, printed on cheap pulp paper, printed
in twe 2izes of type, partially in 11 point and partially in 8 point. The fourth
and finel installment of "The Titan" by P. Schuyler Miller was to have been includ~
ed 2long with a synopsis of preceding instaliments; the Shadow Over Innsmouth by
H.P. Lovecraft was to appeanr complete; reprinied from the third anniversary issue of
Tantagy Mezozine would have been the round-robin stcry 9The Challenge From Beyond!,
both stories under that title being included, the science fiction ore Jointly com—
posed by Stanley G, Weinbaum, Donald Wandrei, Edward E. Smith, Murray Leinster and
Harl Vinceat and the fantasy one by A, Merritt, C.L.Moore, H.P, Lovecraft, Robert E.
Howerd and Frank Belknep Long. Crawford never quite made the grade, but if his
magazine had ever appeared as presented above, he might well have given the compe-
tion something to think about,




A further signpl contridution of Crawford to fendom was his printing
of Fantasy Magazina after Ruppert wes no longer able to do so. Had he not under-
taken this task the periodical would have folded with the September 1935 number
ingtead of the January 1937 one---so that its life was thus prolonged by a full
yesr's time,

In snalyzing the man's contribution to the fan world of his time we
find that it renks second only to that of Conrad B. Ruppert. At their poorest
and sloppiest Crawford's handiworks were & credit to the field:; andhis idealis~
tic principles were unquestionably exemplary. But he was danmed to failure dy
the crushing fact of being forever unable to resch his potential sudience, Pro~
fessional magezines would not run the advertigement of an obvious oompetitor~—
indeed, Weird Tales turned down one proferred by The Fentasy Fan; and, barring
newstand distribution (which Crawford could not afford), it was only through sch
& medium that he could hope to obtain adequate support.

Agide from this, Crawford's publications are of interest as being the
most ambitious of those created by fen dissatisfaction with the degensrating
product of professionel fantastic fiction extant during 1932-4. 411 such publi-
cations stemmed from the unwavering conviction of the fans that they were cepa-
ble of doing & better job than the professionals; sand their fasilure %o achieve
& permanent measure of success wes not due to the fact that they were mistaken,
but rather to an inebility to master the mechanics of the productive mediun.

(Lloyd Arthur Bshbach, one of the associste sditors of Marvel Teles,
@ prominent author im his own right, and a science-~fiction fen and collector,is
worthy of parenthetical note here because of his position as editor of an elite
amateur journal, The Galleon. It is unfortunate that this journasl was of 2 gen—
eral type, for Eshbach showed gzood taste and excellent business acumen in its
handling, and had it been devoted entirely to fantasgy history might have been
very different. EHowever that may be, The Galleon is important from the viewpoint
of fans by reason of two fantastic stories it printed: "The Questof Iranon" (in
the July-sugust, 1935 number) and "The Mist" (in the September-October, 1935 is~
sue). The second was written by David H. Keller, and the former, of H.P, Love-
craft’s authorghip, is the most beautiful atory he ever wrote; Eshbach's publi-
cation undoubtedly rescued both from complsete obscurity.)

Operating behind the scenes during these times were private 1literary
organizations of whose existence fandom at large was scarcely aware. Onse such
group was the Kalem Clud of New York City, whose members included H. C. Koenig
R, P, Lovecraft, Frank Bglknap Long, Jr., F. Morton, Samuel lLoveman, Everett
MoNoil, est Orton, Wilfred Blanch Talman, Arthur Leeds, and others, all drawn
together through & mutual intereat in fantasy. This was actually the nucleus
of the Lovecraft circle which gained an ever-widening number of adherents thru-
out the countrr in the persons of such men as E. Hoffman Price, Farnsworth
Wright, Robert Block, Henry Xuttner end August Derleth, becomihz intimates who
knew Lovecraft beat, TFor a long time thia circle held its meetings, somewhat
eloof from fandom at large, and yet, possessing common cause with it, werkingin
much the same manner. These meetings were umually held after business hours at
George Kirk's Chelsea Bookshop, on W. 15th St, near Ninth ave., New York City.
It was not until 1939, in fact, that its exiastence was expressly revealed. The
name Kalem wa® derived from the letters K-L-}, initisl letters of the clubfoung-
ors Kleiner, Long and McNeil., A similar organization calling itgelf The Outsi-
ders Club was subsequently diacovered to have been operating in Washington,D.C.
A few of their meetings were attended by Jack Speer, who made the discovery;ac-
cording to him, the members' interest wea so strongly for supernatural fiction
that they were prone to belittle and ridicule science-fiction as a whole. Be~
cause of this attitude it is to be doubted that they could ever have been smooth-
1y assimilated by fandom in general.




At a gomewhat later date in Milwsesukee, Wigconsin, there sprang into
existence a group titling itself the ifilwaukee Fictloneers. It was in the main
composed of professional authors, formed for mutual exchange of ideas as well as
for social reasons. By the time that its membership ineciuded Raywmond A. Palmer,
Stanley G. Weirbaum, Ralph Miine Farley, Robert Bloch and Lawrsnce Keating, how-
ever, a specialized slant beceme perceptible above the basis of generality. Af-
ter Weinbaum's death, ond more especially sfter Palmer!s ascension to the edito-
ial staff of the 2iff-Davis Publishing Company as custodisn of Amazing Sto-
ries, less and less was heard from the group. One suspects that this double loss
extracted all the soirit of wvitality from it.

It may te felt by some readers that this professed history of fandom
is too bibliographicel in nature. If so, let them reflect upon the fact - that
the early fan publications were not only the pride but the very foundationd
the field; more, they were the existent proofe that the fans were capable drore
then criticizing the professionals and quarrelling smong themselves, that they
possessed the 2bility to think and act constructively, The lives of thesepub-
lications is consequently more important than 90% of the rest of fandom's histo-
ry. For, since history is esgsentially e systematic record of man's progress, we
turn to their masaszines to discern the story of science~-fiction fans® progress,
and progress it was. The outgrowthe of the publications all too often bore the
gtemp of degeneracy and dscadence.

VII :
Secondary Fan Publications: the TFG and its Followers

About midway through 1934 s new, secondary group of fans began to meke
itgelf evident. They were those fans who, either through lack of contacts, ten-
der years or non-posseseion of pronounced journalistic abllities did nov fit in-
to the elite circles dominated by Scienco Fiction Digest, The Feniagy Fapor Mar-
vel Tales, They admired and respected the work of those top fan journals, con-
sidering them ideals worthy of emwloting; but at the seme time they werea little
envious and fzlt hurt at being ezclvdzd from what almost smounted toa closed en-
tente. Often they were fens whose very natures made cooperation withan existing
group impossible. But individuelistic or no, they found no welcome mat upon the
doorstep and were forced to progress on their own initiative.

From out of Cekman, Alabama, there appeared full-blown an organization
bearing the unwieldy title of The International Science Fiction Guild. The only
member listed by name was Wilson Sheperd. This group issued a four-paged hekto-
grephed bulletin (the first time, incidentally, that hektography as & method of
duplication had appssared on the scens) entitled The International Science Fiction
Guild's Bulletin and dated May-June, 1934, Disconcertingly, it gave no clue as
to the type of organization it represented, and netulously stated itself to be
the magazine flwe have promised you." The bulk of its first number was taken up
with & gossip ecolumn "Odds 'n! Ends" by one Willis W. Woe, and begen a continued
story "The Murder by Long Distance! by "Ncname." The entire contents were obvi-
ously written bty Shepard himself, and smacked of humerous Juvenility.

The second number, together with a letter printed in the readers' col-
umn of Amazingz Stories, cleared up, some of the mystery. Some of the members were
named, and the club's aims were given as doing "everything to boost science and
weird fiction" (note the all-inclusive appeall) and to publish "real” news "not
covered with sugar," This wes the first published hint of reaction agsinst Fan-
tagy Morazinels carefully censored news reports which strictly avoided the con-
troversisl slant, And while it might be an admigsion by Shepard that he felt in-
capsble of competing with the latter magazine in her own field, it was certainly
an indication of his willingness to publish anything it was afraid to.

The ISFG swung into activity by instituting a campaign against  back-
number magazine dealers who charged "crooked prices.' Members were warnednct to




pay mora than ten gents for older second ~ coples of fantasy magazines, nor more
than cover price for recent ones, Further, Shepard threatened to publish naues
of those dealers who were guiltry of excessive overcharging., This was an amazing
tack for a fen journal to take-~——indesd, an unprecedsnted one for that time., By
open btlacklisting a sheet boesting of but a few dozen recipients at most wos at-
tempting to control something national in scope., And surprisingly enocugh,a cer-
tain pmeagure of success attended thege efforts., 4 later number of the Bulletin
reported that Isadore Manzon, a dealer well known at that period, hadreducedhis
prices to the point where his name was being removed from the blacklist; he wes
cautioned, hawever, ageinst further offenses.

1t would seem highly unlikely that any such actions as these would have
as their bagis an igolsted fan circle in rural Alabama~--and such indeed was a
Justified suspicion. Shepard had, through a letter in the Amezing Stories "Dis-
cussions" column, come into contact with the New York fan Donald 4. Wollheim and
1t was Wollheim who had suggested to him the anti-dealer campeign; furnishing the
namés and addresses which the Bulletin published. As time progressed, Wollheim
began to assume a continuously increasing importance in the club, influencing
Shepard's most important decisions from behind the sceneg and shaping the course
of the orgesnization as a2 whole.

In its fourth number the ISFG's Bulletin announced itg firat indepen-—
dantly published Y“book", which was also the first of a series of stories promis-
ed members in the initial issue, It was far from a book, being a four —~ paged,
hektographed leaflet on cheap yellow paper titled "I Was a Passenger in iy Om
Body" by Capt. N. E. P. North and crudely illustrated by one Ivan Nepolis, Des~
pite the pseudonyms the entire sheet was quite obviously the work of Shepard him-
gelf,

From the beginning there had been strong emphasis on the fact that the
ISFG was not a club in the usual senge of that term, but simply a voluntaryunion
of science-~fiction lovers. Esrly in 1935, however, an effort was made to bring
about more unified centrslization, & number of proposals leading in this direct-
ion being put btefore the membership for a vote, 4As & result, a number of clenges
occurred, First of all, the organization adopted the title of The Terrestjal
Fantascience Guild, the club organ being rechristened accordingly. Local organ-
izations of members were forbidden. Each member was to be assessed twanty~ five
cents a year for "mainteinance of Guild facilities.! All important matters were
to be submitted for voiing before the membership through the medium of the Bul-
letin, and the bulletin itself was to be devoted to topics of general  interest
rather than %o & strict agenda of business, The club was further to produce an
emblem that was to be its official insignia, Thig set of working rules was the
closest thing to a constitution the Guild ever achieved,

By this time the TFG Bulletin wae appearing with monthly regularity,
and was increasing rapidly in quality. Its articles were interesting and fre-
quently informative, Wollheim himself was represented with contributionsof let~
ters, articles and columns; one of the latter, "Sun Spots," proved of sufficient
fanwide appeal to outlast the 1ife of the gheet and continue on elsewhere years
later. follheim also designed the official emblem, which was subsequently first
printed in the TFG Bulletints April, 1935 issue.

Strong as the anti~dealer campaign had been, the one which the Terres~
tial Fantescience Guild next began made it seem but the mildest of issues, Woll-
heim bhad some time back sold to Wonder Stories magazine a story entitled "The
Man from Ariel." But no amount of urging could prompt the publishers to disgaype
the staggering sum of ten dollars which therefore became due at the niggardly
word-rate in force at that time, Ignoring payment in liew of his career, Woll-
heim sent them a second story {which was rejected) and then a third, whose plot
they offered to buy for development by one of their staff writers. Feeling tiat
if he could not collect paywent for an entire story his chances for doing so on




a mere plot were even slimmer, Wollheim turned down the offer. He next initiated
8 gystemetic survey of Wonder's treatment of their other authors in order to find
out if he was the sole ons to receive such shabby dealing. Letters from srthur
K. Barnes, Henry Hesse, W. Varick Nevins, Chester D, Cuthbert and Fussell Blaik-
lock stated that they too had not received payment for stories. »Parnes, in fact,
was oved for fiction thot had been printed as far back as 1932, The mostflayrant
case of all, however, was that involving Clifton B. Kruse, who did no% know that
his "Heat Destroyer! had sver been published. He had submitted it years ago to
e contest sponsored by the magazire, and later received from them an empty enve-
lope torn open ai one end; believing the story to have been returned and lost in
the mails, he had not pursued the mattsr further.

This ncn-payuwent scandal was aired in detail by the TFG Bulletin. lior-
el support was received from Stanley G. Weinbsum and Henry Hasse, the latter re-
ferring his grievance to the literary agency he patronized., Aid was also lently
the International Cosmos Scientific Association, & group which had but recently
gprung into existence, and concerning which we will learn moxe in later chapters.
Thig 2id invclved the mimeographing by the ICSA of the April, 1935 Eulietin that
carrind the maejor story of ihe matter. This particular number receivedwide dis-
tribution, and the adverse effect it had on the Gernsback regime was consider-
able, (¥Wollheim's article therein was reprinted in the January 1, 1941 nuacer of
Fantasy News as & boomerang ssuinst its author in a gituvation whers conditions
were ailesadly reversed, and may bte consulted by those interested in a more de~
tailed acccunt than space permits giving here,) The urcuot of the vhole affair
waa that Nevirng, Cutkbert and Parnes poclad their cleims wita Wollheim: a lawyer
was hired, ~nd a setilemort with Cerusback firally arrived at.

Mention of the last isgsue of the TFG Balletin need be made but to cite
a few minor matters. First, probably as reward for teing an open ally in the
above campeign, the ICSA was accorded official recommendation. Second, the for-~
mation of local TFG grcups received sanction, 4nd last of all, there appeared
an account of an YImpnssible Story Club", which was 2llegedly founded in the Ar-
gogy-adlgtory days before the advent of science~fiction magazines, and which in-
cludew such members as N.E.P. North, Ivan Nepolis, B. Murdock, etc. As fzr as
this historian can determine, no such club ever existed, its name and membership
list being a2 fabrication from the whole cloth by Wilson 8hepard.

Cne of TFG's objectives had been the publication of a magazine devoted
entirely to science~fiction, This was realized wien in Mey, 1935 thore
apveared Astopishing Stories, an eleven-paged, smell-sized, hektographed affair
vhich sold for ‘en certs, Stories by Wollheim, Evert, Shepard anl Korth werse in-
cluded. The almost ludicrous attempt of the sheet to pass itself off as a com-
petitor to the professional magazines doomed it from the start, and the greatest
success it ever atteined was being considered a rare item by fen collectors of
1937~1938.

Wollheim assumed the editorship of the TFG organ, and promptly changed
its title to The Phantazrsph. And after 2 single hektographed number 1t meto-
morphosed Lo printed format. The first printed number (for whose reproductiond,
L. Crawford was responsible) appesared in the summer of 1935, It had large-sized
pages and featured an excellent array of material; encouragement from such nota-
bles ag F. Orlin Tremzine (then editor of Astuunding Siorics) and H.P.Lovecraft
also materialized, Shortly afterward Shepard cbtainsd access to a printing out-
fit eand took over production himsgelf.

Encoursged by the excellient material being received from Smith, Love-
craft and others, Wolliheim decided to pattern the pubiication after the mnow-de-
funct Fantagy Fan. Simultaneously The FPhantagraph was standardized on a monthly
schedule and small format. The quality of mabterisl used was very high, and in
this respect the magazine easily equalled its ideal, Short stories, poems and
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essays by H. P. Lovecraft, Clark Ashton Smith, Henry Kuttner, Robert E. Howard,
Villiam Lumley, Duane W. Rimel, Robert Nelson, H. C. Koenig, Emil Peteja, andiu-
gust W. Derleth were featured. Some of this material bad been intended for pub-
lication in The Fantagy Fan, as might be guspscted. Collectors who have over-
looked this perjodical have missed much indeed.

Wollheim digtributed The Phantagranh through the mailings of three ama-
teur press associations simultanecusly. For a few numbers it kept the head~-
ing 'published by the Terrestisl Fantascience Guild," but its July 1936 issue it
abandoned what had become a mythical byline. {(Wollheim's connections with these
associations during this perilod greatly influenced his thinking, and whileactiw
among them probably conceived the Fantesy Amateur Press Association.) In April,
1937 when Wellheim discontinued the publication as a subscripticn magezine and
initiated an exclusive presc association distribution fandom lost a worth while
Journalistic effort, for The Phantagraph quickly degenerated during its fimnal
years into a near-valueless, slip~shod effort produced sclely to maintain the m-
putation of being the oldest fan megazine still apwearing regularly.

The last effort of the Wollheim~Shepard combinatior was the magezine
Fonciful Tales of Time and Svace., This neat, printed publication appearedin the
fall of 1936. It boasted a fine cover by Clay FPergusgon, Jr., and featursed HThe
Nameless City" of H.P.Lovecraft along with other excellent material by  Keller,
Howard, Wollheim, Derleth and others, Yet, although fan response to it waa fair,
and although it was in every way a production of which the publishers had every
reason to be proud, mechanical difficulties prevented a second mumber from ever
being igsused,

The failure of Fanciful Tales ended the coalition of Wollheim and Shep-
ard permanently, - Shepard on his own tack produced "The History of the Necronom-
icon! of Lovecraft, and issued three numbers of a little fan magazine The Rebel
vhich he planned to fill with hotly controversial material. However, it never
showed any promise and went to its deserved death, dragging with it into oblivion
Shepord himself, whose only eppearance thereafter was Gue to materisl left in the
hends of the Moskowitz Manuscript Bureau, The Tsrrestial Fantascience Guild it~
self expired quietly too, dying as it had been born with an utter lack of fanfare
end being quickly forgotten by all concerned.

VIiII
The Sgiencs Fiction Leagus

The birth of TFG coincided almost exactly with that of an even more
important organization, the Science Fiction League, Credit for conceiving the
league idea is generzlly given to Charles D. Hornig, editor of Wonder Siories at
the time and the first managing-secretary of the group. However, in an autobio~
graphy printed in Fantasy Megezine, Hornig atetes that Gerneback broached the
iden originally. While this might be simple diplomacy of a subordinate, it will
be remembered that Gernsback initiated a Short Wave League in one of hig chain
of radio magazines some ysars earlier, so that Hornig may be relating no more
than the simple truth,

Announcement of the SFL was made in the May, 1934 Wonder Stories, and
on the magazine's cover there appeared the league!s emblem of a soaring rocket.
Gernsback himgelf had written a four-page editorial introduction describing the
plan. Certificates of membership, emblematic lapel buttons and club stationery
were ready for distribution. It was obvieus that more than trifling preparation
had gone into the creation of this, the firat professionally sponsored clud for
fantasy fans, 4 board of directors, largely composed of profegeional  authors,
but with the most prominent letter~writers of the day (Ackerman and Darrow) also
represented, had been chosen. Gernsback wag liasted as the executive secretary,
and Hornig held the assistant secretaryls post.




Gerngback summed up the league &s "a non-~commercial membership organi-
zation for the futherance and betterment of the art of science fiction." No one
realized at the time that in so doing he had renounced his belief that science
fictionists must be science~hobbyists, that he had founded an organization which
specifically stipulated itg aim to be the furtherance of science~fiction--———sci-
ence itself---his former idol---not even being listed seconderily. At this point
it should also be realized that those who in their later battles sgainst Fonder
Stories, the SFL and their representatives uged ‘the Gernsback delusica" as a
rallying cry were actually crying down a conception long since discarded., A wman
of intelligence, Cernsback recognized that while science-~hobbyists did  exist,
they were nevertheless greatly outnumbered by fans of the fiction stemming from
it—~and recognizing this fact, acted accordingly.

League rules were few and liquid, their flexibility admittedly not de~
signed to cope with situations brought szbout by fan~feuding. Indirecily the or-
ganization would benefit Wonder Stories in duilding up 2 stable reading audience
and thus ipcreasing its circulation; however, this in itself could Pe regardedas
furthering the cause of science~fiction., ZEven if it were granted that the SFL's
basis was a wholly commercial one, therefore, fanwide benefits which accruad asa
result were of necessity independant of this. Looking back from the ventage of
a decade's perspective, we are forced in fact to admit that the Science Fiction
League was more beneficial and important to fandom than any orgenization  which
preceeded or followed it. Not only @did it actually create the fan field as we
know the latter today, but it gave the field something that it had never posses-
sed before: realization of its own existence.

From every part of the country there emerged through 1local chapters
those fans who were most interested in their hobby, those who would form  the
teckbone of & national structure. Communication between individual members was
facilitated by the SFL columns that eppeared in each issue of Wonder Stories, and
which carried fan names and addresses. League~sponsored quizzes, compiled by
leading fang of the day, called for en encyclopsdic science~-fictional knowledge
if one were to obtain a high score, and through this medium Yoo were reputations
gained in the field. The sectiong in these quizzes devoted to pure science were
relatively small-—-—ah additional indication of the trend toward ever weightier
emphasis upon fiction at science's expense. = — -

And slowly, frequently after a laborious gestatlon, individudl chapters
began to appesr. Some, of course, were of no lasting importance, being virtual-
17 no more than the three members' names required for official recognition. Oth~
ers, homover, mere destined to leave a permanent mark on fandom's history.

George Gerdon Clark, who held the honor of being the SFL's first mem-~
ber, was unique also in forming its first chapter, thet of Brooklym. The very
fact that he had received membership card number one was the determining factor
in convinecing Clark that he should make himself a leading fan; and, after organ-
izing lacal chapter number one, there was no holding him back. He quickly accum-~
wlated a large science~fiction collection, purchased & mimeograph machine, and
engaged in a whirlwind flurry of activity that persisted at a high pitch for the
duration of his stay in the field.

Chapter number two was formed in Lewiston by Stuart Ayers, and never
attained much prominence, though Ayers was a gincere and interested fen. Jack
Schaller formed the third (Erie) chapter. The Los Angeles chapter, one of the
most important, was organized soon after (October, 1934) by E. C. Reynolds about
whom little is unfortunately known: two other important fans, Roy Test and W.Hof-
ford, were on the initial roster. Ackerman put in an appearance at this time,
too, apologzizing for his inability to create a chapter in San Francisco. Soon
the league was spreading like wildfire, with locals being sponsored by suchnames
ag Robert W. Lowndes, 4rthur L. Widner, Olon F. Wiggins, Lewis F. Torrence, D.R.
Welch, Robert A, Ward, L. M. Jenson, Paul Freehafer, Clarence J. Wilhelm, Vernon
E. Jones, Bob Tucker, Day Gee, H, W. Kirschendlit, Allen R, Charpentier, Thomas




8. Gardner, Henry Hapmse, Joseph Hatch, Leslie Johnson, Raymond A. Pslmer, Lionel
Dilbeck and Alvin Zarl Perry. From this list one can gein some idea of the num~
ber of fans urged into activity by the concept of the Science Fiction Lesgue. To~
day mony sere still well kmown in the field, though until their appearsnce in SFL
columns they had never been heard from,

Ag hag been remarked, the greater part of the league roster was dead-
wood., Typical of many such short-lived locals was the Newark branch, organized
in lay, 1935 by Rotert Behr, Charles Purcell and Senm iLiosgkowitz, and later auge
mented by John Maderas, William einer and Otto Schuck, ZLittle of consequence
wag sccomplished in the three or four meetings held, and the group finally broke
up because of & controversy as to what $¥pe of activity to engpge in., it no time
did the members think of contacting the nearby New York or Jersey City chapters,
oddly enouch, and thus attain some share of mutual progress.

Undoubtedly the outstanding chapter of the time was that in Chicago.
Authors and fang alike were represented on its roster, nsmes such as Talter Den—
nis, Jack Darrow, Williem Dillenback, Harry Boosel, Florence Reider, Paul ;‘cDer-
mott, kilton J. Latzer, Howerd Funk, Neil de Jack, Al Fedor and the three Rinder
brothers being prominent., The reports of their meetings printed in Tonder Stories
eclivsed in interest those of all others. NMorecver, they published sn official
organ called The Fourteen Leaflet, vhich asppearsd regularly from Hovember, 1935,
to the Spring of 1937.

The Chicago chapter planned, during the summer of 1935, to send dele~
gates to the nationnl SFL headquarters in New York-—-a meeting which would, had
it materialized as plamned, have been in effect the first national conventionin
fandom. Charles D, Fornig wae informed that Jack Darrow, William Dillenback and
Otto Binder would arrive in New York on the evening of June 28, 1925. In honor
of the occasion a2 meeting wes arranged at the Wonder Stories offices & o which
Hornig invited many of the most importent local science~fictionists of the dav.
4t the eleventh hour word was received that the Chicago delegation had been de—
layed, and could not arrive as planned; Hornig decided to hold the meeting des—
pite this factw--a wise docision, since i% proved to be far and away the finest
held up to that dete. Present were Philip J. Bartel, Frank B. Long, Jre, Theo-
dore Lutwin, Laurence Menning, George G. Clark, Irving Kosow, Herbert Leventman,
A. L. Selikowitz, Conrad M. Ruppert, Julius Schwartz, John B. Michel, Donald 4.
Wollheim, Herbert Goudket, Kennsth Sterling and Julius Unger. The Chicago trio
arrived the next day, which they spent in compeny with Hornig, Weisinger and
Schwartz; their thousgand~-mile trip was ons of the most interesting news tidbits
to circulate in fandom at the time, and went well with the chapterts reputation
as the leading SFL group of its day.

Ag leading members moved from the Chicago area, however, the chapter
gradually lost the nucleus of its activity, and when the Gernsback regime col -~
lapsed in 1936 the teginning of its end wes morked. Dissatisfaction with the
re juvenated league under Standard Publications! benner was 2 possible cause of
severance of all SFL ties in 1937, vhen the group announced themselves 73  the
Chicago Science Fiction Club in the final number of The Fourteen Leaflet. Soon
meetings were abandoned entirely, and members were heard from only on an indivi-
dual basis thereafter.

The Brooklyn chapter, meanwhile, though boasting less than ten members
blossomed forth smartly under Clark's live-wire guidance. Together, these fans
produced The Brooklyn Reporter, whose firgt issue was mimeographed in February,
1938, 1In all~around interest it hsad more appeal than any extant publication in
the field save Fantasy liagazine, Basically it was a primer for the neowhrte fan
and truly te the uninitiated an object of fascination, though at the time Woll-
heim snd other comparative veterans poo-poohed its "stale news.! The Reporter
featured biogravhies of science~fiction celebrities, reviews of current fantostic
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stories, quiz columne, hints to collectors, stc., to these were later added reviews
of books, news items and lorger articles, Before the megpzine's five~issue life
vag over it had added Selikowitz , Vidner and Wollheim to its staff, sent copies
to the heads of every Science Fiction Lsague chapter, and undoubtedly converted
many fans to real activiiy in the field,

The only cther league organ of iuportance was Lincoln SFL Noinss, pub-
lished by the Lincoln, Illinois chapter which was headed ty ». H. Thomngon. This
fgrouwp poon fadsd into inactivity, however, without having made any substantial
contribution to the rfen world.

Two other locals are worthy of pessing mention. In England Douglas ¥,
Farer hended the league!s first foreign branch at Leeds, a chapter which was to
include many of the most important science.-fictionigls in the area and prove a
rallyingpoint for British fans generally, 1In Philadelphia the chapter of 1il-
ton A, Rothman was likewise destined tc have & long znd active life.

A egecond SFL quiz had bzen publighed, and the organization presented a
placid surfacs mirroring national cooperation. But beneavh this c2lm were  be-
ginning to flow currents that were to wreck the league's efficient functioning
completely. The sources of these were noi only the Terrestial Fantasience (uild
and the Internationst Scientific Association, but the greater New York Chapters
of the Science Fiction Ieoague itself, Development and interdependence of  the
latter will now be considered in detail,

William S, Sykora, who hsd entered fandom when he attended = few of the
late Scievceer meetings, was director of the New York City chapter, whose roster
also incluced Juliug Schwartz, Conrad H, Rupper, Dorald 4, Wollheim and John B.
Michzl., Here for the first time the first and ¥¥¥ond faadom groups Wore mesting
on common ground, and the close contact only emphasized the rift dividing then.,
The vounger members, justly or no, felt that the attitude of veterans toward them
we.s patroniziag and at times antagonistic, and these mutual differences were une
questionsbly involved in the genesis of the trouble into which the chapter cuick
1y drifted. - ¥9etings were held alternately at the homes of Sykora and Ruspert .
From the first this was the group for which Hornig held the highest hopes. Tis

droam of making it the SFL showpiece was doomed never to be realized, however,
The membership never exzceeded the original five, and since thess five prompily
split into two factions having 1little in common Hornig in desperation finally

issued a ples for someone to take the job of reorganizing the chapter and putting
it on its feet. Put no offers were forthcoming.

In Brooklyn, meanwhile, more trouble was afoot. At & well -~ attended
meeting with Hornig himself present, member Harold Krshenblit was voted out of
the secretary's office on charges of gross inefficiency. Disgruntled by  this
Birschenblit later wrote to Hornig, saying that there was no reason why a borough
the size of Brooklyn could not have two SFL chapters; Hornig consenting, a group
of fens was rounded up and Kirschenblit applied for a charter. This was granted,
and in june, 1935 he was appointed director of the Zastern New York SFL, subsid-
fary 1A of the Brooklyn chapter., By making it a subsidiary club Hornig hoped to
maintain a grester moasure of control over it, as Clark, head of the parent cheyn-
ter, was quite friendly to him,

Harold Kirschenblit had not showvm any outstanding abilities at lesder-
ship orior to this time, but the new group he headed blossomed forth remerkably.
This was due not only to his own native ability, dut %o a rapid decline of the
parent Brooklyn chapter, There gre several reasons for this decline, TFirst of
all, its activities fell off in interest. Aside Prom publication of The Brooklm
Reporter the only serious nursuit undertsken was a wesk attempt to catalog fan-
tasy cartoons; and in a day when the groundwork of fandom was in the procesg of
being built this was idle luxurv at best. More important, however, was Xirsch-
entlit!s fevorable location; unlike Clark, he headed a chapter which met near




members! homes. And with these factors in his faver, he socon had such active
fans as Frederick Pohl, Irving Kosow, Herman Leventman and Marvin Miller attend-
ing meetings regmlarly; frequent visitors were Wollheim and Sykora, with Hornig,
Schwartz, lichel and even Clark hinself being present occasionally. The editor-
ial in the first Arcturus, official orgsn of the Zestern New York SFL, summesd up
the situation quite ently:
The ENYSFL, the largest in New York City to date,

has grown from the modest role of the first sub-chapter, %o

its present comranding position on the SFL horizon. It has

far outgrown its parent chspter, the Brooklyn SFL, snd is

still growing rspidly. Scercely a meeting goes by without

the addition to our rolls of at least one new member, Charles

D, Hornig...egreed at a recent meeting that hereafter the

SHYSFL would be in complete command of the SFL activities in

Brooklyn, the Brooklyn chapter to become dormant.

This was en almost eensationsl turn of events. And it was now evident
to Hornig that he had failed in his attempt to keep the local chapters strongly
under his control., Here the Brooklyn stronghold had quickly melted away and the
New York City group, having shown virtuslly no activity, reaulred reorganization.
In an attempt to reaffirm leadership, Hornig took over directorship of the lat~
ter himself, The result of his action was an explosion which rocked the Science
Fiction League on its very foundations, one which for showmanship has yet to be
surpassed in the fan world.

(Part 3)

IX
The New ISA and The International Observer

In 1932, as a result of letters interchanged in the readers! column of
Amazing Stories megezine, a correspondence had sprung up samong Carl Johnson, E.
C. Love and Talter Kubilus. The three decided to form an organization for the
benefit of science-fiction advocates, and, formulating it on the basis of Gerns—
back's deal that fans phould be science hobbyists (& genesisg similar to that of
the old Science Correspondence Club), they founded the Edison Science Ciub., Co-~
incident with this sction, The Edison Science Correspondence Club Journsl wasis-
sued. Elections held in September, 1932 elevated Love to presidency, snd gave
the posts of vice-president and secretary~treasurer to Johnson and Williom Palm-
er respectively. At first the group prospered, but all too soon many felt hemp-
ered by the lack of facilities for expsnsion, So, believing that the orgsniza~
tion wae simply becoming enmired ever more deeply in & hopeless rut, members Ku~
bilus and Gerveis left the parent body and formulated plans for the Cosmos Sci~
ence Club., '"hen John B. Ifichel entered the scene he suggested the addition of
the word "International® to the new club!s title. 4ind he, together witlh the otk
er two, published a fan magazine, Rediogram, which published a miscellaneous ag-
sortment of odds and ends and ran for but two issues. Failing in his attemnts to
strengthen the Edison Science Club after the defection of Kubilus ané Gervais,
Love ceded all its rights to the two for their International Cosmos Science Club
end publicly ennounced the fact in a bulletin titled The £diogrsm.




Upon leerning of the ICSC, Willism S, Sykora felt that it was an excel-
lent beginning for a trpe of club he had in mind. He beceme a membsr, and noting
that progress was at a virtual standstill because of gbandonment of its publica-
tion and inefficient campaigning for new recruits—-the latter resson, ironical-
ly enough, having been the main one for its secession from the parent ZSC --- he
arranged with lMichel for his own appointment to the chairmanship of a committee
vosgsessing virtually dictatorial powers, being even entrusted with the authority
to interpret the clubfg constitution to the membership.

But before describing the first important events of Sykora's fon ca~
reer, let us consider briefly the man'!s background. Sykora first appeared on
the gcene during the latter days of the Scienceers. Indeed, after the dissolu-
tion of this group, he spproached Glasser and Unger early in 1934 in an wunsuc-
cessful attempt to bring about its revival. To understand hin best it wust be
realized that Willism Sykora was an old-time science~fictionist. ﬁg epitomized
the Gernsback ideal that all readers of the genre ghouwld consider the sdvancement
of science their serious aim. Ke had amsssed a solid scientific background, and
hig cellar boasted a well-equipped leboratory. Beside en excellent science-fic-
tion collection rested an imposing assemblage of scientific tomes. Several short
articles by him hed appeared in the pages of Science and iMechanics, including A
Scientific Paradox," a prize-~winning entry in a contest sponsored by this maga-
zine, He garnered yet another prize in a similar contest published in }echanics
gnd Handiceraft. Undoubtedly he was a person of intelligence and capnability, The
old IS4 end its Cosmology had always fascinated him; to his mind, thisg was  the
type of organization fandom needed. 4nd when all efforts to revive the Scien-
ceers came %o naught, he therefore cast sbout for means whereby a new group con-
forming to these ideals might be found. In so doing he contacted the Interna-
tional Cosmos Science Club through iiichel, his friend,

Realizing immediately the ICSC!'s potentialities, Sykora lost no timein
utilizing his newly~won powers in that organization. On the strength of lichels
associstion with The Hediogram, he was entrusted with the editorship of The In-
ternational Observer, the revitalized club's official organ. Perhaps unexpect-
edly, Michel seemed to have a flare for this type of work. He created for The
International Cbperver the first silk—screened cover ever geen in the fan world.
From the first issve these covers, astoundingly well done for an amateur, lent
to the magazine e distinctive, plessing appearance unlike that found in the ma-
jority of its fen competitors. This enviable standard was maintained throughout
its entire life,

The second issue of this publication presenteda constitution, as drawn
up by & committee composed of Edward Gervais, Dey Gee and Michel, (Cerveis will
be remembered as an outstanding member of the Terrestrial Fantascience Guild snd
Gee had teen on the roster of Palmer's International Scientific association.) This
constitution wae unique in that it represented the first effort of a science-~
fiction fan club to establish anything resembling the mechanics of democracy,and
although democracy often limped badly during the ICSC's higtory, there was evi-
dent at all times some semblance of its presence,

In theory, the elub was designed to embrace both science hobbyists and
science~fiction fans; this was borne out, furthermore, by the International} Ob-
server's byline, "of science and science~fiction." As long as the first presi-
dent, Edward Gervals, was in office, however, the emphasis was on science, snd
fiction was slmost completely crowded out of the club's periodicel. The latter
was divided into such sectional headings as "Chemistry," "Physics," Pastronomy"
and "Biology.," and its articles bore such staid titlesg as "Neutronium," VColor-
Wavesg,” "Diamondg," YA Vigit to the Adler Planetarium.! etc. Nevertheless, some
topics of fictionel interest were introduced from the very first, HMichel wrote
an interesting column titled "The Science Fiction Critic." 4 contest for the
best original story was announced in the second number of The Internationsl Ob—
server, this being open to all members who had paid their dues in full, (This
contest was won by Florence PRelder, an active member of the Chicago SFL chapter.)
A second contest of different nsture was anncunced later,




37corals influence wpa rlso evidend in the incepiion ofa club library,
composed of both seientific and fictional volumes, which was kept at his home.
It was due in no small measure to him as well that the club's publication mein-
tained a regular, monthly schedule of sppearance, and that its membership grew
steadily larger.

The International Cosmos Science Club was, of course, no local group,
Nevertheless many of i%s adherents lived in the greater Iew York area, andsoc it
wag hardly surprising that they shouid affirm their presence by  designating
themselves 2 locel chapter, This was done on February 3, 1935, at a meetingat-
tended by Sykora, Wollheim, Michel snd Herbert Goudket. Thereafier the group met
regularly at Sykora-s nome, and these gatherings often reached peaks of interest
that surpacsed many of the best SFL chapter meetings.

Aside from the social benefits invelved, the chapter undertock many
worthwnile activities., The first of these was & series of experiments in amateur
rocketry. Four rocksts coastrucied by Sykora were launched on larch 10, 1935
in the presence of the New York chapter of the ICSC and representatives of ssv-
eral SFL chapters. While none of these rockets achieved startling success, the
subsequent accounts of the experimenis written by Sykora were extremsely well done,
end drew forth profound respect from all quarters. Motion pictures of these ex—
periments were tsken, and were later shown at Queens SFL meetings emong other
places. It is obvious that despite the club's compasratively smsll roster it was
very active and posseseed of great potentialities because of alert leadership.

Attempts were msde to get publicity for the organization through the
SFL. Gervais! letter to Hornig met, however, with a curt rebuff,

«.w8 are not going to ask our readers to join an~
other science fiction organization when the S.F.L. gives and
will give everything that can be asked for and is open to
all-—even those who cannot afford the $1.50 dues of your or-
genization (which mekes the ICSC look 2 bit commereizl in
nature),

e can see absolutely no advantage in your organ-~
ization over the S.I\L. If you can show us anything that the
ICSC can do that the League cannot, we would be willing to
go into this further,

This reply was printed above Hornig's signature in the International
Qbserver; it was not commented upon editorially, and the matter wag dropped, But
it was the genesis of later discord with the SFL., The ICSC quickly and decis—
ively showed that it could indeed accomplish things that the SFL could not—-and
the first of these was the rocketry experiment noted above. This achievenent
was begrudgingly acknowledged in the League's column in Wender Stories., It be-
came immediately ohvious that Hornig had taken the wrong tack. The IOSC st thisg
time was predominately a seientific-minded organization, and could easily have
been accorded an official blessing and recommendation &s a haven for scisnce-
hobbyists. Hornig!s rough handling of the group, which he insisted on treating
a8 a competing one, not only showed a lack of mature acumen but proved to have
disastrous results.

The election of February 13, 1935 had raiszed Sykora %o nresidency, Gor—
vais having been reduced to the vice president's post and Michel and Goudket be-
ing given the respective positions of secretary and treasurer. The leaders thus
swept into power almost immediately transformed the ICSC into a militant group.
Ae we have seen, Hornig's attitudo had certainly not made relations with the SFHL
any more friendly. On top of this, personal arguments at local New York chapter
meetings made them even less so., But they deteriorated into open animosity vhen
Wollkeim recounted to members in all its sordid detail the non-payment scandal
he haé recently uncovered,
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The ICSC, which had previously lent but mildly passive aid to the Ter—
roatrial Fantascience Guild, now cooperated completely in an all-out mutual) ef-~
fort to umash the Science Fiction League and Fonder Storieg itself. ICSC membera
mimsographed on club equipment the April, 1935 number of the TFG Bulletin, which
contained Wollteim's expone of Gernsback!'s volicies, and helped distridute it asg
well, They emphauized their own democratic constitution with the slogan "the
only membern' club®——in contrast, of course, to the League, where members had
no sppeal from arvitrary decisions of the assistent secretary. They issued a fan
magazine titled Flabbers=sting Stories, obviously e burlesque of Wonder Storises,
which bors the byline "a schrechlich publication.” In this azpvesred humorous
barbed allusions to the non-payment practice and references to a "Sexy-Science~
Fiction Soviet Auxiliary" for frustrated fans, caricaturing the SFL.

dichel's "Science Fiction Critic!" column in Ihe Intarnational Observeyr
rrinted decidedy unfavorable reviews of the fiction in Wonder Stories. 32ditor—
lals urged readers to get the TFG Bulletin and learn of the Gernsback scandsl, A
new column called "Sun Spots" was initiated by Wollheim, and revealed how Gerns-
back had aided the dissolution of the old Scienceers, first by attempts to make
them become the unwilling nucleus of the dmerican Interplanetary Society, and
then by not paying (as promised) for their neeting room at the iuseum of Natural
History=——thus inferring that Gernsback spent most of his spare time in disrpt-
ing fan organizationg, Simul taneously an attack weslaunched at the editors of
Fentasy .agazine, who were labelled &g traitors to the fan field for keeping se-
cret the infamous Gernsback affair and for refusing to print in their maguzing
anything vhich reflected unfavorably upon him or Wonder Stories. The intolerance
of the Fantasy Magazine group toward newcomers in the field was thus also reap-
ing its harvest of opposition.

¥ith each succeeding issus of The Interpational Observer these attscks
inorensed in volume and effectiveness, Those found in the "Sun Spots" column in
perticular 1eft no line of fire untried. ollheim shoved a real talent for pre-
senting legitimate news items in such a way that they reflected unfavorably upon
Hornig, the Science Fiction Leagus, Wonder Stories and Fantasy iHagazine. He was
an implacable foe, and had his colum received wider ecirculation it seems quite
likely that 1t could have brought the SFL to its knees without outside aid. In~
dsed, Wollheim boasted of hig knowledge that copies of The International CObserver
wara in tha ¥onder Storieg editorial office, with all comments relevant to the
eituation encircled., {These very copies are now in the poasession of this his-
torian, and have proved invaluable in Compiling an account of the affair, Woll-
heim was not correct, however, in stating that such words as "untrue” and "gcan~
dalous™ had been pencilled in the wmarging beside such comments. Moreover, inter-~
est had not been confinegd solely to this feud, for Schwartz had also encircied
all statsments relative to the Anthony Gilmore Expoae as well ss Tucker!s "death, M)
Michel's column, “The Science Fiction Critic," was likewise active in the battle.
In 1t he once remsrked:

1 believe fantasy saw its best days when it (Fan-
tasy Megazine) was the Science Fiction Digest in purpose as
well es name. Lately it has become the stamping ground for
Charles D, Hornig, memaging editor of Wonder Stories, who has
taken it over (apparently) and is using it as a medium to
advertise his magazine. I think this is an obvious fact.

Letters from an anonymous party terming himself "The Fantagiegt? began
to circulate among SFL chapter heads, with effective propagands against the
League. Ruppert, a friend of Hornig, once intimated that if he were to revesl
to the president of the aAuthors Leéague all that he kmew atout Gernsbacik, steps
would be immediately taken to put him out of business. At a meeting of the New
York chapter Hornig himself was tricked into stating that the SFL's chief purpose
wes a commercial one.



For a while Hornig refreined from meking any public statements. But
the relentless pressure could not long be endured, Hie first defense was in the
nature of vaguely phresed references to parties attempting to "undermine® the SFL
who, he hoped, "would mend their ways." When this did no good, he threatened to
"reorganize" the New York Chapter, stating that the poor showing made by some of
the top fans in the field there was shameful. The result being but to increase
the activity of his oppotition, Hornlg resorted to a desperate and sengational
expedient to quell this dangerous uprising. The September, 1935 number of Wonder
Storieg carried the following ennouncement:

THREE MERBEZRS EXPELLED

It grieves us to announce that we have found the
first dieloyalty in our organization, We have discovered
that three of our members, who run what they congider a com-
peting club to the SFL, have done all within their power,
through personal letters and published notices, to disrepute
the League, Wonder Storieg, and the Gernsback outfit by
spreading gross untruths and libellous slander $o other sci-
ence=fiction fane and authors., They joined the Leagus only
to be able to attack it better. We are extremely sorry
that we cennot know every fan's intentions when applications
are received, but we have proved only three-tenths of one per
cent wrong in our enrolment, so we hope that the other mem=
bers will forgive us. These members we expelled on June 12th.
Their names are Donald A. Wollheim, John B. Michel, and Wil--
liam S. Sykora~—-thres active fane who just got themselves
onto the wrong road.

The attitude of fandom as a whole toward this expulsion was relatively
passive, liost readers knew little, if anything, of the grim struggle between the
STL and the ICSC. Some had probably formed an unfavorable opinion of Wollheim
through his extremely critical letters published in Wonder Storieg' readers col-~
unn, and therefore dismissed the incident as an unpleasantly justified one. Onmly
& hendful was aware, through ICSC-distributed propagends, of the other gide of
the matter, A% least one importent fen, however, Fred Anger, resigned in protest
to the action. 4Among the active fang--outsids of the Fantagy Magazine zroup~-—-
sympathy with the outcssts was general ,

If the righteousness of their motives were disregarded, there would be
no doubt that the three richly deserved to be expelled. But Horpig had blundered
egain, Wollheim, as we have noted, had made himgelf unpopwlar through publica-
tion of bis letters criticizing (among other things) the magazine's poliey of
reprinting German szience-~fiction: hia unpopularity was not due to being wrong
on these points, but rather to the men's habit of incorporating in each of his
ietiers some personsl slurs or innuendos entirely unnecessary to the success of
hig arguments. (Thig characteristic wae apparent again and sgain in his later
fan 1ife, and often operated to cancel out an entire line of reaaoning in minds
of readers, losing for Wollheim debates he had easily won if simple logic 2lone
wore taken into consideration.) Thus Wollhsim could safely have been offered up
85 & scapegoat, for beyond the pudlication and editing of the megmzine contain-
;:g ;he h:lk °{yhi“ attacgs Sykora had printed no attack of hig om, and }Nichel

@an largely concernsd with the Fantagy Magngine group rather than with the
sadh wERE"HYE SETPRESAIVERY RRe°RNA, k4", 2¢ Hichel fomd sonsorvey i tho
aetive role in the ign. Hornmig thus succeeded only in uniting a vengigul

opposition even more terninedly against him, and the result was o be aiark
molodrana in the meeting halls of the SFL chaptera.



X
Other Happenings of 1935

in Austin, Texas an individual named D. R. Welch hed gone into business,
buying and selling science-fiction end fan megezines. Tnis enterprise he cop-
ducted under the name of the Science Fiction Syndicate, In order to further his
business by arousing interest in the lesser-known fan publications and such ob~
gscure professional efforts as the British Scoops, Welch compiled and William L.
Crawford published the first list of amateur periodicals of fandom. It was en—
titled Science Fiction Bibijiosraphy, and its resumé omitted very few items of im~
portence. Ii remwsins to this day a collector's item of great interest.

In evaluating The International QObserver and the TFG Bulletin Welch
remarked that they were 'not in themselves worthy of being collecied.! ILearning
of this, Wollheim contected Welch, informing him of the campaign being waged by
the TFG snd the ICSC, asking him to exemine recent issues of the organizations!
of ficial orgens and to reconsider his opinion of their importance. Whether fear
of the TFG's campaging boycotting unfeir dealers had lent some weight to Toll-
hein's request is not known, but the fact remains that Welch shortly thereafter
mimeographed and cireulsted with copies of his bibliography a one-paged circulsr
vhich stated, among other things:

The Bulletin ia now & magazine in which all science

fiction fens will be intensely interssted. The April issue

contains vital information about the farlure of Wonder Stories

to pey its suthors.

Fons should welcome this magazine which gives them
honest and accurate information.
Nor do we discourage fans from joining The Inter-

notional Cosmos Scienos Club or subscridbing to its official

publication, The Internationsl Ohserver. This magazine has

shown consistent improverent witl cach issue. Under the

guidance of William S. Sykora and Donald Wollheim it should

make even grester strides in the future,

Arthur ("Bob") Tucker will be remembered as a contributor to the pages
of The Fantagy Fen and Fantasy Megazine, both serious efforts and humorous ones
coming from his pen. Of the latter (rzany of which bore the byline of his alter
ego, "Hoy Ping Pong") such extrapolations on science~fiction as his accomnt of a
future fan convention held on the planet Pluto proved most popular. His clomm-
ing spread to the megazines! reader—columns, where, hitting upon the notion of
parodying re ders! requests, it the reached its acme of notoriety. Readers from
time immemorial -had complained ebout paper-quality, type-size, roush edges, qual-
ity of illustrations, the maguzines! sizesg, and so on. Tucker decided to show
them how ridiculous and picayune all this was, and with characteristic mock #cri-
ousnegs wrote to the editor of Astcunding Storieg, demanding that the wive stzples
which bound the magazine together bs removed, as they disgraced the field by indict-
ing its originslity. Flavored chewing-gum, he hintad, would be prefersble; and for
true dignity nothing could surpass the platinum fastseer. To carry out his nlan,
Tucker appointed himself dictator of the Society for the Prevention of Wire Sta— .
pleg in Scientifiction Magazines———or the SPWSSTEM for short.

The very absurdity of the movement caughi the fiskle juvenile Ffancy of
the fans. 4 flood of letters pro and con poured in, the mozk coniroversy giving
rise to dozens of gimilar organizations, each and every one of wnich desicnated
itself by a long set of initials. The primary opposing group was headed by High
Cocolorum Donald A. Wollheim; it called itself the IAQPUMULFSTAPUSA, vhich stood




for Internationsl and 4llied Organization for the Purpose of Upholding and lain-
tairing the Use of Metallic Fasteners in Science Fiction Publicetions of the.Uh1-
ted Statos of America, TUncomplimeniery remarizs were exchanged between the rival
groups in their cfficisl publicationg~--these Loing Tucksr's renounsd D! Journal
vhose menbarsaip lish allegedly includod meny lseding euthors and editors, and
Wollaein's Pelymorphepuclaated Leucocyte. The fimal rounds of the battle were
unquestionably Wollheim's, for it was shown that D'Journsl had, contrary to its
esthical stand, used staples for binding,

Reader-reaction soon turned ageinst the alphabetical societies as the
more mature faction of the audience began to assert itself, however. But the
horseplay was not destined to peter out igmominiously, being brought to an
abrupt and drematic ccnclusion by two letters printed in the January, 1936 issue
of Astounding Stories. The first was & letter from one Anne Sujcley, notifying
the magazine's readers of the death of Bobd Tucker, who was operatzd upon, and
"never regained@ consciousaess.” Tne second vas from Tucker himself, ostengibly
written befor: the operation, in which he raquested all the alphabetical socie-~
ties to combine into two orposing groups. Editor Tremeine in a footnote agked
readers to "accept his challenge and work for unity."

he entire affair was so rrerosterous—-imagine taking the organization
of such groups seriouslyl-—that resders did not know what to believe, Tucker,
the perfect fan focl, dead? It was inconceivable, Some New Yorl: Skeptics tele-
eraphed Tucker's family, receiving a Twein-like reply from Tucker himself to the
effect that reports of his death were greatly exaggerated. And slowly it became
apparent to fardom that the entire affair had beecn a bhoax, Tucker 2laimed that
1t was somsone clse's idea of a Jcko, and that ho himgelf knew nothing of it: but
Tremaine took an entirely differept attitude. He had lsarned of the hoax before
the copies c¢f the magazine carrying it reached the newsstands, and, with the nat-
ural reaction of a men whoae ready symaihy is made 1light of, he deided that ag
far as the readers of Agounding Storiss wers concerrzd, Tucker would stay dead,
And indeed it wasg . long, long tima, as eras of Fandom are recizcnod, before let-
ters bearing Tucker's name were published in Astoundine again,

dlthough Tucker's D'Jourael was not his smitial entry into the amsteur
publishing field (he was responasible for The Flansigid, an evaneacent periodical
appearing in 1932) it remained for soms time his most important one, for though
Wollhein's "Sun Snots" spoke from time to time of projects he was allegedly plan~
ning, iittle or nothing further was heard of the men until late 1938.

Throughout all the strife of 1935 it is well to keep in mind that Jul-
ius Schawartz snd lort Weisinger had kept dantagy Hagazine far in the front of the
field, and that "the digest of imaginative literature" remained the dead center
of science~fiotion fandom. The quality, variety and all-arouzd interest of its
storiss by such top-notch authors as A, Merritt, stories that were obtained at
no cost, while professional publications offering tempting word-rates could ob-
tain from werritt nary a line. The magazinels art work, done by *he clever ana-
teur Clay Fergnaon, Jre, wns likewise up to the same high stendard, and comoared
favorably with that found in the professional fantasy magezinzz., With the chanae
in title from Solence Piction Digsgt (msde in Jamuery, 1934) the coverace of me~
torial had become brecader than ever, and naturally had resulted in an even wid-
r reader-appeal, After an ¢laborately fine second anniversary mmber, a seriea
of issues dedicated each to a proressicnal fantogy magazine vag launched, snd
these incresged Fantasy Kssmgine's poprlarily yot moso. After three bimonthly
numcers the periodical resumed monthly publication in April, 1935, and from then
until the third smniversary its Suprémacy was impossible to challenge,
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(part 4)

During the depression period jobs were extremely difficult to obtain,
so Julius Schwartz and Mort Weisinger struck upon the idea of agenting fan-
tasy stories as a means of earning a living., \eisinger, who had some abili-
ties as an author, began by peddling his own yarns, some of which he event-
ually sold. The close contacts the two had with all the important authors
and editors of the day (as a result of Fantasy Magazine) soon bore fruit,
and it was not long before no less a personage than Stanley G. Weinbaum was
a elient of their Solar Sales Agency. Schwartz and Weisinger sold virtu-
ally all of the stories that Yeinbaum ever wrote, and the sheaf of corres-
pondence concerning them is one of the most treasured items in Schwartisz’
files today. Henry Hasse was another author on their list, as were P, Schuy-
ler Milier, J. Harvey Haggard, Dr, David H, Keller, Thomas S. Gardner and
others, It was through the Solar Sales Agency that Weisinger first came in
contact with Ned Fines' comparitively new magazine-chain, Standard Publi-
cations, managed by Leo Margulies. And later, vhen Standard purchased
Wonder Stories, events showed that Margulles had not forgotten the young
fellow vho had continually tried to sell stories to him,

Schwartz took over the agency himself when Weisinger left in 1936, and
several years later, when newstand fantasy titles were cropping up every
month, his reputation as "gcience-fiction specialist" bore fruit, and his
business became even more successful. At times, complete issues of sclence-
fiction magazines were composed of material purchased from the Schwartz
agency, His early start in the field had eventually gained for him such
popular writers as Fando Binder, John Russell Fearn, Manly Wade Wellman,
Malcolm Jameson, Leigh Brackett, Ray Bradbury, David V, Reed, and nahy,
many others, (later fans turned agent--such as Frederick Pohl, Robert W,
Lowndes and Sam Moskowitz--found the pickings lean indeed, and theirs was
the harder task of selling the work of new writers.)

Shortly after the inception of the Science Fiction League, Hornig
created another new feature for Wonder Stories, "The Science Fiction Swap
Column," This column was composed of advertisements of fans who had any-
thing to buy, sell or exchange, and the rate charged (two cents a word)
was eminently reasonable., It was through this medium that many resders
learned that fan magazines exiasted, and it was the first important means
whereby these fan magazines eould reach the attention of new converts.

The column also encouraged fans to issue their own amateur efforts,
and a number of sych publications did spring up as a result. They were
mostly of a poor grade, however. One was The Science-Fiction Review,edited

and published by R. M. Holland, Jr., of Owensboro, Kentucky., Holland's
attemplt was juvenile in almost every respect--the format, method of dupli-
cation and type of material varying with every issue. It can be imagined
that the magazine did not have a very large circulation as a result. Never-
theless, by the time Holland reached a sixth number, Ihe Science-Fiction
Review was at least an interesting commentary on current news, and boasted
a single worthwhile column, E. H, Lichtig's "Science-Fiction Film Comment."
However, in November, 1935, one Claire P. Beck of Reno, Nesvada, adver-
tised a publication of his own in the Wonder Stories Column, this also be-
ing entitled The Science-Fiction Review., This small-sized, four paged,
mimeographed affair showed no virtue other than neatness, and immediately
incurred the wrath of Holland, who felt he had enough trouble on his hands
without the title of his magazine being appropriated. Beck acceded to Hol-
land's request that a change be made, and thereby did himself one of the
greatsst favors of his fan career, for he titled his second issue The Science~
Flotion Critle, thus obligating himself to take a ecritical view of the field
~-which he did with a vengeance. The provacative nature of the apticles he
published made his magnzine an immediate success, for there was at that
time no other periodical devoted exclusively to constructive or destructive
criticism., Beck's Critic quickly became noted for both. The second number




inaugurated a department conducted by the editor’s brother Clyde, who had
won an honorable mention in an Air Wonder Stories contest some six years
back, This department was devoted to "smashing idols and eyesores of science-
fiction, and welding and shaping the fragments into better form'; the four
essays that resulted were later compiled into a neat little pamphlet that
carried the column's heading, "Hammer and Tongs." Beck's impartiality to
the feuds of that time was characterized by a display of both the TFG and
SFL emblems, side by side, on his magazine's cover., The Beck brothers,

who had acquired a hand press, turned out their next issue in printed for-
mat, and a neatly executed job it was. Edward J. Carnell's column “Europe
Calling" was added, and an article by C. Hamiiton Bloomer appeared, Eloomer,
as we shall see, was to play an important part in fandom's history.

Holland, meanwhile, was becoming exceedingly disgsatisfied with his
Science-Fletion Review, and was tiring also of his attempts to dabble in
fan feuds of the day, characterized by an attack on the SFL made more cut
of his friendship for Wollheim than because of personal interest. The un-
favorable manner in which his magazine compared with the Becks' printed
one caused him to seek out means for having The Science-Fiction Raview
printed also. The Becks were among those contacted in an effort to accomp-
lish this; however, nothing ever came of it, and, feeling he could accomp-
1ish little of benefit to fandom in his present medium, Holland finally
ceded all rights to bis magazine to Wollheim, Wollheim turned out a single
carbon-copied number, which is of interest only because it referred to The
Canadian Science Fiction Fan, produced "by a chap in Vancouver, B.C., where
we least expected a fan to livel A fair little magazine." This constltutes
the first and last mention of what appears to have been the first Canadian
fan magazine, published in early 1936.

One day in late October, 1935, a number of fans received what is best
termed a "thing" from East Orange, N.J. It was titled The Planeteer, and
perpetrated by a fifteen-year-old member of the ICSC, Jemes Blish. The
publication consisted of twelve small, readably hectographed pages, and
was dated November, 1935. It featured a 'complete novel' condensed to six
pages and accompanied by some unbelievably crude illustrations., A single
pin served as binder. Just about the only encouragement that Blish received
was from Wollheim, who had originally suggested the title to Astounding
Stories as sultable for a companion magazine. Ackerman termed Blish's story
as Ucomparable to an O'leary yarn." (Dell magazines issued during 1935 three
igsues of a fantastic story air magazine titled Terrance X O'Leary's lWar
Birds) And indeed, Blish did show an above-average writing aptitude for
his age. Undaunted by the scanty praise coming his way, and though his
finances were meager, HBlish nevertheless continued to issue and improve his
periodical. Its size was enlarged and a mimeograph was procured to dupli-
cate it; W1liam Miller, Jr., who lived nearby, was added to the staff in
the art editor's eapacity, and several columns introduced. By its sixth
monthly number, The Planeteer was quite presentable, as fan publications go.
Blish's error was similar to that of many othér early fans., He,like them,
attempted to emulate professional publications--and made a sorry farce of
it. Indeed, Blish once went so far as to purchase from Laurence Manning
( a professional science-fiction author ) a short story entitled "The Coal
Theif." The less said about its quality the better, but Manning was paid
for the tale at a similar rate as that dispensed by Honder Stories, Such a
policy was suicidal for a publication which never obtained sufficient sub-
seriptions to pay even for its paper.

It was now obvious that in addition to the first stratum of fandom,
prime examples of which were the producers of Fantasy Magazine and Marvel
Teles, and the second stratum, which centered about the Terrestrial Fanta-
science Guild and the International Cosmos Science Club, yet a third fan-
dom vas forming, This ranked below the other two in power and importance,




and was composed largely of very young fans, whe, despite undeveloped tal-
ents and little support, were independantly minded enough to refuse to merge
their identities with more experienced groups. Beck and Blish, with their
Science-Fiction Critic and Planeteer, were typical of the third fandom, and
while they at first appeared to drift along with the tide, they and their
fellows were soon to strike out on their own and become a major force in
fan history.
X1
The SFI-~ISA Showdown

As 1935 drew to a close, the tumultuous strife between the Internat-
ioral Cosmos Seience Club and the Science Fiction League entered its final
stages following the expulsion of Sykora, Wollheim and Michel from the
League roster.

Here it might be propitious toc inquire how the ICSC was faring in its
relationships with the professionals generally, Was 1t facing a solid bloc
of professional antagonism? Was the SFL really the battle-ground ifor all
the professionals against the fans? The answver to both questions iz an em-
phatic No. Both F. Orlin Tremaine and T. O'Conor Sloane, edliors of HWonder
Stories' major competitors, had shown far greater wisdom than Hornig in
their relations with the organization. When the ICSC asked Sleane for per-
mission to use an emblem symbolizing science-fiction that 8magzlag Stories
had used as a cover illustration, Sloane could find "no objection. W Farly
in its existence, Tremaine acknouwledged e complimentary copy of The Inter-
national Observer sent him, saying, "I was really surprised at the preten-
tious presentation of your International Observer. It would seem to me
that you're coming forward as a group. I wish you all the luck in the world."
Thus, with a few simple words, Tremaine gained the undying gratitude and
dooperation of the ICSC, Throughout its existence it maintained the most
cordial relations with Astounding Stories, and in the latter magazine, news
and publicity of the club was occasionally published. Tremasine, editor of
a magazine paying the highest rates in the field, had everything to gain by
having Gernsback's payment policies contrasted with his own, but it is
doubtful if this motivated his actions to any marked extent, It is obvious
how easily and simply Hornig might have obtained cooperation from the ICSC
instead of firing embers of dislike. A few lines of publicity for the club
in his letter column, a more tactiul reply to its querying letter--and the
entire history of the Science Fiction League might have been markedly
changed.

In the meantime, Will Sykora, who had always cast an envious eye at
Raymond A, Palmer's International Scientific Association, now wrote Palmer,
urging him to sanction a consolidation of the old ISA with the ICSC, par-
ticularly since the ISA had never sounded an official death-knell, rather
remaining in a state of suspended animation, By absorbing the older group
Sykora saw an opportunity to gain for the ICSC a long, honorable history,

a distinguished name, and unguestioned supremacy as the leading fan organi-
zation of the tims. To Palmer it meant ridding himself of his obligations
expeditiously and honorably. So, with its first anniversary issue, The
International Observer combined with Cosmology and printed a letter from
Palmer, in which the latter announced handing aver his ¢lub lock, stock and
barrel to the ICSC, Although the International Cosmos Science Club did not
officially change its title, it everywhere publicized itself as the IS4, be~
coming $0 well known by this abbreviation that most fans forget that therae
had ever been an older version of the organization,

With this bit of business consummated, the new ISA prépared to launch
a counterblow at the SFL for expelling three of its memhers, For this
purpose they resurrected yet another ocld-time club organ, The Flanet,official
publication of the Scienceers. Its name was changed to ggg Seienceer, but




oontinuity with the old volume-numbering was retained, aso that the magazine
proved eventually to be the final issue of The Flanet. (Permission to use.
the old title, it might be noted, had leng since been obtained by Sykora in
his abortive attempt to revive the Scienceers prior te formation of the ISA.)
It was quite outspokenly termed "the first political fan magazine," and, as
a slap at the Fantasy Magazine group, was dedicated toc Allan Glasser, "for-
mor editor, knived in the back by his 'best friend!.” The exast incident
referred to is obascure, but probably is the plagiarisn incident in which
(Hasser was involved,

Scienceer featured an article titled "The Fall of the New York
Seience Fiction league,” in which Sykora, ibllheim and Michel gave the rea-
sons for the local chapter's lack of success, rehashed again the story of
Gernsback's non-payment seandal, and denied that they had been guilty of
actions treasonous to the SFL's ideals and purposes, eclaiming their activi-
ties in the field as evidenge of their loyalty. To quote from the article--

»+sThe SFL has only one purpose and that is to contimially

broaden the scope and popularize the art of selence-fic-

tion. ...Is it treasonocus and disloyal to collect from

Wonder Stories, the backer of the SFL, what is justly

owed? Perhaps it is against the advancement of science-

fiction to permit anthors to be pald for their work,...
To these uneomfortable questions posed by the "outcasts” Charles D. Hornig's
reply was not fortheoming. Readers were urged to shun the reshuffled chap-
ter of the New York City SFL, emphasizing 1ts "dictatorial aspects" by in-
viting them to join instead the loeal ISA group, titling it "a free man's
club,"

Had The Scienceer received wider distribution, and had its subject-
matter been presented with a trifle more restraint, the results could have
damaging to the league indeed. The magazine is of further interest in that
there was published the first official announcement of the I C S C's chang-
ing its name to the International Scientifie Association. This information
was not even mentioned, strangely emough, in the current International Ob-
server--possibly because the issue was stencilled some time in advance of
publication.

All this time, Sykora and Wollheim had been regular attendants at
meetings of the East New York SFL chapter, phenomenally successful offshoot
of the dormat Brooklyn group and publishers of Arcturus, At one of these
Hornig happened to be present; indignant at finding expelled members about,
he asked that they be barred from attending future gatherings. But Sykora
and Wollheim, quite popular with fans of the time, were defended by others
present, who demanded that Hornlg express his views on the matter more ex-
plicitly before they would consent to take anyection, Realizing that he
was edging into the non-payment angle, however, Hornig wisely did not press
his point nor elaborate on his accusations.

But this was the last straw, The spark had reached the magazine, and
the long-awvaited explosion tock place. It was without precedent in drama,
and superceded in brute dictatorial force anything the ISA had hitherto re-
sorted to. The second meeting of the reorganized New York chapter was in
progress, with Hornig presiding, in a New York school room. Suddenly the
clumping of many shoes was heerd, and in burst Sykora and Wollheim at the
head of eight other youths (not all seience~-fiction fans) recruited from
the streets for rough action if necessary., Sykora walked up to Julius
Schwartz, a member of the audience, and shook 2 fist under his nose as a
gesture of defiance to the Fantasy Magazine group. Then with the aid of his
comrades he chased Hornig from the platform. Producing a gavel of hia own
(vhich later became famous, being wielded at many conventions and fan gath-

erings), Sykora proceeded to call the meeting to order in the name of the
New York bronch of the Imternatiomal Seientific Association. Such brazen



effrontery left the audience too flabbergasted te protest. Wollheim then
ascended the platform and vividly outlined his sad experiences with Hugo
Gernsback, which he was still in the process of detailing when the build.
ing superintendent-—probably summoned by Hornig-~-arrived and broke up the
gathering.

But the blaze was to leap still higher. The next meeting of the Mast
New York chapter found all aggrieved parties present, in addition to num-
erous visitors. It was a banner assembly. Hornig seized upen this oppor-
tunity to expose the culprits. He dealt in detail with the campaign they
had carried on against Wonder Stories through the TFG and the ISA, citing
such inecidents as the anonymous letters from "The Fantasiest" sent to
heads of many SFL chapters. He claimed that the ISA members were not fight-
ing for democracy, but were actually attempting to seize control of the
fan world themselves. But Wollheim's talk at the dramatic meeting mentioned
above had evidently proved more effective than was believed possible. The
audience scarcely gave Hornig's talk falr consideration. Members conversed
among themselves, many not taking the slightest trouble to listen, so firm-
1y were they convinced that he was wrong.

Then tH1liam Sykore arcse to give his side of the dispute, And in a
flash of comprehension the New York fan world realized that the drive against
the Science Fiction League had changed leadership. Previously neutral, Sy-
kora was now in the driver's seat, sd was forcing the bitter campaign to a2
short, hard.fought conclusion. Behind-the-scenes plotting, the grand stret-
egy of the campaign against the League as expressed by the last few numbers
of The International Observer and The Scienceer, the New York chapter fiasco
~-all of these were now traceable directly toc him. He was the master-mind
harnessing Donald Wollheim's fighting rhetoric, with his organizing and
political abilities now plainly evident. Argument by argument, Sykora ripped
the sallent points of Hornig's appeal to shreds. And the audience, already
leaning toward his views, now swung over en masse.

There was but a single attempt to halt the shifting tide of opinion.
George Gordon Clark, editor of The Brooklyn Reporter and organizer of the
defunct Brooklyn chapter, rose to throw in his lot with Hornig's. The ISA
had long suspected him of favoring the Wonder Stories cligue, but until
then Clark had expressed his views so cleverly that on one occasion an ISA
reviever had remarked in The Inturnational Observer that The Brooklyn Re-
porter did "not seem to show the slightest control by the SFL," Now, how~
ever, he sided openly with Hornlg against the ISA, He slandered Sykora and
Wollheim, his words being so strong that Wollheim threatened to file suit
for slander if retraction were not made., . Forced later to withdraw his
statements, Clark with this action virtually resigned fyom fan activity.
Though Wollheim probably received full credit for driving an opponent from
the field, it should also be remembered that Clark was tiring of fandom any-
way, so that loss of face was simply the deciding factor.

The forces of Hornig were now in utter rout, thow how complete his de-
feat was not apparent for yet another month. At that time Hornlg was re-
duced to offering reinstatement to Sykora, Wollheim and Michel on condition
they apologize for past offences. Sykora at first seemed irreconcilable,
though he had been less maligned than Wollheim, who, with Michel, gave ser-
ious consideration to the proposal., All three were reinstated at a later
date, although it is extremely unlikely that they made amends for anything
less {flagrant than the breaking up of the New York SFL meeting.

X1
The Decline of the SFL and the ISA's Bid For Power

The February, 1936 Arcturus announced the dissolution of the Fastern
Yew York Science Fiction League chapter by a unanimous vote of the member-
ship. In its place was to be a new organization, the Independant League



for Sciencs Fiction, Msmbers listed the following reasong for their action,
vhich was obviously an aftermath of the last SFI~ISA clash: First of all,
they felt that the SFL was not altruistic, but purely commercial in nature.
In the second place, it was a dictatorship headed by a single individual,
with no machinery available for his removal or for the electlon of new offi-
cers, sincere there was no written constitution, Thirdly, the reputation of
Wonder Stories was detrimental to any organization it sponsored. Fourthly,
such chapter organs as Arcturus, The Fourteen lLeaflet and The Brooklyn Re-
porter gave fuller, more helpful information about the League than the lat-
ter's own column in Wonder Stories. And lastly, because three members had
been expelled before being given any opportunity to speak in their own
defense. The Eastern New York chapter now termed itself the Brooklyn League
for Science Fiction. Its members were Harold Kirschemblit, Donald A, Woll-
heim, Frederick Pohl, Herman leventman, Milton White, Israel Brodsky, Mor-
rig Davis, R. Drucker, Morris Miller, Louils Heynick, Irving Kosow, W1l iam
S. Sykora and Bernard Weldt.,

The Science Fiction League had now lost control of the last important
New York chapter. And in the Independant League for Science Fiction it had
a bone stuck permanently in its throat; the newly formed group was & con-
stant reminder to fans of a battle the SFL had lost, a sure guarantee that
formation of any new local chapter would be frustrated. Despite this, how-
ever, progress continued to be reported from elsevhere in the country, and
for a short while it appeared that the ISA's victory was local in charac-
ter. But that this was far from the truth soontecame evident,

In December, 1935 the SFL granted a charter to a group of Denver fans,
a1l of active importance, Olon F, Wiggins, Fred J. Walsen and Mervyn Evans.
When informed of the details behind the SFL-ISA fracas, however, they re-
scinded all Leegue ties, and applied for a local ILSF charter, which was
granted. Similarly the Albany chapter headed by A. L, Selikowitz, which
included P,Schuyler Miller in its retinue, and the Nassau chapter headed
by A, J. Aisenstein also resigned from the Science Fiction League, though
small memberships prevented their being given charters from the ILSF, What
further progress the organization might have made ageinst the SFL is debat-
able, fut in any event strife was broken off, for with dramatic suddenness
Wonder Stories was sold.

In an effort to counteract diminishing circulation, Hugo Gernsback had
proposed a scheme whereby readers would receive copies of Wonder Storieg di-
rectly from the company upon remitting the 15¢ cover price, thus eliminating
the publisher's losses on useless unsold copies of the magazine that were
returned from newsstands. But the handful of readers who cooperated was in-
sufficient to keep the periodical in existence, even at a slight profit.
Disappointed, Gernsback cast about for a purchaser who would take Wonder
Stories off his hands, finally completing arrangements with Ned Pines and
Leo Margulies of Better Publications, Inc.

For four months during mid-1936 the future of the SFL was therefore in
doubt, and the very presence of doubt wes enough to sever the comparatively
tenuous links that bound the scattered chapters to the sponsoring home of-
fice. Most of the smaller omes disappeared permanently, and the larger
groups--like the Los Angeles and Chicago chapters--marked time amxjously
until their new status could be determined.

Then word came through that Mort Welsinger,veteran fan and co-editor
of Fantasy Magazine, was to edit a rejuvenated Vonder Stories. Fans
breathed a sigh of relief. Frowns creased their brows anew, however, when
they learned that the new magazine was to be titled Thrilling Wonder Stories.
Furthermore, Margulies was reported to have stated point-blank that he did
not plan on catering to the active fans, who he claiméd were a 'loud minor-
ity." But the SFL would btz continvaed, nevertheless.




Fans naturally wondered how this would effect the Independent League
for Sclence Fiction. The answer was swvift in appearing. Despite the fact
that the ILSF had no personal argument with the new SFL sponsors, the same
aura of commercialism and dictatorship surrounded the latter organization;
therefore, although the ILSF would remaln ostensibly at peace with the SFL,
it would continue its status of an active, independent body. And shortly
thereafter it published its constitution. It appeared that fandom had a
representative organization at last.

Pride of the greater New York fans was the monthly publication, Arc-
turus. From the attractively a rtistic covers through to last-page adver-
tisements it was a periodical of absorbing interest. "The Circle," by "The
Ringmaster" kept fandom informed, in political commentary style, of late de=
velopments in the SFI-ISA strife, as well as on other topical iltems. The
magazine carried a column of the most recent science-fiction news of Brit-
ain, written by Edward J. Carnell, Articles on early fan magazines, inter-
views with professionsls in the fantasy field, reviews of current science-
fiction and occasional fan-written stories were also regularly in evidence.
Undoubtedly the most popular feature, however, was a column titled "13"
conducted by "Willy the Wisp," a pseudonym of Donald Wollheim. "i3" was
composed of squibs on thirteen prominent characters or fans in science-
fiction--sometimes complimentary, alweys newsy, frequently barbed. It was
the forerunner of a similar, but more detailed column, "As Others See Us,"
published in The Science Fiction Fan which proved equally popular.

In the Janmuary, 1936 instaliment of '"13" Wollheim had this to say
about Forrest J. Ackerman:

He doesn't know it, but when his name is mentioned in stf

e¢ircles, it causes congiderable snickers and suppressed

laughter. This obstreperous author-pester, silly-letter

writer, and what.have~you, 1s now going off half-baked

on Esperanto and Universal Languages, a subject which he

really doesn't know any too much about. Recently renoun—

ced citizenship in the United States by joining the

World Society of Nationless People.
Ackermann could scarcely allow such slurs to remain uncormented upon, and he
dispatched a heated letter to the editor of Arcturus, condemning "Willy the
Wisp" and denying some of his accusations. Buf in a special two-page reply
entitled "Sez You," Uollheim added insult to injury by elaborating in hume
orous fashion on his previous remarks, retracting only his statement that
Ackerman was no longer a U.S. citizen, though he added that he considered
Ackerman hypocritical in joining the World Society of Nationless People if
he did not intend to renounce national citizenship. Through inability or
disinclination, Ackerman did not counter further, and the incident was duly
recorded in fan journals of the period as the Wollheim-Ackermen feud despite
the brief pericd of its duration, That Ackerman was not sufficiently em-
bittered to bear any grudge is indicated by his ready collaboration with
Wollheim on several later occasions.,

Finally, Arcturus is of historical interest because of the appearance
of some of the eariiest examples of 'Ghughuism " in its pages, a mock relig-
jon of Wollheim's concoction that might well be relegated to the same po-
sition as the previously mentioned SPWSSTFM affair. Wollheim took the god's
position in this parcdy of religion, gathering about him a lavishly titled
eircle of adherents. "Ghughuism" endured a longer period than the alphabet.
ical societies, but its tenets were never clarified, nevertheless., In later
years when his associates appeared to follow his lead in fan affairs without
question, many wondered almost seriocusly if Wollheim were not actually re-
garded as a deity in truth,

The collapse of Wonder Stories and its resultant change of ownership
was glad news to the ISA members, who bad scarcely hoped to have Gernsback



and Honig so completely disposed of, In their gloating they gave themselves
the lion's share of credit for the overthrow of the Gernsback crew, forget~
ting that in many respects their relentless campaign posessed more ruisance
value than lethal potency, and that Wonder Stories' failure was primarily
due to economic conditions of the time, And in their joy at winning their
battle, too, the ISA voiced little criticism of the comparmtively inferior
policies of Thrilling Wonder Stories, sverloocking entirely the unwelcome
assurances of editorial director Margulies that blood-and-thunder juvenality
was his fictional aim, This attitude 1s also an indication of the extent to
which perscnal dislike of Gernsback and Hornig--rather than of their poli.
cies--played in the ISA campaign.

In the intermi, however, attempts were made by the organization to bid
for control of many disintegrating SFL chapters. In the May, 1936 mumber
of the International Observer was introduced "The SFL Page," conducted by
Alan J, Alsenstein, director of the Massau SFL; this column earried news of
the league chapters (most of which were sadly inactive) in the period when
Wonder Stories had suspended appearance, and the ISA hoped by this means to
lure at least a small percentage of the science-fictionists and ~hobbyists
from the ruins of the SFL, Despite the fact that sample copies of The Inter-
national Observer were dispatched to many of the chapter heads the policy
was never particularly successful, and as soon as it was realized that
Thrilling Wonder Stories was to contimue the SFL columm, the ISA ceased its
efforts altogether,

Not all of the groupfs activities in this period were politically-
minded, however, .Avare that it was science-fiction's tenth anniversary of
appearance in magazine form, New York members of the ISA arranged a cele-
bration in honor of the event. On Sunday, May 3, 1936 a party consisting
of Michel, Goudket, Pohl, Aisenstein, Blish, Kirshenblit, Sykora and Wolle
heim atiended a showing of the splendid £ilm based on H.G. Wells' story,
Things to Come. Despite the date, it was one of the first purely soeial
gatherings seen in fandom, meetings being as a rule leavened by business
activities.

At a meeting of the New York branch of the ISA, George Gordon Clark,

o longer actlve in fandom, was given the final shove toward oblivion when
it was unanimously voted to expel him from membership in the local group
because of activities treasonous to its best interests., (These were chare
acterized by his attack on the ISA at an ILSF meeting; his alleged Rosicru~
cianist beliefs, moreover, were never looked upon with favor by other fans
thereabouts.) Clark rallied sufficiently to protest that such an action by
the ISA gmacked of the very procedure that had so embittered members expelled
from the SFL, and that it was dictatorial in essence. Secretary Wollheim
replied to the effect that ISA meetings were open to the accused, and that
he could have been present to defend himself had he so desired, More, the
vote had been teken in democratic fashion, and the expulsion was merely in
the local branch, not from the IS4 itself. As time showed, Clark was ine
sufficiently interested in fandom to renew his membership in that organi-
zation when it presently expired.

By now the continued presence of Wollheim's name in fan controvery after
fan controversy was becoming noticeable, as was his tendency to take a few
parting shots at opponents after their defeat was obvious. This latter es-
pecially was in evidence in his "Sun Spots" column, vhose very high news
value was then and later impaired by items presented in such a fashion as to
prick the hides of downed antagonists.

Throughout 1936 the ISA rode high. TIts official organ, The Internation-
al Observer continued to appear regularly and to improvs in quality. John
B, Michel's "Humanity Must Loock to the Stars," which was published in the
September mumber of that year has an especial significance, for it revesled
clearly Michel's leftist political beliefs, bedrock of the later Michelist



movement, of which we will later have more to say. Also again and again in
the pages of the International Observer Sykora kept requesting someone who
could write as well as Wollheim to volunteer for the position of seience-
hobbyist reporter. The only answer was a slow but inevitable increase of
the magazine's science~fiction content; the great majority of newcomers to
the ISA, moreover, were recruited from the ranks of active fandom, names of
science-hobbylst members being few and far between.

Now that the battle with the SFL had ended, leaders of the ISA began to
regard the Independent league for Science Fiction as a boulder in the path
of their progress. Meetings of the latter's Broocklyn branch were better at-
tended than were many of the ISA's, and the ILSF'!'s very title sounded as
though it were an organization created for science-fiction purists (though
in actuality i1t had many science-hobbyists in its ranks) in contrest to
that of the ISA, so that new fans as a rule drifted first into the orbit of
the ILSF. Then, too, the ISA had been rather unsuccessful in recruiting
reubers from ex-SFL chapters. Sykora not unnaturally would have very much
iiked to see his ISA absort the newer group, and hit upon a plan that would
accomplish this very feat., With the same thoroughness and flare for the
dramatic that had marked the successful culmination of his plans against
the SFL, he mapped out a line of action against the ILSF, keeping his sup-
porters fully informed as to the particulars., The ILSF meeting of Friday,
November 6, 1936 was the zero hour.

On that day vhen Sykora arose to deliver his carefully planned talk he
found himself facing a nine-man group composed of Kosow, Drucker, Henick,
Hahan, Ieventman, Wollheim, Kyle, Pohl and Kirshenblit, As he began to
sp2ak there was a note of sureness in his volce, a confidence that only the
knowledge of a well-laid scheme and cooperating minions could inspire. In
brief, he stated that members of the ISA (as well as some in the ILSF, inclu-
ding sowe who belonged to both organizations) believed that meédtings of the
ILSF were of scant value, that the club was drifting into lethargy, and that
its only hopeful future required ccalition with the ISA,

Dramatic as these words were, the members of the ILSF were not taken
completely by surprise. Some propaganda to this effect had been circulated
for some time, emanating from those who were also ISA members. And in dis-
cussion among themselves they had been forced to concede that ILSF meetings
were not indeed all that could be desired; however, they were even more cer-
tain that merging with another group would not solve the problem.

A% this juncture Kirshenblit asked Sykora why, as an ILSF member, he
had not broached his opinion at a prior meeting, So imbued with self-con-
fidence was Sykora that he abandoned all pretense of tact, replying bluntly
that his sole reason for joining the group in the first place had been to in-
duce its members to join the ISA, and that since the increasing lethargy of
the ¢lub had fallen in with his plans he had seen no reason to remedy it.
ILSF members were thunderstruck. For the past two years the ISA had come
to personify a Sir Lancelot of fandom, striking out in righteous wrath at
those who would enslave it, It represented every fan's resistance apainst
blatant heartless commercialism, But now it was evolving into a monster in
its own right, And the unheeded words of Charles D, Hornig, spoken a short
time ago in that very room, now seemed to echo out of the emptiness to haunt
them—"The ISA is attempting to seize control of fandom itselfin

Now that Kirshenblit had given Sykora to understand that the ILSF was
ta refuse his offer--"demand" would probably be a better term—what was to
happen? The answer was not long in coming., All members of the ILSF who
vere also members of the ISA resigned en masse. . These were Sykora, Kyle,
Wollheim, Michel end Pohl, The loss of five prominent members of such a
club as the ILSF, already lethargic, proved ultimately fatal.

Two days later a startling aftermath occurred, These five ex-members
held a meeting (of which other ILSF members were not informed) at which a




nev ILSF chapter constitution wag adopted. (Five individuals not meking up
a majority of ILSF chapter mumbershlp, the adopted constitutidn wﬁs phviously
illegal.) Backed up by this spurious constitution, a majority of the five
voted to have Pohl--one of their numbere-refund them the dues they had paid
to the organization's treasury, excepting monies remitted in each case for
copies of the official organ, Arcturus. But Pohl balked. Despite hot words,
he refused to carry this travesty on legality to such lengths without the
express consent of Kirshenblit {director of the club), who was of course not
present., Later, indeed, he turned over the ILSF treasury to Kirshenblii ine-
tact, and even vent so far as to announce his intention of retaining member-
Ship .

Kirshenblit, meanwhile, had viewed the mass resignation with anything
but calm silence, having tagged the dsserters as "cowardly." Wollheim
promptly lashed back with a vitriolic answer to this and other epithets, re-
questing ballots for ISA members who had "resigned," Kirshenblit left 11 to
the membership to decide whether or not the oral resignations constituted
legal departures, and the group decided that they did. He further ansvered
Wollheim's missive, clarifying some of his previous epithets but not retract-
ing any, saying that his use of the word'cowardly" referred mainly to Woll-
heim's and Sykora's disrupting the New York SFL meeting at which Hornig pre-
sided, (This, we might note, was the first opposition Wollheim had yet en-
countered on hisg record, and it presaged the later general use of this record
of controversies by the man's enemies--sometimes to devestating effect,

Kirshenblit now claimed the chepter purged of its unwelcome adherents,
and voiced the opinion that the action would produce a salutary effect. But
when the dust had cleared he found himself heading an anemic organizatlon
of six members, They menaged to issue two more inferior mumbers of Arcturus,
the last being dated January 1937, before complete collapse. One of the
last notes on the ILSF was carried in "Sun Spots" in the November, 1936,
International Cbserver.

..sThe ILSF, which was carried on almost salely by its
Brooklyn chapter, is now on the werge if dissolution, If
Information gathered by our correspondent is correct, the
members plan one more issue of their organ, Arcturus,
after which 1t will be dropped. The Brooklyn League will
become merely a bunch of fellows engaged in science~ex-
perimenting (otherwlse known as kidding around--in this
writer's opinion).

This brief battle had two important effects. Firstly, their victory ov-
or the ILSF was to prove pyrrhic to ISA members; in wantonly destroying what
was essentially a friendly organization when its absorption failed,the ISA
had inadvertantly sown the seeds of its own destruction.

Secondly, Wollheim's parenthetical remark anent science-hobbyists that
has been quoted above was--though neither man was probably conscious of it~
the first step that led from coolness to open, bitter enmity between Sykore
and him, The effect of such sarcastlc scoffin on Sykora can well be imagined;
to him, who at that time held an unshaking belief in the worth and efficacy
of science as a hobby, Wollheim's statement amounted to indirect sabotage of
the International Scientific Association's very foundations. The trust he
had reposed in the man now smacked of foolhardiness. So, from that time
forvard, Sykora took Wollheim less into his confidence. But Wollheim, des-
pite his frequent callousness in wounding the feelings of others, was him-
self a sensitive person, easily susceptible.to hurt; he recognized Sykora's
change of attitude almost immediately, and felt at a loss to account for it.
Sykora, on his part, met inquiries with evasions, asserting that his own at-
titude had undergone no change whatsoever, But to Michel he unburdened him-
self, confessing a distrust for Wollheim, and expressing the belief that his




influence was harmful to the club--all this being precipitated by a long
discussion with Michel concerning The International Observer's policy. (As
night be guessed, it was the same bone of contention all over againe-science-
fiction vs. seience-hobbying.) Sykora'ls views, not unnaturally, eventually
reached Wollheim's ears, and Wollheim felt there was but one course open to
him. This he took, publishing the following open letter to Sykora in the
November, 1936 issue of The Internatioral Observer:

Dear Sir:

Feeling that I no longer have the honor of your

confidence, I hexeby tender my resignation as Acting

Treasurer of the International Scientific Association.
Accompanying this resignation was another one by John B, Michel, asking that
he be relieved of his editorial duties because of poor health and business
matters. Michel's reasons were legitimate, but there is little doubt but that
his growing friendship for Wollheim prompted its simu)teneous issuance.

Despite everything, Follheim had umuestionably been a loyal and valu-
able member of the ISA, He had worked hand in hand with Sykora on previous
club projects, had fought side by side with him during ISA battles, Con-
sequently fans were surprised to learn of the apparent rift between the two
men,

Sykora accepted Michel's resignation, but refused to accept Wollheim's
claiming that his work for the ISA had been exemplary., Wollheim then vithdrew
his resignation, and there is no doubt that the strain had been alleviated to
some extent. But the seeds of doubt had been sown.

Sykore then appointed Pohl editor of the club periodical in Michel's
place. In retrospect this was both a very good and a very bad choice for
him to make. It was good because Pohl had a definite talent for editorial
work, and the interest of the mapgazine's contents swerved upward almost im-
mediately. It was bad--from Sykora's point of view, at least--because Pohl
was at heart predominantly a science-fictionist who cared little for science
as a hobby., And soon, where fiction and derived topics had never filled up
more than a third of The International Observer, they now took up close to
double that amount. The science-~hobbyists began to voice faint, uneasy com—
plaints and Sykora began to frown. On this unsteady note the 1ISA worked
tovard its greatly important concluding activities in early 1937.

XIII
The Science Fiction Advancement Association

Prior to 1936 the West Coast had been involved in few activities of nat-
ional scope., The Los Angeles SFL chapter continued to hold meetings on vary-
ing scales of interest, and there is no hint in all available records of any
serious discord in the group. Though fandom at large envied their sometimes
over-reported meetings, members otherwise were well out of the public eye,
enjoying the oblivion that is the usual lot of an efficient, well-functioning
localized machine,

Claire P, Beck's Science Fiction Critic was the first attempt by a West
Coast fan to launch some project on a national scale, as has already been
noted. But Beck was in no way connected with the Los Angeles group, nor was
C, Hamilton Eloomer, the second fan from the area to attempt something not
werely local in scope. Hloomer resided in San Francisco, and when Claire
Beck moved there to live with his brother Clyde (who wes attending college)
the two quickly became friends. HRloomer's first appearance in the fan press
was a previously mentioned article in The Science Fiction Critic.

There is 1ittle available information on Eloomer the man, but he was a
chemist by occupation and would appear from the mature cast of his writings
to have been older than the average fan of the time, Through association

with Beck he was encouraged to strike out on his own; the result was a nat-
ional organization called Ths Science Fiotion Advancement Association. It



was introduced to the fan world through several advertisements in Beck's
Critic.

No information as to the aims and ideals of the club were anywhere to
be found in its officlal puhlication., Apparently its very title was sup-
posed to be self-explanatory. Joining the organization was not even
strongly urged. BEloomer merely asked its members to buy their science-
fiction magazines from local newsstands rather than purchasing them second-
hand, and decried also the practice of elubs buying single copies that were
subsequently passed among the membership. The SFAA offered virtually no
advantages to members in exchange for dues of fifty cents, for even the
association's official organ cost them extra. Democratiec processes were
non-existent, for the club had no constitution, merely being carried on
under the leadership of Eloomer, who headed a board of directors compesed
of Lee Hertzberg, Claire Beck, Kathryn Kelly and Byron H. Geer.

The SFAA's official organ was called Tesseract, and was the first fan
publication to be reproduced by miltigraph, Its first (March, 1936) mm-
ber harbored little material of general interest, the bulk of the issue be-
ing taken up with a short story of no outstanding wvirtue, Villiam Mitchell!
Stone Face on Venus," which significantly contained many fragmentary bits
of scientific informatlon, such as formulas pertaining to rockets and the
like. Material of the latter type, while it never predominated, neverthe-
less persisted present during the magazine's entire life. Obviously a por-
tion of the SFAA's membership was composed of sclence-hobbyists, and Hloom-
er thus made mild but continuous attempts to capture their support.

As issue after issue of Tesseract appeared, it became obvious thal the
Science Fiction Advancement Association was to be a success, and its mem-
bership list grew rapidly. Apparently there was a widespread desire at
the time for & mational fan organization, and fans were willing to support
any attempt of such a kind., Also it should be strongly emphasized that
up to this point, lack of democracy in a club was never regarded as an un-
answerable argument against it. From the very beginning fan organizations
had been run by "strong men," and provided that their aim had been the
common good of the multitude such procedure was never questioned., Some
even went so far as to claim that because of the cemradery among fans and
their alleged above-average intelligence and their willingness to work
selflessly toward a common goal, no confining rules were needed. Thus we
can see that fandom as a whole had an accepted code of behavior, an ethi-
cal pattern which was generally acknowledged and conformed to, and which
had the same authority as an unuritten law of soclety. It was felt that
fans made up a fraternity rather than a congress, that thoze who were will-
ing to do the work should receive the titles and the credit. In short, any-
one who produced would be almost autometically recognized as leader. Few
if any men attained leadership on a promise to achieve--top positions were
gained on the strength of past progress with 1little electioneering and cam-
paigning present to confuse the issue. This code persisted until shortly
before the first World Science Fiction Convention of 1939, when the mal-
igning and invective of bitter feuds caused fans to look upon one another
with suspicion that demanded stringent regulations in their official or-
ganizational affairs,
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(part 5)

The membership of the Science Fiction Advancement Association climbed
with surprising rapidity, virtually every prominent fan of the day being
included, The real activity of the group, however, was promulgated by
those members representing the third stratum of fandom-~C. Hamilton Eloomer,
Roy Test, Claire P, Beck, James Blish, Raymond Van Houten, William H. Mil-
ler, Jr., Nils H. Frome, Willis Conover, Jr., and Robert A, Madle, Indeed
many of these burst into activity for the first time in the SMA, Some of
them were comparatively recent followers of the genre, with little back-
ground of reading and collecting, Of the entire group, perhaps only Madle
had a backlog of kmowledge of the field equal to that of such leaders of
the second fandom ag Sykora, Wollheim, etc.

Third fandom was, at least so far as the SFAA was concerned, a neat,
compact group. lacking for the most part the large science-fiction collect-
ions of the older fans, and coming into existence at a time when the genre
itself was undergoing a recession in quality, it made fan publications its
chief interest, And it was in this period that fan megazine collecting be-
gan in earnest, reaching its peak shortly thereafter. No young fan of
those days would think twice about trading such a present-day rarity as a
1926 issue of Weird Tales for a copy of Science Fiction Digest that he did
not possess. IIbur historian, who entered the field in the closing days of
third fandom, recalls negotiating exchanges in which members of that stra-
tum did not hesitate to give two coples of 1931-2 Weird Tales for every
copy of a fan publication they did not own, regardless of intrinsie worth,)
The average age of this new group of fans was between fifteen and sixteen,
with an occasional elghteen-year-old gazing down from pontifical heights
of maturity and youngsters of thirteen, such as Robert G, Thompson, not un-
COmON..

The SFAAts Taesseract appeared monthly for four consecutive issues, its
contents constantly improving, authored almost completely by neophyte fans
who had seldom before been seen in print. The covers of the May and June,
1936 numbers were printed for Bloomer by Beck, and these, with the multi-
graphed interior, gave the magazine a very pleasing appearance.

The June mmber published the following notice: "We regret the nec-
essity which compelled Claire P, Beck to glve up science~fictlon and re-
turn to his home in Northern California. He felt, and rightly so, that
duty to his family came before hobbies. We shall miss him," But before
Beck departed, Bloomer had made some very important arrangements with him.
Plans had been concluded which, it was believed, would give to the Scienca
Fiction Advancement Association a tone of national importance. These in-
volved combining Beck's Science Fiction Critic with Tesseract under the lat—
ter title, thereby making the organization's organ a printed journal. By
the time of its fifth number, Beck's magazine had attained a fair amount of -
prestige. Its regular columns (expecially Clyde F. Beck's "Hammer and
Tongs") were highly praised, and it even achieved the distinction of extract-
ing an article from Hugo Gernsback explaining the sale of Wonder Stories.
(Fan editors who attempted to get material from Gernsback will recognize
this as no mean feat,) Tesseract, on the other hand, offered the vigor and
enthusiasm of a rising generation of fans represented in an already success-
ful organization.

Beck announced the details of this plamned consolidation in the June,
1936 number of the Critiec. Apparently, however, he later thought better of
his original decision--before that number of the Critic was completely type-
set in fact--for further on he stated that the magazine would continue as
usual with no changes. Uhatever were Beck's reasons for a change of mind,
reasons which he never bothered to clarify {and which later acts on his part
seemed to stamp as little more than fickleness), he was inexcusably guiity
of not informing Bloomer of the decision immediately. For Bloomer, feeling
that everything was progressing as expected, sold his multigraph machine to




Nils H, Frome, leading Canadian fan of the day, who planned using it to pub-
lish a fan magazine to be titled Supramundene Stories, When Hloomer receiwed
the issue of the Critic announcing that 1ts usual pol: policies were to be cont-
inued he was thunderstruck., With Beck defauwlting and his multigraph gone,
it seemed that he might as well give up continuing the SFAA altogether.

If the proposed arrangement had been realized, it would inevitably have
had important effects. Third fandom would have emerged full-grown with a
representative organizatien and a club organ equal {if not superior) to the
ISA, It would have played a leading role rather than a gubordinate one,
manned a&s it was by a new, enthusiastic, capahle bunch of youngsters. This
was not to be, however, and now all that Bloomer could hope for was a way to
fulfill obligations to members and subscribers., A&s if good fortune had op-
ened her arms to him, he was suddenly presented with-a way out of the dil-
emme—-~James Blish,

Blish had been one of Tesseract's most regular contributors, having
even gone so far ag to sign Frome's name to an article submitted. His own
publication, The Planeteer, had improved continually, until with its sixth
issue it had a large-sized format and included a story by the professional
author, Laurence Manning, the facts of which have already been outlined.
Despite the fact that he boasted scarcely two dozen subseribers, Blish, to-
gother with the fan William Miller, Jr., speculated on something yet more
elaborate--purchasing a press and printing The Planeteers. Upon learning of
this idea, Hloomer was immediately enthusiastic, and offered financlal aid
if The Planeteer would carry SFAA departments as a regular feature, Hlish
agreed, and the money was forwarded., Miller also contributed. The press
was purchased, and with the naive innocence of which fifteen~year-old neo-
phyte fans alone are capable, the two plunged eagerly into their dream world
of grandiose plans, unencumbered by any irksome knowledge of the art of
printing,

Months passed, months of toil and trouble. And the first printed num-
ber of The Flaneteer, which was to have been dated May-June, 1936 was sched-
uled for September appearance instead, In early October funds ran out, and
all work halted., Fourteen of the planned pages had been completed--two for
the table of contents, one an editorial, one devoted to the SFAA, four of
advertising, an equal nugber that began Blish's "Planeteer yarn, "Death's
Crystal Towers," and H.P. Lovecraft's poem, "The Wood," which for years made
it 2 collector's item. Further material was by J. Hervey Haggard, William
Sykora, and Forrest J, Ackerman was to have gone into the number, as well as
a hektographed drawing by Morris Dollens.

When Bloomer learned that work on the magazine was being abandoned his
state of mind may well be imagined, He had invested virtually all of the SFAA
treasury in this project, and this he demanded refunded. Blish, being but a
boy with no regular source of income, was maturally unable to comply. And
Bloomer, seeing that heated words availed him nothing, and realizing that as
a minor,Elish could not be held responsible, "dishonorably expelled” him from
the SFAA, referring to him as "a theif and a despicable person unworthy of
belonging to the lgion of stf fans." Miller, partner in the ill-fated enter-
prise, was exonerated of blame on the basis of his own financial loss therein,

On his part, Miller grew more and more restive concerning the fate of
his invested money. His relations with his erstwhile partner were merely
cool at first, but when Rlish moved to a new location they became positively
icy. The two eventually settled their differences in a good, old-fashioned
way;: fisticuffs. And when the dust had cleared, all love had flown, Miller
went his own wey with plans for publishing a literaxy fan magazine entitled
Phentastigue. Befere this was completed, however, he wasg to be instrumental
in inducing your historian, who lived in near-by Newark, to become active in
fandom--but that is another story.




Blish never did mail out the unfinished number of The Planeteer.(This
writer, on a visit to Blish's home in 1937, salvaged most of the remaining
pages and assembled some two dozen copies, which he sold at ten cents apiece.)
He did not abandon his publishing interests, however, producing Grotesque
and Phantascience league Digest, both miniature humor magazines, the latter
a caricature of Wollheim's Phantagraph. In the former was virtually the only
blow that Blish struck back at Bloomer--a cartoon depicting him saluting the
Nazi flag, which was titled "Eloomer is elected to the Violet Star Order."
(The Violet Star Order was an honorary title given to those SFAA members who
had done the most in the best interests of the organization.) Blish also an-
nounced plans for 0dd, Bewildering Tales and Fantagtic Tales, with Wollheim
in the associate editor's post; but his enthusiasm had waned, and none of
these titles ever appeared.

In general, fandom frowned disapprovingly at James Blish, for it could
not be denied that he had not made good his promises, nor paid just debts.
One fan, however, did not--Dorald A, Wollheim. Elish was a regular attendee
of the New York ISA meetings, and thers had met and struck up a friendship
with Wollheim. The latter wag pleased to make the acquaintance of the man
who had been so enthusiastic ebout his plans for The Planeteer in Astounding
Stories. When he was attacked by Bloomer, Wollheim remembered that the lat- .
ter had written the ISA and informed its members that while he liked their
International Observer, he did not, as head of another fan organization,feel .
free to join that group. Thenceforward, Wollheim's "Sun Spots" column made
C. Hamilton Bloomer and the SFAA a preferred target. Bloomer was denounced
as a dictator, and his attitude on competing fan organizations referred to
as “ehildish." Rlish was directly defended by such statements as ",..need-
less to say, Jim Elish is not the childish person Bloomer would meke him out
to be." This campaign, though not forced to a violent finish, was nonethelass :
maintained throughout the entire life of the SFAA, with Wollheim character-
istically taking a few licks at the organization after it had languished al-
together. His stand had some effect, however, for many of the leading fans
of the time refrained from showing activity in the SFAA lest they incur
Wollheim's disfavor.

Bloomer, meanwhile, was now forced to accept the inevitable. He must
maintain publication of Tesseract himself to make good his obligations. A
mimeograph was procured, and in Novenber, 1936 another issue of the magazine
appeared, A short story by Robert A Madle, a Philadelphia fan, was featured
and J. Harvey Haggard's serial, "The Planet of No Return," was begun. This
presaged a new policy.

The December, 1936 issue was large-sized, and exhibited an amazing all
around improvement. ILouis C. Smith, one of the leading collectors of the
time, beceme literary editor, and instigated his column, "Authorsophy.” A
copy of Merritt's book, Burn Witch Burn! was offered as a prize to the SFAA
member who best answered the question "What shall the SFAA do in 1937 to ad-
vance and better science-fiction?" In all probability, Eloomer himself had -
no plan, and was marking time to learn what the members themselves thought.

The winner of the Merritt book was Roy A. Squires. He suggested that
plot outlines be furnished by those vho had ideas, but not the facility to
utilize them, and that amateur writers who were members of the SFAA should
try their hands at turning them into finished stories. (This idea, it might
be noted, was brought to the fore some years later by the fan magazine,
Spaceveys.) Squires also urged members to try converting more people to read-
ing science-fiction.

Tesseract proved to be the biggest feather in the SFAA's cap. In ex-
cellence and general interest the club organ surpassed almost every similar
publication then extant. It was far superior to The International Cbserver
and The Science Fiction Critic, and virtualiy the only magazines that ranked
above it were the fine printed jourmals. Worthwhile articles were obtained




from Miles J. Breuer, E. E. Smith, J. Harvey Haggard, Arthur Leo Zagat, Clark
Ashton Smith, Forrest J. Ackerman and others. The April, 1937 number was
dedicated to Howard Phillips Lovecraft, and carried the first printing of his
story, "The Crawling Chaos,” that had been available to the fan world. Much
fine poetry was published, and in addition to the magazine's regular gscience
department conducted by A. R. Mink and a collector's column run by Louis C.
Smith, it encouraged the better amateur authors such as Raymond Van Houten,
Russell Leadabrand, Walter Jamieson end others, featuring both their fiction
and articles. Willis Conover, Jr. contributed a humorous science-fiction fan
story. (For the edification of the uninitiated, a science-fictlon fan story
is one wherein fantasy magazines, their editors, authors and the fans them-
selves play leading roles) Tesseract stressed also aids for the prospective
writer, and printed articles by well-established science-fiction authors on
the subject. In one of his editorials Rloomer urged his readers to join the
National Amateur Press Association. This was an organization of amateur pub-
lishers who mailed out their productions_jointly at intervals. Other fans of
that period, such as Wollheim, Michel, Pohl and Shepard were already members
of the group, and their association with it was to foster the notion of the
Fantasy Amateur Press Association late in 1937.

Taken all in all, selective collectors of fan magazines make a grave
error when they overlook the large-sized later numbers of Tesseract, for these
are of a quality that unguestionably warrants preservation.

More and more Bloomer found his time being consumed by his cccupational
quties as 1937 progressed. As an initial expedient he discontinued all corres-
pondence. Eventually, however, it became apparent to him that he could not
hold his position and carry on with the SFAA too, and therefore gave up active
interest in the organization. Syuires, meanwhile, had been appointed assis-
tant secretary by Munanimous vote" of the Board of Directors, in view of his
in the club. With Bloomer retiring, Squires assumed leadership as managing
secretary. But, for reasons which have never been adequately explained, he
accomplished nothing. And for a long time it appeared that the Sclence Fic-
tion Advancement Association had reached the end of its trail,

XIv
Other local CGroups of the Time

There had been national fantasy organizations, international fantasy or-
ganizations and city chapters of various cliques, but until Daniael McPhall
of Oklahoma City conceived the idea of The Oklahoma Scientifiction Associatiaen
there had never been a state fantasy organization. McPhail had been an avid
reader long before he became an active fan, and as early as 1929 had struck up
with 2 kindred soul in the form of Louis W. Clark, whose interest in the field
antedated even McPhail's, McPhail's history from that date must have corres-
ponded with that of many other fans, with the important exception that he kept
a record of his activities which he included in a little, four-paged, hand-
printed sheet entitled The Science Fiction News, the first issue of which was
dated June 1, 1931. After several numbers he procured a typewriter and typed
the magazine in an assortment of shapes and sizes of paper, so that by 1934,
with the aid of Clark he was pounding out twenty-four large-sized pages,making
several carbons. With the many carbon copies on hand, McPhail proceeded to
mail out numbers to every person with an Oklahoma address whose letter appeared
in the readers' cclumns of the professional fantasy magazines. So successful
was he in bringing these individuals together that in the early months of 1930
The Oklahoma Scientifiction Association was formed, with The Science Fiction
News its official organ. Among its members were lLouis Clark, Jack Speer,
Austin Roquemore, James and Mary Rogers, Edgar Hirdler, Kenneth Jones, John
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Leonard and Francis Stewart, Jr. Of these, Jack Speer and James and Mary Rog-
ers were to attain particular prominence in fandom,

After March, 1936, The Science Fictdon News became available to fandom
at large. "The Newsmagazine for the Science Fiction Fan" was a publication of
imusual interest. The first six monthly numbers in 1936 had neatly printed
covers, on which were sometimes impressed hektographed drawings by James Rog-
2rs. The contents were neatly typewritten (or carbon copied), with illustra-
tions and designs frequently being added.in pencil or hektograph, and some-
times via printed linoléum cuts. The magazine boasted of belonging to "The Sci-
ence Fiction News Servicef—-which, since it is nowhere else mentioned in fan
publications, either was an affectation or an ostentatious method of refer-
ring to McPhail's correspondents® supplying him with news. The megazine feat-
ured many interesting regular columns, among them Ped Carnell's "England Cal-
ling," dealing in British news and views, and similar to his "London Newsreel"
in Arcturus; "Radio and Comics," conducted by Jack Speer; & series of pictur-
izations by James Rogers titled "Rambling 'Round the Universe"; and two pseud-
snymously authored columns, "Hols from the Ether" and vfp.t,-A-S-H-E-S!," both
of which presented news items dealing more in fan personalities and activities
than in the professional publications. The latter colwmns were leaders in a
new trend which soon made itself obvious. Speer also proudly contributed the
first science-fiction crossword puzzle to the scrutiny of fandom. And by June
5f 1936 The Science Fiction News was celebrating its fifth anniversary.

With its October number, the magazine underwent a radical change. McPhail
7ho was working at a printer's, successfully arranged to have the entire issue
srinted. This move elevated it onto a class with The Science Fiction Critic
and made it one of the leaders in a field overshadowed only by Fantasy Maga-
zine. Many fans flocked to its banner of "the complete fan magazine” (as it
Salled itself) because of its fine coverage of the field. The absence of fie-
tion and preponderance of news columns made it a live-wire journal that mir-
sored completely the activities of the third fandom. More, lMcPhail himself
sained the fast friendships of such up-and-coming fans as Millier, Blish,Kyle,
Jollens and others. The OSA itself, meanwhile, continued to expand; in ad-
jition to Hirdler's Oklahoma City chapter it gave a charter to Francis Stew-
art, Jr., to direct a Muskogee chapter. This latter group never thrived, how-
aver, and unfortunately lasted for but a short time.

When McPhail lost his printing-shop position it sounded the death-knell
for the News, which was still accelerating in interest and quality, and thus
indirectly dealt a severe blow to the 0SA. It also abated McPhail 's own en-
thusiasm, for he did not have the desire to continue the paper in a less
oretentious format, and its consequent abandorment was hard to endure. Altho
he continued activity in sporacid bursts for several years, he never again
attained a comparable position of eminence.

But from the bier of The Science Fiction News there was to rise a new
Oklahoma champion whose fame and importance were far tec outshine McPhail's. To
fandom at large Jack Speer was simply a fifteen-year-old whose passion for
fantastic cartoons seemed to augur a hope for no great future. So widespread
was this impression that his pertinent article in the October, 1936 Science
Fiction News, "Science Fiction and History: An Unusual Parallel" was almost
entirely disregarded. Speer, whose only other activities aside from OSA mem-
bership had been a subscription to Fantasy Magazine and joining the Terres-
trial Fantascience Guild, showed advanced powers of intelligent analysis that
were mature to a point of important consequence for the science-fiction fan
world. And James Rogers was to receive much attention at a later date as
artist for Olon F. Wiggins' Science Fiction Fan, as was his similarly talented
sister, Mary.

Meanwhile, in Philadelphia local chapter number eleven of the SFL was
giving absolutely no inkling to the fan world of the importance it was later to




assume, Within a few meetings after its formation (January,1935) under lead-
ership of Director Milton A. Rothman, members appeared to lose interest.Roth-
man had conducted several scientific experiments, but it was obvious that
these did not arouse any great amount of enthusiasm, and shortly thereafter
non-attendance at meetings caused a cegsation of activities.

Unknown to Rothman, however, there existed an independant group of local
fans which had formed itself at about the same time as the SFI chapter, but
which likewise had no knowledge of the latter, This was The Boys' Science
Fiction Club, and consisted of Harvey Greemblatt, John V. Beltadonis, Jack
Agnew and Robert A. Madle. Rothman, who was still interested in forming an
active local chapter eventually contacted these young fans through members'
letters in readers ' columns of the professional magazines, and thus local
number eleven found itself on a firm footing once more.

Happily, this firm footing proved permanent. At the first meeting of the
reorganized chapter (October, 1935) a substantial nucleus of both former clubs
was present along with Oswald Train, a former correspondent of Rothman's who
had recently moved to the City of Brotherly Love. Traln wes an old-time reader
of the genre, and was the author of several science-fiction stories published
in small-town newspapers. Meetings &s a rule emphasized science-~fiction
rather than science hobbying, and were devoted in the main to iateresting in-
formal discussions. Outstanding from the members' viewpoint was probably that
in December,1935 at which Hornig and Schwartz were guesis of honor.

Early 1936 saw several events of importance teke place. [Iirst, members
voted to change the club's name to that by which it is known todoy: the Phila-
delphia Science-Fiction Society--more famlliarly, simply PSFS. Second, there
was a falling away of the older, veteran fans of the group--Raymcud Peel
Mariella, Paul Hunter, and their kind--and a sweeping to the fore of the young
blood newly acquired, led by Agnew, Madle and Baltadonis., Finally, February,
1936 ushered into fandom the first publication of the group,lmaginaiive Fiction.

Imaginative Fiction was a carbon-copied journal bound on a sewing machine.
Madle was the editor in chief, Rothman his associate, and Baltadonis art edi-
tor. Unconsciously each man had setiled into his proper niche. As most copies
of the initial number were destroyed, readers had to wait until April for the
second. In this, it is interesting to note, Charles Bert announced an inten-
tion of reviving Hornig'!s defunct Fantasy Fan; however, though many hopes
were raised, nothing ever became of the project. After two issues it was all
too obvious that the carbon-copied duplication was too restrieting a mediuvm
and so the producers cast about for something better. The answer was Morris
S. Dollens and his hektographed Science Fictlon Collector.

Dollens was a sixteen-year-o0ld fan residing in North St. Paul,. Minnesota.
He had subsecribed to Fantasy Magazine, and hed been almost instantly bitten
by the publishing bug. But for him no solution seemed forthcoming. He had no
printing equipment, no typewriter, little money. What to do? He discovered,
however, that one reproduction method was within his means, and after some
experimentation acquired the knack of coaxing purple impressions from the
gelatinous surface of the capricious hektograph. What followed, for all its
admitted juvenile crudity, was not without a peculiar beauty of its own.
Entirely illustrated and printed by hand, Dollens turned out the first mum-
bers of The Science Fiction Collector. The name he had chosen for his publi-
cation was excellent, and upon advertising in Fantasy Magazine he received a
zenerous initial response. To the fantasy reader such a title conjured ail
manner of intriguing visions-~items about rare science-fiction books and maga-
zines, well-written fantasy reviews, expositions by leading collectors and any
mmber of mouth~-watering possibilities, Consequently, the first i1ssue of the
Collector was a painful experience. An amateurly-written serial story, an equsls
ly amateur cartoon, meager data concerning fantasy comic strips, a few jokes
and some pitifnl scraps of collector's material were what greeted their eyes.




The only thing the editor had in his favor, besides sincerity, was a religious
adherence to a tri-weekly schedule of publication and an undeveloped knack for
illustrating.

Issue after issue eppeared, but as subscriptions expired few were renewed
as the magazine's improvement in quality was in the realm of the barely notice-
able, being even then confined to clearer reproduction and the use of several
new colors in the print. So poor a comparison did the Collector make with oth-
er ecurrent publications that fans, always slow to contribute, finally contrib-
ubted next to nothing, and the only subseribers who went along with Dollens were
such completists in the field as Miller, Wollheim, McPhail axd the like.

The poignant ups and downs of The Science Ficticn Collector during the first
three years of its existence are told in detail in your historian's article,
"Deep Purple," which appeared in the May, 1939 number of that magazine. Des-
pite its many shortcomings, however, this journal was an inspiration to the fan
+no yearned to publish creatively, yet who did not possess the means. Dollens'
example paved the way for dozens of others to follow, showing the Philadelphia
fans, among others, that the economy of the hektograph paved the way toward a
publicaticn that they could afford.

Fantascience Digest was the title that Madle and Baltadonis first planned
to use, but scmehow this was associated in their minds with something markedly
superior; they felt it too good tc waste on a run-of-the-mill fan mzgazine,and
thus settled on The Fantasy Fiction Telegram. The first issue was brought out
in October, 1936. This was poorer from a reproduction standpoint than wasDol-
lens' Collector,but backed by an entire c¢lub as it was, it did not suffer from
dearth of material, indeed in addition to work by the Philadelphia group, they
were able to obtain contributions from members of the first and second fandoms,
such as G. R. Hghn, Donald Woilheim, Duane W, Rimel and others. Baltadonis,
moreover, produced some of his first art work, which, acceptable though it was,
gave little hint of the latent talent that was to make him the most popular am-
ateur illustrator in fandom. The Fantasy Fiction Telegram also marked the in-
itial active entrance into fan circles of a live-wire group composed of Balta-
donis, Rothman, Madle, Train and Agnew, with other PSFS members rising into
prominence from time to time. And this auspicious beginning heralded what was
to become one of fandom's most important groups. The Telegram lasted for only
four mumbers. A fifth was partially completed but never distributed, and lat-
er Baltadonis turned cut another for the Fantasy Amateur Press Association.

But other fans, too, were entering a state of real activity, and among
them was Olon F, Wiggins, the Colorado fan who had headed the Denver SFL chap-
ter which had seceded, as we have read, to join the Independent League for
Science Fiction during the ISA-SFL fracas. Wiggins made an error common with
fans of the time: he attempted to compete with Fantesy Magazine, and so felt
it incumbent on himself to have his publication professionally printed. The
first neatly printed number was dated July, 1936, and apparently showed that
the editor's funds had run out early, for it beasted a mere seven pages of mat-
erial plus a wood-cut cover. Another Coloradoe fan, Mervyn Evans, was listed as
associate editor. This issue was sent free to anyone who would ask for a copy,
so that samples circulated far and wide.

Four numbers appeared in printed formet, in all of which the standard of
quality was quite good. Wollheim, the best of the columnists outside Fantasy
Magagzine, was represented by the popular regular feature, "Fanfarade.' Inter-
vievws, biographies and autobiographies of Jack Williamson, Clark Ashton Smith,
sohn R, Fearn and Harold Hershey appeared. Articles by Robert D. Swisher, Ed-
vard J, Carnell, Raymond Van Houten, Robert A. Madle, Willis Conover and others
were likewise included.

Among the features in the first number was a short Esperanto column by
Forrest J., Ackerman., In the second number it was not present, and Wiggins in
nis editorial remarkegd:

Mr. Ackerman is no longer connected with Fan in any capacity
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still had difficulty in meeting costs with his ampll circulation. Fantasy
Magazine did not reappear until January, 1936, and from them until its demise
a year later maintained a roughly quarterly schedule of puklication. This
may have been partly due fo Crawford's notorious undependability, but it is
extremely doubtful that Schwartz was in any position to finance more regular
publication even had Crawford been the esgence of punctuality.

The January, 1936 number carried the announcement. of Starley G. Weinbaum's
death on Decerber 13, 1935, with appropriate euloglies and apprecintiona of -
his work. Weinbaum, who had been the best selling author of the Solar Sales
Agency, would be sorely missed economically as well as spiritually.

The March, 1956 number announced the sale of Wonder Stories, and impor-
tant as this fact was to the ISA in its clash with the SFL, it was equally
important to Fentasy itself, for Weisenger, unofficial editor and writer on
the staff, as well as partner with Schwartz in the agency, was goni alavated
to editor of the new Thrilling Wonder Stories 1ssued under the Standard Pub-
1ications' banner. More than ever before Sohwartz now felt himsclf alona.
First Ruppert had left, and then Weisenger: the best friends he had were no
longsr able to share his fan activities. The full weight of respensibility for
carrying on Fantagy Mapsaine now rested entiraly upon hia shoulders, and all
around him was the ill-disguised envy and bitterness of the second and tidrd
fandoms, who, incapable of emulating his magazine successfully, would not
be overly morry to sas it destroyed.

(Weisenger's dropping from the Solar Sales Agency was not without advan-
tages, however, for Sehwartz no longer had to divide his commissions, and
now with a ciose friend editor of a professional fantasy magazine, he had an
nin" with Thrilling Wonder Stories of immense value. Authors were quick %o
realize the benefit of having Schwartz submit their manuscripts, and slowly
but steadily the most prolific authors in the fantasy field began 1o sell
substantial portions of their work through his agency./

The June, 1936 issue of Fantasy Magazine was of unusuvally lifeless ap-
pearance. Though the quality of the material featured had not suffered ap-
preciably, the enthusiasm with which it had previously been presented was
almost entirely lacking. It was obvious to Schwartz that something had to
be done if his magazine were to maintain any semblance of its formar size
and prestige.

After some thought he decided to make one last all-out effort. Every-
thing would be gambled on one superior number--the fourth anniversary issue
due in September, 1936, A complete list of the 2,000 Science Fiction League
members was obtained from Weisenger. Crawford, meanwhile, had acquired a
linotype machine, and with the pid of this a fifty-page issue of Fantasy
Magazine was produced, in small-faced type to cram in as much material as
humanly possible. From the front to the back cover it was packed with every
item of interest that editor Schwartz could possibly conceive, obtain, or
resuscitate. The feature of the number was a tround robin" story, "The Great
T1iusion! writien by Eando Binder, Jack Williamson, Edmund Hamilton, Raymond
7. Gallun and John Russell Fearn--the most prolific authors of the day. Bin-
der's auntobiography was present., There were articles by George A. England,
Festus Pragnell, H. G. Wells and others; columns by Julius Schwartz, Halter
Gillings, Forrest J. Ackerman, Raymond A. Palmer and Robert Block. Appreci-
ations of the recently-deceased author Robert E, Howard by H.P. Lovecraft,
Otis A. Kline, E. Hoffman Price and Jack Byrne (editor of Argosy al that
time) were here also. A hitherto unpublished story by Stanley G. Weinbaum
was included. A lithographed insert of fantasy authors! photographs was to
be found. Book, film and magazine reviews, together with innumerable other
odds and ends filled up the magazine.

Two thousand copies of this number were mailed out. The price, which had
risen to fifteen cents a year previously, was reduced to ten once more.
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There is no question that thie issue was a supreme effort among fan publi-
cations. If any fan journal was worth a dime, this one was worth s dollar.
Schwartz waited. Then subscriptions began to trickle in. But weeks went
by, and the trickle never became a torrent. At last it ceased altogether.
Then he knew there was no use continuing. For four years he had given fans
the finest effort in the field--and at the end of that time his subscript-
ion list stood at barely two hundred! One thing alone deterred Schwartz
from abandoning the publication entirely: its outstanding debt of subscript-
ions. Most money had been spent almost as soon as received, and he was in
no position to make extensive refunds. It seemed to be a vicious circle--
he could no longer carry on the magazine, nor could he drop it.

Now, in this fourth anniversary mumber of Fantasy Magazine was a full-
page adveriisement announcing a new printed fan publication to be titled
Science Fantasy Correspondent. The editors were Willis Conover, Jr., a for-
mer contributor to Tesseract, and Corwin F. Stickney, a virtual unknown in
the field. Conever proved to be a nova in fandom, a go-getter who flared
with unprecedented brilliance for a short time and then faded from sight,
scarcely ever to be heard from again. Since interesting himself in fan
activities, Conover had written dozens of leading fantagy authors, artists,
editors, and fans. His 1list of contacts was of extremely wide extent, and
he wvas on good terms with both the second and third fandoms as well as the
older Fantasy Magazine group. The fifteen-year~old Stickney was apparently
markedly above average in intelligence. He had struck up an association
with Frank S. Bogert, an elderly printer in Belleville, N.J., and exchange
for setting type for the latter was permitted to print his Science-Fantasy
Correspondent for the cost of its paper., Bogert became interested in the
sheet and offered to help subsidize it if he were allowed to handle its
advertising, a field in which he had had previous experience. The editors
consenting, he took over this branch of the work--with surprising results.
In the first number, the Correspondent carried many well-paying advertise-
ments of a general nature, and throughout its entire period of existence
thus managed to stay out of the red, despite the fact that several thousand
free copies of every number were mailed out regularly to build up circula-
tion for the benefit of advertisers.

The first issue of the Correspondent was a revelation to the fan world.
Almost overnight there had arisen the most serious competition Fantasy
Magazinehad encountered since the advent of The Fantasy Fan. The ultra-neat
format of the Correspondent, impeccably printed on fine quality paper by
Stickney (who throughout the entire life of the magazine made only one typo-
graphical error, and that one in the first issue), coupled with excellent
material by David H. Keller, H.P. Lovecraft, Jack Williamson, Henry Kuttner
ang others, ranked it second only to Fantasy Magazine, whose background,
acquired after many long years in seience-fiction circles was not easily
equalled. This first issue sold out, and subscriptions continued to pour in.
Subscribers then received an unexpected notice. The ten-cent, three for a
quarter price was to be halved. Bogertlad ordered this in an attempt to build
up a circulation, for the more subscribers, the more advertising. He planned
to operate the magazine on the same principle as the slicks and the newspap-
jers, garnering operating costs from subscriptions, and letting advertising
pay for the other expenses. Intrinsically this was extremely sound {as later
events proved), though fans at that time loudly deplored the inclusion of
non-fantasy advertising in a fan magazine.

At this juncture Julius Schwartz threw in the sponge. And on Conover's
next visit to New York City arrangements were made to combine Fantagy Magazine
with Science-Fantasy Correspondent, thus f£illing all of Schwartz' obligations.
In exchange, Conover would have the prestige of leadership in the fan field
and all of Fantasy Magazine's stock of material. Conover regarded this




achievement as a very bright feather in his cap (a= indeed it was), and
Schwartz considered it a very great load off his mind (as it also was).

The very last--the thirty-ninth--number of Fantasy Mppazine was dated

January, 1937. Compared to the preceding fourth anniversary issue it ap-
peared slim indeed. The feature was "Thompson's Time-Travelling Theory,"
a short story by Mortimer Weisenger (later reprinted in Amazing Stories);
a long autobiography of Neil R. Jones was included as well. The merging
with Science-Fantasy Correspondent was announced, with the result dubbed
tthe Little Giant of the fan magazines.”

To most readers the latter statement was little enough to go by, Would
Fantasy Magazine retain its identity? A1l that was definitely known was that
= reduction in size to the Correspondent's six by four and one-half inch
dimensions was due. And which of the two titles was to have the dominating
policy? The thought that this was really the end of Fantasy Magazine as
they had known it did not enter the minds of most fans. They had no way of
knowing how completely Fantasy Magazine was to fade from the picture--and
the damaging repercussions that were to follow.

The second issue of Science-Fantasy Correspondent, which appeared
shortly thereafter, provided little more in the way of enlightenment. After
admiring its excellent Finlay cover and perusing excellent material by
Raymond Z Gallun, Robert Bloch, John Russell Fearn, Arthur J. Burks, Greye
La Spina and F. J. Ackerman, the reader found this cryptic legend cn page
twenty:

Tn our next issue will be published the most stupendous announce-
ment ever made in the history of fan magazines! Do not miss
this announcement, for it marks the renaissance of amateur fan-
tasy magazines!

But again stark drama was preparing her lines for recitation, and what was
to follow, coupled with the coincidence of simultaneous events, was to deal
catastrophe to fandom as & whole. Ragnarok had caught the entire fan world
napping!
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CHAFTTR 10
Further clubs and projects of 1935

It mist not be imagined that the Science Fiction Advancement Associa-
tion was the only club of the period attempting to {ind it's niche in fandom. Other
groups and individuals were trying to found solid organizations, but with* indiffer-
ent results. One "ayward S, Kirby, a kassachusetts fan attempted to form the Fant-
asy Fiction Learue on the strangest, most transparent basis ever presented bt a club.
fo join, onc merely wrote to Kirby, recuesting a membership card and enclosing a
three cent stamp. “lso requisite was the signing of a pledge of subservience to all
rules and regulations that might be laid down by Kirby in his ca?acity as ¢lub dir-
ector No reasons for forming the cluvb were piven, and the only -*rospective activity
was the sponsorship of a short story contest, this being announced in the first
issue of the club organ, The Fantasv Fiction Digest. The latter was bound in and
distributed with the September 8, 193 issue of Dollen's Science Fiction Collector.
The second issue, tho continually anrocunced as on the way, never did appeer, and in
the meantime ilirby's name became synonomous with procrastination in fan circles.

Discounting Dollen's, the only written support Kirby ever obtained was
from ‘oilheim, whose "Sun Spots” column carried the notice that the Fantasy
Fiction League was being formed by some ISA members, and simulteneously decried the
attitude of C, Hamilton Lloomer in singling out this new group as a competing organ-
ization. In again and again attacking the SFAL for "dictatorial control’, and
sinultaneously supporting the Fantasy Fiction League he left tho impression that the
latter was the more democraotic of the two. In actuality however, it had not the most
rudimentary vestige of a democratic limb emerging anywhere from it's structure, while
iloomer's SFLL at least made a half hearted stab of giving members voting privileges

Had Firby possessed some fair measure of iniative, the Fantasy Fiction
League, with “‘ollheims support and the willirg hard-working hands of Dollen's might
nave caught on and made some sort of mark in fardom. Fut after many months of doing
absolntelv nothing, Tirby relinquished control of the orgenization to. Dollen's,
The latter managed to produce a single numbsr of +he club organ, which nresented
not a scrap of information on i%'s aims, principles or hopes. Yhether Dollen's would
ever have made anything of the orpganization is debatable, for parental pressure at
that time forced him to curtail fan activities. This prompted his turning all rights
to both the lea-ue and its publication to “ollheim, who had long made a hobby of
collecting such moritund items. “he death of the Fantasy Fiction Loague, though post-
pened somewhat, by these chonpes of hands, ocenrred unoff cially but a short while
letor.

avid A, ¥yle, who had headed the YMonticello, N.Y. chapter of the SFL ’
issued in Febrvary 1036, o small mimeographed fantasy cartoon megazine that was
Fitled the rantasy "orld. The only other fan to have had a hand in its production
was (if we overlook the possibility of a nom-de-plume) was "alter Schaible., The
contents of this effort, as might be anticipated, utterly worthless; howaver it's
appearance is important, for it presared 'yle's activity in the field. This activity
was forthcoming in late 10%, when he proposed the formation of the Phantasy Legion,
an organization that was to be a brethren of science and weird fiction fans banded
together for the common purpose and cause---to promote phantasy. (Wollheim, it night
be noted, had for some reason camraigned for the spelling of the word fantasy with
‘ph” instead of "f* in the fan press, This practice caught on for a while, being
prevalent from mid-3¢ til early '37.) Kyle claimed that this new group was derived
from the Legion of Science Fiction Improvement that originated in Novemver 193,
If the latter organization ever existod, it was probably only in Kyle' mind, where
it perished scon after conception. keference to it was obviously an attempt to
give the Phantasy Legion an artificial history, and is reminiscent of "ilson Shepards
similar hoax about an Impossible Story Club which hag already been noted.

liembership in the Thantasy Legion was for life, a fifty cent registration
fee being all that was re~uired. Sxistine side by side with this club was the
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Phantasy Legion Guild. Requirsments for joiaing tho lattor wers prior mewmbo:
in the “hantasy Legion and a coutrihsbion or some sreetive work ta eny Guild
magazine., ALpparently it was nlazred o womo fan cditors fo 2isso the legerd, A
Cuild Tublication” on their moguuincs. th ro'y Too . Ly kritbing torether the

entire fabric of fandom. ¥he Fhartais “erid was the Tirs% Cuild pablicetion,. and
was erroncously regarded ty mony as ine ~"{v:i.L ~'ub ergan cf %ho Pazacesy Legion
itselfwmw. while in actuality tho labtior was .tz Zopiou Purade.

Kyle gainod almsst immediate suppart. irw aewor fans. whe had bLosn urable

o rally about the SFA | who fwmnd neithing to back in the rantasy Iisilion Loague ,
whe ere no match for the politically minded ISA---those felt tha® they had in the

Phantasy Legion, an organization truly rcprocentative of their group, MiPhail ; -

Miller and Dollens, for exemple, hesitated scarcely an instant borors throwing
their lot in with Xylo's and campaigning acbively for the new club. Thesae fans---—
some of the most active in all of third fandom---casily were able %o laarch the
Legion on an oven keel.

! "elhail compaigned vigorously in his Scienco Fiction Wews., Miller, by
mcans of his extensives«corrospondsnce and strong influence with the Philadolphia
eircle, aided greatly in recruiting new membors. And Dollens was entirely willing
to work like a Trojan to make the Fhantasy “orld a truly exemplary mazazine.

A flock of ncw names began to creep onto tho Logion's rostor. Thers wore
Richard ™ilson, Robert G. Thompson, John Faltadonis, James "lish, Lanisl C. Burford,
even Wollheim, who, on good terms withi Fyle, lent his suppurt. Theru was no qroshion
but that this was a do-or-dic cffort ¢® tho third fandom to gain for icesif a rop-
resentative organization. So far in *hicir sceat yoar in fandom, it's mombers had
had no unitod voice in their cwn Joshinv, and they intonded to have jus. that.

Exemplary wus the mechesdsw for demoeratic cloction inheront in the
League's make-up. Lt the very £i:.s* olection, by an unusual quirk, Kyle, the orig-
inator, was not raised %o rresicen’. This was unprocodented. Instead, Millior was
clected president; Kyle was vice presidon®t, Dollens sacretary and icPhail public-
ity diroctor. Temporarily Kyle %ook aver the treasurers post as wcll.

One number of Legicn avads anpeared, brimming over with enthusiosm and
unshakeabloe in its confideace in the cluls bright future. Tut. this first clection
had already sown the sceds =f bronkdom, ior Kylc's feclings at not being chosen o
head the group may bo weil imagin.d. Also, fans reading this accouat will alv-oady
have notec scme of the fatal wenkicases i it 5 structure; Zhe entire lack of
in~omo from any rource othes nan'iniation fees; the general oir of Juvonility; its
mecs mcopresepbative poblocation being at firss it an oxtremely poor cartoon mage-
21.0. tespito such diawbacke the Thantasy lLogion could probably have prosperod ,
iutesy of mosu of it's members honost dosire to keep it in existence. But, most
cf %he publishing facilities woro undor the control of Fyle. Miller, as prosidont
s Lei-lues against his lethergy, which again and again dolayed publication of
L3gior .arude. Yhon the club aftor it's brisk start began to mark time, thoso who
had resoived to join it desisted, awaiting signs of furthor activity. The club's
7o .den apportunity came a fow months lator, whon overy pillar in fandom collapsad,
lenving che ficld open to any nowcomoer with drive and ambition. But, so disorganized
was wic rhentesy Lopion that 1% did not make the slightest bid for leadorship and
it*e failuro to do so complotoly discredited it as an active organization. It's
¢:ath wos then prompt, if unofficial, as wro the hopes of third fandom, which tho
Legion carried with it to it's gravec.

One great posthumous project was yot to risc out of tho ashos of Fantasy

agazinc. This was the Stanley G. “oinboum memorial volume, Dawn of Flame. “hen
" cinbaum died no group was moro saddoned than the Milwaukeo Fictionoors, his own
intimate circlo. It's mombors, along with Schwarte ond “eisinger, fclt that some
momorial should be raised to tho mon's groatness. And finally thoy struck upon the
p-ar to publish privetcly a solection from his works. It was odited by Palmer, who
did tho lion's sharo of the work involved, menaged the finonees and publicity.
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Ruppert, vho had so long orirvod Panbasy LHagaelie, was s mush thy [y

cver busy he was he novertheless found time te rriant Jowa ol %Ticmu, with no
regard to profit or loss- On his small press, he ram the 71% pags book Two pages
at a time ! This was fire® fundoms last projecet.

The volumo appecarcd late in 1936. The title story was a hitherta un-
publishod novclette, and along with it were included six short storics, " The
Lotus Bators,” "The Mad Moon," “Tho Rod Peri," “The Adaptive Ultimate,” and,
"The Worlds of If." Thesc were printed on fine quality bookpapcr and the volume
wes bound in ¢mbossad black leather stampod in golde. A full page photo of Mr.
Weinbsum formod the frontispiceo, The first cdition of the bogk that relled off
the presses carried sn introduction by Raymond A. ralmor, one of the author's
most intimate fricnds. “hen “einbaum's wife, Margarct, read this, sho brended it
“too personal” and refused to allow tho volume to be distributed as it stood.
Another introduction was thon written by Lawrcnce Feating, and with this substi-
tution, tho book was printed end distributed. But, “oinbaum's closost circle of
friends---Schwartz, Palmer, Pupport and a fow othors---retained copies carrying
the original Falmor foreword, thus inadvorantly making it almost impossible for
the everage colloctor to obtain anything but a second odition,

Falmor's attompts to sell Dawn of Flame at %2,50 per copy were heart-
breakingly disappointing, Fons in those days simply didn't have that kind of
money Yo invest in their hobby at short notice, and he was more than willing to
send the colloction to anyone who would deposit fifty cents and agroe to pay tho
balancc in small woekly installments. Final figures on sales placed thoe number of
copios in circuletion at approximately 250. lMany copies were never bound et all,
and may well have been disposed of as seorap by now. Today it stands as onc of the
rarest of all fantasy books~w--far harder to obtain than, for oxample, “The Out-
sider and Others”.

Chapter 17
The First Convention And Tho Death of the ISA

Throughout all this weltor of fans and fon magazines and ophemoral
organizations, the International Scientific Association continwed to ride high
in it's tompostuous course, casting about as always for new ficlds to conqueor.-
Sykora, in an attempt to lcad the science-hobbyists into some activity that
would also engage the activity of the sciencc-fictionists, susgested that whe ISA
mako a sciencc fiction moving picturc. He cspocially strossod iic comparisive
chenpnoss of such a project. After initial skepti:zism, derle:r: Govdket (wio hngd
long beon interestod in the tochnical nspects of moticn pietires) fell in itk
ths idea ond plans were formulated for the procustion of such & riln duing IS
Heither man was completely ignorant with ilie art, s Iilms of fair aualltv hacd
been taken provicusly of local meetings as well as o” the severs? rackeaury exper-
iments which had been carricd out by the ISA.

It was suggosted by John Michol that tho c¢lub join in a social outing
of some sort; this agreed to, great controversy ensucd as So the dos’inction.
Philadelphia was decided upon, chiefly because "ollhoim had hit upon tiie nevel
idea of meouting with out-of~tovm fans, and thereby calling the affair a science
fiction convention. Intrigued with this plan, members made hurriod elrangenents,
and on October 22, 193¢, +he ISh delegation, which included "ollheim, Michel,
Sykora, Hahn, Pohl, Fylo and Goudket, was met at Fhiladclphia by a contingent
hoaded by Rothman, Madlo and Train. After viewing the town, both groups corvenod
at Rothmans home and engeged in a bit of officiality that gave thom the uvuacoa-
tosted title to the first convention in fan history. Rotbman was elocted convene-
tion chairmen and ®ohl scerctary. It is interesting te note the® tat fur thris
serap of democratic procedure, the honor would doubtless have gonu ¢ o groun of
Pritish fans who held a well-planned gathering on Jamary 3, 1937 in Lzeds, Fing.
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crdore~=but Kubilus ot thot timo waw in the hospital, soriously ill, with lit<lo
chonce of ombrging for somo wocks time. Tho next officer in 1line wns Vellhoin,
the trensurcre. And Wollheim, in a docisive movo as breathtaking ns Sykorals,
dotormined to disband the ISA ontiroly,

Bofore ho took action, howover, ho was approachod by Blish and Hubilus
(then convelescont) with the request that thoy bo allowed to tako ovor the club
and conduct it ¢n a puroly sciocncc-hobbist basis. It mey soem paradoxical that
Kubilus, being the highesteranking efficor did not insist that ho be givon chergoe,
repardloss of Wollheim's wishes. But Wellheim prossod his presidontial cidim en
tho basis of anm eleetion tochnicelity ond vwen, (In ISA clcctions the momber ro-
coiving the highest numbor ov votes bocamo prosident, the socond highest, trocs-
urcr; third highest, viec-prosident; and fourth, secrctory. This vms Wollhoin's
arganent against preserving tho usual line of porlianentory succession, the peint
lic schiovod with Kabilus after--to quetec his ovm werds--~"n bit of corraspond-
enco and some wrangling.” .

Tioilheim was well awnarc, howover, of thc corscquoncos that might arise
fren so swifwly dissolving tho group if ho did not back up his ~etion with sube
stontial roasoning. And tho lest (Junc, 1937) issuc of Tho Inbornntional Observe
er, indccd, conbtainod in its fwelve pages lattle clsc bul explonations and do=-
fenses of his action. . list of the ISA memboiship was printed, and sheowod to
Wellhoim!s sotisfackien to be composcd in the mejority of scienco~fictionists.

H#e thoreforc contendod thot if the club wore tirned over the scicnco-hobbyists it
weuld stognote and die. 4is ovidonce, he pointed to the past foilures of orgonie
zations of similar character, Tho voery name "Irternngional Scientific Associa-
Rt Mhc cloimcd Lo be o farzoet Tho 2iub wes not internationadVhemming fow 1
any forcign meombers; 1 wns scicnbific only in nane,; for i%s soul had bocome sci-
enco~fictional; and in %he t:uo sonse of tho word it was not oven ~n asscciation,
sinco the bulk of the achivity had hoeen coervicd on by %nc Newr York chaptor. To
the orpument of changing its nane znd retaining the cohesion of o purcly scioncu=
fictional group, he said "...there arc too many such clubs already and none
anount to o row of ton-pins. ««.In the span on cight yecars cf stf clubs of all
bypos not one has cver done anything in a natirmzl capecity.”

Sykorats lettor was voprinted in The Inturnetional Obsorver in full,
with anprapricte ond inappropriste interpolations by ¥ollhoim, This damming doc=-
uricrit proved to be ~ fonec shutiing Svikera off Jrom the rest of fondem, for his
stouemends that he despiscd ovorything thot foandon stcod for could simply not bo
overliikeds. Twvorywhore ho turncd. in his later cfforts to meke o comeback in fan=-
dom. Thiec letbor bloclod the rood.

But Yollheim did not sto~ here, Throughout the entire issue, in the
fasion that marked the perk of his feuding obility, he again ond again thrust
the ‘entire bleme for tho olub's dissoivticn upon William Sykore's shoulders, ro-
iteroting thot the ISA eould hrvo eentinued as o purcly scicnec-fiction club, ige-
nering blitholy its innor conflicts, tut that "Sykoras was net big cnough to let
it do s0." In accounts of the latier's taking back his donction to tho ISA lie
brary, cnd threatening to throw tho remaindor inte the street if ivw wero not
promptly called for, he instilled in fons' ninds doubts as Tto Sykora's sincerity
in making any type of contritutien to any individual or groups Furthor, he cl-
loged that Sykora had through clcver utilizotion of the constiruticn gathered nll
pewer into his own hands until ho hnd becomo a virtusl dictator, in one hundrod
per cent control of the club. Henec his rosignation, contended Wollheim, menmt
tho ISi's doath,

Before Wollhoim was through he had figurativoly crucificd his opponont.
Nowhero could onc sco the slightost faint of sympathy for the man who had fought
with him cgeinst Wonder Storios ond tho SFL, ot whos¢ side he had spont mony mome
crable hourss Rarcly has ono fan over so completoly discredited onothere Ewvory
rond was blocked to Sykern nowe He had no c¢lub, no publicaticn in which to wvoice
his opinions, few fricnds and litvtlo opportunity of goining others. :nd worst of
2ll, the respect of the fan ficld was lost to him,
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Yet, tho facts of the case show something that most fans, spellbound by
the power of Wollheim's rhetoric, had not even stoppod to consider. Sykora, as
presidont of a democratic organization, had rcsigned in good ordor, leaving the
club perfectly intact. I1ts treasury, indecd, was in the best condition of its
oentire oxistence. Ho had made no effort o injure the ISA, even suggoesting Robe
ert A Madle and James Blish as possible good choices for his successor, wishing
thom luck in their task.

At o mecting of the New York branch of the ISA, Wollhoim had gained a
majority vote in favor of the disbunding. Ho had contacted wvarious othor groups
and claimed by proxy their sanction as well, and thercofore a botter than fifly
por cent vote of the entire memborship in favor of his action. %Yet he seemed un- -
ablc to proscent a list of names of thosc who had so voted, and admitted that a
large portion of the memborship had ncver been approached. Ho also admitted that
thore werc at loost two fans who wonted to carry on the clube=-ono of them an of=-
ficer of higher rank than himself, Despite.this he had felt it incumbent upon
him to disband the ISA, throwing the brunt of the blamo uvpon a man who was grant-
cd no medium in which to defond himself, Such was Wollhoim's prestige in fandom
at that timc that nowhere did a voiec: rise vp in print against his action. Most
frns rogardod his summation of Sykora as "something growing horns' as fact., 4nd
Sykora became an outcast because he dared to resign the post of president in a :
derwocratic organization,

The Scionec Fiction Association, o prominent Pritish group functioning
at that timc (conccrning which we will hear more in later chaptors) offerod to
take ovor all obligations of the ISi, Put this offer was turned down becauso the
ISt was ccmplotely solvent, Iowevor, Wollheim devoted almost an contirc page in
The International Obscrver to oxbolling tho virtues of this British group. He
mointaincd that Amcrican fans hod failed in their attompt to formulate and
sustain a cerious scicnec-fiction orgenization ond that thercefore Britain should
be given an opportvnity. His attitude hinted that fandom in Amerien was through,
and all that there romained to do was watch its limbs wither and dic. In this
insinuation he was closcr to the real truth than most fans of the time realized,
How close fendom came to extinction in loss than a year's time will shortly bo
showm.

For all that, the day of the IA was done ot last. Its influence had
becn felt in ovory corncr of scionce-fiction fandom for over two ycars. Rarcly
had any clulb boasted so proud, so cventful e history., In some vays, it was al-
most groat. Put oxecpt for a short while when Sykora feintly rolled the drums
for its revival in 193%B, this was virtually the final part that the Internntione
al Sciontific Association would pley in the history of the fiold,

Chaopteor 18
The Durk Ages of Fandom

loenwhilc, droma vas beine onaeted in othor quarters. Everywhere, in-
torestad fans were awaiting in a fevor pitch of interest the appearance of the
new Fantnsy Mapazine.  What would it bo 1liko? "Would it bo an improvement upon
the 0ld? Many rumors ran rifc, among them that the title of Scicnce~Fantasy Cor- -
rcopondent would change to Fontasy Magoazine, Stickney, howecver, had circulated
a printed card amnouncing Fantasy Corrsspendent, “tho little giant of the fon
mogazinos.” Loveeraft!s ossay “Supornatural Horror in Litoraturc" was to be com=
monced again, and o biography of Virgil Pinlay printed; in addition to this, ma-
torial by Tnndo Binder, Robert Bloch, E, Hoffman Price and Donald Wendrei would
appear. But all of Fontasy Magazino's rogular dopartments, like "Spilling tho
Atoms” and “The Scicnce=Fiction Tyu,” would be discontinucd,

Two months passed, and the Corrospondent did not appcar. Another, and
still no sign of it. Finally, threc and ono-half months after the scecond number
had boon issucd the third finally was distributecd. 4nd fons did not know what
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to make of it, Conovur's name wac nowhore in eviceirre. Lo 4 5zl19 6L L
Science-Fantasy Correspondent, having seemingly ~cabiiec wich wvio Fantasy beg-
azins only for the purpose of filling the latters urncinived suodroripsioss. 7ot &
scrap of the smmounced materisl was to he seen. Featunrad wers buo short rboies
by Philip Sutter and Robert Madle, both of good quality; wcrostics by Lorecrais,
and a science article by Oliver BE. Saari. But what horrified the fans was a rec-
tion in the rear of the journal sntitled "Fobbyana" and devoted to postage stamps
end coins | This seemed a crovming touch of asinity.

In his editorial Stickney ennounced the beginning cf a new policy.
There would be no more line-ups of big names, no more catering to fans interests.
Stickney was convinced that encouraging the amateur fantasy suthor was the imp-
ortant thing, and the Correspondent would welcome with open arms works of all
such showing ebility. This was a startling turn of events. It was obvious thst
the old guard of Fantasy Magazine was thru as far as Sticlkney wes concarned. The
last means of expression of this sef was now deanisd it. For years, it's members
had narrowed down their activisies as their jovenals diminished one by one in
number and their producers left tho field ene by one...until finally Fantbasy
Magazine was their sole stamping ground. I+ hed been the cen®er. the tery bose
of fandom. It was the aso of fandow bacauss it wons tho s“rongest recruiting
unit in fendom: withou® it Litfile xnow tlocd was ivfused into the broadening
circles of the second ord whird fandoirc. It's rrolducers shuddared as thoy gezed
out upon the welter of juvenile wublications and organizctions that surrouaded
them on every sido. foms oi' e asc ucknowiedged willingness to carry on the
new Fantasy Fagazine.: ban thal aveirie was now closed. And s3, with spiteful
swiftness, the door :ruwwuid shus o tho ¢ld guards on Schwartz, Welsinger,
Ruppert, Palmor, Crewfos 1232, {rleSskym Ferpguson and lornig, iv's leading
members...and to & lacuer extelLc on Lee Baldwin, Louis C. Smith, Duane Rimel,
Emil Potaje, Forresec J. ickera:n and dozens of the first fandom bystanders. The
cream of fandom was 2o lonzer asllivu in the fisld., Some did malte repprochements
ut in most cases no® until years later, when fandom had again “grevn up-*

This wos calasbrephs incormate. Fover had such e gold mine of +alent
departed simultanrously frcm the field. Survival of fandom in any me*ure sense
of the word, had develwed upon the ISA as the only remeining group pazsessiug
any maymer of advancoed fars...htut that too had departed for the limbn of for-
gotlien Shings, and with it. the science~hobbyists und semi~-scicnce-fictionists
Gee, Carvais, Svkora, Iutilos and many othars. By iate 19%6 Claire Feck's
Science Fiction €irric bad become a rarking fan jourmal. It's format and tyo-
ogranliy worc zoniis sntly ewxcellent. 13's3 “Hummer #»d Tongs” ccolwmn now accel-
ereyst. to o rmacous claror of destructive voluwe. The polizy of The megarine
bgcame to chestisy *ha ficld of professioncl scienze fiction, sugeesting little
or ncthing consiructive. It's very first move wos ¢ announsce thet i% did not
reecgnize Thrilling Monder Storins as o s3icnco f1-viom ragazine, end to tais
policy, it adhered, rolenting only %o the following juotcd dsgres:

"Hencaforth, if and whea storiss of wartnwhile rncientific fiction
appear in that magazinre, we snall giadly givs prrise and credit to it's pro-
prictors, tut at present, it is our beliasf “habt thur a5 uzlilely to occur, and
until a definite change is evidont in tho meterial of ihe magazine, wo foel that
there are now only two nowsstand publications worthy of the definition "science
fiction magezines."

Yo the Critic’s mind thero was no such thing as science fiction, only
scientifis fiction. In tnis respect it was a leader in drewing fans eway from
whatever contact remained betwoen them end professional publications. u* when
Bock noxt turned to destructive criticism of fans and fan magazines themsel-es,
it beecame immediately obvious thet the Ssience Fiction Critic was uoh tn bo thu
rallying point for reorranizetion of faondom's shattered ranks. Fevs needod ccu-
ficencs in themselwver, rot condemnation. 4s for tho Science~Faitary 7niceejor -
dans, most of the remeinliqg fons wore oo young to have mmich hone os scor Ui -
sming prolegsional oythers, au he non science fictional advssbiving ead
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Bobtyann® ropolled thom o tos, lhets wne tho roandal non~goted wikh 4k
ohanga of tha Urillsts folioye “Nhet wers the Fasty Seling SThokmoy! o Broak -eieh
Contover 1 Yany tricd 4s wose, und Mimarn woro bruttod abin't, bt the Miy tHin-
%o 230 print wun Wollhoins bittar gonsamnacian of Sticlmey, whom ho termed "«on--
tomptitle and snoaly.” All tho facts thut eould B kaourtalned wero that Sticke
16y, possibly gromm jealous over Conovers mieeess, had simply doposoed his rivel
in an attempt to hask in the limelipht alone, Thig vy far Prem tha tnith, of
course, tut the entire story was not learned until mich later.

Opinion rallsoq “E2ingt Sigkney, and he received many biting lettors,
cancollations of subseriptions, and condemnation by the fielg ganorallv. Thia,
naturally, embittercd him in turn, and having no medium thru which %o ropiy to -
his accusers, save tho Correspondont, and rontizing $hs lattors circulation was
too large to permit inclusion of a fan dispute, he merely ranklod from within
$0.,1t bocame obvious that Science “antasy Corrospondont eyl ot be the rally-
ing point of fandom, cither, That: was loft ? Only an occasiolial stray fan pab-
1lcation (usually long ovorduo ang started somotime Proviousiy) and Hurria Dol-
lons pathetic little Scionce Fiction Collsetor which continued <c appoar at
monthly intervils, ind it scemod proposterous to expoct this evor to be o center
for & strong random.

Lo summariss thou, .the ISA was doad, and thorefore, The Intornational
Obeerver. The SFAL was dormant and with it, Tesscract, The Fhantasy Legion s
moritund, was making no attempt to assumo loadorship, The Fantasy Fiction League
was hopeless, Fantasy tagazine wog gone, and with it, the groat old fans of the
past, Tilliam L, Crawford, having failed compledtely in his cfforts to put Marvel
loles on the newsstands, had follewed in thajr faotstops. Tho SFI, WaEs én inver-
tobrate thing, commer.ding no respeet ang obvicusly kopt ag an advartiving front
‘or Thrilling "onder Sterics, Stickney, mors emblttered than ever, was drifting
st11]l fNurther from fandom by ronaming hig peblication the Amateur Correspondent,
with Wollhoim still barking at his 'eals. Tho for g short while, storics persist-
¢d that he would revive Fantasy lagazine on his own, Conovor, disillusionod, was
Paking no offort whatevor in thot diraction, Scionce Fiction Critic's policy
could not be harmonizcd with the neoods of fandom at large. The Los Angeles chap~
tor of STL, largest organized group in the country, tontinued to roport SUCCOSE-
ful mectings, with more and more cclobritios present, tut mado no move to aid
fandom in goneral,..probably influonced by Ackorman, whose sontiments resteq
with the olgq Fantasy llazazine groun, and whoso exporicnces with tho second ang
third foandoms had heen unpleasant, Wollheim, the loading and most capable fan of
the poriod, haa frankly expressod his belief that Amorican fandom had failed ag
8 unirficd group and could suggest no cthar course, savo union with Britain, whose
youthiul, virile, cnthusiastic fandom was alreadyv sonding skyscrapers of achieve-
ment upard. The only thing to which t . aenttored romuonty of fandom could turn
was the Thiladolphia Scicncc Fietion Society, whers Paltadonis, Madle, Rothman,
Amnew and Train still showod some signs of ectivity, Hyen here, t ings looked
dark, for all mectings of the olub tuad Boon suspended by mid-1937, bocouse of
non-attendanco, and the Pantasy Fiction Tolozram had collapssd nfter the Lourth
punbor, Tithout o published Joumal, fandom genld n6% hopo to roorgsnize itiy
brakim ranlg,

Hore then werc the dark oxus of seienoc fiotion fandom, Ang if ne
champions aroso to lend tho way baok o tho light, then fandom was thru, and it'sg
sxistenee would remain but a briaf amising ineidont in tho history of pulp pub-
hehing.
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CHAPTIR 19
Tho Rise of [ritish Fandom

“c have road allusions to Britains prowing strength in the scienco-
fiction fan world. “hat thon of ‘ngland ? How had she progressed since tho
carly days of 1933 when her only organization was tho Dritish Science Fiction
Association, merely a closod circle of correspondents which hagd glorified itsoll
with a title ? liany of the country's writers wheso work had appoared in Amorican
fantasy magazines were roal funs of tromondous cnthusiasm. Such nemes as John
Pusscll Fearn, John Feynon Harris, ‘estus Fragnoll, end 4A.}. Low were in cvig-
ence. iuch scicnco and fantasy fiction had seen British publication in took
form, but otherwisc it was confined to juwcnilitios in "penny droadfuls.” For
oxamplo, the Sritish author,‘ﬁric “rank Russcll, addrossing o fun fothering in
the .5, during his visit in 1939, cibed an odition of Mickey Mouse Magazine as
the chief exponcnt of tho scisnco fietion art in poriodical ferm priss 4o the
inception of Gillinz's Tales of “ondor.

Harly ‘n 192l thors appoarcd on the sconc a lotter sizud puilicet on
Imovm as “Scoops. The only wockly pro science fintion poricdical s oowea,, it
stagmoroed thru somo twenty issuos bofore it's collapso. In must of ¥he suriy
numbers the anthors of the storics were not given, british switers apparersuy
prefferring anonymity to having bheir names..or cven thoir nom do PLURNCS 0 0 5 -
associatod with moterial of this naturc. Towand tho ond of it'g cxigtonge |
Scoops improved tho guality of 1ts Zioction and took on a loss Juwvonilie air,
About this time, Loo, such recognizod authers as A,Conen y’e, A, Lew, John
Russoll Fearn, and P.”7. Cleator commonced to appecar in it's pages. Dul +re oarly
taint of scnsationalism and Juvenility had turnod many roaders irrcvocakly
against the magazino. The cditer claimed to have baea grorually tuilding un an
entirely now cliontolc, and felt that had he boon cllowed to contirue o bik long-
er he would have been cotoring to a stoble fan audionco, hui tho shift of policy
was too lato. loo latc, also, the oditor had bagun %o organire a Tan club thru
tho mogazine, similar in naoture to America's Scicnce Fiction Lotgucs By zo nar-
row a margin did Eritain loss an carlicr fandom.

Yhus, the only outlct for active Eritish fans prior to 193C vas parte
icipatior in Amoricon activitics, and this was obviously difficult. Howovor ,
doir Mussoll Fearn ran mwmorous columns in Fantasy i.agazine on "s:ientifilms®
ane, tha state of scicnee fiction in his country. And ir tho latter issucs of tha
sanc jourial, Valter d, Gillings had a regular column on Eritish affasirs having
A sournsy s.ant, Ldward J, Carncll was also active, contributing material to the
‘oforce Fistion Critic, Arcturus, and tho Scicnce Fiction Nows. But, British fan-
doin 15 wo knovr 1t, did not spring into lifc until) Yondor Storiss hegan it's
Sticieo Fietion Leagucs Mony British fons, sometimes thru dovious means, obtain-
c¢ end regularly read the Amotrican fantasy magazines, and whoen tho SFL was ann-
cunccd. thoy did not loso their chance to organize. Douglas Maycr, of Loeds, was
“ho i'ixst %o apply for a charter for o Eritish chaptor. By 1935 ho had his chap-
Tor ruonning with such prominont fans as J. Michael Rosonblum, Harold Gottoliffe,
ard C, Floom on it's roster. The Leods SFL soon bocame tho largest and most act-
ive chaplor in the Pritish Isles,

Ly nid-1935, the Nuneaton chapter, hoadod by Maurico K. Honson, had
boen faormad, about thoe samo timo tho Liverpcol chaptor, which was of import-
ance only insofar as it solidificd Tritish fandom as a wheole, was formed. An
additiomel large chaptor was formod a 1littlo lnter. This was hoadad by Jack
“voumont of Yorkshire. Foaumont had bocn a member of tho American ISA, and had
for a timu, ovon plennod to start o British chaptor of that organization. By
oxrly 1937 he had obtainod six mombers for hig SFL chapter. This was unique
among Iritish groups inasruch as it wos proedominately composad of scicncc-
hebbyists. And similar to 1like Am .rican groups attempting to subordinate seicnce
fic®ion to tho active practice of scicnco, this ono soon collepsed und.r it's own
‘nertia, Tho closcst approach of scicnec hobbyists to boinz an importont forco
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in British fondom vms tho British Interplanctary Soeioty, which was subscritad
to by mony of the ecountry's promincnt fans,

Cnee organization had bocn bogun, it was but a moktor of timo boforo
England's first fon magnzino put in its nppoaranco. Ono might have oxpooted &t
to come from tho chapter first formed=~-Loodse-=but it did not, 1In Mareh, 1936
Mourice K. Honson ond Donnis A, Jacques of the Nuneaton SFL founded Novoo Torrao
and captured the horors. While in no ways comparable to The Time TravelTlo¥r ond
Fentasy Magazino, Novao Terrac did compare oxtromoly favorably with such American
cfforts as The Scicnco Fiction Critic, Tho Scionce Fiction Nows, itc. It had tho
advantago of buing odited by fans averaging four or morc yoars oldor than typ~
ical Amoricon fons of the time. Tho magazine appoarced on a roligiously monthly .
schedule, its mimcographod pages and gquarto size giving it a uniquo porsoncality,
To the younger members of chaotic Amoriecan fandom in 19%7 it appcared a bit *too
stiff, dry and formal; this, of courso, was bocause fans in the United States wore
gradually turning away from scicnco-fiction in gonoral and bocoming intorostod in
fans as personalitios. The prominent Britich cnthusinsts of tho day wero conbri-
butors to Novac Terrac. Welter H, Gillings, Edword J. Carnell, Leslic J, John ~
son, D. R. Smith, Douglas We F. Moyer, Brie Prank Russell, J, Michaol Rosonbium,
Festus Pragncll ond John Russcll Fearn were among them., Tho woight of tho major-~
ity of the country's fons vms behind tho publication, and British fandom lockod
ncither writing nor cnalytical ability.

Proud of their progrecs, cortain of their future, English fans did not
hositate to criticize their Amoricon cousins when tho noed aroso. They found
their opportunity vhen Forrest J. ckermen contributed an article titled "Espor-
anto: its Rclation to Scicntifiction” to tho lugnst, 1936 issuc of Novac Torroos
In this, Jckorman cxhortcd British f-ns te turn to Esporanto, warning them thoat
if tho ontiro plancd did not spoak onc common longuage by tho timo the Martians
mode their first lending the resalts would be disastrous; for tho Mortions, vn-
doubtedly of an older civilizabion, wonld hove anything tut rospoct for nooples
having dozons of difforent languages with no hord end fast mlos of pronuncia-
tion and words meaning three or four differcnt things. It wes essontial for thoe
world to Esperantoize immediately, so that the lartians would be able o compre-
heud this simplo, ncw languege when thoy arrived, etae., ote.

British fans werc as onc in indignabtion at ickorman's article. Thoy
felt that he was in como obsourc fashion showing his contompt for them by pro-
senting an articlo no intelligent mind could stomnch, Spoarheading his rapidly
asscmbled opposition was no loss a light thon Carncll, He mointoincd that

eeoif Forrest J. lckermon can writo seicntifilm notes for a
socioty calling itsclf tho World Girdlers' Intornational Sci-
cnco League Corrospondence Club, surcly all the fans in Eng-
land are worthy of more thin o mcro Esporanto articlo. Aftor
all, the British Esporento issociation sproads its propagon-
da thoroughly over these islos. esebocause we aren't o vory
progrossivo scienco=-fiction country as yet,imcrican fans arc
apt to troat us too lightly, forgetting thut ony nows of sci-

cnee-fiction happenings in their country is cagorly sought

aftor horo, so that we may build this country into as onthu-~ .
sinstic o body as the Ue Sesasee

Carncll went or to sny that he had heard lckerman would not write an article un- ‘
less hc wero paid for it, and that fens wore “already asking” how much he had ro- ‘
ceived for this onc, (Hoodless to say, the World Girdlers! Intormational Scionco
Loaguc Corrospondence Club, originally snnounced in the Jan., 1937 issuc of Faa-
tasy Megazine, was a clasic of absurdity; nothing over camc of it.)
Tho Dusember, 1936 issuu of Novac Torroc printed “Whickor iol-ormonving,"

ir which JAckormer. Zurned on his opposition. In roply to D R, Smith. ymo hed b-

tackoo his Cistortfon ond c¢lipping of “he lanwyage, w1 andoarticlsonlitiod "Hinds



Comy | DU | =" ars ) - | paone

Off Tnglish” (which was late. »prirtea ‘n tho fmorican Scierse Factacn Cratic ),
ho offorod tho very vook defons that tho tremendsus amount of work <whaw he did
nocossitated his using cviry short cut availablo, and that ho felt Time wmarczine
for oxamplc, did morc coiuing and corrupting in a weck than he could hopc to
accomplish in o year. lic stated his intention, morcovor, of "filosafically”
earrying on, introducing inovitablc "futuristic forms”. To the accusation of
demnnding paymont for his articles in fon magazines, he made tho only defenso in
print that this historian has cvor secn:

"It secms unfertunate onc roceivos considorable orronoous information.
Tho person who told you I nover writec articles unloss paid wos an uninformed or
misinformod optimist. I only wish it wore truc ! Ficturo yourscif in my posit-
ion.: approx thirty amatour imaginative mags alrocady in oxistoncc; ncw pmfs pop-
ping up at froquent intervals. .nd publishers of about cveryone of thesc writing
mGeefriondly but fundlosse..roguosting articlos on Zsporanto or fantasxicnce
Pilms or allied subjccts,

What om I cxpceted to do, dear friend ? Ton yoors now, 1've been cff-
.crvescently cnthusiastic about stf and aftor collego, commonced putting into
practico the ideoa 1'd concoived a long timo bofore,...bricfly that of “hanging
cut my shingle’ as theo worlds first profossionsl scientifictionist ! koaning
to mako living as autherity as on sciontifiction f4eld. I've onlarged that
since to scicntifantasy ficld as outlined, But it's "floppo i" For this pioncer
in nowost and most honorable profession is oxpcetod to give awany gratis pro-
ducts of timc and 'training'."

The staff of Novae Terra callod n halt to the dabato, stating that
both sidcs of tho gucstion had beon represcntod. Put tho damage had beon dene,
and in “nglend as well as in tho U.S., «ckerman had become unpopnlar with the new
group of fans. In Lodds, meanwhilc, Douglas bayer was supporting the idea of
holding thc first scionee fiction cenforonce. it first, more centralizod sites
than Leeds woro considercd, but thosc wore finally abandoned sinco this chaptor
had the largest memborship of any in Zngland, and being composcd of the country
most prominent fans, could morc oasily make arrongements in it's own city, There
viag to bc no foc for entry to this convention. Fans wore roquired to writo in
advance for tickets, Publicily and spenkors wore arranged for, many of tho
nation's most prominent fontasy cuthors promising to attend. There were many
prossing probloms boforo Tritishk fondom, and thoro seomcd littlo doubt but that
this conforence would unify all it's uloments, leaving the group frec to work
cooporatively toward o common gocl.

On Sunday, January 3, 1957, tho first British Scionce Fiction Confor-
cnee wos holde Hopos for a banncr tutnout woro blastod, howover, by an opidemic
of influenza thon rrevolont. Fony prominont authors and fans docidod at the last
momont not to attond bocauso of this. Put to tho young growing British fandom,
an attondance of twenty wus wvirtually ooual to o thousand, At 10:%0 that morning
Horvert Warnes, tho choirman, callcd the procoedings to ordor and then asked
Douglas kayor to rond messarsces to tho delagatos which had beon recoived from A.li.
Low, O1f Staplodon, the Oklahomn Sciocntifiction iissociation, John Fearn, Festus
Fragnell, and H.G, Mells. Walter ll. Gillings gove tha first talk of the day ,
rocounting how weru closc ho had come to cornvineing Nownos, Ltd. of the foasi-
bility of issuing a profossional scionce fiction magazine, Plons had boon abande
onod &t tho cl:aventh hour bocausc of Wovmos fear of competition in tho form of
American “pulps” romaindered in Pritain. Lotor on, Gillings outlined his plans
for a printed fan magazino to ho titled Seiontifiction. This was to bho the most
claboratc fan cffort Britain had yot -~roduced, and it might be added, the mag
did oventually appoar. “deard J. Carncll spent most of his talk bolittling U.S.
fons and their activitiss, and warning Britons against ropooting thc blundirs’
of their overscas brethron, #auricc K, ‘lanson, cditor of Hovac Terra, briofly
ovtlined th: history of tho Funcaton SFI chaptur and of it's publication.
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Aftor v8cossing for dinre~ ¢ mein breiness of the Aoy was rouchod s
Moyor proposcd that “a Fritish non-comacraial osganization cheuld oe vo-=me - 19
furthor science~fiction’y this motion was promphiy sesonded by Gasmoli :nd nessci
unaninously., aftcr soms dismmssion it woas docided to nome the orgonizatioa 'Ihe

Scicnce Fiction fAssocintion.' and Hanson agreed thut Novae Torras shovrld booome

tho now club's official organ. The choice of prosident wos left open {oven 1.G.
Wells boing suggested for the post),tat Mayer was cppointod socrebary with Woriics
his assistant, Tho customary high~sounding idealism voiced with the launching of
such organizations wns forthcoming, and cverything procoeded with anpparcnt unari~
ty, cvon to thc passing of a rcsolution that fans dissolve all conncoetions with
smorican clubs and throw in their lot with the SFA.

Dospitec its meager attendance the confercnee was ominently sucsoscful
and tho plans it decidod upon worc within a short timo to mobturc. Fut in%s tho
sceno now sprang discord. At the January 2, 1937 mocting. of the Loeds sheonier
Moyor moved that tho club socode from tho Seicnec Fickion Loaguc and honseforbn
cell itself the Leeds ScioncoFiction Associabione He montioned that sutiirg oty
ties with .imoericon groups had been stipulatod in the SFA prospocitus. Thone sepiv-
haps for the first Time~wemany of the membors began te reollize tho significonen
of this resolution.issociation vwith Admerica in tho past had beon ploarsu’ wnd of=
fon to mitual adventage. Was it negessary to drop those tios in ordor to sncw
loyalty to the British clut? There was opposition, then, to Mayer's mobtion, Mt
it was passod nevortholcss. Opporonts prompely salliod undo» tho lopdorshin of J,
Michacl Rosonblum cnd Harold Gotteliffu, ond vheon the smoke had clearced thire we=o
two clubs in Loeds~-onoc under %tho SFA bhonnsr and the othor geill flying tho old
SFL cmblems But vhen GelZeliffe anrnounced that his proup was still boiind mest
of the principles of the SFA and was corntinmaing %o solisit momverships for it as
usual tho initial fives subsidod, Nevertholoss.mombors of the now Leeds SPL srre
in a fashion outecasts {from Britush fandem for a2 time,

Haycer, on his part, issusd 2 $3i:nco Pistior Biblicgrsphy, which list-
od o soloction of rantusy books. I% was “the Tirny of its oype %o bw issucd in
Britain and thc sccond in frndom as o vhole {the firs®s waa soriaolly in.the Amori-
can Science Ficktion Digesh), and though pitifelly iocmpiote compared to tlicse
which were to follow wms o sivong eifors fo ivs pericd., Mayer:s group also pald
& visiv %o the London bhranch of the STA fwhich hud hoan erganizod since “he enne
feronce uncor the leadership of Erice Willacms), one of its strongest chaptors,
which wes progrossing healthily with such names os Lothur C. Clarize, Williom %,
Temple end Komctu Chapman on ite roster. For a time, soveral of theose London
fans ronvsd on cposumant Sogother, the first instonco recorded of fans bonding
togethor in "Faw:=inn Honso" fashior.

The SF. convinuad Yo prosper. The Los ingcles SFL, which ontircly ig—
ncre: tho imoriean scoue during tho chaos of carly 19%7, sont onough momborships
to the SFA te aualify Los fngeles as the first oversoas chapter, Thus the orly
group in <hc Unived Shtases powerful onough to grasp leadership during troubled
timce tumed far-sightcd cyos away from the locnl acencs to form a link with “he
vivile now bleod of Englond,

imubiciie Seiorec Storics, a legalwsizod fan magnzine composcd of fen-
written fiction choscm by a board of reviow, wios onother projoct tho SFi corsum-
actod, ™reo ismics apooarcd and scveral storios it coarricd wore locter reprint.
od by protessional publications in Britain and dmorica. Tho club lihrary vay
growing stoadily ana a librarion vms Lusy shutsling books ovt to memhers ot orn
CeVeT-inGroasing roto, British fons had ne objoction Tteo ottaining their oading-
mther gratis aand the ~lub library was constantly being wtilizcde-=iii cunt st to
Inericon groups, wiore a club library is a formelity, fow imerican fors btourg
s»tisfied with less than complete ovmership of thoir boosks wnd rmagezires,

Tith its February, 1937 number Novaoe Terroc bogen comploto coverage cf
SF: cotlviviese Tlans for printing tho megazino profeossionally had to bo obia-
dcanl for lack of funds, but dospite this England did not lack a £in: prin*cd yom
Joumnal.
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Jahn Mussell Fonyn Yis 1& ba Yzt Lost w gruposod T-~itish scienss [y ﬁxéfﬁ
magezine To D& tigled LLeRd( Sojance Stnries sdibuforo wwivﬁm'i‘s‘l
finoncinl backor porishod = po who cccidont. OAFAT Gilidngs lotor brandod
this story as & completio fabhricotior from bug.inn'mg'to ond,. 30 .;‘mncuncomont

at tho bocds cont'orence of a ~pintod fon mogazino wWas not prof turc, for shori=
1y theroaftoer, nis Sciontifictioer, Tho Pritish Fantosy Bcviow_gpp_po.rod. This

yos & suport oftart, BUrptasing in olonmoss of improssion =ad abpinon of Typo-
graphical orrors =11 fan productions cove ameries's lmatcur Corrcspondant. The
motorial featurod wos mostly staff vritton. o the aveTagC ~morican

the information vms datad, tt for hie Triglich gousin it wos idocle Scionti
indulgod in no hazy roforéncgs or vaguo goncralitius, it procceded on the assump=~
fiom that tho roador wnow nothing. This wes donc in 187# pows columns, roviows
and othor featuros. Julius Schwarts, vhe held turncd doww offors of smoricorn fun
magazines ko carry on hig populey Vemtany Magaaine colum, thoe Scicned Fiobion.
Bye, virtually ffoyad if to Gillings, o corriod ib Az tho magngines il
igsucs. So again vwas manifosted the t-ndoney of for \osdaps in amorican fandom
to lot the homo bovs mddlo thrn as wost they could, while thoy Jjumpod ou tho
Rritish bandwagone eaientifiction also zainod distinction by publishing the only
hioprapky oud ohotegroph of O1af Stopledon, fomeus ~ithor of Firsh snd Last ion,
‘over Fo Sppecr Yo A frav eine until thnt tiwe, It 18 aritircly possible that
pillinzs, in ahliahsng salintittotilon, {ntondod to 1ndu (y i8 eppropabing e
1ishere me showing his Candlinrily with fantany plation ond tha puokzround, aid
roady contacts with §te nypthovs, ud hiz Maewlodgo af thy rotding mblio' 6 fagtse
Crodoncc is lent ©2 this vice by 5o ApmouneemEt * Sow montna lubor thet o
Gillings had contacted the Terl iV's Hary firm, wnlop wos to publish & cuartorly
scionce Tiction magaz ne to bo titled Tales of Wondor.

Ind so it wos that yritish fondom 3tsclf creabod it's ovm proi‘ossional
ctf magozinos This wos the clinching argamant that tho fons thoms.1lVCS, though
rogularly snocrod at by Eros =ntonsl oditors, WGrQ in no Wy dopundont oo oxiot=
ing pro poriodicals. Fow Andlyidule, in fandon or ovt, rEsorbod thin lasnen of
applicd onthusiasm. In Toles of Wonder, Gillings agoin advancod on the assamp=
tion that thec reoder imew nothing and that all clemontary scAortific faoks b
be included in tho stori 8. «dvoncad “thought yerisnts”' such n& cditor Tromuinn
50 succassfully uscd in -.stounding Storios in 19%-36, wero dofinitoly out. fat
Gillings was sympathctic to the offorts of the moro talontod members of British
fondom, giving wmany of thom ~ real btoost into profcssionulisz., )

In tho wpring of 19%7 thc organ of tho SFi intonded as §E's {root
apponrod. It was ontitlod "momorrov” ond had oA i%s fororunncr sovoral issuos of
THE SCTENCEH FICTION G..ZFTTE. Tomorrow boastod & arinted cover, ond was mimco'd
ox5womaly noably iu purplo ink. It carried articlos on scicneco, and scioneo-
ficcion ond dovotcd o 1ittle npaoo to rapiiur colurmse Yinyer wos oditor. The
momoazship of the SFL a0 to incroaso ond by tho und of ‘37 ovor 80. fon s
hed cnrollcd. . bout 200 copics of Wovao Torra wWGIro hodng mnilod ot Tho SF. is
beleivad to havo svontually poinod an jntornetionnl momborship of 120, ono of
the highoest ovar cisinod by o fra alitb. wa 19747 drow to o closo, British fondom
was loying plens for tholy sooond ponfgranes, o bo hold in London. Por it's
size snd late storts The Britizh ware for nhond of their -morican countorports,
¥ nndty, apslity, and genoral Pl v b 40
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In Americe, lithle rustlings bocasc apparant in tha dobris of the old
ordor; groon plants pognn Lo sprovt from the rot of dond wood. Thoso woro insig=
nificant at first, and 1ackod unity, but thoy wero to ho of sroab smportonss £2
ramdoms OF tho old groups, fow hod muryivod. Thoro wos Wollhoim, with his compar-
“4pively innctivo girelo of Adiaronites « JHsohul, Fonl, Noetarodlor, Xylo and othors
4o could be prickcd into 11fs long enough o holp Bim A0 Agma Loud, bat who wons
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of 1ittlo help vo fondom ot iarze. Ynorc wos aluc vho Thiladulphie Scion:o-i i 10
Socicty, fronted by Baltadonis and Fadle,who worc carrying on A vigoreus corris-
pondence with other fons scatterod throughout the country. Morris Uollons, aftur
n dolay of some months, begon roissuing The Scioncs Fiction Colloctor in sligauly
improvod form. Howover, it still scomecd to doal more with the fans thomsolves
thon with scionce-fiction.

In Lpril, 1937 Olon F, Wiggins, ombittored by provious failurcs, but
ocqually determinod to distributo his Scionce Fietion Fan, rovived tho mogazing -
in hektographed form~-~skimpy, uninspircd, its Dollons covors its main attractiom,
With thg Moy, 1937 numbor Wigpins mmmounced that no subseriptions smoller than
ong dollar would be accepted, Todoy, such o note would not soom so umisual.
but in thosc times, with the country scarcely milling out of o deprossion long
cnough to slump into a rcecession, when a fiftoon-dollars-o-woek job wns consild-
ored good pay, and with the ~vorage fan having very littlo sponding moncy=--=--
this wos an outragoous domand., it was the morce so becauso the fon of 1937 rolig-
cously collocted cvory fan jourmal issucd. Mothing was morce horrible in tho miid
of the fon of that day thon missing an issue. Nol even fouds renchod tho oxtreme
whore ono fon would canccl another:s subscription and rofund him his moncy, Wig-
gins, in caustically tuming ovay subseripiions of iess thon a dollar, made it
virtually impossible for many To subscribea Mony fons hotiod him bitterly on this
account, though it was not genorally ronlized that Wiggins sont free copios to
mony simply becausce ho bolioved they wore sinecroly intorosted in gotting tho mag-
azino, novor romitting a bill. Heovurtheloss during 1937 Wiggins was not highly
thought of, and though he menaged to got his Scicncc Fiction Fan out with monthe
1y rogularity only Wellheim cvor contributed any matorial to its pages; tho rost
was scraps culled from chanco sourcos,

Slowly now namcs bogan to mnke thomsclvos apparont---or as apparont as
enything could be amid the publishing dearth of the timo., The February 1, 1937
issuc of Tho Scionce Fiction Collector cnnocunced that Sam Moskowitz had contribe
utod 2 story ond throc articles, ond simltaneously Miller's Phantastique earri=-
od the notico that ..lox Oshorofi znd Sem Moskowitz, two Nownrk fans, wero to is-
seo a fan magazine ontitlod Holios. loskowitz hod helped orgonizo tho Nowmrk SFL
chaptaor in July, 1935, ond had ottomptod to got into tho activo strecam of fondom
in carly 193¢ without succoss. Tho fourth annivorsary issuc of Fantosy Hagazine
(vinich was sont to all SFL mombors gratis) proved to bo an opon sosame to the
ontiro fan ficld, ond ho prococded to subscribo to cvery fan journal montionod.
This led to acauaintanco with Killor and Blish, whe lived in ncighboring towns,
and with Oshoreff, who livod cround the cornor. Though but 16 yoars old, Sam
lloskowitz posscssod a broad background in scicnce fiction, having, like Nedlo,
coilucted mest of tho profession~lly publishod magazincs and road thom all. 5%
thu first convontion in Wew York, there had beon prosent a fan kmown as Richard
Wilson. ¥ilson was o tall, slim, teciturn individual, intelligont in appcarance,
whom 1o ong of note had scon or heard of hoforo, His oightocen yoars vms in con-
trast to tho loss moture fans of 15 or 16, ard ho was ono of no moan capabilitios.
Wilson holped to bring into fandom anothor stf roader whoso name ho had scon in
lottors colums, This was stocky, black hairod James V. Taurasi, whoso chicf
asscts seomod to bo vneorgy, ombition ond ideas, tho sadly unqualifiod for liter-
ary or arbisticipursuits. Taurasi holped ilson sot typo for tho latitors Abom,

a slim cnvolopo size megazine he was issuing. Friondship of onduring quality
botwocn the moticulously corrcet Wilson, and the often uncouth Taurasi scomod
out of tho quostior. It was not long beforc Wilson's acid commonts on Taurasi's
feilings sevorod their initial friondship. “4ke¢ mony othors aftor him, Wilson
foiled to discern that Taurasi, for all his crudities, wnos an oxtromoly copabla
wnd intelligent person, and possosscd liko himsclf, a good background of stf.
Those throe namos...Tourasi, Wilson and Moskowitz...wero to bo the most impor-
tant in the rcconstruction of fondom outside of tho Philadolphia group, which
worked with thom almost os o unit,



Fondom at first attempted to rovave tho nrinced journal, patv-criing i''s .
cfforts after Wollheim's midzot Fhantagraph. Wilson issvod The .vton on his
o pross, this being o good cffrrt for a first attompt. lkoskowitz and Oshor-
off paid Wilson thrce dollars to print their first 8 pp Holios, which boashod
a liroloum cut on the front cover. This cut was tho work of Dollons, with whom
Moskowitz hpd struek a strong friundship. I+, too, was roasonably good for o
first number, tho following o trond of the timos in boing morc of a magazino
about rfans than “bout scionce fiction. Kirby, who had failed so corelusivoly
to makc o sucecss of his Fantasy Fiction Leaguo, now nrosontod a onc pogo,
printed, morthly nowssheot titlod the Scionce Fiction World.; the socond issve
"‘ wos promptly roduccd to the - X £ inch sizc thon prevalent. 411 throo of thoso
Titles had one thing in common; they lastod Ior but two nmumbers in printod form.
Seionce Fiction Torld gave up tho ghost without bothering to rofund unroxpircd
subscriptions. Tho ..tom folded with a third numbor partly complotad. Hclios,
aftor a sceond issuc printed by Stickncy, onnounced that it would contimuio as
¢ hoktographod journal. It was obvious that printing was an impossible medium.
Thoro simply was not cnourh support to bo had to pay for printing oven tho
most modest fon nagezinc. Tho initicl cost of mimoogrephing aquipmont was also -
steep in those dnys. So, fons arrived o% tho conclusion that hektographing vas
tho only solution.
Forris Mollens thon boeame tho centor of attraction. For tho first
timo, ho roccived sizeablo litorary and artistic contributions from fans who .
hed fow othor outlots for their work. Focauso of this sudden prospority, he
incroased the size and numbor of pages of the meg~zine, producing a first anni-
versary issuc thet was such an improvument over past numbors as to cous. fons
To look up and toke notisc. Tho next, tho 13th, numbor saw tho Colloctor, as it
should have boon...o maturc, ontertaining, intelligont publication, morc than
holding i%s ovm with othurs in the fiold. ‘he contonts pago read liko a Pho's
%ho of fandom, with motorial by Stiles, Policns, Wollhcim, Kyle, Fock, Chopman,
Ealtadonis and lwoskowitz, tut, cooporation had come too late, for tho magazino
also contained an oditorial ~nnouncing tho magezines discontinmanco. Then did
tho ocnd of _morican fandom scom very noar indocd. Horc, and on all sidos, ovory
attempt endod in collaps . Put the darkest hour is just bofero the down.
' Dollens cnnouncod that ho had given fH11 rishts 4o tho title Scicnce
Fiction Collcctor to a promiront fon who wishod for a timo to keep his identity
. sccrot, Finally thc¢ facts lonked ovt. Baltadonis, former associcto oditor of tho
Fantasy Fiction Tologrom, wns tho on who hod reecived th rights. Scon afterward
thorc came word that tho first issuo undor tho new vditorship "would bo the best
hoktographed fan mopgazine cvor.' This bocst was mot with much cynicism, and 1937
driczed on, the slim hopy of fandom rosting on Falta‘onig onorgy, ambition and
&Cility, with no rullying poind appsaring clscewhoro,
ecomhilo, Yoskowitz had contactod Stickney, who livod about fivo milos
Irom 1le home. ioskowitz nim wns to win Stickmey back to Pandom's causo, and in
this ho was modoratcly succussful, becoming an unofficial oditor of tho Smotour
Ceorospondont in the sunso that ho hzd o good denl to say aboutbt -it's poliey.
Scicrec fiction articles and featuros begen to reapponr; a fan magazino roviow
§a 2 3roud back ing artwork by fans was accepted; and in tho Journals finol issuc,
"' who infimous "Hobbymna“ colurmm was ocustod. ]
' In corrospondunco Moskowitz carricd on o vigorous dofence of Stickacy's
ettitude teoward Conover, vohemont cxchangos boing made with Wollhcim, who was
2.ding “he Stickmoy attockors. In his atbitudo Moskowitz vas guided by the fact
Skt ogardless of past ovonts, shattored fandom could not afford to losa o
n2irg liko .matcur Corrospondent. In roply to Wollhoim's assortionr that whot
“tacknoy had dons was “snonly and contumptible” ho rovealod what ho had learncd
¢f tho briak with Conover. Tho deadline for roccipt of matorial for the third
mier ied beoon ronched, and passed, with nothing for it hoving boon rzcoivod
o, Conovor, who had ignorod ropoated ploas. Ordinarily, dondlinos for fan
jewranls arc oxtromely flexible (if not on oditorial affoctation) but the
“o-respondeat happonod to bo one of tha very fow financed by its ndvortising and
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hence, its publicotion could not L delayed. St_ckary, Licvrofirs, soripe
tozether what woteorinl h: conld, writing o storv hinsclf tnd:r “ho wornomc

of Fhilin “uttor, nnd prececdod to print the issuc. Thorn, o part ol tho prom-
iscd contents belntadly ~rrived from Conover. Focling hiim to be vnrolisble,
how:vor, Sticknoy sovored all tics with him, Tho cry thot aroso from Conovor
Tillecd the frn world with indignotion, and since Sticlmey had at no time nade
clear his side of the story, his silcnce was ccceptod as a confossion of guils.
Ty publicizing the truth of tho mabt r, Moskowitz succocdod in wrinning over svch
fons a8 idndle, Dollons, Baltadonis, Meir and Miller to his sidc. HMoskowitz wos
clso courting Clairce Peek in on attompt to induce him to let his Seicnee Fietion
Critic scrve as o rollying point for morican fandom, but Bocks opinion of fans -
of tho poriod wes still low and ho folt ho would bo stooping to thoir Juwvel
rogardless of the counso, Moskowitz did, howuvor, holp suoal a cooperation pact
botwoin Peek and Sticlmey, tho he failad in inducing thom te go any further. llo
menazed to place his artielos in both thoir mogazines, which, with appearances
in other journals, helped nild his ropubation ae o writor in tho {on world. The
article in the Critie, tit od "™ns Yeinboum Great?! (in which Moskowitz decided
in tho nsgntive) was repliod to by Robort ¥, Lowmdes with an ariiclo "Woinboum
Was Great”. :1tho Lovmdes roply wes politoly formel , tho incidont may havo
instilled in his mindé a subeconscious dislike for Moskowitz which was %o rosult
in an overt attack at a later date.

In “ugnst 1937, thoe first issuc of the now Colicctor coppoarced undor tho
oditorship of Brltadonis, sbaffod by Trzain, Madle and Hoskowitz. Tho rosult set
tho fon world agog, for Laltndonis had donc tho near impossiblo; not only was tho
Collector ahcad of the eld as far as motericl wns concornced, but Dollons hokto-
grophy hod cctually been surpasscd. Somo of the most importont namos of fondom
werc contributors, and in the sooce of onc issue, tho Scionco Fiction Colloctor
becamo the loading fan journnl,

--bout this tinc, the first issuo of Cosmic Tales fuartorly, cditod by
James Ve Taurosi made it's apponrance, Taurasi attomptod to produce Junior Scicnco
Fiction carlior in the wear ut had nover completed it; howevaor ho mailod out
fragments of this cbortive journal with Cosmic Talos. Tho lattor contained
fiction written by Tourssi, Yilson, Kylc, Edward B, Schmitt {actual namo of o
recl individeal), Wilson's offort showod narrative ability cnd tho morc thought
of the amount of work invelved in producing The number was onough to give the
mogazine & lending nosition cmong the scanty ranks of fon publications.

Baltadenis, in.an attempt to integrote the numerocus titlos praducod
by tho TSFS, announcod the Comct Publications bonner. In addition to the Colloct
or, this enbroced Imaginative Fictieon, originally corbon copicd, but now rooppe-
aring in smell heXbograph format, Scienco .dvonturc Storics, o brainchilgd of
Dollens which he nevor issued but ncw brought out by Boltadonis: ond tho Brain,

a pamphlot of throc stories by Train, coplously and colorfully illustratod mut,
typographically, all but unrcadable. Tauresi fcllowed Faltadonis load with tho
Cosmic Fublications b mner, whose longovity proved phonomencl. fo listed undor
this banner Cosmie Tales, Phantasy Yorld, Future Scicnco Storics, Solar, and
“iwpupossiblitios. siside from tho first titlo, tho only ono actuzlly to apponr
tas Solnr, which won an FiP. aword sometimo latore Taurasi also contomplatad
Mribor issucs of Lugion Forade, as ho had tnkon over tho Phantasy Legion from -
yi.s hewever ho soon lost intorost in this ond nothing over cnme of his plons.
toglowitz now chonged his printed Hejios to n hekbographed journal with
o proator aembor of pagess W5 had o dufinito litorary tone and featurod contrib-
n.iors from Dr. David M, Veller, John Russcll Foarn, Clark ..chton Smith, and
cenor notables. 4 colloctors eolum by Louis €, Smith wos bogun. The ncws scetion
Jigted over btwo dozon tnlos ~nd pocms of T.P.Lovoeraft's to bo printcd post-
inmovcly by Woird Tales, along with the 1ist of stories roturncd by Simazing
Sterics to roducn it's overstock. Thore were also critienl ~yticles ond literery
definitions of scicnee fiction, This issuc met with somo praisc, but lioskowitz
roalized bhot he was publishing matorial which could not hopo to rooch the ocud-
icnee profoerring it end with the noxt Holios, roturnod to his former policy of
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" Chapter Twenty-Orte
The New Order Progresses -. -

Dozens of new fan megazine titles were-being. announced everywhere. The
Scientdificiulonist, Luna, Fubure Science Stories; Fantasia, Tales of Time and OG-

5T Timencions, The Anci-Time Traveler, Cosmic Call aend Hackneyed Tales W e T
Among Lhese, Some titles Trus forecasted---l1.K8 Sonence Adventure Stories and
Fantascience Digest--=did not appear for a year or more; otners never appeared at
aile The general impression received from reading such advertisements was
that of a fan fisid weighed down by its own publiocations. In agtuality, however ,
far magazines were pitifuily few and far between, and most of those which did ap-
pear ceidom survived more than one or two issues. Everywhere the lament was <the
8amo: lack of material, Fans had the time and the energy (Lthough not always 2=
bility) to puonlish; but they had nothing to print. Mcst professional authors re-
fused to contribule to hektcgraphed or mimeoed pericdicais. The older f an s
contacted, probaoly urwilling to associate with a more juvenile element, evinced

no interest, Of the newcomers, and publishers themselves, very few had The abil=-
ity or backpround to helipe-wand somc who tried were roundly critisised for their
amateurishness, when lhey should heve been praided for their willingness to try
in the face of their acknowledged handiceps,

Of the cemparaiive newcomers, Moskowitz was one of the few to  produce
any number of articles and short stories for the fan press, and he tou possessed
noticable deficienclses in speliing end grammar--=-though still mameging to string
words together well enough to sound natural when read a2louda (42d it shoulid be
undsrstocd that most of the fan editors of thet time not only printed material
with all grammatlical errors intact; but were vncenscious of the fact that any of
thase were present, lcre, & large enough percentage of the readers were incape
able of recognizing them to meke a pencrally harmonious fan worlds)

in the Cetober 1007 is=2ue uof Hellos thers eppeared an announcement  of
an orgeniaaticn titled Unofficial Society for the Aid of Fan Magazines in Need of
Materialwe~iater known as ifoskowits's Menuscript Bureau, Mockowitz made a  plea
for all readers tev send him their artivles and stories; he would act as contral
dirztributer and guerantee that eil contributions would be placed with some  fan
aGitor, Those who needed maierial were invited to apply for help. In this way
he hoped that not only would existent writiags be placed for rapid publication ,
but that more material would be coaxed from Indivferent potentiel producers,

Editors need no sesond inwvitalion. WIth a swoop they descended upon
the iManuscript Bursau. Moskowitz's hopes for incoming material were not realized,
ncwvever, and situaticns of supply and demand frequently reached the point vhere
Moskowitz was forced to sit down and grind out literally dozens of articles, us=
ing mumerous pen namesp in order to kocp up with requestss As a result, h he was
jeored at by samé ar & "fan hack", but his efforts in behalf of others was gelfe:
ish encagh to gain for him from the fan editors, the keystones of the field, 8
ressvoiyr of good will that later was to serve him well, Moreover, he was begine
nirg Yo bulld for himzelf a following of readers that, partly or wholly, sew eye
to eye with the philosophy of fandom and science-fiection that his artioles oute
lined, [ F 3 : :

_ Olon F. Wiggins, meanwhile, had been plodding along methodiocally with
nis S@ience-Fiction ran, Though reoeiving scarasiy a word of encouragement end
the barest modiclrl of "contributions, he still adhered to & monthly schedule of
appearance with dete;mined ‘ctubborness, When lorris Dollens had to give wup il=
lustrating the megazine Wiggins was in sore strajts indeed. James Taurasi, who




had been contributing erude backeocover illustrations was rushed in to fill +the
gCPa Teurasi's art work was atrocious. The only saving graces it possessed were
good underlying ideas and e superior layoute--=~the latter quality tracsable to
ebility ecquired through his position as an architectural draftsman. Tauraesi al~
50 was responsible for some science~=fiction scarcely superior to his art,

The manuscript bureau beckoned ‘enticingly to Wiggins., There was only
one hitechs Wiggine had refused¢ to oarry Moskowitz as a Science-Fiction Fan  sub=
seriber beccuse of the latter's inability to contribute the one dollar ante re-
auired at that time. What is more, he had written Moskowitz his suceinct opinion
of fans "too cheap" to send in dollar subscriptions. But now he swallewed his
pride and virtually beggped for material, either from the bureau or from iMoskovitz
himself, To Moskowitz it would have boen inexcusable to supply materiacl to a fan
magazine as yet unborn and at the same time refuse it to The Scienze Fiction Fan,
whish had proved its sincere desire to continue publication and had mainvained a
régular schedule despite almost insurmountable difficulties, And so, personali=-
tiez having been put aside, Moskowitz sent Wiggins a contribution from the manuw
script bureau,

This action amounted to a mutual reapproachment, To Wiggins it meant
more than a repular supply of materials for other fans who had been antagonized
by the dollar-or-nothing subscription policy he had instituted likewise began to
forget their enmity and lend their aid. And finally Wiggins announced that he
would issue his magazine weekly for a month in order to close the four-month gep
between printed and hecktographed issues that had occured some time back, James
and Mary Rogers were enpaged as illustretors for the Fan, and all this improve~
ment presaged the leading role that the magazine was To play in early 1938.

It should not be though, that all fendom was in the throes of turbulent
mutation, The editors of the two leading printad pericdicals in the fieldw-« The
Amateur Correspondent and The Science Fiction Critice=-were leunching worthwhile
publishing projects,

Corwin Stickney decided upon receipt of the news of Lovecraft's  death
in 1937 that he would like to publish p lasting memorial to the man's greatness,
This was 2 not unexpected geslbure, for he was & preest admirer of Lovecraft; and

> had dedicated an issue of his Ccrrespondent to the man, including his portrait
wy Finlay {a remarkno;e 7lheness denJL,é“Lbe fact thet Finiay had never seen his
SAD SCA: )9 Lovecraft's owm "Notes on the Writing of Weird Fiction", and "The Sage
T “eilege Street-" a personal appra’sal by E. Hoffman Price, Now he decided to

‘¢ a small brochure of Lovecraft's selact poctry inm & rimited edition, d i s -

~buting it frec to noew subscribers of the Anateur Correspondent end to regular
awes sending in ronewals. This brochure, printed on nigrn quaissy poper and  en=
“nsed in a- leatherette covery was titled simply Hs Po Le The Finlay portrait
p-'v¢ou°11 mentioned was used &s a ftcﬂ*lspleoe. TheTe Was an introduction by

okney himself and eight of Lovecraft's poems were included: "In a SeQuestered
Gruveyard Where Once Poe Wnlked,"” "Tho Vood," "Homecoming," "Nostalgla » 'Night
Gaunts,” YThe Dweliler,” "Harbour Whistles’ and YAstrophobos,"

But there was & totally unexpected aftermath to this brochure. August
W. Derleth had, shortly aofter Lovecraft's decth, ncquired rights to most of the
latter's works. Stickney had no knowledge of this; and, since Lovecraft's  kind-
ness to fan editors had been strikingly evident by his numerous contributions to
fon magazines, and since all of the above poems had been reprinted from these
sources, Stickney had felt that he needed no more than the fan editor's pemission
to reprint them, (In point of fact he did not require even that; most fan maga=
zines oppearing in those days were not copyrighted, and consequently anything ape
pearing in them automatically reverted to the domain of the free press. Since
all of Lovecraft's poems in fan journals were printed with his permission, they
teoo were in this categorye-~as, indeed, they ere today.) Derleth, in all  prob-
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ability, was not oware of these poems’ prior publication. In any cven®, Lt
promptly threatened to sue Stickney for publishing Lovecraft's material withzuc
his permission, Nonplussed, Stickney explained that he gould scarcely have had
any ulterior motivgs for producing the brochure: only twenty=five copies had
been prepnred, and thess had bean distributed gratis; the whole aetion had besn
werely out of respect to a great author's memorye.Derleth tock no further action,
but this incident left many fens who possessed material of Lovecraft,along with
permission from him to publish it, wondering whet their position wase
) Such a ong was John J, Weird, editor of Fantasmagoria, 2 little mago-
zine emanting from Perth Amboy, New Jersey. Weird had given Stickpey permission
~ to reprint "Astrophobos” from his megazine, and had on hand for future appoarance
Lovecraft's poem, "The Tree.” So infreguent was Fantosmagorials schedule of
oublication, however, that Weird Tales beat him to printing of the work, (This
weiver will quietly sidestep the question of whoww=if anybody--~is the legal owne
cx of the copyright of this poem; leaving it for someone more versed in law +than
he Yo decide,) Fantasmagoria, it might be remarked, though at times poorly heke
tographed, contained in the space of its five issues much excellent material by
i, Pu Lovecraft, Robert Bloeh, Henry Kuttner, Hazel Heald, William Lumley, lanly
Wade Wellman, Emil Peteja, Rcbert W, Lowndes, Duane W, Rimel, Clark Ashton Smith,
Bernard A, Dwyer, J« Harvey Haggerd and others. Its illusirations by Baltadonis
were exceptionally fine. But, like other literary publiocations in the field et
this time, it enjoyed small success.

In addition to producing his Science Fiction Critic, Claire P. Beck had
founded the "The Futile Press” for publishing small books and pamphlets., The first
of these was Hammer and Tongs, which reprinted a series of articles of the same
title from the pages of suriior Crities, It was neatly printed, bound in boards
and sold for twentyefive cents. Though very few copies were sold, its distribue
tion, considering the emaciated aspect of the field, was fairly good. Beck fol=-
lowed this effort with liero and cther Poems by Clark dshton Smith; this wgs idenw
tical in typography, binding and price with fthe first volume. In addition to ttn
poams it contained a long appreciation of Smith and on separsite sheets "The Oute
lancers," which Smith later sold to Weird Tales. The volume was, moreover, autce
graphed by Smith. Later in 1938 the Futile pPress issued Lovecroft's Common Place

orz, which later appeared in the Arkham House volume Beyond the Wall of Sleep,
IU was a neat little volume produced in an edition limited o seventy~-five copies:
it sold for e dollar. Like Beck's other productions, it sold poorly.

Another high quality periodical of the time wes Supramundane Stories
published by the Canadian fan Nils H, Frome. Frome illustrated 3 by hend, and
although he possessed no little artistic ability he showed a disquieting dislike
for uniformity by illustrating every copy of She magazine differentlys. For the
particular fan collector it would have been necessary to obtain evry copy of the
periodioal in existeuce iIn order to own all variations, In hic second number,
however, Frome hecktographed the illustrations, He also presented a selection of
superior material including Lovecraft's "Notes on the Viriting of Weird Fiction,"
poems.by Clark ashton Smith, and other prose by Je Harvey Haggard, Duane W, Rime
el, Lionel Dilbeck and others. The Lovecraft contribution was not challenged by

g~ Derleth; apparently, then, he had no intention of questioning prior permission of
Lovecraft himselfs (That he saw this particular number is probeble, as it cone
tained a news item he had submitted.) When Supremundane Stories colleapsed "When
the Meon Brings" by Lovecraft was sent by Frome to Taurasi, who published it in
the widely-advertised third anniversary.issue of his Cosmic Tales, again without
provoking challenge fram Derleth,

Thus we see that while fandom in late 1937 possessed little interest in

the more literary amateur publications, & sufficient number of tough=minded edi=
tors were attemptinge--not with marked success--«to buck the trend. Such titles




85 the Scisnze~Fiction Critic, The Amateur Correspondent, Fantesmagoria, ami £ipra-
mundane SLories showed this tendancy, &s did occasional experxmental issues. or
others, such as Helios. !

We have seen that both the Los Angeles SFL chapter and tha Philadelphia
Seience~Fiction Society had survived the changes undergone by Wonder Stories, It
has also been showry that in England this change 2otually resulted at first .in
additional SFL chepters. How had the fans of New York fared during this reorganie-
zation? The first attempt to produce & new gropu there was made by Frederick Pohl,
who announced the new Brooklyn chaptere The doings of this group ( composed of
Pohl, Kubilus, Dockweiler and a host of Pohl's pen names) was erronecusly reported
et length in the SFL ¢dlumn of Wonder Stpries ( October 1937 }; ell these active
ities were figments of Pohl's imagination, as wes The Cosmio Call, announced es a
fertheoming publication, dpparently Pohl derived much amussment frem this hoex,
it was left up to Taurasi to form the first serious SFL chapter. Praminent also
in building up the group was Richard Wilson, who later succeeded in drawing new
fan Jack Gillespie into the circle. Robert G, Thompson and Abraham Oshinsky.were
among those present at the first mesting in July, 1937, Though smell in numbers,
the Flushing SFL made up in enthusiasm whet it lacked in experience. Older fans
in the New York area, however, paid little attention to its meetings. A short
time later the Washington Heights SFL was formed. This group is of interest only
in that in contributed to active fandom two.members: Chester Fein and Cyril Korne
bluth,.

" Forming itself slightly previcus to these lest two groups was a Minne~
apolis SFL chepter under the leadership of Oliver E. Szari and Douglas Blakely.
Proninent authors such es Donald Wandrei and Carl Jacobi attended meetings. but
the peographical isoiation of the group from other fans conspired to keep it from
forming any strong link with others,

Chapter Twenty~two
The Fantasy Amateur Fress Associetion

As has been noted, Donald A Wollheim was the leading fan during the
first six months of 1937. And when fandom felt its foundations swept away, nate
urally ell looked to Wollheim for leadership. His first answer was that Ameri-
can fendom had failed, and that all should look te Britaine. To those who still
wished to publish Wollheim set the example by issuing a series of envelopewsized
nimeographed leaflets which he nicknamed "mijimags." These carried such titles
The Science Fiction Bard, The Mentator, Voice of the Gostak and others, Some of
‘these wers the works of Pohla. Here, siad Wol heim, was a cheap form of publishe
ind~-="magazines” which could be contributed free to correspondents,

But fans did not teke to this idea, Some of them, viewing the large
numbers of titles, imagined the field to be as flourishing as ever; they recog=
nized no general collapse, but nevertheless could not help fecling the leck of
integration in the field. Wishing to do someting about it, they attempted to' " ,
publish as before, but were met by the obstacles we have already noted and could
not undergtand why conditions were not alleviated.

Then Wollheim, bowing to the desire of fandom to contiﬁue on its own,
came foreard with a second idee, not only much better than his first but of such
surprising foresight as alomost to fail becmuse the youthful fans were not ready
for it. For some time such fans as Wollheim, Shepard and Bloomer had been active
in amateur press associotions. Indeed, in the fell of 1936 Wollheim hed actually
discusscd with Miller and Blish the possibilities of organizing such a group in
the ica field; nothing came of it at the time, however. In mid~1937 he not caly
proposed tlg idea as & solution to fandom's problems, but began irmediately to
work on the material factors needed for its succass. Through corrsnporndsnce and

i



personal contact he convinced such rising leaders of fandom as Baltaconis  aid
Taurai of the efficacy of his new ides, Then the leading fans of the Time re-
ceived a semple mailing from "The Fantasy Ameteur Prese Association,” This mail-

ing oonsistiéd of & number of megezines; outside of Solar, the work of Ta ur a 28 i,

211 of them had been published by Wollheim and his Triends.

Wollheim's article "Why the Fantasy Amateur Press Association? ? in the
first issue of The FAPA Fan was e masterpiece of simple, oonocise, patient explana
ations He explained That There wera about two dozen titles in the field at the
time, appearing with great irregularity, The average circulation of e fan maga=
zine wes between twonty and thirty-five. Those surpassing thot range were rare
exceptions, Was & cirealation this low worth the effort expended? The answer,
contended Wollheim, was No. Obviously, then, the only gain was the publisher's

- personal satisfaction,

Ho told of the amateur press groups, whose members could publish et any
intervals they wished magazines of eny shape, size, form or dosoriptions The dis-
tribution of these publications was emphasizedr all members produced enough oop=
jes of their magozine to cover the entire membership, These were sont to A mail=
ing monager, who mailed to members at stated intervals o copy of each magazine
so contributed. In this way every editor and outhor could be cartain that h 1 6
work recioved the widest possible distribution, Wollheim emphasized the mpney,
time and energy saved by eliminating separete postings of magazines by individu-
al editors to subscribers, Thers were no deadlines to meet, no subsoription lists
to koop up by advertising, and so onj no fan need be obliged to continue print=
ing & mogezine he wes no longer interested in because of outstanding subscriptions
or any other reason, Concluded Wollheimi

We limited F4PA to fifty members beonuse hekto mage
azines ocannot exceed thote We limit officers to one term  bew
cause we do any single person or groups Wo limit membership to
active fans beoause we do not want any dead woods 4ll members
must be willing and able to do their share to hold up the fan
magezine standard. The wumber of eligibles exceeds fifty. Wo
belisve thet we will reach our limit in short order,

Hed the fans boen a bit older, a bit more mature, thoy might hove ree
nlized that here was ot least a temporery salvation for thom. Aotive fans then
numbered leds thin fiftye--The Fantesy dmateur Press Association could have in=
sluded every fan of importance. Wollheim's stotements cment the cirouletions of
fan mogozines were unquostionably true. Thus it might have boen expected that
fans would floeck to the organization immediately, and enter into its aoctivities
with enthusiasm, But they did not.

Despite Wollheim's erystolwclear explanation the fans did not under=
stand the FAPA, They did not understond it because nothing of comparaoble nature
nad ever ontersd the sphere of their interest beforoe The idea of giving any
magazines oway wes rcgarded as almost fantastic; *We lose monoy o8 it isi™ they
protcsted, Some, because of past fraceses, distrusted Wollheim himgelf, mistake
enly feeling that the oganizetion belonged to him alone just as e fan magazine
belonged to its publisher, In vain Wollheim pointed to the democratic constitue
tion, providing for annuel elections, which had been sent out with the mailinga.
Fans didn't understand that either, There had been plenty of fraternity but lite
tle democracy in previous organizotions. They remembered the ISA where one group
was alwoys shead of ancther in its interpretations of the constitution.

Then why didn't the association fail? The answer tp that is twofoldy
Firstly, os we hove previocusly noted, fans of that day were fanatic collectors of
their own publiocctions; FAPa magazines could bc obtained in only one woy==-by
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joining FiPA, and so many joined, probably feslinpg that for fifty cents they wero
probably sbriking o bargain. Secondly, Wollheim virtually begged fens to join.
He oampnigned continually with all of his plentiful -energye. As a result, meny
fens "did him o favor® and joined. But most:.of the joinors sdon beceme intrigued
after o whilo, and wondored hew they ever oould have considersd steying out. And
still lator meny fens confimed most or oll of their activity to FAPA, thus oon-
tributing much to the' progress:and-welfare of the group. But that is onother
storys” et s :

By Dacember 1937 the rostor of tho associntion inocluded’ Roscnblum,
Wollheim, Michel, Carmell, Pohl, Kyle, Schwartz, Towndes, McPheil, Speer, Oshor=
off, Thampson, Taurnsi, Wilson, Wiggins, -Boltadonis, Madle, Moskowitz, "Vodoso"
(the neme under which o Los'dngcles group received mailings), Thomas Whitesido
and H, C., Koenig. As yet probably no one dreamed .that FaPA would amount to much
more than e passing fad. For FiPi did not become science-fiotion:fandom; it sime
ply beceme another facet of the whole fisld. Fans gontinued to publish their own
subseription magazines, and contributed worthless little sheets to FAPA. Fandom
did not reoognize a solution to its problems whon it was offered; 1t continued
to work out & slavation in the traditiocnal, if .fumbling, fashion.

" perheps it is fortunate, in the.long run, that the Fantasy Amateur
Pross Association did not achiove its aim of bocaning fandom itself. For this
would have doomed fans to o cremped end.isolated sphere, and obscure unit which
might well have stagnated ond died for leck of now blood. as an integral port
of fandom, however,-it continuod to remein virile throughout its life.

Chapter Twenty~Three
The Third Convention and Micholism

The modium offest nows dispensation in 1937 wons first class mail. and
sane of tho most oxeiting ncws carried thot year cmanted from Philadolphie when
with thrilling suddenncss PSFS members bogrn to tell thoir correspondonts of the
convention thot the society was planning for thet Ootober. Rumors of possible
canceilintions ran rife, cnd it was not until 2 few days before the scheduled date
that circulars cnnouncing that it wns to take place on Qetober 315t were mailed
out. These told intcrestcd fens to write to Baltadonis for information (which thers
wag simply insufficiont time to do) nnd noglocped even to namo tho mcetingehall,
Optimistic out=of=-townors simply hcaded Pennsylveniaword, trusting to luck. Un=
gquestionnbly poor handlipg such as this cut down attondance.

In the background, mecanwhile, an event of grent future signifionnce had
taken place. ¥Willinm Sykora, thought nut of fandom forever, the man who hnd de-
cried the science=fiction fon as hopeless, had uncxpectodly attionded o meeting
of Tournsi's Flushing SPL chopter and been voted into momborship, at this bame
meoting it hod beon deeided to chango tho nome of the group to the Queens Sci-
onco Piction League.

Sykora left for Philodelphiea nn the cvening of Octnber 28th. There wae
mush speculation in the Wollhoim samp when this, as well as Sykora's roturn to -
fand-m, was learnod. Whot were the significances of these moves? Did the mon
hopc to.swing the Philadelphia group into linc with some schemc he had by atile
izing his day's ndvantage in speaking to them? It was quite mysterious.

A1l other fons in the Now York arec (save Mario Recie, Jr.,' who had
takon rn carlier train) departed fer the convention cn the morning of the 3lst.
Thoy comprised Schwartz, Wollheim, Burg, Burford, Taurasi, Wilson, Pohl, Michel,
Gillepsie, Thompson, Dnckweiler, Lendberg, Kyle, Van Houten, Duncan and Moskow
witz. On the trdin Moskowitz and Tourasi met for the first time, and a strong
friocndship doveloped botween the two immediately, for both saw eye tn eye on many
prints of fen interest. 4t Philadolphia the group was mot by Sykora, Madle and



i‘rain, who mere to act as their puidcs, '

-To add to the conventionecrs' troubles, it became necessary at the lost
moment to find a suitsble mocting plece, (It hed orizinally heen planned to hold
the meetine in o snecious roam in the rear of Baltadonis' father's tavernw—-but
suddenly~remembered city ordinance forbidding this, new quarters had to be lo=
cated,) While frantic efforts in this direction were under way, fans congregzat-
ed at Baltadonis' hame and began to fraternize with earlier errivels. It should
perhaps be emphasized at this point that fens in 1937 were not meeting in order
to solve any problems that might be véxing the fleld. If these happenaed to bs
cleared up, well and good; but the prime reason for attending & convention was
to meet end talk with other kindred personalities., Indeed, the very concept of
a convention was at that {ime so unusual as to make the gathering together of any
group for the purpose of talking about science-fiction as eminently satisfactory
end in itself.

Baltadonis had hektographed a special convention booklet for the oce
casion, and the.fashion in which fans begen to solicit one another's autographs
like high school seniors was incredible. liadle had managed to complebe the first
issue of the longw-awaited Fentascience Digest for the occasion. His grandiose.
plans for having the magezine professionally printed had et the last minute been
dropped, but the resulting hektographed publication that resulted was definitely
ebove average., Almost every fan had brought aelong some fan magazines of his own
to sell, and the baergainers were setting up shop everywhere.

But amid all the hilerity of telking, shouting, buying and selling one
sombre face persisted. One fan drifted aimlessly through the gathered groups,
finding common ground nowhere. That fan was VWilliem Sykora. If he had hoped to
win the Philadelphia group over to some plan of action (possibly the resurrection
of the ISA) it was obvious that he had failed. He searched the faces of those
present penetratingly, as if seeking allies, and seemed to find little solace in
what he read in them.

In one corner of the rocwm Sam lioskowitz had set up business with en ene
tire shoe~box full of fan magazines. Sykore edged forward, exemined & few, and
proceeded to Question the big, seventeen~year-old Newark fan. In Hoskowitz' re=
plies there was none of the ecoldness he had found elsewhers. DBetween sales Sy=-
kze engrossed Moskowitz deeper and deeper into conversation. When the selling
wras oger, the conversetion still continued. Moskowitz suggested that Newark

+ .d be a better site for a convention than Philadelphia, and Sykora wes urging
nim tc sponsor one, even aoffering to back the event finencially. By the time the
conversations had been concluded lioskowitz was considering this proposal half-
geriously, and the first link had been forged in a friendship that was to be of
paremount intersst to fandem,

Milton A. Rothman, the chairman, finally opened the econvention at 2:;37
P, with 2 welcome to the attendees and the introduction of secretary Bealtadom
nis. (Conover, who was to have held this post, was not present,) The minutes of
the preceeding convention were read, and then Rothman plunged into his talk "Lite
erature in Science-Fiction.” He held that the future of science-fiction rested
upon fans' recognizing that certain stories-~-such es lMoClary's Rebirthw-econe
tained all the essentials of good literature. He concluded with an invitation to
others to air their views on ths subject,

The guest of honor was R. V. Happel, associate editor ef Astounding
Stories magazine; he was the most important professional present, snd most fans
¥are doing their utmost to give as good impression of themsslves ( and theree
fore of fandom as a whole) as possible. Happel spiked rumors to the effedt that
Astounding was losing circulation. Indeed, he revealed that it had been the only
“ae 1n the Street and Smith chain to show a gain in 1937. He spoke of the new
editor John W, Campbell, Jr., and of his intention to maintain and better stande
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ards set by the previous editor, F, Orlin Tremaine..Campbell had written e talk
for the occesion, and this wes read by proxyn .t

Julius Bchwartz of ‘Fantssx Maceiila fame was next introduced, He elece
trified the gathering by ansoacing ehet 1ot ing Wender Stories would soon be
joined by a companion scien e« iolifdn MUEAILLS:; POSSLely & G4l Serlys

. Then drame was enachod. IHy next schedaleld speeker was Jonn Be Michel,

Yhen called upon, Wcllheim arose in nis:place and asked that he he allowel to pree
sent the speech, since Michel suffered frim an impediment of speoch which made
public speaking difficuit. Ko objecticn wae raised, It was obvious from Woll-
heim's manner thet something unusual was'afoot, There was an almost dsf iant tone
to his voice as he began to read, Before he had gone very far fans were startled
to heary . A

The Science-Fiction Age, as we have-known it during the past

few years is over, Definitely over and done with., Dead, gene

tlemen, of intellectual bankruptcye.

How often was that phrase to ring out, again end again!

In a few words let me put forth my opinion on what we are do=

ing. My opinion is that we are baloney bending, throwing the

bull, indulging in dull flights of faney, tossing barrels of

rhodomontade &ll over the plaoce.

That too, was to be heard many times more, How is your rhodomontade today?

The older opinion of Wollheim that science-fiction had got nowhere, that it was
in e hopeless rut, that it had neither aim nor purpose was repeated. Those pro=
sent were told that although they posseused imegination and ability supericr to
that of the average man they were sa%isfied to do little with it, Simply dise
cussing science~fiction wes a senseless roubine, Science~fiction must have &
purpose, Sciensce~fiction must help lift humanity from the moress of stupidity in
which it had become imbedded.

As the speech progressed many of the younger fans lapsed into a mental
coma because of. their inabiilty to make head or %ail out of it. To scme it seeme
ed ‘that an unwarranted amcupt of abuise wat being fiung at their hobby and indirecte
iy et Lnemselves~-—=bDut this they feld must be endured ovcavse Wollheim was an ime
porcant fan and crossing him might mean personal exhinction as fer as soiencs=fice
tich Yandom was concerneds Bup the olderffans present strained for the meaning and
implication of every words They knew the talk was leading up to samething, But
what? Finally the revelation come=w~=

And how sick we are at the base of this dull, unsatisfying
world, this stupid, asininely organized system of ours which,
demands that a man brutalize and cynacize himself for the
possesaion of a few dollars in & savage, barbarous, and ute
terly boring struggle to exist, ¢

Cammunismd 0

Tn 1937 the press of America hed mnde "Communist® and "Red* things te
be feared even above Fascism, These were the labels all too frequently applied
o liberals who wished to better their status, who asked for the right to live
iike respecteble human beings without having their spirits broken on the yoke of
PR, CCC and "relief," Despite this, there were those presant itelligent enough
to roalize that because .a man hed ideas of a leftist nature he was not automotie=
cally a fiend, But that was not the issue. To most attendees reading and dis=
cussing science=fiction was merely & hobby, e diversion. They felt that if or-
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genizations for world betterment were to bs formed, they should te formed ca .er:

ately, outside of solenceefiotion, And they probably had less respect for Vi.hei

and Wollheim for attempting to disguise cleverly their injection of cammunisiic

ideas into fandom than would they have had for open admission, advocation and re=-

cruiting for the party. And thus the true issue was nct what ideology the major=

ity favored, but rather simply "should there be politics in scienceefiction?”.
Michel's speech ended in this fashion:

Therefore: Be it moved that this, the Third Eastern Sciencee
Fioction Convention, shall place itself on record es opposing
all forces leading to barbarism, the advencement of pseudo =
soiences and militaristioc ideologies, and shall further re-
solve that science~fiction should by nature stand for all
forces working for a more unified world, a more Utopian ex=-
istence, the applicotion of scienoe to human happiness, and
a saner outlook on life.

Such a Utoplan resolution seemed hurmless enough, being worded in such o way as

to make it diffieult to reject, But when discussion was called for plenty of it

was to be hads The author Lloyd A. Eshbach was vehemently ageinst what he plaine

1y called "the introduction of politics into soience-fiction,” William Perlman,

a Baltimore fan considerably older than most of those present, atieppted to mod-
erate extreme views by saying that although the ideas expressed in the telk (which
was later printed under the title Mutation or Death) were "wonderfully and ideale
istically expressed, the world was not’ yet Teody for such actions” And there it re=
meined permanently mired,

It has been stated by other writers that elaborate plens had been 1laid
by Wollheimand Michel to insurs acceptanoce of this resolution. This has  been.
stated because Wollheim's inner cirele of friendsw--whish ineluded Pohl, Kyle,
Dockweiler and otherseeewas supposed to have voted en masse for the resolution on
previous instruction, Opinion has also been expressed that the speech actually
was written by Wollheim and aeccredited to Michel as a matter of strategy. Your
historian does not agree with eithsr of these viewse The style of Mutetion or
Death is definitely Michel's, It is the fiery, ewake=the=future-is-upon=us type
of style that he has utilizod on so0 many other ocoasions, The idea of "iiohelism"
(as the movement embodying these ideas later ceme to be known) is also ifichel's
for he was the Tirast to express suoh idezs (cf. his article "Look To The Storsi”
in a lete 1938 International Observer), Wollheim has admitted being indoctrinate
ed by Michel's Ideas, besldes. and Michel is known to have been the firat of the
cligue to jein the Young Communist Lesgue. Generally liichel's influence has been
sadly underrated, meinly because he let his friends do the bulk of the talking
and the' writing, i

Soarcely noted was the fact that Kyle, one of the Wellheim inner cirele,
harangued at great length against the Michel speech, Dockweiler and Pohl may,
perculierly enough, never have voted on the resolution at all, since both were ine
ebriated during the preceedings,’ and out of the room much of the time. Ignored
by fan writers also was the fact that although the Michelistic resolution was de~
feated by e vota of twelve to eight ( with many taking neither side), both Mosko=
witz and Taurasi voted for it! This was not an acceptance or an understending of
its ideas on their part, They were smong the younger fans bored by the talk and
scarcely understanding or caring what motion wes on the floor. Probably others
present voted with a similiar lack of knowledgse

In later written views of the convention Wollheim esserted that for the
only concrete proposal for the betterment of scienceefiction advanved there to
be voted down 5o thoughtlessly wos & stinging slap in the face for oll fans, But




if it was thought that this defeat disposed of lichelism, this belief was wrons
indeecd, -
Chapter Twenty-Four
" The Aftermath

r

Tt was e strange paradox that a convention that took plaoce for sheer
exhiliration should have béen followed By,a singular resurgence of life in the
turgid mass of the field. It was all the more umusual when one recalls that all
conferences and conventions -have been notorioua for the sorry slump in activity
that followed in their wake, Perhaps all that fandom needed in late 1937 was an
assurance that genuine interest still endured, that all had not been swept away
with the old ordor. . , W

Cosmic Tales, The Science~-Fiction Collector, Fantasmagoria, The Scienoce
Fietion Fan, Helios, The Sclence Fiction Critic, The Amateur Correspondent=-=all
of these continued to appear, consistently enlarging, consistently Improving in
content and interest. These publieations comprised the very backbone of the
fields If they were not printed they were heltographed===for the heltogrephing
era was now in full flower. The conseguent flavor and atmosphere of the field
was Intriguings The personality of this new fandom was well defined,

Fantascience Digest and the PSFS Newe continued to appear from Phile-
delphia,’ The Faentasy Ameteur Press Association was growing steadily to a point
where president Wollheim asked for o discontinuance of sample mailings. From the
Queens SFL chapter now came its official organ, Jeddara,

To the latter club Moskpwitz paid a visit when such intercity travele
ing was still infrequent., A%t this meeting he renewed acquaintanceship with Sye
kora, who again broached the matter of a Newnrk convention, Moskowitz asked him
pointkblank precisely how much capital he was willing to. risk on such an affair,
"one hundred dollars," replied Sykora, and offered to put the pledge in writing.
"tt's a deal," soid Moskowitzy and there remeined little question now that a ma=
jor science=fiction event was now in the offing for 1938, That the convention,
when finally held, never cost anything near that figure is #frrelevant, If Sykora
had not agreed to advance a sizeable sum for its presentation, if he had not vire
tually cclled Moskowitz' bluff and pushed him to the brink, the convention might
never have materiaslized., For it vwas en undeninble fact that -Moskowitz was endows
ec with a degres of conservatism all out of proportion with his youthe, In order
to move him to long=term actipn it was necegsary to convince him of the soundness
of every part of the proposed plan, Onee convinced thot he was setting out on
the right road, the zeal with which he persued his object gave the erroneous ime
pression of imp@ilsive, inspired action, Actually the stubborness with whioh he
sometimes resisted progressive plans was enough to drive his friends to tears.

At this time two events of great importance occurred, The first of
these vms the apperance of what this writer recognizes as the first true weekly
fan journnl devoted to the dissemination of news, It was titled the Science Fiec=
tion News-Ietter, and was the work of Richard Wilson, former editor of The AFom
and Jeddara, and one of the brighter lights among the younger fens. This publi=
cation proved %o be 2 banner achievement in his career, Its first issue was dete
ed December 4, 1937, and though fans at first grumbled over paying five cents a
copy for a single-sheeted journal, the value of a regularly-appearing weekly de=
voted exclusively to news soon became self-apparent, No one realized it then,
but this news weekly began a slow but sure reduction in the volume of correspon=
dence among fons, Of what use was it to write voluminous letters to a dozen fan-
<ditors when the News=Letter provided all the up=to-theeminute information about
these notables in oheéper, 1ess time-oonsuming and better integrated from? The
day of bregging about one's two dozen corrcspondents was gone forever,
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The second important event was the distribution of Imaginatioul, which
was a poorly hektographed, twenty-paped journal replete with "streamlined” Eng=-
lish, Esperanto, atrocious puns and no end of énthusiesm, This magazine 4is mot. ime
portant beczuse it was the forerunner of the long=lived Voice of the Imegi-Nation,
The true significance of Imagination! lay in the faoct that it merked The entrancs
of the Los Angeles SFL chepter into the main stream of fandomes Through this publie-
cation edited By T. Bruce Yerke and Forrest Ackerman, the world's largest fen club
gave: notice that it was now a factor to be reckoned withe No longer would it remain
aloof, disdaining to do more than subseribe to o few fan journals, It was signaling
its desire to mix with Toaurasis, Wollheims, Baltodonises, Wilsons and Moskowitzes
thot made up the vigorously growing fan world of eraly 1938, It meant that the field
wes again on a solid basis of near-unity, and thot ite appoarance would henceforth
ottract new fans rother than repel thoma

As 1937 drew to o close, a formerly quiescent fan of unusual ideas and a=
bilities begon to project himself more and more into public attention. This fon wes
Jack Speer, former member of the Oklahoma Scientifietion Association and collector

extroedinary of fantasy comic-stripse. Spoer at first contented himself with produc~
ing articlos about tho collecting trond and about the oppearance of a new school of
fan writers headed by Lowndes and Moskowitz, which was prosenting in its essays o
pattorn of fan philosophy. Ho modostly ncglocted to state that he himself was &
loader in this ficld of fon arnlysis,

Inspired by tho Gallup Poll, Spcer foundod what ho termed tho Oklahoma
Institute of Privatc Opinion (usually rofcrred to as tho IPO), which was to find out
gonoral fan opinion on a numbor of subjoctse Speor was initially intorestod in the
average fon age (which turned out to be in tho ncighborhood of cightcen), btut added
othor topics as tho polls progrossod, Ballots for thosc were moiled out with Wigging!
Scionco Fiction Fan, and worc usually forty in numbore Rosults of thosc polls were
against o notional foderation {by almost two to ono); thut thoir favorite profossione
al magazine was Astounding Storios; that Wollheim was by far tho "top' fan; and that
The Scicnco Fiction IFan was the most popular fan journal,

This lost was duc not only to Wiggins' magozino boing the ono in which the
pclls wero conductod, btut also to its gonerally high qualitye Such foatures as the
120, Wollhoim's “Fenfarade' columm, tho improved ort work and the regular supply of’
articlos both from tho Moskowitz Maruscrint Purcau and from unsolicitcd sources placed
it high in fon cstecm.

Initial returns in tho pcll for the “top" fan shewed Moskowitz in socond
placo, well bohind Wollhoim, and Baltadonis in third, Loater votes completely altorod
this picturo, sliding Moskowitz to fifth place, clevating Ackcerman to the runncer-up
spot and giving Wiggins the fourth positien, Bnltadomis remaining in third. But bot-
weon the'pudblication of carly and complete roturns, howover, o month intcrvoncd.

This is montioncd bocauso it was o period in which Moskowitz was psychologicolly ro-
gordod os the country's number twe fon, ond this wns important in shaping his mental
attitude aring his foud with Wollhoim,

For thoso who may bo intorested, comploto filos of the IPO polls may be found

in 1938 iswsuce of Tho Scicnce Fiction Fan; in o spocinl FAPA publication later issuod
by Wiggins; and in the May, 19h4 numbor of Fantasy Times.

Wollheim was rosponsible for initiating yet anothor topie of fon interost
in 1937, In thc Novembor-December issuc of Cosmic Tales, in his columm “Phontaflox-
ion,"' ho brought out a sharp attack ngainst religicn ond fans who accoptod it.

(This was lotor reprinted in the first number of The Scionce Fiction Advancoe as "Scie
enece Ficticn and Roligione™) Tho noxt issuo of Cosmic Tales containod on indignant
roply from Chostor Fein of tho Washington Heights SFL chaptors Subsoquently Wollhoim
answcrod this rcply, quoting among other things figures compiled by H.Pes Lovecraft

on the subjoct which gave overwholming support to thc matorlalists., Somewhat sur=
prisingly, the topic ncvor bocame a bittor issuo, and with the excoption of ono item
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that will shortly bo montioncd was confincd almost complotoly to Cosmic M-iuss his
was probably duc to thc fact that 1ittlec opposition to the matorinlists wos broug.th
e, most £ans cither poscssing alrcady such on outlook thomseolves, or, locking 1t,
belicving thot roligion was scarcoly a subjoct that could be rosolved satisfrctorily
by objectivo debatos  McPhail as wcll os Foin broke with Wollheim on the matter, how=- -
wor, ~nd it scoms likcly that later onti-Wollhoim blocs wore contributced to by othors
whe sbill adhercd to the religious prirnciples tought thom in thoir youth.

The onc itom montionod in the parngroph abouve was "Anont Athcism and Stf ey
or. article publishod in the March, 1938 numbor of Imdginntion}, this boro thc byline
of "Erick Froyor" {a psoudonym for the Californio fan Froderick Shroyor), and in
oxpressive stylo suggostcd thet fins road seienco-fiction boctuso they alroady woro
sither agnostics or athicsts. Shroyor felt thot thoy wore not truc cscopists, howovar,
vecause thoy "roalizod" what thoy were doing when they lost thomsolves in fantastic
litoraturce Roligious edheronts wers 1-bollod the worst typo of cscnpists, since thoy
belicved what Shroyer termed the "rumbo-jumbo of tho latter day witch-doctorss”

Onc cther ovent of importonce sheuld be mentioned hore, an cvent whoso gonce-
sis tokes us back to o fow wecks bofore the Fhiladelphia convention., At that timo,
Roy A. Squircs, who, it will be rcmombered, had assumod diroctorship of the Seignce
Fiction Advancoment Association upon the retiremont of its former head, Ce Homilton
Bloomer, turmed the SFAL over to Baymond Van Houten, os ho himself had beon unablo to
cccomplish cnything after somo months cf tricls Von Houton had beon o staunch suppor=
tor of the organization sinco its incoption, had contributed liborally to thec pages of
its official organ Tesscract, and appeared from his published work to be a fan of bot-
tor than avorage abilitios., His cross was lack of funds cnd a previous aloofness from
most of the fan ficld cutsido of tho SFAA which left him with ne circle of activo fri-
onds on whom ho could roly for aid. His scle holper wos a follow paterson, New Jersoy=
jte named Poter Duncan, whesc vituperative articles in The Scionec Fiction Critic had
eamod for him the not nocessarily complimentary appcllation of "the Poison Pon of
Patorscn,”

Thon Van Heuteon tenk over the SFAL it still had 78 mombers, but not all of
thom were subseribers to Tessoracte {This contradictory stato of affoirs was duc to tho
fact that mombcrship in tho organization did not includo distribution of its officizal
rgon, vhich vas obtainod separatoly." Under Bloomer's ministrations Tessoract had
svolved into a neatly mimeegraphcd magazino of high quality. But Van Hovuiten, with dis-
advantages already mexntirncd nnd a hoktograph run by inoxperioncod hands, produced is-
suos cf tho mngazinc that comparcd sadly with its clder cness Its contonts were still
irtorosting cnd readeble, but the typography eculd scarccly bo oxpected to clieit cne
thusiasne The 1lnck of responsoe that resulted woes net surorising, ond was roflected at
*iret in Van Houton's wvor morce coustic oditorial romarkse In o more pesitive cffert
.0 rovive legging interost, he then begen printing a scrics of Dancan's articles, somo
under the latter's ovm n~nme ond somc wnder the pscudonym of "18ki." He also carried on
a onc=mon campaign te inducc John W, Campboll Jr. to publish a companicn quarterly with
istounding Sterics---which incidentally was unsuccessful. But by March, 1938 when four
sumbors had not awakencd fan intercst in Tesseract,Van Heuten rcalized he could no
longcr carry cne

He then approoched Moskewitz and urged him at least to aid the SFAL ON a
ccoperative basis, if net take it ovor cntircly. "You," hc said,'have o largo following
in the ficld, many frionds who would help you; large numbors of fans like what you
writcs With you bchind it, the club could geo placoss” Moskcowitz ridiculed tho notion
of having a fan fcllowing, and deelincd.

Tut Van Houton had obtainud o meore accurate perspcetivoe of Meskowitz position
in the ficld at theot time than Moskewitz himsolf roalizod. Van Houton was well awaro
that in his menuseript buroou Moskowitz possesscd o weapon for political moncuvering
tnogualled clsewhore in the fiold. Desporete fan aditors would cortainly think twico
beforc mmtagonizing their bread and butter, And sc, whilc the resurrceticn of tho SFAA
scarccly affcctod the ccurse of fondom at o2ll, its availability to Moskowitz on ro-
quest was to beeemo o vitel facter, as will lator bo shown.
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Chepuer 25
Th¢ Wollhoim~Moskowitz TFoud

Dospite all dismipting forecs, fandom was slowly progrossing, holding
fast to its gains as it nchicved them, Lot us oxamino tho panorams of the 1938
fon fiocld sproad Lefore use Thoro is o wockly ncwspaper, on amabour pross group,
a mopuseript buroau, Thero aro several rogular monthly fan magezines end a half
dozon rogular by-monthly poriodiccls. & national convontion is being planncde
Two large SFL chapiers hold meotings ot opposite cnds of tho country. Hithorto
lothargic groups have boun stirrod into activity. Tho ficld is vital, clivo,
progressing; and thon; conflict. Mot moraly o potty arpgument, ut o dostructive
fOﬁd thet roan rampant ~nd loft broken fricndships and shattorod plans in its
VIAKC o

Yo havo read of the 'hiladelphin convontion and its introduction of
lichclisme Siccounts of this convontion woro writton by various fans, smong thom
Sykora, Wellheim and Moskowitz. Sykora's account, whilc it gave cxcollont covore
250 o tho affecir, noturclly did not go out of its way to showor bouguuts on the
iichol-Wollhoinm spcuch, Wollheim's ccecount covored the convention poorly, 3/ of
its bulle boing quotntions from or commonts on tho "fut~tion of Doath* talk.
Moskowitz account “Convontion Inpponings" wms publishod in the January 1y, 1939
issuc of Tho Scicnce Fiction Iam, under the psoundonym of Tilliam . Woinor.
(Moskowitz had cmploycd a nom do plume 4o facilato writing of his owm cctions os
woll as of others) He had this to sny of tho "Mutation of Diath” Spocch:

"Thon tho bombsholl of thie ovoning was parpotrated by Donald Wollhoim
wvhe oxprossed somc very gocd argumonts as written by John Michol, but degoncre-
ated theso arguments into o political issuo. ¥For ovor an hour pros and cons wora
rung on tho subjeet by Kyle, Foarlmme, Iichol, Wollheim, aud Burg, who wero
apporcently talking about tho pessibilitics of a world statc. Mr, Eschbach
squclchod the disemssion vory cofficetively by propesipng thet o motion be made
that the convention be adjourncd. Ho came, ho said, to liston to a scioncofiction
discussicn and not o psoudo-pcliticel arjumont, The motion vwms carricd and the
mooting was callod to on ond.”

This account wos roforred to by Wowslotter cditor Richard Wilson as "the first
unbicsod view of th Third Eastern Scicnce Fictici: Convontion.” But, Wellhoim,
in tho noxt issuc of the Sciuvnce Fietion ¥an, dubbod it “the most inaccurate
picecc of reporting” he had ovor socns "Thero was not o singlc parcgraph withe-
out at least or: crror, and, I may add, fow sontincos likowiscs Tho most out-
rageous raperbing was tho remarks atieut the final part of the cenvention, which
is almost 100 per cont wrong. Pub without ossaying tho arduous task of pointing
out all the crrers, I will moroly sum up by saying that tho Woinor-Moskowitz
ncecount is final amd conclusive proof of tho utter stupidity of o largo portion
of tho so-called fanse. Tho spooch mado by Michel hit docp into thoso shallow funs
which is probably why thcoy rofrain from giving any actual account of tho issvos
of Michol's spocchs.s.etho account givon by Hoskowitz which ignercs all the
intclectunl aspocts of tho situation for tho purcly incno and frivelous aspocts
¢f Ttho convontion, giwes perfoct proof.”

Back in Wewnrk, Hoskowitz was in o quardary on reading thosc words.
dis "Convontion Happenings' had bocr written in nnive sincority. He had no axo
to grind., ¥ichel's statements had not hit deop into him, rather, ho had boun
intorminably borod. Ho had told tho truth as he saw it, with no intention of
antagonizing Wollhoim or onyono clsce Ho was awaro of Wollhoim's tundency to go
to oxtromos cven in mild critical articlos, and lkuowing his eritic's past rccord
of succossful fouds, hc had no particulor dosire to bocomo cmbroiled with Woll-
hecim, But, what did othors think ? In Moskowitz mind tho situation boilod dovm
to this; Had fang roachod tho point, vhero thaoy too rogardod Wollhoim's attocks
as meoningloss outbursts of tompor, or would lack of roply to this assauit
cause him €o losc facu in thoir oyos 1
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Louis Kvslar of Coniuoticui anarrs: btic quostion whon in a lcbtior to losk-
owitz he asked ™MMhat arc you soing to do abont Wollhoims attack in the last
Fan 7" This was the convincar. If Kuslon, ~t that tims a vory noutral fon,
folt that action should bc takon. thon tho untiro fon ficld probably folt tho
SOMC WAy . h

In supplying additional motive for boskowitz' docision to foud with
this cpponcnt, onc mast tako into considorction his admitbod initinl dislike
for the man, tho Conovor Sticimey disputo, ard ovon moro impertant. o visit
by W 1llhoim, Pohl and ifichol %o tho IPoskowitz homo shortly beforc tho convon-
tion, ..t this mosting, Wollhcim statod that ho wos able, by tho propor 2ppli-
cation of pyschology, to drive sny fan from the f£isld.” Ho 2lluded with satis- -
faction to the George Gordon Clark incidont, “hen lMoskowitiz attompicd to changoe
the subjcet, it wns reitoroated with on omphasis which ho took te moan “"You'd
bottor ba  good littlo fan or <lsc”. -nd Moskowitz then cnd thwro detormined
that ho would novor thus be driven from tho ficld. Lastly, in oro of his "Fan-
Farade' c¢olums, Wollheim had writton that ioskowitz had ambitions of bocomirg
Ta far hack" and that “‘four out of five" of the articles ho wrote wero rcjoctad.
Hero he touched o voint of exbrome sorsitivity, for Moskowitlz was oxtromely
proud of his writings, writtor as thoy woro, shcerly ns 1 labor of lovo ang
given Yo fan oditors ir urgent nocd of materinl, The falscness of this attack
was unfergivecdblo.

Yollheim probobly did not cipoct much of o reply from Moskowitz, ind
if ho did not, ho was douvtloss unproparod for tho “Roply to Donnld Wollhoim"
vhich appearcd in he Fobruary 1933 Scicnce IFietion Fane

"Convontipn Napponings vas ¢laboratcly cheeked aftur Yollhoim saw £it to dovote
an ontl o pogo to slamming it. Srrors wore found...two or thrac. The major con-
sistod of stabing That Pohl and Dockwoilor accompanicd Wollhcim to o noarby
autornt: Corroction...Mollheim procceded to tho sutomct...ond Pohl and Dock-
weiler wont to the home of Boltedonis. Tho other crrors consistod of the hein-
ous crinc of oxagzorating o peint or two for tho sako of humor. Wollhoim's
Fanfarado has sinco itis incopbtior boun nohoriocus for inacocurats stotements and
gsenoral faleity. To name all such would bo an exhausting task, tut tho writor
is concorncd with oru involving himsolf. In the Octobor '37 issuo of the Fan,
Valiheoin statod as on wnaltorable fret that Sam Moskowitz gots four out of five
articlor rajectv’. I challenge him to produce ovon onc proof of this statomont
witn tho sipicture of the oditors It goos without saying that he camnot,”

Fandom vms rocked by this uncxpoetod rosistrnce, and the uroxpected

occurrsd; opinion rallicd to hoskowitz sidc. Nobt uncxpcctodly, Wollhcim's
entling commounts ond sharp criticisns in tho past had stored for him ruch
rosontionse Speor spurrcd Moskowitz on with tho comment that his roply to
“ollhoin had hoon "weoll bakon." Typical of thu attitude among tho younger
elionc fans in which Moskowitz had become prominunt wns that of Robert lkdlo,
whe remarked ir o lettor “Threo cheers for Hoskowitz. Ho has rcally started
thoe ball rolling...and I'm quitec surc somo frns arc going %o side with him.
Ho has tho sympathy of the rhiladolphic fons 1 know. DAY says whot hce plocscs
in his ¢olums, and many of tho roodors think he is tolling the truth," -

Still, it was sorc timc beforc the moral support of frionds wos transe
poscd into action. .ind in tho moamrbimo Koskowitz desporatoly matched blows with
a morc uxpericnccd opponent. To the casunl onlookor, the cdds scomed groatly
in Wollhcim's favor. Ho was six yoars oldorthan Mogkowitz. Ho hed o bobtor cduc-'
~tion cnd finoneisl “aclkground. Ho wos tho victoricus votoran of a numbor of
for fouds. He had a loynl circle of frionds willing to follow his 1.ad. ind, ha
vas the top fan of the ficld.

Somo timc proviously Hoskowitz had initiatcd in tho Scionco Fiction Fan
a rogular footure titlod '.s Othors Sou Us”, In this cclumn, under tho psoudo-
nym of Frcd ollonovor, ho gavo humorous rosumos of othor fons choractoristics.
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The subjcets of onc of th.so writc-ups was Frederick fohl. Moskewitz sldudec
%o Fohl's usc of many pon names; his hebit of signing othor fans nawos ir ~uko-
graph hooks; his alledgod inctrioty; and so on. Wollhcim, upon sccing Thoso
~things, promptly mnilzd o protest to “iggins, domanding that tho rcal name of
the "eulprit" writing “As Othcrs Soc Us® be rovealcd and seying further that:
“There arc o number of very juvenilc irresponsibles infosting seioncufiction
theso months, who know nothing of the tradition of stf, nor of tho othics of
writine or p-hlishing. Thoir childish and wild antics arc becoming o constant
nuisance, end you as an cdiftor will do well to koop an ¢yc on them.”
The dunl naturc of “ollhoim's attack now lcd Moskowitz to beliovo that
plans had been laid to drivo him out of fendom. He folt, porhaps orroncously ,
that Yollheim wes worriod nbout his rising populority. So, whon “‘iggin's for-
vardod to him a lotier from FPohl coxpressing Fohl's suspicions that iloskowiiz
was Yollonover, and threatening to sue Wiggins for 1libol, ho felt that it would
strengthen his position %o have some onc olsc rewvealed as the author od "As Othor
See Tis'!. Alox Osheroff agrocd to accupt the blames And in o coached roply to his
eritics ho oxvressod his amazcmont thot Wollhoim ond Pohl should objcet %o o
colum that was intonded merely to provide a little "light ontertainmont for
fons.' "o pointed out that ~ohl was the only subjcet yct to tahe offunsc. Ho
remindcd his critics that Wollhoim's past statoments in "Arcturus” under tho
™illic, thc Wisp by-linc, had boen far morc melicious thon anything in "As Cthors
Sce Us" and that "ollhoim had not revenlod his identity until more than a year
aftor he had dropped the column, In onswor to Fohl's throatenoed suit, he said,
“] will not retract onc statemont that I have mado," (And Pohl, as might bo
guessod, ncver made good his threotenod logal action,)
The fans in genoral wero cnthusiastic over hoskowitz column and Iohl -
was genorally regardod os o sorchond, Spo.r, Taurasi, Madle and othors went on ol
rceord as fevoring it and denouncing its critics. Now, Viggins informed Ioskoves: e
1tz that hoth Mollhoim ond Lowndos had sont him long rebuttals to the "Roply o |
Molihcim." Moskovwi%z was startlod “o learn that Lowndes also had talen wp *ho B
cudgel ngainst him, sinc: ho had virtually no association with thc mon, other
thon the Scicnec Fiction Critic cpisode. Ho roalizcd that his opposition wus
T raliying, and tnek paven o 1itile time, might well smothor him thru it's volumc.
Sc he¢ irduccd Wipgins to drop the foud in the Fon (altho it vmas tromendoussy
ir.Scrosting 4o its readsrs. ) And wiion the cditoricl of tho Harch '238 igsuo of
the Far sarricd iho statoment "Inasmich os it scoms to be tho combincd opinion
of a1l fan rcaders theb this magazino should not become the arcna for fan
gsqueboliings, ne morc of trne Hoskowitz=DAW-Pohl affair will bo run." it moant
tha's in his sorios of ccchengos with Wollheim, l.oskowitz had tokon the first
ronGte

.

This small victory wes shori-lived, for ollhoim, vetoran compaignor,
mimeo'd 2 L nage roimtial himsolf crd mailed coplus of it to Tigzins to distr-
ibute with Fon, Tochnically th. motoricl was not in the magazino, and Wigzin's
sager roadors cculd be supplicd with sidulights on "tho lotest "fouding” vrithout
br.aking his promise %o Moskowitz. [t was stretehing principles a bit but it
rorked. 3
In Answor o iloskowitz® Wollk:im swung into tho stylg thot had crushed
opponent afber opponent in the past. o tormed Moskowitz reply 'a thoroughly
~isious arbicls” and donicd provoking causc for snothor "hymn of hate campaign
snyint ' I% is +rug, that ~lory with mony df tho most progrossive and intelli-
peat Pens, L have joined in an offort To ralsc st from boing moroly a childish
‘nd puvrilc hobby to boing on wctive force towards the realization of thosc
things which scicnee fiction has zlways belicved, In tho coursc of' this work it
“.comcs noe.ssary to oxposc such juvenility and puorility os reises its hoad.
Sincc 'r. Moskowitz is onc of thc foromosr advocates of childishnass in the
‘ictd todny, ho was ono of the first to get his 1little tootsios troad on."




Wollhcim thon wont on to:}ist thoss portions of "“Convention Happor ase’ hilh

he considercd folsc and wiegleading, This tool up the Mlk of the 2oen®uc’, Tc
revealed that tho crroncous irformotion conccrning fan marmazincs rejcetlonn

had b cn given him by Tilliam ¥iller. “ho original attock orn tiic "utvor stupil-
ity of a large portion of the so-erllod fans’ was rencated. Hoskowitz wos accuscd
of mid-slinging to avad. The issuc, and of buing o contemptible scoundrul for
writing kis column under o vsiudonym. Tollhcim then wont out of his wmy to drag
poor oftmalipgned Sykorz into the armumont and spont a long paragraph rchashing
the ISA fiasco. {this was in lino with his tcndeney to harry a defeated fooman)
Ho concluded with this Clattering play for pepular subport:

"I wish to warn all intolligent and undorstanding fons, thoso who
roally think that scicnce fiction can "o o forco which will help the world oven
o liktle bit, toward o brightor fufiirs, against theso shollow minded adoloscints
who dabble in "fon octivitics” cnd find it 2 source of sclf-glorifiention, If
scionce fiction is uwor goinz to bucoms such a fores, these pscudo-fans rust
bo kept dovm.™

Frobably “ollheim and his followers now felt that Moskowitz was com-
pletcly squelcheds The opinion of fans at largo hovever, was somowhat diffcront.
For when Vollhcim attacked ‘challow mindod adoloscents” and pscudo-Pons whorust
be kept down"™ he was attocking svery onc of thom as surcly as he was attacking
Hoskowitz, for tho roml and filc was 1ittle bottor or worso than he with respoct
to rmethods, motives or activitics in t ¢ ficld. And loskowitz philosophy of fan-
dom secmcd to appeal to thom more than did politically biascd Micholism. Tho
avoragc fan preferred to remain ‘intulleetuslly brnkrupt®” ond onjoy fendom
rathor than sot off on a quixotoc crusados Thus whon kioskorritz prpared o sucond
roply (Ho-Hum or tho lurther Snlightonmont of ollheim) it was cvident that ho
would not wilt under a »arrazge of words.

In this rcsend rupiy he inquired why “ollhuim bothercd to assccinto
with "vs chillun.” "‘hy not Jdosort this lizlé 'dead of intellectual bonkruptey'
for ficlds of greoaver and fincr intelicet ?° Ho contondod that Wollheim hod
never benefited 4ns £-cll up to that tim. (which was sonowhot cxaggeratod) but
had boen a destiuccive influence in driving many = mbors from it. (Which woe not'
Cno by onc ho durls with the orrors “ollheim had pointod out, and rcfusod to
concede a single om._ roicrring interoshed nartics to cyewitnossos for support.
liost of the pointe involved were indscd Srivinl, and it boecame clear that FHoslk-
fovitz! rogerding them as excvsos for an attack agninst hin was by no means 3ill-
ogical.

Yy cocount of the specch 1ma given as { saw it., That is most cortainly
my ri~ht and obvioucly %ho roason for Tollhcim's nttack. That docs DAY cxpoct mo
to do, make a goed lively account of o convintion dead and unintercsting by re-
printing a communistic spuceh that sonchow found itsolf cvay from its Astor Park
soap box ? -‘ichel mekes no beones over tha foet that ho is a Communist, and his
spooch was, without a trace of o do b, an attompt to zut new convorts.®

Tho sucond round saw noither opponent deeisively beoten, but vhat had
startod as o fan foud had bogun to shap. into a veritablo wer, with fans ropidly
choosing sides, and priming for the cncouncors that sould be soen wore soon to
take placc. Yho tide of battlo was shifting groduslly from an attaclk on DAY to
onc upor. -:ichclism, the basic ceusc of all the squabbling. In chastising Mosk-
owitz for nis disrcgard forlMichelism, Wollhoim wns crenting an active rosist-
~neo erainst the movomont, whore little had originally oxisted.

Wollhoim's noxt move was in a totally difforont quartor. In his FAP:
fan, hc printod an article ¥itlcd "Fonuseript Dureav’ in which ho urgdo mombors
to rocognizo the n.cussity of a centralized manuscriph turcou, citing othor
amatour groups wherc such bureaus had proven of worth. Tho nearost thing $o this
that had sc far apvcarcd in fandom wns the Foslowitz lianuseript Buroau. This,
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rowover, functionod enly widh rospoct S subgcrlption Journals (20 L)

its stock..in o time vhen submissions were 2t & promium...sorid searsclv bo
strotchad to cover U'aP as woll, And it it wors divortced Lo BAPA nchus;valv, i
Moslowitz would losc the “pall” 1> had snirod from oditors “hat h- w-s mlr;hdy‘
suprlying. Yollhcim kmow this, and cnnevneed in his articio thot soskcwitz, tION
only onc in fondom with oxpericnee along sush lines, was tho logisel chiyics %o
head such a FiZ4 burcav. He irferred that Moskowitz would bo doubli=vrosning his
frivnds should he rofuso th. post. Poskowitz realized that he had boon yut Zawo

& position where, regardless of his deeision, he would sursly disploasc some
zroup of fans. His roply was to cirenlato in FiFi an open letter, in whica ho
egrecd to accept the post, if oiffered him, upon accoptancoe of thrco conditiong.

1. “hat I am not madc tho objoet of further slandor in F.Fi meilings.
2, That the FAPL mombers arc wil'ing to vooperatc by sonding in iatorial.
3+ That I muy k.ep my indspondent or anization functionsrg,

Tho first condition wms orgunderad by Wollucin's "Answor to Sam Moske
owitz” in tho provious F.P'l wailing. 1t scomod = roascnablo set of conditioms,
and in addition, toskowitz oromised to help the - oaw 2y writing matorial him-
solf, Ho plso wrot. a lestur fo ¥ollhoim. seeting Lis saspicions openly of the
latters nctions, Wolliicim sunt chevcviatcd cuodations fior this lottor, o def-
ensc of the accusations, tmd o cody of tho opon letbor, to Daniol McPheil, th.
vico=prosidont of F.1., requesting thot ho excreise his constitutional poworo
and rule thorgon, MePhail, -rithout centacting Moskowitz, rendered o vordict
against hir on every poirt hrouvght up by Wollhoim. He cvon decidod that "the
cxistenes of two burcous run by the =amo person would bo mutually destructive
and othervisc irratioual.” ond that his “carcful scarch...of tho three mailings
to dats feil to roveal ony slandor ageinst Mr, Moskowitz name.” By this short-
sightod proccduro, MeFhail sottloed none of PAP.L's problems, and offoctively
concecllod its last hope of having a momusceript burcau. This round was quite dof=-
initely “ollhoims,

' “hen Lovmdos learrced of Visgins inteontion to soft-pedal the foud in
the Scionce Fiction Fen ho too pvblished the rctuttal he had sont, Moskowitz
original reply to Wollhoim liad boon L paragraphs in Jongth, taking uwp loss thon
é—a nogoe. Wollhoim found it ricessarsy Lo use four pagos te reply te it. Lovmdos
rcoded 8. In fact, h: dovobted who entire issuc of his Vagrant to tho fight. So
mach material in two FAPA meilings wns dovotod to the foud that fan Waltor E.
fnreoncice Lrought ov "he Protostont a2 smnll shoct that begged for a sano ond-
ing 4o the squabblo. Lowndes ntlompbed an cxtromsly pscudo impartial-intolloct-
vul apnronch. How ampartial 1% wmr mey be judzed from such stobtomonts as this:
"ligmite Ghe fact that oshoviuz®s accusations aro ALL besidos the point wo
mist 2xemine thop.,® In sauackion, Lowmdes offered tvro nltornatives. Either
Moskowite suffored from "montal povorty” or ho was " a mental pervort, a
literary whorc, or wiat a2y =erse, 2 weuidebo literory prostitute." He hoped
He hopod, he said, for MHasiwowitz sale, that it was the form re It is amusing
to rcceall now hew vhen writh tuics soch s these 4o thoir crodit, Micholist in
later auitbing the argument, deplerod the fans "inability to meet thom on intolle
cetunl grounds.”

Jack Gillespic, a #ichelist, contributed to w<ho foud Just Things; tho
only original romark in this eaflot vhich was printed upn differcnt sizos of
yollow scucond shocts, wus o quoery as to how “loskowitz ‘‘cvor got the idco that
Hichel's vms o Commnistic spu: ch.”

The variety of anti-Moskowitz materinl omanating from Wollhoim's
circlo of friuvnds prompted Foskowitz to coin tho niclnamo "Wollheim's stoogos”s
This niclmame stuck,..probably becauso fans truly begon to beliovo that thoro
was ne other oxplanation for ontrance into the froy on Wollheim's sido of fans
who prcviously hold no enmity against iloskowitz,




Tho abrupt untronce into tia foud cn lMoskowibz's widy of Tuck Souer
ceme 2s o surpriso to both contest-nbs. And Spoor was a poleout ally igdood, for
he was strong on every point wherc Hoskowitz was woak. This wos ospocially no-
ticcablc in the mattor of writton statoments; Moskowitz wes ofton carcloss in tholr
proparation, loaving himsolf open to various intorprctations,whilc Spoor's W9rd-
ing was moticulously corrsct and unambiguouss Specr callod for fans to considor
churgos and counter-charges carofully, pointing out that contontions lacking.con-
crete proof werc vorthlosse Mo cited soveral crrors in "Fanfarade," and romind-
cd roaders that Wilson, cn admittod "fricnd and admiror" of Wollhoim, had collcd
Moskowitz's report of tho convontion the only unbiascd onec. Ho thon roprimondeod
Lovmdos for tho uso of impropor language, and chollonged him to find a grammoti=-
cal orror in his own writings {Lovmdos having proviously advisad both Spoor and
Moskowitz to look to thoir grammar). Ho stated thut the domand was for writers
rathor than publishors in FAP.L, thus inferring that the orgenization had blundor-
ed in so quickly costing away prospects for o moxuseript burcou.

Shortly of'tor this the ofteprovokod Philadolphio fons dircetod thoir
fire agoainst Wollhcim, and tho lattor's days of casy victory wore soon overs Bub
there aro other threads to trzee beforo that story is continuod,

Chaptor 26
The Beckground in Early 1958

In order tho bettor to understand tho oxplosivo=packod ovents which
transpircd during th: lato spring ond varly summer of 1938, furthor doscription
of the ficld during the carly months of that yoar is ossential,

Corwin Sticlmoy's Smatcur Corrospondont collapsod with its Novombor-
Decomber, 1937 issuce Duc to tho mony odvertisements it ecarricd the magazine
hnd novor lost mency, tut just as surcly it had nover mndo any, Little praiso
for the uvffort had beon fortheoming from fondom, ond ovon omission from tho last
nunbor of the hated "Hobbyana" colurm, tho inelusion of a new amatour sTory cone
tost, ond generclly stronger slonting toward fan-inteorosts had clicited only
faint cpproval. With the offoets of a national cconomic rceession deopening,
Sticknoy wos obliged to drop The Amntour Corrcspondent in favor of his homo towm
veckly, Topie Nows, which at lcast showod o profit, though its fantasy content
wan nil,

In Caldfornin, Clairc Beck was foring as badly with his Scionco Fiction
Critie, which had just merged with Xillor's Phontastiquos With this combinotion
ho was cnabled to publish soveral lottors from H, Py Lovceraft, which gove tho
magazine a literary as well as critiecal tone, But, as had boen statod bcfora,
Bock spocializod less in caroiully thoughteout ananlysos than in destruetivo orite
icisn, nnd did not husiteto to cadit submissions to Pit tho latter deseription,
When Keskowitz sunt him an article enalyzing the state of cooporation botwson
american and British fans of tho time, for example, Beck deletod almost all of
1%s irnterprative, cxplanatory snd witigating phresos, roducing it in print to a
sering of insults offoring noithor hope ror suggestion for improvement in intore
netional fan relations. Typical of the moro robid tiradas apponring in tho mapg-
azine werc the offusions of Poter Duncmite In his nany, intcrminable good=byos
to Fardom Duncon cxprosscd hinsolf so suceinetly on the failings of scicnco=fic-
tion cuthors, oditors and fans as to mako himsolf cordially dislikod throughout
the fiold:

Fut, nevortholess and despite thc fact thet I om

fully awaro of tho horrondous penalties awniting the orrent

heretic, I horeby propose & do that very thing: teo bheot tho

sacrosanct fan in his doubly sacrosanct mmp; to do o little

stonmping on his consacratod toos. For the scienbific-fiction

fon is no ged, no intolleeturl colossus, and no parcgons Ho

is, os o mattor of fact, no king of superior boing at all,

but moroly a stupid imbeeilc and buffoon, unworthy of any=

thing but scorn and contumoly. Tho vory fact that ho bolicvos



all the buncombe that is cditorasiized about him is sufficiont %o ravear "ar
as a gullible simplcton rcady to 1-p up any flatulont motaphor just so icaz =2s
it tumoscos his alrcady ovorgrovm cranium,’

Boeks last worthwhilo contrilution to fondonm wms the cormploting of
R.H.larlow's literary piblicution Loaves. In 1937 Barlow had publishod *ho
first number of Loaves, o suporb amatour fantasy publication that ran to fifty
largo sizo mime'od pagos. It foaturcd such thing as a roprint of A, Morritis
"Feoplo of tho Pit" lottors writton by Lovecraft undor his psoudonym of Lowis
Theobold Jr., fiction and poctry by Clark ..shton Smith, and a reprinting of
Jondrei's "Rod Brain' with i%s lorotoforu unpublished onding and soquel. Stoncil
Tor the socond numbor had boen proparcd by Barlow, and Bock did the actual mim-
cographing. This socond and last issuc is notod for o Northwest Smith story by
C.L.loore that has nevor appearuvd clsevherc, a Heonry "hitohead tale roorintod
from Meird Talos, orizinal contritutions by Loveeraft, and literary work in sim-
ilar vein., Virtuenlly ignorod when it appoared, Leaves today is o colloetors item
of oxtremo rarity, cnd casily holds o prominont ploec among tho finost journals
sver turned out by the fan ficld.

The collapse of The Amatcur Coircspondent and Tho Scicnee Fietion
Critic left tmt one printed jonrral in tho ficld. This vas Uniquo Telos, which
wos publiched by Mussoll Leadabrand, Tho first number was dated Junc '37,
it the magazine was circulated so poerly that fow fans heard of it until '38,
Unique Talos publichod mostiy fiction, tho mnjority of it oditorially writton,
and was of no groat worth, its neat format being its groatost asset. Tho
disappearance of Uniquu Talcu loft whot has bocon callod tho hektographing ora
of fondom, in full swing. Thoe two leading journals of tho time wero tho Scioneco
Fiction Fan and Scicnco Fietiorn Collcetore Other renking titles woro: Holios ,
Scicnce Fietion Nowsluttor, Comsmic Tales, Fantascicnee Digost ond Imagination 1.
Uf these only the last wos mimsographed, at that time no mean distinction.

The comparitivoly largoe rmuber of regularly appoaring fon magonzinos,
couplod with the quarterly M.P. mailings and numerous ono shot pamphlets, gove
the impression that a tromundous number of foans wero engoging in o weltor of
activibty. Yot the fiold had gaincd fow now fans since its ocmergonece from tho
chaos cf '37, Tharo wns no riedium other than persontl contoct for rceeruiting
rov nonbors to its ronks. --nd there was 1ittlo cooperation botween fons and pros
cxoopt occasional noticos that appearcd in the SFL eclurm of Thrilling Wonder
Stnrisse Thas, whon in Jarmuary 19%8, a now fan namod ™nltor Morconctte made his
avooemrmoe with o new wvagesning, Scionti-Snaps, it wes an cvont indocd. Fossibly

e, reonctto thoughi that finnncial ond material support would bo spoudily forth-
GOMiNg oo n2 50. ho was greatly in crror, ¥ere it net for his owm abilitios aleng
1iecm~ry end arviscic lincs, plus o prompt tronsfusion from the Noskowitz Manue

1+ Jurcou, his dewisc might havo boon rapid. Put tho combinotion provod
2roibfel. Boicuti-Snaps boasted meticnloeusly ncat heltograrhink, ond was as
caroimly illustrated. Une weuld have sooner suspocted it's oditor of being o
timid acsthote, than ons of the physically biggest fons on reeords Marconctte
also issuod five numbcrs of Scicneo Fentusy ¥ovic Review.

In 1937, Tavrasi, Viggine ond Kuslan had attomptod to costablish an
imoricon countorpart of tho Lritish Seionce Fiction -:ssociation. This thoy call-
od tho Amcrican Fantasy ..-ssociction. lrmediately Toauresi bogan work on the
smerican Fontasy Yagazine, o small hoktographed pub. thet was planned as tho
club's officinl orgon. Only L. pages of it wero over comploted. ¥uslon adver-
tisod the organization in 2lrmost cvery leading fon mogozine, but cooperation wos
wonk, and it's loaders were inexporiznced, so that writhin a year it died in
CTADXYO .

Tanraczi, howiver, was the carliost popularizer of ancothor typc of org=-
cnization which wos succussful. This was a sorics of publishing groups, which
shortly dividod fandon into something like o sories of feudal castlis. Tournsi
markod his warly numbers of Cosmic .alcs, Junior Sciunce Fietion, Woird and
Fantasy Fiction, cte, =5 Tuurasi Publications. This changod to Cosmic Public-
ations, which nllowcd nuweomers to joir tho cirele. Most of tho pubs listed
under this banncr nover cppearcd, and there arc too many to list 21l titles.



In Novembor, Taurasi imade an oifort to concontreto his onergigs upen o singlo
projcct. This was o proclamation to all that ho Yillspic and lh?mpson wou}d

pool all thoir projects, and issuc o single mablication to bo titlod Colec
Talec. The cxtravagance of the plans for this now Cosmic Talas knew no bhounds,
Illustrations werc hokto'd and Taurasi borrowod Kylc's mimoo to ruprodice who
rest of tho mogazine. 14 ran to L0 large pagos, truly an unhoard of offort for

2 1938 fan magezine. Dut tho tremondous task of assombling matericl: the cxtrors
youth of Thompson; tho constont proddind nocossary with Gillespic; and Taurasits
ovm laclk of groawmor and spelling...thesc things added up to o goneral mess. B:r
the timo ##; Cosmic Tales ~ppcarcd, the mogazinoe hod been so criticized by fons
cnd by Richard Wilson in particular, that Gillespio quit in disguste Ovorlookcd
Ly readors wore tho time, cffert and mon.y involvod, and tho botter thon aver-
36 cuelity of motorial mwblishod. Those included “sciontifiln” rcoviows by

Fario T'acic Jr. (his first printed work} a dcbrtc on roligion betwoon Wollhoim
tnd Foir, and a summary of fan netivity during tho pest yoar by Moskowitz. Cosnic
lolos also irtroduced artists John Giunta ~nd Jack agnowr to the fiold., It had
all the ingredients for suecess cxcept cxpericneo, which could have heen gained
with poersoverance,

Sortly aftcr this, Irurnsi suffored n norvous bro~kdowm bocausc of’
overwerk, and was forccd on medical orders to drop Cosmic Talos. {The rights
to the title vent to Thompson) The dector zaid ho could seo no harm, howover,

In his patiunts printing cceasionel dnor efforts for reclaxation, so lcurasi,
instead of issuing ono lorse mapazine, promptly broaght ovt 15 or 20 smali oncs.
Onec he had rogained his heaith Taurnsi lost no timo in rcostablishing Cosmic
Publicationse With this socond scriss, vhat hod storted s more affeetation
grow urtil it vms by fur the most powerful intorecommoctod group of fan magazinos
fn the hisbory of the ficlde Thon he founded Fantasy Hows it boeamo the ruclous
of tho Cosnic group, which at ene tine or anothor included Cosrmic Palos,Holios,
The Scicnce Fietion Tan, Scionti-Tales, D'Journal, Lo Zombio wnd mony, many
cthors. The weight of its opinions ir fan eirclos wes pronounced; and by lete
1976 it bocame the virtual cenbor of nctivitics,

Wore %b not for 4tz loc~l character, Comot Publiections, whoso muclous
wis Balhodonis' Scionce Fiction Collceter, might woll hovo overshadowed Cosmic
Publications., Comiposcd almost entiroly of Philadelphic publishors, it cncompass-
cl¥adlels Fantoselonee Digost, whieh lotor bocomo o loading journal in the
tinld, and Train's Scicnec .dventurc Storios among otherse The latter was a
mammoth publication for its day, running to sixty-two poges, and bcing illustrat-
cd in color by Baltndonis and Rothnen; it foaturcd rotorial from the pens of such
WUis kmowe frnoe =nd profossionsls as Bshbach, Seari, Chapman, Farley, Wilson and
Fesimeny  Soth of its twe 1omop nre well vorth ovming. PSFS Wews, which start-
<l =z fhe offieinl organ of the shilndolphin Scicnco-fiction Socioty, gradunlly
bocamc of more genersl tono. From the date of its cstablishmont in tho Fall of

1977 4% hes novor censod to appear, and remains a veluable sourco of the socioty!s
pizbery, Publications of lcsser inportance, such as Fantasy Herald, Imaginativo
Flotien, Pantnsy Fiction Telegrom and Fantasy Pictoris) were 1ilkowdsc rmembors of
o Comot choin. The rosult of this noworful concentration of publishod matter

iz onc city has been one of the most knsmoniously run and continuously activo of
a1l scicnco-fiction clubs. Dasy~going genornlly, the PSFS hns proesontod o unitod
front to all opposition, and novar hrs suffercd disrupvion from intornal or oxtoe
inal prossurc,

Though Cosmic mnd Comet worc by fur the most powerful ; thoro worc oth-
-r groups not without simil-ar importance that followed the tronds Onc of thesc
vo. Smpross Publicatiens, which represented the cfforts of Richard Wilson and of
“rater Morconctto. Theso two had moany things in common. Thoy attempb.d to bo
pretilicusly correct in thoir grammar ond spclling, cxtonding oxtra offorts to
p.owane noat publicotions--«and vsually sucecoding, Their organizotion wos on-
norneed in the Sugush 6, 1938 issus of The Scionce Fiction Yows-Lotter, ac



periodical of the grouvp. Marconotto's Seionti-Snops, which wos stoadily wild-
ing « roputation for itsolf, wns tho othor strong nartnor, Ineludsd und.r +ic
banner alse were such ninor titles as Seionce Fantasy lovio Reviow, Muecr Palos,
Incrcdible, ct al.

In Lpril 1938, Tho Los Angeles<Now York Cooperative Publica*ions was
formeds (L.F*¥) Souotimc boforo in the “hantagraph, Wollhoim had bogun but nowo:
corplcted, sorinlization of Mobert 7. Howards story "Thc Hyborian fgo.” liis
death revived intercst both in this story ond in tho authers backsround, and the
Tine vas ripe for issucnco of a memorial pamphlct on tho subjcet. Wollhoin con-
tributod semo of the moturicl and scvoral Les .ngoles fans (ickerman, Dougles
and Todgkins) who folt some kinship with Wollhoim's and Michcl's idoals, contri-
buted morc, as woll as publishing the booklet. It appoarcd in a linited cdition
of onc hundred cepics and was L.1Y's most notablo achicvement,

1f we attompt to troce the conccpt of fon publishing groups back into
the past, we come first upon Kylo's Thantasy Logion, which had o sinilar idea in
nind, but was nover brought to fruition. Earlicr still wo cncounter Pohl's EGO-
Ceoporative Publishors sssociation, formed in lrke 193 ond publicizod in tho
Intermational Obscrvor. This group anmnouncod titlos by many publishors, of which
Tho Mind Of Ilon, The Mutant, and Logion Farcdo nctually appearcd, Thoy wore of no
nor2 thon passing interost,

tho largo muntber of fan publishing heousos that existed in 1938 wore on
atbtempt by fans to forn cliques with othors of simflar temperament and group
their cnorgios for gronter achicvemonts. Thoy woroe far from being failurcs, and
the influcncoof their psychology in the framowork of notional fan organizations
will later become zpparcnt,

In Upper Manhattan the Weshington Hoights chaptor of the SFL had
bogun o scrios of mifations of name and policy that carried it thru tho titlos
of the Washington ileights Scicentifiction Club, lhe Intor-Fantasy Circlo cad
finally Tho Fentasy Circle, Tho oventual inclinntion of tho club was toward
fontasy and the supornatural rothar than etf, and for this purposc, it's dir-
eeboc, Choster TFein, obl~inod fron James Taurasi tho rights to tho title Weird
and Fantasy Fiction for use os the official elub organ. 4s far as your historian
can doterminc, no megazina bearing this titic was over pibbed by this Eroupe
From reports of Wilson and Gillospic, thc meotings of thc Fantasy Circlo wero
largely torfoclery. The club was scon heard from no mors, unsurpdisingly, tho
it is not lmowm whother it vms officially dissolved or simply peterod out thru
lask of intercst. '

This ncoccunt connot be c-poctod to do justicc to the long history of
aotivity of SFL chepter i, Los singeles. The LASFL had boen back into the swing
cf fandom sincc the fall of '37, btut it gave the improssion of being apart ahd
differont from the ficld at lerge. This vicwr was hoightoned by the innumerablc
affoctations adoptod by club members cn thoir stationory, otc, such as simplifiod
spelling, tochnoeracy, “sperante, cte. iuch of this was tut o suporficial voncor
applicd by Forrost J. ckorman, londing light o +the orgamization for many yoors,
-end was ofton an issuc hotly debated at mootings, tho littlo mention of such
opposition ovor leckod ovts 4 very finc porsonclized history of the club's
cebivitios during '37 and '38 moy bo found in Bruce Yorkes "Momoirs of a Supor-
finous Fan' vhich was distributed thru a F.PL mriling in *Lh. It was the first
of a prejeceted sorics of I such bocklets, but the only onc to appoor. & club of
“he size duration and all-around importance of tho LiSFL noods a ncvel-longth
ceame to do it eredit,

The fromovork of tho orgonizotion was the intorosts of tho numcrous
frus vho composcd it. Included on it's roster wore such names as ckorman,
E.y Prodtury, Fred Shroycr, Pruco Yorke, Morojo, James Moonay, P-ul Frochafor,
Puiwsell Hodgkins, Pogo, Roy Squircs, Franklyh Prady and L.K. Barmcs. The dirco=
Lo~ of this club of %0 mcmbers wns Hodgkins., Fut, so informal woro it's gathor-
ings that tho dircete: wms rognrdod ns a convunicnec, whon tho elub was sucddonly



confrontcd by a cclabrity, and a teuporcry show of parliarentary procoduro
wos requircd. So often did membors convane that gatherings worc little more
than gab=fosts, lmost cvory timo 2 now momber joincd, = plen for plannod
progrems would arisc. The club might tako this soriously for scvral moctings,
but as socn as the now membor becoamo ncclimated to the group, o siump back to
the old infermal order of things preved inovitnblc.

The L.SFL itsclf roccivod many visitors. Dr, David H, Kellor, Joscph
Skidmore {sincc deccasod) and Arthur J. Burks wore ameng thesc. Harmes Dok, then
an unkunovm 2spiring artiet, stopped in onco in carly 1938, Tho rosultant fricnd-
ship botwoon him and Ray Bradbury proved of much ultimato benofit te Rok. The
only ovidonce of his visit to tho club, howuwvor, is a rather poorly mimeo'd
drayvring which appeared on the cever of the sy 1938 Imopgincticnis -

Charlos D. Horning, the former Scionco~fieticn magnzino cditor, drepped
in cn tho LiSFL elso, and caused o furoro by gucst-oditing the Juno, 1938 nurbor
of tho club magazino in normal styloe=-i.o., with all of isckermon's innovations
omitteds Though many proforrcd "Madge” (as Imngination had come to bo nicknamed)
ir this formet, it was cvidont that mmch of its charm ond atnosphoro had boen
sacrificed in the procoss. .. chaptor voto was tokon, ond by the slin morgin of
tve ballots it vins doecidod to rotain the old form,

Prior to Hornig's oxperiment, it should bo romarked, thore had boon
considorable discussion in the club as to the adviscbility of discarding “simpli-
ficd" ond 'phonotic” spclling in thc magazine, 25 well as mony othor of its ruf-
fles, Whon tho issuc wes forced, oditers Morojo ond fckerman offered te withe
drav in favor of anyonc clso who carod to edit Imagination. It vms a safo of-
for, for nonc of tho critics worc willing or ablo-~--and so the mazazine romnined
as it was. Put grondually 2 largor percemtage of tho matorial was printed in moroc
or loss standard format, writh moro cmphasis laid on clovorncss of handling thon
on uniquencss of longuapgo.

Thirtocn vas o vory unlucky mmbor for “lMadge," for with tho issuc of
that nunbor sho stumblod, sighod and gave up tho ghosts Whet wns to have boon a
megnificont annivorsary issuc dwindled dovm te o dozon pagos of roadors' lottors
and oditorial cxcuses. Too fow peoplo had beon bearing the brunt of work on tho
magezine; ond new that lekermen wns working ot irreguler hours the coordinction
of cditerial effort bocame impossiblo.

But from tho corpso of Imaegination! thero aroso o small, quartorly po-
rcodiecal composcd ertirely of readers' lettors---in short, a sort of cxpanded
version of the lindge lotter colum, which had long beon one of the most popular
of its focturcs. This now periodical was titlod Voico of the Imnapi-Nation {for
shovt, Vom),

Tho moterial on hand for publiceticn in tho nowsdefunct elub organ was
prblishod in several ncw individual titlos th-t apporred irrcgularly from time to
cila Some appoarcd in two untitlod issues of a magazine lotor named Mikros and
used Yo propoagandize the gospol of technoerscy throughcut fandoms Howcver, most
of the articles saw print in o pamphlet ontitlod iedpots Prize Manuscripts (thus
named becouso most enfries were submissions te n fon crticlc contest intonded for
*the ill-fatcd anniversary issuc). imong thom was Jack Spoer's MAftor 1930 mmme
That?e" Whatever interost Spesr had lost in profossional fentesy itsel? had beon
morc thon compensated for by his incrcased interost in fandom and tho psychology
of the fons thomsolves, In this prizcewinning ertiecle ho predicted that the first oy
world scionco-fiction convontion would mean grontor cocporation ~nd publicity '
from tho profcssional magazines and heneo an influx of new fans into the fiold
==ewhich would in turn raisc tho circulation of fon journals into the hundreds
and neecssitoto thoir using a more genoral typo of motorinl. He further conside
crad the possibility of o war ~nd its probablo results on tho ficld,

Diring its oorly numbors Imogination! had boon disliked by many. But
as tho magazinoe maintained its mimeographod format and twenty large=-sized poges
nonth after month it slowly cttained not only popularity but » cortain amount of
rospccts This wns partly duc, no doubt, to thc faoet that ~ mimcographod journad



in thosc timos of hikto wns roughly cquivalont v « pviav:3 (a0 Fe vy, (L's
domiso was marked by sincoro regrots, ovon from ~orc o3 di'q sotovost cwibios,
Yot, altho Imagination } was in point of roproduccion Lanccd of wts cime (mimeo
did not come inte goncral usage rntil clmost o voar Lutov; this modo it in a
scnsy o magazine apnrt, onc which augmented othor cetivity in the ficld rathor
than worked hand in hand with it.

CH..PTER 27
The Factions ..lign Thomsolvos

Moanvhilo tho Wollhcim-tioskowitz foud was continuing to run full +tilt,
Richard ¥ilson and Jock Gillespic atill toctored on tho tisht rcpe of diplomacy,
roalizad thoyw would probably have 4o shonso sidus, Wilson was well knovm as the
publisher of tho Scicnco Fietion Nowslecttor and vas anong the ten most pepular
Itns of the doy. Gillspic hadetimo and again attompted activity in the ficldq,
ut novor quitc cntored the stroam. He was woll lorown o Moskowitz, who had
initiatod him inte tho whys and whornforcs of fanndom much in the fashion of a
Wteh unclo, The eurious set ¢f circumstancos which lod to the open broek betwoon
thesc two ~nd loslkcwitz has many huriorous aspeets, Wilso stated in tho Seionco
Piction Dividend "It all bozan sanely cnoughe Wellhoir, Michel, Toaurasi, Gillespio
Thompson, Pohl and I gotherod ot tho hoime of fiarbert Goudket on tho night of
March 12, ' in ordor to sco our unlovely f'ceos  in the movios ho had tokon of
us thi provious Sunday.' ..ftor this visit thoy attondod a movic in Groonwich
Villnge, and after a very late cofoberia repost, Wilson ang Gillespic took loavo
of their fricnds and took the forrr to ;echawkon, K.J.., Cn impulsec thoy docidod
%o puy = vialt to koskowitz, wio lived in noerby Nowarlk, and accordingly rcachod
tho loskowltz nbode at oxnetly 5:L5 £.i..

Noithor Sam nor the othor mumbers of his fomily had any acoueintonco
viith insomniz, and whon the boll interruptod their ropose at that hour of tho
morming, speculations soarcd from such trivialitics os tho house being on firc
on up tne scalc of imnginetion. Men confrontod by Wilsen and Gillospioc, Mosk-
cwitz demrnded to lmow what urgency prompted visiting him at such an hour. With
vyes almost brirming with toors, Gillospic broko the nows that Williem Sykorn
hed "pessed on.” ligskowitz was assurgd thot this vas on irrovocable fact, having
beon ascortaincd by Jack Pubinson, vho passing tho Sykora rosidenco, had scon o
wreath of flowrs on thc door. Upon incuiring, ho hed hoen informcd of tho ovent,
ut had net, he said, inquired further 2s to the couse.

The strangunoss of the ocarly visit, the vividness of the detail ond
the noto of sorrow in their voices added up to the real licCoy to Hoskowitz, who
told tho nows to his fomily (who-lmow Sykors woll) all of whom swallowod the
story with incrcdiblc naivete and mmch symprthy. Uillospie and Wilson wore givon
rofroshmonts and offered the usc of o bed il thoy wishod te slecp, Hoskowitz now
hod evory intention of calling off the projectod Newnrk Convention, sineco it had
been Sykora's iden. .t this point, tho visitors apparently realized their prank
vas gotting out of hand, for they tricd to dissuade their hest from such an
action, EEcv.\rovor, during the davm hours whilo they sat awaiting tho world to walo
up, their romarks concerning Moskowitz, his fomily oand placo of residence wore
insultingly caustic, Nuite naturally, Moskowitz took offenso, tho ho romaincd
.'j] ,:\‘G.

~n carly moming visit wes nade to ..lox Osheroff and quitc doliboratoly
sinco ho was still annoyod by thoir behavior, lioskovritz conductod them sovoral
miles to tho rosidence of William }illor, who wos not at homs, and thon to the
tadross of Jomos Blish, which proved to be incorroct. Bxtremely woaried, the
two departod for Now York without disclosing thoir hoax,



Fortunabely Moskowitz uispatchod a lottor of condoicneo vo the £yxcrn
family on the same dey os the visit, upon roceiving it, Sykora hinsclf mnds c
quick trip to Nowork in timo to rorostall lioskowitz's intentions To dismonsto
convention proparationse. Just boforo his arrival he received sevoral soarcastic
postal cards from Gillespio o~nd Wilson, informing him of tho truthoe

The rolief fclt on loarning that Sylkors was still clive almost coancol=-
lod on cxplosion Wilscnward that would havo boon Moskewitz's normal reccticn.
Howover, ho was definitcly affocted by tho violo affair, sinco he had olwcys
played tho fon ganme naively "straight,” ond sinco this oxporionce was a sort of
climox to mony shoddy sterios ho had henrd. Proviously he hod written for Wig-
gins' Science Fiction Far ~n ~rtielo titlod "They*ro Grand," in which tho vir-
tucs of £ans in gonoral wore oxtollod to tho rkiose MNow his viows swumng to tho
other oxtromo, and ho found psycholozical rolicef in penning for Tho Scioneco Fic-
tion Colloctor =n essay "They'ro Grand--But they Have Their Faultse" Tho cppoar-
ongo of such 1linos as the following was o shock te tho fan world of 1938:

"Imagine for yourself the torrific sheck I rocoived whon upon ~cquoin-
t-nece with thase "top" fans I found ~ rumbcr of thon rocling unstondily obout,
definitely under the influonec of nleohol I tock all that in, being caroful
not to let onc cxemple influcnco ny opinien of «ll c¢thors., T mado rosorvation
for the fact that bl~ck shscp were prosont in 2ll cireles., Tho orowning blow
eame vhon I met one tine o four £2ns whom I had alwoys rospoctod, whom I thought
tromondously of, praneing crazily cbeut at 2ll hours of the night, obviously
intoxicoted or the noxt bost thing to it, Onc ves fiftcon yoears oldi In this
day, when the avorage fon 2age is higher, drunkommess is morc cormon ~nd rogerdod
more liborally, but in 19%8, whon most fars were from fourtcen te ninetoon yoors
of oge, imbibing of cleoholic boverages by fans was looken upon as outrigh® por-
vorsion==as, indood, tho law has alwnys rocognizod it for minors.”

The rosponso to this article wos rapides Both Olivor Scari and Milton
Rothmon wrote longthy roplios of snalysis and comment, concluding that Now York
fans woro not typicnl of thoso throughout the rost of the country, and chnstise
ing Moskowitz for his "horc=worship ~nd idealism." Richard Wilson had also rood
the articlc, ond, despite the fact that no nanes had boen montioned, he took it
porsonally, and stoutly donicd being a drunkard, “Hoskowitz,"said he,"is a liar.'

And honceforth all Yoskowitz publications, articlos nnd projects bogan
to roceive docidedly sour noticcs both in Wilscn's owm publications and in thoso
whoro his influonce was considorablecs For somo months Moskowitz madeo no roply,
but whon silenece and attompts to smoothh out differonces aliko did not ~ltor Wile
son!s attitudo, Moskowitz took stops which woro dircetly rospeonsible for cutting

dovm Tho Scicnce Fiction Neows Lettorts influence in the ficld, and in scmo motsurc

prompting its oventucl discontinuoncc.

HMocnwhile, Will Sykore, still atbompting to roaffirm his nowly-won foot-

hold in tho fan ficld, did not content himsolf meroly with the boliof thot Mos-
kowitz would enrry out with him plans for o scionce=fiction convontion. Ho con~

tinuod to probo incossantly for other possibiliticse VWhen it soomed that Sticke
ney would suspond publication of The lmatour Corrcspondent, Sykora wirote te Vil-
1is Conovor, and inguircd if h¢ still had tho rights to tho title Fantasy Mago=
zino, ond proposing, if so, th~t it be continucd with Conovor os editor and ho

businoss managors For o short time it appoarod that somo progross in this dirce«
tion was going to be mode; but as soon o5 Stickney camght wind of thosc plans ho

promptly announcod that he himself intended to continuo The Jmatour Corrcnspondent

(though he never netunlly did), ond sinec tho lotter titlo wos tho succossor
£il1ling Fantosy lMagazine's obligations, Sticknoy probebly hed logal grounds for
spiking Sykora's rovivel plens had ho chosen to do so. In nny ovont, nothing
further over camc of tho mattor,.

Nothing dauntod, Sykora noxt fteackled a mettor vibront with potenticli-
tics for disastcre He sot nbout to prove that the dissolution of the ISA had
boon accomplished illegallys Ho orgonized what he tormed "tho ISA Commitico for
Roorganizntion.” Robort liadle wos contacted cnd offared the prosidoncy of tho

1
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rosurroctod club, kadle was amcnablc to the suggostion, end supporsod the idex
in an oditorial in the lorch '38 issuo of Fantoscionco Digest. But tho sur-
priso camc whon Sykora announcod that ho had contacted mombors of tho old IS.
and alledged to have in his posscession signod statements from a majority offirm-
ing vhat thoy had had ne voiee in tho dissolution of the groupe

Sykora's clainms were naturally thoroly nlarming to tho Wollhoin footion
which ho held rcspensiblo, Tho result was concortod action ogainst him by theo
Committec for the Political “dvancoment of Scicnco Fietion {CFP.ST) tho group into
vhich such leftist inelinod fans as Wollhoim, Michel, Lovmdes, Pohl, Rubinson,
Dockweiler, Cohen znd others, had united shortly aftor tho Philadelphia Convontion
for the purposcs cf propagandizing Hicholisn and similar purposcs. Sykora was
ill preparod for countering their actions.

Hext, Sykora announced tho formction of tho Scicntific Cinomn Club of
Now York (vhosc function in all probability was in all probability a front for
IS4 rovival activitios) and named January 20 1938 as the dato for a got togothor
meoting. ot this mecting, thoro would be shorm a rovival of the scicncs fietion
film "Tho Lost World" as woll as o short fantasy cortoon and a film showing IS4
activitios in tho past. (the rockotry oxporinents)

On the schodulod Sunday the moeting took place at Bohemion Hell, tho
sitc of tho Now York fan convention of the previous year. Soveral fans from Now
York wore present as woll as o delugation from Philadelphin composod of Agnow,
kindlo and Boliadonis. After the showing of tho films, Goudket and Foin prosided
over o discussion of plens for o local clvb whoso solo sinterest would bo the
production of an amatcour “scicntifilm,”

Only a short bif of "fhe Lost World" had boun showm, howevor, whon
tlarry Dockveilor, influcreed by liberal imbitions of alcoholic bevornge, bogan
to misbchave, His actions became so amoying that o polico officor had to bo
surmiencd to romove him from tho hall, Fohl docided o loavo with him. If Dock-
weilers action had boon promptod by 2 dosiro to disrupt tho mecting (which I
doubt) cortainly the expedicnt had been foiled by surmoning tho lawe But theo
CP.8F did not have to rely on sueh crude devicos; it had far subtler devicos at
it's commnnd,

Whon Sykora walked infec the noxt mecting of the club at the homo of
Goudlrot, ho founf himself confronted by a major delegation of his opposition
m the porsons of Wellheim, Michel, Fohl, Gillespic and Lowndes. The only ono
prosent with tho oxception of Goudket that lic could count on as favoring him,
wns kario Racic Jre.. Shockod by this turn of ovents, Sykora rofusod to moot tho
rnombers of the CP.SF, and retired to anothor room. No amount of argumont cculd
ocrsuade him thot those fons worc sincero in their desire to 2id in tho product-
ion of o fantasy film. And, in dosperation, ho threatenod to rosign from the
organization should thoy be clectod. Thoy wero clceted, hewever, Sykora promptlv
resignod, prcdicting that tho club would be dostroyed by the sctions of tho now-
comors, and promising te roturn t- Goudket nfter the inovitable disruption and
start ancw.

This prophoecy matorinlizod with clock-like precision at the follow-
ing mecting of the Scicnbific Cincema Clubt in Junc, whon it was rosolved to
disband thc elub. Unable to rosigt the opportunity to placo this too, on the
shouldors of Sykora, members bomoanad "tho manipulations by which ho had crassly
arrangeod to reimburso himself" for tho barc oxponsos of shewing "Tho Lost World
at tho cxponsc of the club troasury.

Eut Sykora had not waited for the disbandment boforo striking cut anow
on his own. In early kay 1938, hc lrunchod o club lmovn as the Sciontifilmakors,
and ovon distributod onc issuo of it's orgon (The Sciontifilmokor) at tho con-
vontion hold the samo month. Tho back cover of the megazinc carrisd em nd for tho
184, which was charccterizod as “"rover legally dissolved!” In tho samo number
vias on article, with disgrams, "Hake Your Own Cartoon Movies" by Jamss Tourasi.
Zvon moro portincnt, however, wns Sykora's oditorial "$hat I Have Don To Get
lMotropolis® In this, he claimed to havo failed in his attonpts to procure o
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print of that famous fantasy film originally produced in Gornany 11 yoors
beforc, tut stated that ho had begun negotintions with UFL, tho original
mekers. This romark was to have lator roporcussions, as wo shall seo.

CH..PTZR 28
The First National Scionce~Fiction Convention

s1tho -loskowitz ond Sykera had tho cormon dosiro to sponsor o succcss-
ful convention, and tho fact that both had been attackod by Wollheim, thoy had
cooperated 1ittle herctoforo. ioskowitz had donc nothing to nid tho-proposod ISA
rovival, other than announcing irn his magazine Holios that Sykors~ intended to
roesurrcet ite. Ho wes not, ~t that time, nctually aware of many of the curronts
of fon politics thot cddied about him, and maintained a patontly naive and
idealistic attitudc toward both thc convention and fons' actions in generale On
his part, Sykera offered little or ne enlightonmont to Moskowitz prior to the
convention, not oven advising him rogarding tho trouble ho was having with Woll-
heims These facts should be kopt in mind by the rondor as wo 1ift the curtain on
evonts transpiring at the Nowork conventione

As this gathoring provod to be the most succossful up to that timo on
the basos of both nttondance and program, i% bchoovos us to consider in soro do-
tail the proparaticns precoding it,

Nowerk hnd been favored os the convention sito for several reasonse
First of 211, it wes o city close orcugh to Eew York to assure maximm attendanco
from that sourco, os woll os being noar Fhilcedolphia, homo of the PSFS., Socond-
1y, since many Now Jersoy namcs had beon noted in fontasy magazine roaders! cole
ums, it was hoped that mony of thesc could be lured to a local sito, Thirdly,
Moskowitz's work on the convention vould be facilitated, sinece he lived in Now-
arks Finally, priccs wore genorally lowor thore thom, for oxanmple, in Kow York:
as a critorion, thc well=-kopt Slovak Sokol Hall (which was finally choson as tho
nccting placc) which boasted two podiums and soats for o hundred pooplo was ob-
tained for tho modost sum of throe dollars.

Originally it had boon intonded to hold a threoc- 2y conventions Ulti-
mately, howover, this idon wrs discardod. Instead, a ona-day affair that would
not try (as proviously announced) to be as rmch of an ond in itself as o trial
for judging tho foasibility of <« longer, world convontion in +9%9 was docidod
upon, Originclly, too, tho provision of 2 cezmlobtu dinncr for ationdeos was cone
temploted; but in view of the hopoed-for largo attendance a tuffot vwns schedulod
in its placos Even tho titling of the offair had previded food for thoughts In
carly stoagos of plarming "'Tho First Hational Fantnsy Convontion” was considerod
suitablo; Tt evontuclly this altered to "The First National Seienco-Fiction
Convention," it being felt thot the word "fantosy” might load people to miscon-
struc the scopo of the gathoring, .o oloborato printed progran (such os lator
conventions featured) wns vatood on the grounds of tho difficulty that would be
oncountored in obtaining ~dvertisomonts to support it considoring thc cconomic
state of tho country ot that timo,

Publicity for tho convention wns disscriinatoed in the form of posters,
mimcographed circulors and noticss in fan megazines. In the fan pross this waos
poorly organized, tut vhat did apponr containod the proper appoal, Helios ran
sizoable notices in its fifth nnd sixth issucs; Tourasi's Cosmic Tales publishod
another; ond a convention flyer, The First National Fentasy Bullotin, was circu-
latod emong FAPA members. For the first time o convontion wes advortiscd by pro=-
fossionally printod posters, which woro displayod in Newark and Now York T scuns,
librarios and schoolss Thosc furnished cssonticl information about tho affair
in compact, oyo-catching mannor, ond arc known to havo baen rosponsiblce for lur=
ing ot least two visitors to thc hall. But the most important doviec utilizod
to attract attendecs wore tho eirculars, which wore mailod to a large list of
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noar~by fanse Those dwrow She :row? Moy inclucced o hrief dcseriplior ol tlo
affair (with o program), «§ exnlontion of fthe ciale evory ronder cather, ont-
ist, cditer and fan hnd in the conwermiicn, ard complobc travelling instiuchions.
Tho writing, limecographing cad moiling of thoso es.oilar- wme wbdirely tho weork
of Sykorae It will be noticod that thorc wes ne publicity whabsoovor in waa Dro=
fossional fentosy publicationse This should not bo surprising, incsmich as rap-
prochoment between the fans mnd profossionals had not as yot boen consurmeotode In
faect, the convontion proposed te do thot very thing.

It was onnouncod that sponsorship of the convontion wns tho joint pro-
joet of Helios, tho Seicntifilmakors ~nd tho IS, Committco for Roorganizatione==
but this wos the vericst damoufl-gu, for tho tnsk was pure and simple tho DOr=
son~l burdorn of Sykora aond Moskowitz, -

% first Sylora had intonded to pay the sntiro bill for tho convontion
and not try in any fashion %o retricve his menoy; but, promptcd by tho urgings
of' Hcskovritz, ho doecided to mnke somo attempt to cover the expenses, In thoso
deys, whon fans worc avid collectors of thoir little amatour journals and stocp
pricos worc paid cven Tor anncuncement circulars, selling fon megezinosams a
possiblity to bo censidered. But whore could these "o obtained T HMoskowitz con-
coived tho answorg have fans publish thom.,.magozinos of not loss thon twelvo
p2gos, in fifty copy oditions. Those would bo sont to the convention spensors,
and in oxchange overy pubiishor would reccive a copy froe of cvery othor mag,
similarly contributed. .plus o promiume..this boing o bound sct of oipht issuos
of :ilox Oshoroffs Scicnee Fiction Scout. Bxeess copios would bo sold.

This plon had srcmendeus appoal to distont fans who had no hope of
being prosont, yot who all wut wioph o the thought of having a dozen or more
mogezinos missing from their coiloetions. The respeonse was immodicte, ..ckorman
contributed Baroque, Yagatales, Irobdingnagion, o pamphlet for attondees suto-
graphs. lorconotto turnod out an issuo of Scionti-Snaps. Wiggins produced tho
Soionec Fiction Conventionecr, Madle brought ocut Cosmos, Wilson publishcd the
Convention Cricr. Conadion fon Hils H, Frome holte'd a Fantasy Pictoricl.
licPhail sont in Stf and Noncsonsensce Thompson contributcd o shert story titlaed
Tho Magic Drug of Witeh Doctor Booge Taurasi submitted Wond r Fietion .nrmal,
Larry B. Farsaoi mimco'd a collcetors mag, Fantostic. Both Sykora and Moskovritz
had thoir convention journals, Sciontifilmaker and Difforont. Even tho CPASF
neribors canc thrm with the Seience Fiction ..dvance and Rejoetcd. Convention
Cormittcocsncither of vhich wes c-lculatdd to do the gothering ~ny good.

The auction idon wns usced for the first time at a fan convontion whon
& contribuiion of pro fentosy publicctiens wias roceived from Forrost dckormon.
In deephering .ckermens ~mbijpucus wording and spclling cceontricities it wans
und rstood that half the money recoived Trom auctioning thoso itoms wms to bo
applicd To defraying conventien cxpenses and that the othor half Lekerman would
accopt in the form of convention public~tions. In viow of the fact that ho yms '
a dealer who beught and sold such itons, this aprocment arpeared perfoctly °
understondnble, But, whon it had been fulfillod in this way, Ackermon wroto
soskorritz indignontly:

"My mooning was: 50% Jof tho salos 1 was Ho recoive in eash to offsot
my oxpenditurcs, U lkccp the other & and send mo fonmags, I'11 concede it's
concclvable T coudve intorpreted "fonmags” s Convontion megs; what I really
had in nind, however, was issucs of Helios =nd othor duplieates in Ur possossion,
In other werds, if U disposod of my stuff at 35 I got 41.50 and U had the Oppor=
tunity te sell me 51450 worth of Ur stuff for Ur trouble. {(fun) I wonder how U
vioudvo disposcd of all of those conmegs if U hodnt unloaded m on me ? Scriously,
I shell rcally scandolize you in, scicnecdictionnl circles, Samiel, letting all
the lads Imovra i L

Tho above quotation will give tho resder a brief idon of tho difficultics undoy
which corrcspondence writh Jclormon opeorated at that time. Moskowitz rofuscd to
romit him furthor considoration, mointeining that S.ckorman's originel lotiter
sugposting the agrocmont, wo ld rcrain in his filcs as ovidenco that his intor-
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pretotion had boen reasenable; uany e confiri®ution bal buen unsollcited; nad
that, cven without lckermans consributions, the cxtepd convention journals would
ave found roady buyers. He rcturnod to ..ekorman, affcr somo delay, a copy of the
first issuo of Imagination! which had not been sold ot the auction. (Ackerman
hod intimnted that Moskowitz intonded to kcop and ovontually soll this item for o
small forbunce) This oxchonge was tho foundation of the anti-Moskowitz attitudo
beld by .ickormon thoncoforthe

4s luck would have it, the woathor was oxquisito on Sundey, May 29th,
But this was small consolation to tho fingornail-biting convontion gommittco, as
by thrce hours beforc convontion time, no one had yot arrived at the hall, This
lack of carly-birds was o matbor of grave concorn, for ot past gotherings fons
usunlly arrilvod many hours in advencos it two o'clock, ono hour bofore starting
time, a scant fiftoon poople had put in thoir appearanco. Thus arrivel en tho
scene of nstounding Scionce-Fiction's now cditor, John W, Campbell, Jr., was tho
camsc of morc trepidation than rejcicing, if this skimpy showing was tho boss
thot could bo mades  Campbell's rurmur of "Better than I oxpoctod,” (which mirht
havo roferrcd cithor to the ~ttendanee or thou hall) wons notod with unoasinesse
Twentyfive attondecs cppoared vow the moexirum.to bo hoped fora. Tho abmy tly, just
20 ninutes bofore commoncoment time, n voritabdle cloud-burst of pooplo convorgod
oen the hall. The scene grew with amazing speed %o tho aspocts of 2 mob. Thoro
was o wild meleo of talking, drinling, :csticulating, photo snapping fans. Tho
100 soats fillod up ~lmost aimmediately ond o mass of standoes bogen to assombdle
in tho rear of the hall, 1t was fontastic, it was unbolcivablo...but in the
vicinity of 125 people were jarmcd inte the room ! More fans thar had attonded
all past conventions put “Sogother !

Thoy hed torned cut from cvery ncerby stote, N.Y., Mass,, Pao, Dol. ,
ild., R.I,,Vt., Faing, N.H., it was virtuzlly o Yho's “ho showing of past, prosont
and futurc fandem. Fros wero likewisc well representcd, among them cuthors Otis
sdelbery Klinc; Eande Binder, L. Sproguc de Camp, Frank Bellmap Long, lenly
Wade Wellmon, Lloyd a. Eshbach and John Di Clark; in addition to Campboll
Mortimor Weisingor {sditor of Thrilling ¥ondor Storics) wa prosont, and with
him, Leco Marpgulios, oditorial dircetor of Standard Publications.

This last minute onrush of fans rasultod in the convention-boing ¢~llod
to ordor half an hour lato. 4t 3:30 F.M. Chairman Moskovitz rappod the govel
on the speakors stond. Robort Bindle, taking tho place of Baltadonis (who was too
i11 o attend) rcad tho minutos of the third Eastcrn Scionce Fiction Convention
held in Philadolphia the provieus year. Then tho cheirman launched inte the
wolcoming addroesse -He cmphnsised the fact that presont woro reprosontatives of
cvary category in the ficld...publishor, oditor, author, ~rtist, reador, activo
fan, secionco hobbyist. This, he miintaindéd, was tho ideal opportunity for ironing
out misunderstondings.,

Sykora, tho first spoakor on the progran, sworved from thc swocping
gonornlitios of the chairman's addross. Ho cmphasisod that the large gathering
before him assured the suecoss of o world sci nee fiction cenvention. He preoposcd
that such a major cvent bo held in conjunction with the Werlds Fair in Now York
City in 1939, ith thc ~ctive ccoporation of 1l partics concornod, there wore
virtunlly no limits to tho possibilitios cffercd.

Rothmon, the chairmen of tho two provicus Fhiladolphia convontions,
cxpondod still further these possibilitics, and thon veered into o talk drowing
an analogy betwcon the past histories of musie and scienco fiction. Ho concluded
by assorting that ho felt a goldon ago was in prospoct for both.

Inspired by this support, Sykora movod that tho chairman be givon powor
to appoirt o temporary or nermancnt committce to 1~y the groundwork for such an
cvent. This motion arouscd gencrnl comiont, Goudkot asked if cditors would plcdge
their aid to o 1939 World Convention. fhe chair romarkod that it would be unfoir
Yo cocrec the editors inte 2 hasty decisione Goudkot thon moved thot tho motion
be tabled for later discussion. Horc occurrad o poculiar ovent that hos often
boon misintcrproted./Moskowitz hnd novor hoard the oxpression "tobled" boforc.,
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Befuddlod, ho reqestod Goudket te ropont his words, which Goudlet did tc nc bot-
ter cffects Moskowitz then conceded his position to Sykorn, undor whose chairmone
ship tho motion wos passeds lMoskowitz aftor this reassumod the chair,

Campbell, thu feeturc spocker, was thon introducode His topic arousoed
#uch surpriso: he was going to sponk abeut scionco=fiction fandome For the first
timo on oditor was publicly ~clmowlodging tho oxistonco of such an ontity. Camp=-
bcll outlined his views of an inner cirelc of f~ns {the lettor-writors, amatcur
publishors and parbicipants in ~ssociated cctivitios), and the outer circle of
fons (thoso who wore morcly roadors), He announcod his intention of aiding
this imnor eirelo by offoring te print in "Brass Tacks" (Astounding's rocdors
colurm) o lettor of what amountcd to froc advertising to -any fan publication that
could support an cxpanding oudionces (This weould of coursc oxeludo heltographod
jourrels,.) Also ho wos henestly intorosted in obtaining moro of thoso amotour
poriodicalse .Ais this and lator cvents proved, Campbell was undenicbly a vory
roal fan himsolf, Ho answerod Goudkot's quostion anont editoricl support for a
1939 world conventien by implying thot he was ready to support the offorts of any
generally rocognizod group to sponsor such an cvent.

In tho addreoss of Hert Weisinger which followod, howecver,therc were no
such qualifications, He pledgod that Thrilling Wondor Storics would givc such o
convontior o preminent advortiscment at ne cost. Thon ho rovonlod thot plans
woro afoot to puboish o companion magnzine to Thrilling Wonder, This proposod
magazing would specinlize in printing full-length novels, and Stanley Woinboum's
"Block Flame” was thon under corsidersticn for wso in it,

Geudket cxpressed a fow definitoly uncorplimentory cpinions of tho Sci=-
onco Fiction Loaguc, ond acsked Weisingor whot would be dene to remedy the stag-
nent status inte which it h-d deterior~ted. Weisingor ropliod somewhat cvasive-
ly that 2 remedy would be npparcnt in the next published cclurm,

A Tifteen~minutc rceess wms c2llod, and motion picturae projoctors were
sct une Then the showing of the schuduled films bogane First thore wms o "Stan-
lcy Ink" cartoon portraying ~ trip to liors. Noxt on the program was o short pice
ture illustrating Einstcin's thoory of relotivity, ~nd closc upon tho hoele of
this o comedy titled "Alladdin and tho Wondorful Lamp." Prosentation: of tho mnin
foature, "The Lest World," had to be torminated aftor Piftecn mimites bocause of
the dulliness of the silont film tochnigue =nd the poer print that had boon obtainods

An intormissicn wns cnlled and buffot refroshments brecught ine. Theso
might have sorvod 2 maxirum of f£ifty pcople, but under tho onslought of 125 the
rosult was so farcieal as to inspir. Richnrd Wilson's article "Way Dovm East"
(published in Imngination for July, 1938), Undor tho heeding of "The Battlc of
tho Buffet" he relotod o very funny ~nd painfully authentic nccount of his at-
tonpts to assuago the urgings of the inner men,

During this intermission o tolsgram was reveived from tho nevily=-pub=-
lishcd Marvel Scicnec Storics in which its cditors asked for an account of the
conventicn for publication nnd wished attondeos "an offective and onjoyable"timo,
The How York Times also tolephonod for information, but neithor periodical cver
actuclly published news of tho offair. .. short squib in o Long Isinnd paper wos
thu closust thing to o profossiona} writc-up the convontion obtained.

ofter the gathering had again been ealled to order Sykora, aeting as
mastor of culogios, introduccd many of the colcbrotics proscnte, Thosec introduce
tions and the romarks thoy promptcd combined to moko ono of the most intercsting
and suceessful ports of the progrom,

After the oulogios wore over tho noxt itom on the agonda was fan busi-
ncss. .nd antieipating trouble, the professionels bogan their hasty doparturc,
Thoy had ampleo justification for concurn, since CPLSF nmombors presant had como
well loadod with ammunitions Meskowitz had bouen handed (as convention booklets)
by Wollhcim -nd liichol The Scicnec Fiction Advance and Rejected=-Conventicn Come-
mitteo, the lattur beoring the subtitlo "Speoches by Donald i Wollhoim and John
8. Fichol Suppressed by the Committoc of the Newark Convention.” Both of thoso
wore placod on s2lc at the officinl toble with ~l1 othor convention publicaticns,.



(Mdvones sold ocut completely, ~md Wellheim ¢f course recoivod o sobt of +the pIe=
rniscd booklots in cxchrnge for its submissicne Rejoctod failing to soll, ILiichel
agreed for it to bo given 'way; he wrs denicd 2 sot of booklots, howovor, when ho
later claimcd undistributcd copics.)

Prior to the eenventicn a rule had boen stipulotced te the offcct that
2ll spcechos should be submittcd in advonce tc the convention cormittoc. Both
of thoso two speeches hod buon rojected for specific and fair roosons. Wollheim's
talk, "Scicneo Fiction ~hd Scicnoc,™ had boen cxeluded becruso it containod pas-
scges which might offend Campbell, tho featurs sponker, who had » tochnicrl odu-
cation for oxomple:

"Docs = mon study scionoc in high scheol and celloge, master - BeD., an M,S,., or
finally porhaps a PhoD, only to become the aditor of a pulp megazine? Why did ho
not ntilizo this hard won technienl kmowledgo te pursuc o resoorch corcerfessoss
Thoe answer is casy but snd. Socicty had no place for this traincd mindeeeses"
ichel's proposcd specch, "The Fesition of Sciocnco Corcletive te SeicnceFiction
md tho Prosent and Dovoloping Internaticnal Economic, Politiczl, Social angd
Cultural Crisis," wos rojocted becruse it wes considorad too dull nd tooc far rc-
noved from prebeble inturcsts of atbendecs. Tho follow are typieanl passagos from
it:

Tho dinlcctic is o proccss roesulting from the conflicts of tho varicd intorcsts
of humanity which conlescos the nchulous foreos rolensed by thoso conflicts into
& rigid throad running through history which dotormines irrcveeably the courso
of humen affairs ond vhich losts ns long ~s copposing interests oxist in human
intorcourscz,

N D

“Thig (the perversicn of scicnes te war) is duo entiroly to the econemic Contra-
dictions of the present cconomic system, nomcly capitalism. On cvery hand theso
contradictions coppear, throttling the wiry lifc out of sciontific roscorchs"
~1so in tho booklct with thesc twe speechus was on oxccedingly uncomplimentary
cditoricl regarding the convention ~nd its sponsers.

Thc Scivnce Fiection dvance, officinl rogan of thc Micholistic CP.\SF,
was simply on casy=-stogu educction in comrunism. s such, it was by 1938 stond=-
ards blatantly obvious, theush todey, vhen meny socinlistic tenets have been moro
thoughtfully cvrlunted by sober 1iberals, it would scer quitc mild. This issuo
centained o cartorn-illustrated poenm by Pohl poking fun ot Moskowitz, Sykora and
Speer in docidedly unpleasent fashien,

But this wos rot 2ll, In ~ddition, CP.SF mombors distributed by hand
four diffcrent leaflets. Onc protestod the dischargo of a Thrilling Wondor Stcrics
printer who wns o mombor of the CI0, _meother, aimed tc counteract the possibility
of Sykorn's debating tho legality of the ISL dissolution, announccd tho formation
of an organization titled "Frionds of tho I8i"; this group wns opposod to "tho

' offorts of thesc whe would willingly distort to solfish ~nd iniric~l cnds tho
history of the ISA and the frets concornming it,” otes 4 third circular askod
fans Yo voto for kiichol as president of the FAPL on a froc spooch, froo pross and
no censorship platforms ‘nd the last of tho quartet ecentined lyrics by Michel
titled "Scicnce Fiction Intornctionale” which werc to be sung to the tunc of "The
Intornationalo.”

st ne time wns an attompt of ~ny noture made te curtail tho distribu-
tion of all this CPiSF litoraturc, which quitu cobvicusly wns not caleculateod to
promote a harnonicus gathering, This pertinent foet sheuld bo Yopt in ming when
onc remombors the lator chorges of “dictatorship” ~nad "supprossicn" thet were
1ounched at the convention <nd its spensers,

Sykora conductod the business portion of tho convention, sinco obvi-
ously ais knowledge of porliamentary procedurc was superior te that of Moskovitze
Sykora first spoke of the noecssity of hnving ~ spocinl group formed to sponsor
the proposcd 1939 convention. Devid Fyle, agreeing, moved that an organization
to be formed for this purpcse; the motion vms earricd unanimously, a fowr not
voting.

Immcdintcly following this, ~ncther metion w~s made te thu cffcet th-t



o tomporary cermittoc be apperntod by the acking choirman to work «n the priliio
and that this tenporary committoe Le invested with tho power to cheosc o porma-
ent corriittoc of at least twornty mewbirs, b this point it was rocalled th-t o
similar cormittec had -lready boen oppeinted at $ho sccoend conventicon in Now Yorlk
in Fubruary, 1937, This cermittoc hod dono virtuzlly nothing in the interim. Sy-
Vore stotpd that if o mojority of these present wveted for tho motion on the floor
the ¢ld cermitte would cutomatie~lly bo disbanded, since such ~ majority would
cxcocd in rumber thesu who veted tc cronte tho original cemmittco. Upcn boing

put to 2 voto, tho metien wos thon passod with only » few disscnteors,

Sykera appointed Goudket, Fein, Kubilus, Moskowitz ond himsclf tec this
committoo, It might be montiecnced thnt of those tho first threo named had proved
thomsclvos gonorally more friendly te the CP.SF thon to Sykorn. Kyle protested
the cheico on the grounds that there was e group prosont (tho CPASF) not repro-
sontcde Sykora roplicd that in bocosting scioncc-fictinn ho reccognizod no group
distineticns, ~nd that in ~ny cvent scveral cther fretions prescnt, such 25 tho
Philadelphia fans, wero lilkowise unroprosenteds But sinec this committce was
temperary in nature, he s~id, such faults---if foults they worc---could be reom-
sdicd when the permenont momborship w~s appointodes This discussicn might have
procacded further hrd not lex Oshereff mevod for ~djournmont; this meticn wns
carriod, ~nd the group hegnun to disband.

This officinl c¢lesing wns fcllowed by tho first cucticn cvor held ot o
scionce~fiction convontion., Yeskewritz, wthe wns te be s.en in this rolo in loter
years, officicteds By the stondords £ deduy, whon many bocutiful ~nd valuoblo
originnal drawings, groat pilos of rore fentnsy magozinos ~nd bocks, =nd unususl
colloctors! itoms of avery ceort rrc ccrmonploco sights at such ~ffairs, this ine
itizl amction, at which o smnll box filled with fan nogazines wes the main nt-
traction, moy appocr oxtremely modest. Yot in thosc dopressien yoars fons whistlod
in amazemert to hear two dollars bid for - sot of twenty stills from films, or
tho bidding on issucs of The Timc Troveller ~né Science Ficbion Digest risc to o
doller 2 copye . ndvertisomont for 2 West Const ffan journnl on ~ singlo sheot
of papor vwias knoclod dowm ot fifty conts, on bids rnisod o ponny ot e time, Sim=
iloy sclling prices provoilcd -n tho other rare itoms. Yot dospitc this the con-
vention wms o finoncial fedlure, nppreximately twenty-five dollars hoving beon ox=
pended, ~nd cnly fiftcon regoincde The deficit was footod by Sylkorn.

Befors ond during thoe auctien mony evonts of politiecl significoncoe had
been transpiring, The zrcup hoadod by Wollheim hnd beon giving its circulers the
widest possible circulnticn. Dnvid Kylo had vwitton a pctiticn. prostostin: ngaine
st mothods used for choosing the comiittoce (spokon of abowe) in the blonk poages of
the conventicn cutcgraph book Borome, Bagetrles, Brobdingnagione With this ho sc=
licitod signaturos, obtaining many from the clgsest friends of Sykern and Eeske=
witz, whe in mcst instamees hnd no idea thnt they wore signing o petition,sinco
he never bethercd te cxplain that ho was doing mero thon scliciting cutographss

The petition thus obtuined was duly notarized, ~nd Froderick Pochl ot a latcr date .

dologated tc show it to wvnricus New Yor!: seicnce~fiction mogozine cditors. [
Tho farercaching ccnscquonces of tho First Fatisnel Seience-Fictien -

cenvontion have novaer been clearly deline~ted. Today fons rond of ~ gathering

with 125 attendees ond tend te regnrd it as o freckish develepment in an others- H

wice orderly history., The sele rocsen for this is tho frntasticclly pecor nows

covorago the affair roccived. [
The cne woclkly journnl in the fivld 2t the timc ¥ms Richard Wilsen's '

Scionoc Fiction Hews-Lottore Wilson hnd attendod tho conventien, published Tho ‘

Scionco Ficticn Crior fer distributicn therc, and hnd shevm himsolf sufficicntly ®

intcrostod in the cvent to print, boforchand, such derogatory ramarks ns It

probably vien®t be worth whilo," His wockly was in its twenty-sixth issuc 2t con- )

vontion time, ~nd subscribers lookod forword to the twonty--scventh~~June lith-- /

mnmbor, which mirht ronsonably be cxpocetcd te enrry an ncecount of tho ~ffair.But .
when thoet number appenrod its untiro spacc was found te bo devotcd te roviowing i
in detnil the cenventicn borkleots, Noither did the Twonby -cishth mmbar have o |
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single linu apprepcs ¢ ecrverticn, boing dovotod instend mrinly to o rowvioy of
tho latost FIPL mailing. Parsacxucelly, Wilson's article "Wey Dovm East,” which

has buon montionod cu:uigr in this chapter, eentaincd more inform~tion cbout tho
conventirn thon did his evm journol. .

Thus it hoprorod thot o nogazine vhich did not appoar until fully o
nonth aftor the cvent hnd o nows scoop of the convontion., This wos MePHnil's
nmineographod Rocket, o quarterly FAPA poricdical, Yot ovon horo the bulls of tho
account was devoted to o dozeription of tho wrangling of varicus factions over
tho choico of fans for thé $comporary conventicn committco, Still lator tho Junow-
July, 1938 issuc of Tho Scronce Wistion Colluctor published rn unsignod commen-
tory titlod “"Cormonts on the Convertion,” which took it for grantod that =11 role- ™~
cvant facts wore already available, ~nd montionod meroly the "lovlights" of the |
grtherings Not until the lenge-delayed lost issue of Holics “ppocred almost throc
months lator with scvon pages of portinent information did fendem have o well-
rounded picturec of whuot hod tremspircd.  Sinec neno of the Journals namod abovo
had = circulaticon cfl mers thean fifty, $he passing yonrs h-ve screonod tho impert-
"t influenco of a cenvorntion thot bemsted ~n cttendonce of twico ns nany fons
as thore werc belioved te bo in neiive frndom at that periods

The subscquort nccount in the SFL column of Thrillin; Wonder Storios
for Octobor, 1938 centrincd tho only widely-circulrrizod ~ccount the convontion
roceiveds /nd oddly encugh, this aceccunt wes contributed. without tho Imcvledgo
¢f thoe conventicn cemmittoc, by cno of its oppenents, whe 1-belled the pathering
the Fourth Eastorn Scions: Piction Conwvention in an effort o minimize its impor=-
tancus although the designotion “First ilotionnl Scicnee Ficticn Convention® did
cventuclly triumph, there was for o timo o fiold-day for advecates of tho vhob!se
in-ae=narno? philoscphy,

By the statements of cooperation drowm frem cditors of professionsl fon-
tasy migazinos this convontien was vitally importont in redirceting the intcrost
of fendom from the fanc themsclves dback to the professionnls. Just os surcly its
vory sizo and genercl alr of success cenvincod the ¢ditors that fandom vns not
withcut its potent influence, ~nd that it would bo wise net to disrogard it, Fia-
nally, it wms a new typs of activity thnot diffcrontinied the newor fendom fronm
the ¢lde Thoe Frntasy Mugeszine goun hod producod pudblications which its follow-
6rg worc unadblc e motch; tho nower fans preoduccd ceonventions, which their for-
benrs hud nover dored to attompt, ~nd which os o factor for bocsting scioncu-
fiction worc infinitely suporier in rongs of inglucrco.

Chapter 29
The FAPA Elgotiens of 1938

Tha Fontnsy imatout Fross Lssocinticn hnd worlod under o tomporary slato
ef officors until such time s the momborship bocamo large on-uzh to varront a
general sloctien. Denzld oo Wellhoinm was prosident, nnd he also cssumod the due
tics of socretory whon Willinm I, Lillor, Jr. rosignod that office. Danicl Mo-
Fhail wes vicoe-prosid:ont, nnd John B. Michol officiacl aditore
fy the time tho third mniling was dispatched (Docember, 1937) tho mone
borship totnllod twenty-onc. Though this wns less than half the crgcnizetion’s -
intendod roster of fifty, the fns included were »f such pronminence in tho ficld *
2t the time that it was deeided on clcetion could ronsonably be holde Tho elce=
tioncoring vmas cf tho mildest sort, fow boyond tho eandidstos thomsolvos focling
ruch oxcitomint--~or oven intorost--—-in tho cutcome. Wollhoim, virtunlly unop-
poscd, casily rcetoined tho prosidenticl pest with fiftoen votss in e mtrast 6o
scven votes distribuboed ameng £ive cth.r “writc-in” condidntos. lePhoil oied out
= closc wvictery ov r Roburt .., ilndlc, polling cloven tallots te the i~%icr's ton.
John V, Baltndonis casily dofoctod o quartot of weuldebo scervtary~Srocsurers by
o sixtoon-to-six count. Finally, Frocdorick Pohl took tho offici~l coitcrshis fron
Michel, twelve vetcs to ninc-
Superficially there vms littlo wrong with this cloctions=~save tho fact
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ctes had bocn eost for wwo of the officos. Thos, togothor witl t 3
hoin and appoint.d throo of his closo fricnds as hrllet-countors--Poal .
- son nd Micholeeeousod o mild rurmble from tho Philndolphin facticn. Tomporerit:
t romaincd subducd, howover, for not cnly wns theore but one tolly whoere o siarl
votc would have changod the result, bat all cvidonce was in New Yorlk.

48 has boen previously printed out, the FAPL was, in the varly part of
1938, on opon avenuc which wes froquontly ftraversod by politicnl nencuverings of
tho ficldse The orgonizeticn wnas still = long way from being =~ fandom within a
fendems  Thus many of the broadsides occasionad by the WellhoimeMoskowitz fuud
had been circul~ted in the moilings, which hnd ~lnost become ~ major vo'4legraund
for the twe coentestants ~nd their supportors. Jeck Spoor, it will bo remomberod,
had just sprurg activoly into the fray, . nd it was undor thesc firobr-nd infiu-
enees that the FiPL meved towards clecticns in June, 1933.

Net surprisingly, then, this sceend olection w s far difforent from the
first, Thero wms nc laexadnisisnl attitudo on the part of the mombers; rathor,
bitterness and strifc predominated. Eoch zreup and facticn socmod to feol that
it hd desper~to rensen te sce the othor dofeatoed,

The enti-Wollbeoin Zredien wae growing, -nd it filed s candidate for
prosident John Baltadonis, imicnsuly pepular nnd one of tho most prominont faons
of tho dny. Wollheir, confronted by a constitutionsl provision of his ovn dovise
ing which did not permit ~ FLPL merioer to bo elcebed to the same office twice in
a poriod of five yeonre, drekod has friond Michel for tho pest. Olon F. Wiggins
also filed,

Baltadenis issucd o fourennged helbographod pamphlet cntitlcd the FiPA
Elaction, in which he chrrpod the administra®ior with $he fcllowirg; (1) “Cross
incempeteney in the mattor of maitings.c.overy cno of the first three mailings ha

bocn latc wnd tho last Lorribly se.” {2) ",uabrogating of the constitation they
thons.lves vrote by chargln? compulsory pestage te FLPA pudlishors withcut put-
ting tho matter to ~ vote. (J) "..iuggling tho momborship list and sending cut
ballcts caleulatod to scourc wveoles for the Wellhoin group; 21 worce on the 1list
Docember 15, ~nd, .22 vobedeowo who jeinod risght ofter tho nailing wero not

sent ballots,” (L) "..putting publications in tho third meiling thot had no
right there,” This was o roforence to the esnstitutional roquirement that all
publicutions submittod for use in the mrilings must totel £ifty copies; Lowndes
had sent in tat thirdy of his mogeazine Strongoe.

This littio lsaflot hod dynomic rosults. The mailing th~t wns to have
earricd tho cloetien bnllets wns ngain 1ot hut the ballots themsalves wont cut,
mailed soparctcly by Wellhoim writh o higvoryemnling Opon Lottor. Tho ballot it=-
solf r-isod constermation in one sogmont of the anti-Wollheim ranks---for neatly
inscribed os n condidate for president wns the nome of Snm Meskowitzi Moskewitz
h~nd nover filed candidecy, sincc he hnd pledged 211 his support to Baltndonis, Lt
2 meeting of the Grent.r Now York €FL chopter shortly thorcafter Moskowitz ac-
costed Wollhoim ~nd openly necuscd hinm of trying te split the voto by listing him
as a candidvbe withcut pormission, Wollheir blandly short-cireuited loskowitz's
indign~rtion by informing him thot Tourasi had filed for him. Taurcsi hod donc so
rorcly cut cf friendship. .nd Wellhcin shrugsed off Moskowitz's ~ccusations of
nogligence for not inforning him of tie nmatber boforchond. There wns little that
toskowitz could do exccpt write oxplonctory lettors tc Bnltndonis ond thoso who
misht conceoivebly voto for him. However, when Sylern s~w his friond’s none on
the brllot he immedintcly publisheéd ~nd sunt to mest ef the mumbers = campaign
flyur in Moskowitz's support. Thesc commnications crossed in tho moilse=--and
cenfusicn wes the order of the dnye.

In Wollhuim's Opon Lottor no smnll part of tho blame for tho moilings
buing bardy was put on tho shoulders of Brlbadonis, whe wos accuscd of being so
slow in sonding roimburscemonts for official exponditures that the noiling office
vas constantly “"bankrupt.” It was alleged that such teoctics had been purposcly
rescrtod tc in order to "sabetape” the organizaticn. is further cvidenee of
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sabetage ¢ was aceuswd of uriting fer publie~tion vnfavorsble romrrks ¢ oo
dorrdng the FiFr, . reforance wie to o pscudenyneus "Panprrnde” (n turlosquo
of Wellkcints “Fanf-pr~ 1 " colum) that aproarcd in tho Hareh-april, 19%8 issuc o”
1 HEYies, “ollheim tcck espocinl cbjoation to the fellowing paragraph: I
' Knowing with vht ;ront respeet fons hold ny opinion nnd scnsc of do- h
| ceney, honosty -nd fairncss, in the fortheoning FAPA oloction I will toko it _
upon myself to count the vetes, You will be nssurod still furthor of my unmostio- I
neble honcsty by tho fret th~t I o ono of the candidates.
~etuclly Feskowitz had suthercd the pieco as part of his campaign ~gainst l
}

Yollhein, and Madlo wns wmgelienlly innocent of blame, With rogord te the nailing )
ofr'ice being "bonkrupt,” it wos clsc truc thet Just beforc this timec Balt~donis ", I
had Beon 111, and thorefore nnablec to ~ttund to his secrotary-treasuror's corrcs-

I ponderct. Moreover, according to postmarks ~nd dntos on lettors, missivos frem Now I
1 York would not be mniled tc Baltadenis until sovornl d~ys after thoy had bocn
I vritten, Thus connccetions detoricrated. Most inpertant of 211 statecnents found
in tho Open Lotter, howover, was tho requast that ballets bu returncd as prompt- )
I 1y ~s possiblo (sirco Thoy h-ad boon pested scmewhat irtor then the censtitution
providod); thus thorc wns little chence for those secusod %o reply to the charges

1 l pado against thom. fombers were corsoquontly left in o pro<Wollheoim strto of l

nind whon thoy veted, |L
i Running on an anti~¥allhein tickot for tho FAPA vice prosidoncy wo
1 Jack Spoer. Opposing hin wero Lovmdos nd Wilson. Spoor's rceunt defensc of J
‘ Hoskowitz plus his prescnt alizmment with tho Fhiledvlphin faetien grincd for hin
the irmodiate attontion of Wollhcin. --1though Spocr often pointodly donicd ary
blenket support of fzseism, ho h~d on oceasicns orclly remarked {ond once strood
| in print} that he could scc good peints in oven such o dictatecrial syskom of ECVw

! I omment, Wolihedim “nil his cohorts premptly seized upon this last stotoront as o
| sufficicntly good cxouso te rufor to !im as "an avowsd fasciste” Muite possibly
' l Speur's lmovm anti-comrmnistic cttitndo vlryed o prrt in this os well,
i Mollhein hiimsolf wos oppesing hiadle for the office of officinl cditor

| and m2iling monngor, ~nd thore s.ored 1ittlo deubt thet he would win out over his
' younger opponent. Tomrasi had filed for suerotoary-troasuror, ~nd was virtunlly
unopposed,
Tho late fourth mriling which followed tho bellots was devotcd prodom-
inately to Wellhoimist camvaign argumonts. The charges in Baltodonis's pro=-cloc-
tion pomphlot wer: answired by Wollheim in dotails He mointained that tho idon
of o aniling doadline vms onc which in proacticc nevoer worked cut in “ny ~matcur 1
press greup. Tho ermstitationsl breach of allewing members to distribute mator= 1
ial withcut paying postal charges was admitted and dofended on the grounds thot
I To dp otherwios would have found tho FAPL "strangled frem lock of blood,” 4s to I
the extra bollots cast in the oarlior oleceticn Wollheim edmittod thot soveral |
1 fons had jeined befere the ond of December and boon given ballots. Jack Spocr |‘
ws thon accused of being a fasciste-een charge thot othors of tho eliquo repoat-
¢d with minor variations to groat length, ovon going so far ns to label Loko, his

FsPA publication, "nn npelogy for Fascism ~nd gencral upholding of anti-prosriss=- l\
ive tactics =nd b~rbarisr,” .s Speer's donials woro simply used 2s bludgoens to

rirceuse him of the some unfoundad chrrges, he good=nnturcdly commoncod to sign +.
his name Jock F.(for "fascist') Spoor soon ~ftor, toctics which in somo mossure ‘q,
wore oftectivo in countsring his oppenents! aceusaticns, !

The cleetien rosulis woere first antcunecd in the July 17th number of

Trarast!s wockly FPantasy Nows (o periodiezl abeut which must will shortly be ro-
1-bod.) Fichel hnd gzincd the prosidency, rolling up twenty votes to oleven for
fiE nearest compotitor, Baltadonis. Lovndes boonmo viec=prosidont with fifteen 1
wotor, whils 8pour “nd Tilsen rocoived twolve cpicecs Thirtyeono votes govo Tau-

xns1 tiae scerctory-treasurarship docisively, with but ton votos seattorod ameng

th=  "writo-in’ cnndidatos. .nd Wellhoin overvholmcd Madlo for officicl cditor, '
Seenty-cight tc Thirtecn. The Wollh.im feeticn had bocn ¢loctod to all offices 1
‘ but ono=--ond Tourasi, thon - neutrnl, held thet. The Specor-Philadelphin group




hed Boon errclusively cuterirouvers.d by uers sxporionesd pelibierdl workers nd
and zurfercd -~ drumning dofeat,  Fut they hnd no intenticon of talking it lying
dovn,e Gutraged by the metiods thot had lod te thoir dovnfall they auickly bogon
a counBer«attack thot produced domeging rosulis,

Tho oponing gun vrms Madlots smoll FLPL pariodical Tho ilotoore This
warrted "L Reply to Donnld . ¥ollhoim" in whosc first paregreph Medlo labollod
Tollheim "a licr®, He donded authorship of tho "Panparade” turlesque ho had boon
aceused of wirting. Ho indicted Wollheim for using the "focist club® rgrinst
8peor after he hed stobed at the compaipn's opening that “pelitic l viows of tho
crmdidates hnve no right tc be takon into considorctieon,” and intinated that this
proiouncemont hnd boon dosigned by Wollheim to provent charges of baeing o commun-
igt lovellod ot adim, Medlc then rovecled hvet 3in tho ponultinmate oloection,whoro
Tronty--tyo votecs wero count:d from an oligible memborship of twenty-orc, Bnglish
fon Jo ichacl Rosenblum hod nover voteds Furthor, ho claimod that the ono who
Bad otat the Jooidins veto for vice~prosidont s Harry Doclwoiler, a friond of
Wirllheinm's, who wos not quealifiod to %ako part in tho clocticn ~t that timo. In
tho samce ismic of The Totcor tho nuw Toxas fan Mlo Hart also rallied to the
OAise, coying thot he dic rot boliove "it wns right tc sond cut the propagsnde,
with the bn%lots, bucausc tho accusod exndidetos woron't given a chaneo to roply
In tinCeeas

In the scventh issuc of his megezine Holios loskewitz nccusod Vollhoim
of doliberntely placing his romc on the PiP. ballot in order to split the onti.
Trllhcin vete. >

Yoanwhile Jack Spcor, with the rzsistrnco of the PSFS, compmosed -nd
cireulated ~ "Petition of Roprimand," This nccused Wollhcim of usurping tho of-
Tice of sserctarystreasurcr Baltadonis by mailing out ballots himself, It also
cbjectad te his sending out campaign letbor with the ballot asy "eontrary to ac-
copfod rules of order ond ethies«” Frodorick Pohl wms reprincndod for allegedly
oponing bullots rnd reporting on the oloction whilo it wms still in prorrosse--
an act thot ¥ilsen substanti-ted, ciniming th~t he had boen t$o0ld the nanos of core
toin individunls whe had veted for hime Tho petiticn zlsc pointed out that tho
censtituticn spocificnlly stated thet ~11 vobtos had o b¢ rocoived by the first
of July to be ecunted---sorme srriving as lato as July 7th being includoed in ro-
sults of this post contest, Tullhoin's stoted intontion of omploying irrogular
fniling dates was likowiso protostad, and, on the basis of such trongressions
of procodurc, sirn~trcs of rrotest agninst Wollhoim and Pohl wure spacifically
protesteds Meny prominent £hns dic not hositete to affix thoirs,

Fadle, -snow ~nd Balt~donis alsc wroto o pcinted Opon Letiur to Donald
%e “odihcin, b this missivo, due to boing rophroscd by Milton L. Rothmon, o
friond of Wellhoim, cnded up =s = pitifully we k noto that in offoet asked bim
to behove better noxt tine.

The vory velume of cpinion c5aingt him for the first time put Wollheim
cn tihe defensive, In +ho Suzust, 1938 number of his FeoloPyA Fan ho accuserd
Boltodenis ond Spoer of athorpting to dostroy tha club; torming thom "ratclo-
rios,” tw spposled ¢ membors teo stpport hin pation®ly until his opponents hed
"oxhoustgd" thoir "vinom,? Fens in thet dny werc too closo te the situstion, po.-
Laps, To runlize the importsnce of this tock, Today, in historiocal vebrespese,
we coan redily sco ifts simnificanco: Wollhoim for the first tirmc in his carocr
was involved in merc squabbling ther he could ncndlo,

Chapter 30
The Dovelopment of . icholism

“ho yonr 1938 found the United Stetos still in the throos of a doprossion soriocus
cncugh %¢ wecken the faith of neny-==perticulorly the ycuth of the country~«=-in
th. soundnoss of 1ts5 oconomic systeme With fow jobs avnilnblo, little sponding
S=uty, -nd no prospects for a bottor futuro, it is both oxcusablo and understavd-
abls th'® ycung pooplo would at lesst oxamino othor forms of govormment on the
#iines. Thet somothing bottor might bo founde It is nlso natural to oxpecet th: it
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'1 | athor hond, dceiad i syrton B2 pe o rorss il noses e ptlor v sl Li=n

of s4.) 1t was Hichol wih- {-troduccd *fellhoin tco comrunism, =nd explzingd S8
hin many cf ifs prpificaticnse 1mor Foauriol Penk ovinced intorost in tho ‘o=
oricon Youth Congress, held by mony to bo 2 ceraamist frent orponizationa

Yo hew “ypeady pond of uoe Mzhel and Tiellloim, ok She 1557 Philedol -
'phia' convontion, hod genorously tricd te dlacmmiants some of - their nowly-nccuirod
wigden through 02 ropls Yy moans of who Magliatiion dr Doskh" spouch. Apparently
bolivwing it would T wirs & 21 thoir politienl idoclogy & MoW nomu, S0 08

"t ET bl e pill, Sy dzcidod upcn 4ii3ohclisme”’  This, =t ceursc, was in
shenoy =L Mol it Seapired the pesdoasttite  Thooe W9 magpartod it &log hoeome

. )eewm throuphcut Sauites =8 i#icholt sto=w=omd A ehotigte were for the most pors
loeoted compactly in Yoer Yory City mad 34s onvircnse ThosC yhe agrood 1110 OF
anproysod culy = Preafion of Fich.lism's tonots wero L kovd s¢ deeessyr-=tad 1=
bd'erﬁybquMr;ﬂ te as dchulistss Siemisiteit under his peedlnes wary Hoderts
¥, Lowmdos, David e Kylo, Ryl WG 20% 5 oK g1l Gepi, Juok mbineon f=n X
Cplumc: dack Robins), Cyril 08 w340 31 ae (iamor wpdting Plebitn unden Sho aome Baid
Gottosme) and othors st will Aotop e sttsonods (1% el Do snrelatly notad
that =ssocicticn vith iichol ~nd wo1lhcim nedar: The brnmor st pial e A X
nece ssarily make thgas Tps crenmnietically inclinad, Ehouif: g dou bhbedly, e 1
sy it T Zoonking srim gl of ¥ho subj.ot; yob Juch os duroninly st 4L R
Ziowr ot Sleat widl the meegarcndt b for the upk of Jxpitemornt or bconusu ine
tcrosbod fricnds did.

Tha iicholist!s bisly wes the riury Maetagisn Or Dooth,” thich oX orbcd
fons to snnp cut of thodr dnldrume ~nd Av thods perioy pontal ~tiritutes for
bringing ~boub “pr‘crus:." tnigs ~1tervpetiovh “fidequotud spocch w5 printod In
o noat littlc red-cov.ro 1 saget iyt idor $0s micpiecs of the' Coemmitteco for €ac
Political .dvoncemunt of Qoi men Tegeliem, © §1410 ndbukad by the Kichclists os
boini; doseriptive of Liretr rebivitioss ™ie praphlet was Josirncd te ba scld for
fiva cunts, Tak roTe © Phicy By nodo o given et Lo YN Whe requoested A oDy
ng wicll ns bolns distributud throuh g Pl nnilingSe

In The Drcambur, 1037 igeun ¥F tieme Torrao (tho ¢Tficiel orgon cf tho
Fritish Seicnco Fiction ssocintion) wificin's ~riiel. e o4 Parpose, Hediris=
Pictin?" xms foctureod., Yhis Crticlo ombediod rutiscnlzg sxeh okin. to that in
“3eholts "Hubotpon ox 0, 4n  specch, bub crughe? in 1088 pyrotochnic tormse 1RO
original provis: ©l.-% eeleme. =Ticticn weuld inspirc L¥s rordors to scicntific
pob Lt e falze, Wollhsin acntepded, raintaining thot thosc youths 'who
s=ra =rimorily intorested in sclonec. prebebly gave i remdins scionol - ieticn of-
tor thoir first oxperimentsl glmnoc & such etorioss. 1ho W iy WS
enas stee c-ntinued o ro~d tho gborics, ~nd their penchrnt was Vitorary aul S

stic prmeity not sciuneo. (1t might by menbicned in pagaing Sk A.ung s
b e caorotosd By ol ipcite preriagdly, S he pﬁpu).r.r!:-.l the bolief that

Vi forneans tdes of sstopec =it otion hedng eilirprttenn) s & dslunisn,) Wall=

I
Ghints wrgamank i astunily &n neasrd with 230 Paote up kil that ticeeeiul mwf

o #ldotod te i tho cdoloscent scioncu-fiction fom e o EoE BT 4 e b utie
. veigonoble %o supposY thot scioncu-fiction geuld fnfugo meny ol rondy veeaticael-
vy esottlod o dnlbrs §6 ~dnpt 7. scicntific profossion overnight, nd it was copnl-
oy u:\rvs.r.ﬂz'!: ta dxpoat tac seant clevon, yoors of soiencu=fiictici!s oxd oul e
+ 5y sypwe zine formetec; pravo or disprevic Hheo Weormabatk dclgsicn,” Time hed preves
#p3hein teo hove baen rach in ¢rrere o8 he pradigtan, scicnoc=fiction proffuses
A 3ot rumber of writers and cptizts=e=tt &% peyidesd scicntists 2s wells T
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Thonas S Gnr&nd},rwcll Imovm gerontolozist whose reecent rossarshos on 1 mg vitw
fact:srs in queon bo: rayal jelly have beon widoly publicized, cdmits to hosrlvs
veor stimlatod to »n carcor in scicnece through rending fontastic ficticne Is ite
unroascnable to assumo thit othors, not ~s wull knowm, may heve similorly boen
inspircd to their carcurs? vid seicnce=fiction fons today inelude mnthomatici-
ons, docters, psychintrists, chomists, physicists, cngincors, foeulty monmbors of
elloge and university ceicncu dopartmonts; somo suche-eDavid H. Keller, Rebort

we Heinlein, Isanc ..simov ~nd Eric Temple Bell ("Johm Teino™), te nemo ~ fowr=-n
arc writors ~s well os fons; :nd such prominont sciontists as Drs. Mullor and Op-
penheimer, of Hobel prizc and ~tomic rosearch fome, havo boen %abbod using que=-
trticens from currcnt scicnco-fictisn magazinos. OCurrent ovidence sooms greate

1y in favor of the proniso thet this typo of literaturc did (and docs) attract
seigntific mon as rondors o5 well as actually oid in producing thons

Englend in 19%% had begur the gradunl shift townrd the loft thot vlti-
wmtoly resulted in tho vietory of the Labor party cver Winsten Churehill ond his
ceasarvetive govornmont shortly ~ftor tho c¢lcso of World Wor 11, This trond could
bo feund in the opinions of yeung English fons, some of which saw print in Novao
Terraoe ameng these wos Erio €, Willinms' articlo "Aro You a Truc Seivnce-Fic-
ticniet?” in the Mevember, 1937 issuc, vhich steted:s "If thore is anything worth
going out for it is the introductiowm of sociclepy in scioneu~fictione.es” In tho
samw number Albort Griffiths' article "The Future" declarcd dramoticnlly thet if
fons put osido “Utepinn dremms” ~nd ex-minod the world of practicnbility o world
boyond their wildest imaginings might bo attained, )

Upon rocding sueh werds Den-ld Wellheim probably folt them to be stir-
rinzs of o crodo simil~r to ‘iicholizw tut st-tcd in more cautions tormse. He falt
toe, it would scem, that this British poriodic2l did not roprosent meroly fortile
greund, Wt o erep soen rondy te o hnrvested; so, in ono of the most daring,
sulf-indicting nnd honcst articles of his carucr, Wollhoim pulled tho cloak away
from the bady of Fichelisi md revenlod it in complotoly peositive torms as o dire

octed instrument fr reeruiting fons &0 the corvmnist mevements "Commontary on
tho Noverber Novae Torrns” appenrcd in the danunry, 1938 issuc of that nngazino.
In it Wellhoim 1aid down his basic dofiniticns »f Micholism procodod by stato-
nments oxpledning vhy he belioved that no oxisting governmont could possibly bo
ovorthrovm writhout the vso of forec of somo kind, but ~dding thot he did not ad-
vcecto the usc of sueh farce until

"esoths prosont syston has lest contrel and chaos is sobting in, or when it be-
pins to throw asido its sholl of "demoeracy' ~nd institute fascist erystalliza-
ticn of the o1d, thon {nand nct beforo) these proctieal idenlists united in ~lmost
military order will be the OVLY FORCE L7FT which will bc ~ble to save civilization
from berbarismaese Tho only such frree today, the mest powerful forec alive for
the World Staty nd the wnly crganizotion that will over achiovo this result is
the Comrmaist Inbemmaticnnl.”

He asked fans to de hinm tho doccney to investigote cormunism for thomsclves. Ho
pointod cut that in New York o group of fans callod Michelists wera slrondy worke
ing toward the onlight. ncd cnde. Torming ilichulism "the thoory of scicnco=fietion
wetien," Wollhoim furth.r dofincd thu movemant o3 follows:

A
"MICHTLISHM is the beliof that scicice-fiction fellowers shenld activoly work for
the reclizeticon of tho sciontific sceinlist world-stato os tho only gomuine Just-
ificaticn for their cetivitics and oxistunce.
+ICAFLISK bolioves that scicncc-fictinn is 2 feres; o forco ceting through tho
acdinm of snceulntive ~nd nrophotic ficticn on tho minds of idenlist youth; that
logical sciinec~fiction incvitobly points te the nocussity for socialism, tho
(sdvnce of scicnee, "nd the wrrld-st-to; rnd th-t those ~ims, croatod by scionco-
fietirnal idenlizini:, o'n bust bo rounchod through ndhorcnce to the pregram cf tho

: - Commrist Intornnticncl,




“ollhoin concluded his crbicle with "SLIUD, Cemrndosi®

l In .mories Micheliasts' stutorwnts pursucnt te their progrom wore o 5o
loss outspokon charaetor, though the inforetices were quite clear. In ~dditien e
such CP.SF hooklots already doseribed thore was publishod (undosr othor sponsor-
ship) The "orld Geno liad, o tract thet projudicedly swmarized world cenditicons
snd cnded by gining -nc the cheice botweon "ecrrunisn” or "chaos.™ The artisls
¥What Is Micholisn?™ by Robert ¥. Levmdes ( printed in the iiny, 1938 Soicnee Fice
ticn Frn) diapnescé the mevement as Ync more then o state of rind, 2 vy of
thinking that =211 ~lort, intelligont ~nd pregrossive=ninded fens must como to
oventually, just og ~ progressive study of mathenctico loads from simpio arivh-
rotic through algebrs, geemetry, trigonometry, otel.' Lowndos also sald thet
"Michclists lock upon the world withoutes.colerod glassos, but with tho nenory of
soodrching, and the ronlizatisn grined from stf. That thoso drooms arce .not irpos-
sitlc."” Thoso romarks, {or roqvved from Wellhein's pesitive, cenclusivo stotoo
ments ir Bovho Torrao, wers prebobly inspirod by botter Judgonent,as fow fang of
1937-8 would opcily esnousc comrmuni sn,

deak §oscor, with the duning Hovho Torrao article At hiand, scmposcu “a
Fuirly Complote Casc .zninst sichelism,” wiiiech wms publishod in the May, 1630
Scicaco Fiction Collceter, Sucor shitod thzt ho boliovod overything about che
movement te bo wreng coxewpt the intuntirms of its porpetrators, which improssod
him a5 boing sincer., Thu Rovao Torroo avewdl of communism wins roforred to with
surprising rostraint, ~ad uscd mestly o surpert o legieal preof thet mony of tho-
bagic $cncts of commnisn wor. £u1sue Hoe cndod with o plen that fans rejoct i~
cholisr bocnuse of "the unncecssity of roveluticn; tho destructive ecrmunist
mebheds; the unwerth-rese of Russian Chammnisi itsoif,”

Tha first (April, 310%8) issus of the Seimmeo Fietion .udvonco, as hos
slresdy boon nctod, wos cdistrilmicd ot tho Fowarlk cenvention of that year. Spore
sored by the CRLSF, it centinuod to oppenr, boing doveted to tho prosontavion of
sccinlly eonscious artielos conpoeted with scleacc-fiction (~ comnocticn that wo
frocuently wery temeus indeod} ~s well as thot of nows aheut Michzlisn's pro-
gross. Huw rocruits wore found ir tho grontor Now York aron, cutside of it fow
wore te he had. Lmeng those thot woro acquired, hewover, wes the promising young
a1 crbist Jomes M. Ropgors, whos: writings in this peried led Jack Spocr to nick-
nrne him "Nklahoms's gift to tho Cormmnist party.” Yerrest Jekermon, o preminont
nore in tho fisld ot tha time, gnve Vicholisn his tacit support; he hed joincd
the Sacislist pardy, ~ fret which Waltheim reported in his “"Fonfurcdo" colurm
with the ronark thot that group had o% tho timo "grontor revoluticnary tendoneies"
thon, thic comrunists.

8rne fans suppertcd o fow of ichelisn's tonots onlys. « good part ef
thease more of eourse thosc whiese intor.sts loy in sceiclistic ficldse. Thus tho
Philadolphian Ulilton .0« Rothmen lont his guolificd supporte Scme anti-Michelists
wore moiu disconcerting than tho erved’s supportors-«=witness Eornard E. Soufort
of Rachaster, .7 , v, awhias lstoreid for Jurs, 31938, remnrkod thet he would
doarly hive likad to 2ttord the fowmrk conventien: I would hove visitod Now
Yorkls little colopy ~f Corpros, Torlviil ~<I weuld hovoe sipped o fow drinks
with sorne of the Tfollaws—--1 yrould hove fiiehil axplain kicholism mero fully---I
weuld heve had on crcsument with “rllhodin 25 I an % Fascist,” Thonkfully, thero
wore not mony 13le thish

Not cveryens in oo mgelos teqiusecd to clermun's tucit suppert of
Fichclisne T. Brueo Yoric, Inagi-Nedion's lirst oditer, mublished in tho april,
19%8 iswmuo of theot pericdienl rnis orticlo "4 Neply te 'hicholism’," Yorko falt
thed Wellheoin had contradicted nimszlf aa tho Nevae Torrae crticle by coppesing
the prinsinles of o "puncce pladge” feldor priovicusly distributed with that mogo-
zine nd thuen claiming thot Michelism stoed for “psncs, nnity and froodem.” Yerko
£i.1t that such sonersl ims wore 211 wvers wall, but thot nct enly were scionce-
Pistion fons too seart in number fo do ruch chout thom, but thot it was not tho
destiny of seicnco-ficticn to mecemplish political roforms anywny. Ho advised
Micholizts to look olsowhorc, !

p— o — T Y e

W P —— —

v ——

-



ficti.cn

r. A d ' | Ad -

- v . - ' A\ - »

Such an articlc may woell heve boon exuctly what the Michelists wor w7
sinci it provided furthor opperturity t¢ rustate their ease in rorlying, o M
rnoxt (Hay) issuc of the napazine Wollhoin's robuttal, titled "In dufonss of Ni.
cholism,” opponraed. Wollheinm contonded that it wos cnough for scionco~fietion

‘fans tc do scmothing--<howovor smnll-eetc bring sbout would unity, He mininizead
contradiction of tho "poaco pledge"foldor, which ho sllogad to bo both "isolcs-
tionist" ond “purcly nogative" in charcctor. Yorke and Spoor wore then coution-
¢d cgainst ospousing "bencvolont dictutorship," whoss bonovolonce Wellhoin cn-
phatioally doniod in toto. '

Dircetly across thu pagoe from this robuttal wos o New Sttack on lii-
cholisn” by "Erick Freyer," which domanded “what in the neme of the Nocvonumison |
seionce-fiction h-d to dc with Michelism," Tho writer's oarthy philosophy w3
sxprunded ~nd eppliod tc fons vice insisted on “being = Ged in ~ pigstye

By this tim¢ ~rpguments rr: -nd con had bogun to flcod tho oditoriosl -
sanctum of Imcginntionis Noarly =11 fons wro intercstod in the quostion, and
nest wintod to et thoir tve conts on it into print. Fut bufero dobato wos & .i-
minated in tho July, 19%8 numbor muich rere hed boon s~id, Ameng the longor ars.
iclos wos Tellhein's "In Defonse of Fregress," countoring the Erick Froyor pisce
cited ~bove, ~nd the roply to it, "Nebunking of Frogrosse" In the lattor Shyeyor
stated thot he coul? not 'wviow with alarm" "ollhoin's Micholistic ultinatum that
the werld was at the crossronds, wrintnining that the werld wes perpotually ~t o
crossrords, mnd furthor thnt commnisiz ~nd pregross woro not compatiblea

Troties nsod by ilicholists ferced upen their opponents---particularly .
the younger scte--n sort of literary guerills werfarc os a means of coping with
more pelitienlly ~dept cntogonists. This at first tcok tho form of "docided anbi-
nichclist viows in lottors tec correspendents. Centinually provekod, somc rosorte
ud to other---often childishe--doviccs. Two budding young Philadelphic artists,
John V. Baltndonis nnd Jrnk Jpgnow, made o practico of drawing oxccodingly unflat=
toring picturcs of Tollhoim ond his cohorts on tho onvclopog of letters mnilod
te fons, not forgotting tec usc thew on letders te Wollhoim himsolf. Since Woli-
hoin's fonturos roadily lont themsolvos te cariceturiszation, this instigntod not
enly laughtor directed ~t him, but to somo dogroc ot Micholism ns wells fnd ib
is possiblu thot such low devicos had psychologicel offcct on the men himself,
Fumorous unsignod drawings, some of which wero quite pornegraphic, werc possed
about from hond to hand during this poricd,

Evontuclly the fornm of cxprossicn--«in reasenably disinfoctsd forme--
camo out inte the opon with the sclicitatien ~nd publishing by Moskcwritz of o
legitimate politiesl cartcen in the May-Juno, 1938 Helios. Tho demaging poten=
tizlitics of this full-prge l~mpoen (which Baltcdonis had dravm in celors) wero
nony: 3t simplified the isswo ir Prvor of tho nti-iiicholists; it arcuscd Pondom
‘% larpc to laugk ot thoir opponunts; it ~ppealed tc the cmobions rathor than to
the intellect; ~nd it wtilizcd sotire os an offcetive woopon.

(It should be romarked prronthotienlly ~t this point thot anti-ilichol
ists had omploycd sntirc carlior ns well, In tho Holics "As Others Soo Us" col-
urn Moskowitz hod bitingly reforred tc his oppononts! slecholiec partinlitios, and
a rogular focturo of tho magazine hod boon humorcus parcdios of itoms their mog-
azines printed. Chostor Foin had ~1se writton s~tircs on the subjoet, of vhich
cno==~titlcd "Tho Lifoe of "Mollheim”---wes too borbed feor oven o fan oditer to

print, It pnssod from mmo t~ ~nothor for aver twe years onccuntoring rnc ono focls.

hardy oncugh to publish it,)

“hon ¥Yollhoim usod Moskewitz's lack of support and onthusicsm for ifi-
chelism 25 on oxcuso for nttocking him {as cutlinod ir chaptor 25) ho nlsc modo
it inovitable that in -ny prolengcd bottlc iHeskowitz would shift tho attacl: Prom
. ¥ollhoin to Micholism itselfs ™ollhoim did not fonr this, howover, feoling that
- ¢cnco his oppenont began r ottompt to disprove 3ts tenots ho could bo breught to
hoel through utilizeti n of rocson. “ollhoim doubtless folt that he cculd pro-
duco merc argunents in favor cf $he mevemont thon doskowitz could conccivably
norshell ogainst ite Tut tho noture of Hoskowitz's countor-ncticon (partially in-

-r

. spired by thc counscl of ¥illinn Sykors} proved as uncxpectod as it was cffoctivq;‘
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viows linto".*. conlidate for k4o #orIts pnenivr olghtoon-yoarweid srudeinize . & !

seizod tho rod horrir: by (s 003 ~nd vhonever an wheravor ¥icholism peojue 1y

svnttod it with - vigor that 16f% n odoy pormonting tho viconity, Undor no ciee

cunistonee would he cven consiagy diécuuim of the movemonte His viow wes thi

it wos o politioal idoolory ~nd thorefore had na Ploco in scionco-fiction vhat s

' cvory that oven to fiscuss it wos to fopmepd its tonotise Thus, 4n replying to

Tellhcin's complaint anent his Peor roportine of thy "Mutaticy op Doath” spocch,

Moskewitz brondod both the spocch “nd its muthop W ceormunistic, Whon Imagination LE

. bznned Michelistic intorial Hoskewitz wrote thy piitor Jubilontly, stying that -~
*Lhers 1is no dif'ference betwoen fichelign ana QomEMnion. . Michel ig corrmni st ‘\ i

t My : ‘Q ]
WAL Bow i ey o |

mnd iekos ne bones ovar the oot Yo clse mibvtscd the cerrmnists te usc Mtheip
o Jeurnals,” But the iton -t orusad Sho lifohylisty to losc thoip poticnco vos ' |
"That's the oy It Goos," an article =ubl i3hwod in tho Agust, 1958 Scioneco Fiction

Fong in this Moskowitz had this to sny:

“SCI™ICT FICTIONYS SXTLITON IN 5HT. CLOAM v tho rotitled cormunists prxty's
2gitators in scicnee fietion, This club linados by, Mollkolyy ki steopus rocaivad
orders from the honds of the Communis® porty to convert the fw marazings intc o |
fiola of propangada,  If evyunists aen bhain 2ontral of “ho fyn. pross of &)18a ll
sountryv thcy e~y cusily obtois Wi sroetivens Bediboim’ s °b was to o¥tain .

e ntrol, if possibl. » Pr foir moans op feul, & #ie selunniefiction negazines,

twist thoir liboral rolicios te £id thuip roprgmadn, rad AEEAn, if possibla, of '
tho "orld's Scicnce Fietisn Comvontion to be ussd o5 a4 o e of furthoring comm- '
Unist preprgendn, Conrmnistss seinliug econtrol of fendom 1s not og frnteetis ng it

sounds if tho' inpr~ds of Micholisn orc any indacatine, ,."

HolIhbin's plan of lotigeprnge “ction to combat this "indiscrotion” will b donlt l 'I

writh {5 2 lator ahiptey for tho snlo of nero gffoetive sontinuity, Ho repliod to

the chorgos immodiztely, however, in his "Fenformde” patmmn of Tho Scionco Fiction

Fan (Suptonbor, 1938.) He tormod 211 of thenm "fiection,” the "ehiop of which wnas 4
that made up out of wholo o 1th about the Commnist Farey nd its 'orders! to

not Weodless to sty if the strenpth of that groeat fmarican crgenization was be-

| kina me, I'd have severnl Pirst rota orinted Snntoay publieations eing-engd\tha

Lo £30)d weuld have dovelepod to graator heights than droonea of.z’? 1

Ancthor iroortant artigls PPeering ot this time wng o reply to Spoor's
Tty C-mpletc Casc _zninst flichelign ~no apponred in the ~ugnst=Soptomber,
1938 Scivncy Fiction Collector; it wng titlog fie bettor ensc pninst Micholism,"
WNd wag writton by Rohort Jo Lovmdes, 111 cne hed $0 do 5 bo Taballed o wichola-
1st by the frn Pross, culplaing? Lowades, was t2 do semothing to furthor +ha
progress cf tha world, Congorning the ¥Michelists he furthor remerkad;

"I may tcy with the Ldea Bl cventisdly, with mowladge, thoy will turn to Consie

Anlen, Wé th-t docs net niter tho fret, If it ig ~ Pant et Commatntan, —g 1

boliove, is the =y ot thon dhis betior ¥ gonscious ignaring of it vAill not

clter tho fact; if, 25 vcu this ¥, it &s not true, then my boliof will net chenps

1.0 u.T sponl: rx a Hichclist whoso Licholian trlen tho fore of Comrumiar, (3 ool SN :
BV ¢ tllichtldst, §q621] 1o .o red Mehaddet if yoy ke, tut thy 1450 - w
t1ve, wiilc aprlicohlo to NGy ks 2ot noeosstrily cppliccble 4c nll liichelists,”

LovmdSs viort on te 1ist Ferornl ndat-in whieh Be (a1t hed Yo mnde in audvrnglne
the croad: haming 4, =omoment Michulie,  ainoo the awr PR30 fan wenld suyocinto
The oms FMichel sl earrunismg Win shtonab 40 the "ron Hicholists" to make +hi-
& Sefunive rewd to o clof-.rmcwlt‘;;:u: te6 intonsc Propagenadn;  the filuro 4o "pen.
tornize” rathov ¢in "c’r;':'x;;o‘ suci ¥ichelists as the Novr Yori: geoup Imow. “Tnes
we (2% %oast 1) s Prrowoll to the torm "sifchelism!,” Lowndes ecasluded, seying
thot e woula i longer arsne the subjuct cvur M. ‘locais of his typowriti=, ¥ 2
5 . Il 2

riaders miscenstyucd this to menn thetl Hichelign W8 Yoing abunaun s Geeo, 7 ¢l

—————
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ing tho fact that the Ttura, net tho novemont itsclf, had been droppode &
world wns te hoor ruch, mich moro of ilichulisme

In lotor historical gruging of ~ntis-ilicholists'actions it is vitail -
important to romombor that 2s tho foeud progrosssd commanism booame moro and mere
obnoxicus te thome They 4id not wish to nssceinte or bo entalogod with pooplu
whe oxtolled this political idoalegy. This ovontually mado roapprochomont impes +
sible, and wns o strong factor in thoir wanting to hold moetings and conventior g
and to publish magozines without coming in contact with their oppenonts.

It should also bhe notod thot Wollheim, Michol, Lowndos and othcrs L-iox
amounoed in tho fan press thot they were dropping advocaey of cormmunism oad rers
investigating technoerscys. Eventuelly droppint tochnoerney, thoy diselaimed ony
pclitical conncctions whatsoovere

Whothor or not the reader acocpts or rojeets corvmnism ns it wos prow
mlgatod by tho lMicholists, it mist bo statcd that meny of thoir obsorvnbions os
to the conditicn of the werld in 193%7-38 wore highly accurntos From the first
thoy mrinteined that the rovolution in Spain wms the beginning of o grest strug-
glo botwoon the larger foress of democracy and fascism; that tho world tootored
on tho brink of tho most disastrous war in history; thet citizons shoulld face tho
facts. IMichol's oxhortation ".wakel Tho futuro is upcn usl" wns as prophotic os
it wos dramatic. Porhaps this accurnto apprais-l rosultcd in o sonso of impond-
ing doom which in turn may have brought about o fueling of despernticn thot would
Justify to tho Hicholists thoir cdoption of an ond-justifics-the-mooms philosophy
vhich cutraged fans ond creoted o powerful opposition. In ony ovont, tho opon
advocacy of comrunism more thanm mullified, cs for os fans woro eoncorncd, vhote
cvor logic iicholism utilizod.

Chaptor 31
Tho Groator Now York Scionce Fiction Loaguo

Under Hugo Gornsbock's nopis the Scionco Fiction Loaguc had been o vig~
crous, forward-driving organization thnt wont cut of its woy torenocourage eroon-
tion and grewth of loenl chaptors =nd their activities, The columm dovotod +o
the orgmnization in Wondor Storios up te tho vory ond of the Gernsback rogime had
incroased in sizo and importanccs -Whon Standard Publications purchased and ro-
christorod the magazine, ond solieitcd 2 grado of ficticn thet would appoal to &
lewor montnl cwvorage than thet catercd te by tho former owner, it cpparontly ro-
garded the leegue as an nmnoying appendago to its businoss bargaine For ronsens
of prostize ~nd geed will the firm could senrculy drop the crgonization-=-~tut on
the other hond ne plannod compaisn to onocurnge oxpansion weuld be initintod,

The sixemonths' indorrognum in 1936 procoding change of the megnzino! s
wmGrship had in itsclf dolt a fatal blow tc tho weaker chapbors in tho Scionco
Fiction Loapuc. Still, thc morc stablo units, such as thoso in Las .ngolos and
“hiladelphia, clung tennciocusly to thoir lecguo affilintions sinco thoso offcrod
thom thoir orly mosns of advertising nctivitics and reeruiting now membors. For
the vury some ronson ocensicnal now groups continucd to oriso -nd rcquest char-
ters dospitu tho nearemoribund stote of tho prrent orgomizatione

The long and fantrstically chamberecf-cormorcoeliko mimutcs of tho Los
-ngcles chaptor ond tho morc infrcouont and rospectablc Philadolphin SFL roperts
wicro additionnl irnceontivo fer fons te found ncw locals, Most of thoso wero abor-
tivo attompis, howevor, Thorc wes o Harylond Intrae City Cheptor launchod by Tiile
lis Conover. & Yonkors Chapter was anncuncod by O. Davidson, but that, too, ig-
noniniously oxpircds Olivor E. Saori began a Minnoapolis Chapter of tho loaguo,
~nd roported en opparcntly successful initial mcoting with the woll-knowm fon-
tasy authors Donnld Wandrei ~nd Cerl Jacobi in attondrnco; but this first offic-
ial comrunication from thom wns clso tho laste A Columbus, Ohic group honded by
dohn Von Rooysn got no further then o good try, nor did J. Chapmen Hiskd's Clovoe
lena unite

The loaguc was also helpless to oope with such rusis o8 thet of Frodere
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ick Poal, who in Decsmwher, 1.5 auslisd for and rencivod & olavwon “y- a4 ~

in Brooklyn, N, Ys %his includsed on its roster such namos as ¥lton ¥, ind-=

Henry De Coste dnd Allon Zvoip=--all of which were psecudonyms of Pohl himseo,f, .:
N of the members, Wellor Kubilus and Harry Dockwoiler, werc live fans, but i i:

tremely dovubitful if they were guilty of anything more official than payirg Pogl

an occasional friendly visit. Pohl successfully continued kis hoax, sending ro

ports of the club's Progress™ to headmarters at irregular intervels for severrl

years, ard even ammouncing a change in name to "The Greater New York Chapts:” in

ordor to "embrace more terrivory."

The Science IFic.ion Loague colum in the Aupast, 1937 issue of Thrili-

ing Wonder Storios announrcei that James V., Taurasi had form'd i shenier in Fi.rh - -1
ing, M. Y. Teurasi announced that o July Heoting hed losn hold viuh weburs G,
Thompson, Richard Wilsou and Abrsham Oshinsky in attorndarcas T .5 cin- uy R FUR

thus to be following the load of Frederick Pohlfge-»faor acoitelly oniv Taurasi end
Thompson wore present, and no rogular mesting had bocn held at alll

The appearance of such new fans as Taurasi, Wilsor, Thompson and Gil-
lospie in ihe New York ares made almost inevitable that a lasting science-fic-
tion club wonld eventually bo formed there. This indesd proved to be the casos
In October, 1937 Sykora, Thompson, Wilseon and Mario Racic, Jr. assomblod ac the
home of Director Taurusi and joined tho “woens chapter of the SFLy The second
meeting, held Novembor 7th, saw tho planning of a hektographod club organ titicd ¢
Joddorae (the Martisn word for “queen” in Edger Rice Burroughs® novolse) The first
issue was bound in with Teurasi's Cosmic Tales “uarterly, tut two later numbers,
also nektographod, wervu distributod indopondantly. At tho samc magting the club
decided to send a delogate to visit thc ncwly formed Washington Heights SFi,in~
forming them of the M™ueens group "nd the presence of other fens in the Now York
areas Ons of tho results of this visit, made by Richard Wilson, was t6 reeruit
to the "ueens banner threc important namos from the Washington Heights clubs Cyw
ril Kornbluth, Chestor Foin and Pavid Charnoy.,

The Qucens chapter worked up an interesting correspondonce with John W,
Compbell, Jr., ncvlye-appointoed oditor of Astounding Stories, who adopted a fricni-
ly atzitude toward visits from members o his offico and was kopt informed of thuir
prograss: Anothor corrvsvondont of tho club was Thomas S. Gardnor, woll knowm in
©ns5¢ deys fur his contributions to Wonder Stories, who ovinced the desirs cvur=
te.idy to moet tho mumberehip, {Both of those avonks provaed lator to bo quite im-
perouate) The chaptert®s January, 19%8 mecting was attonded by Moskovitz, who
roand the mombers congenial ond who ofTorod thom suggostions and helps Tt was at
this time thot ho definitely rosolved to work with Sykorn toward holding the
First National Scionco Fiction Convention in Newark that year.

Superficially the “ucons §¥), ampzered to be an inmocuous type of Crgan-
ization, tumbling lappily along o slirchtly juvenilo sourse and profsssing no
world-shaking ideals or purposcs, It did have o by-law, theugh, vhish 3ha%ed 1
that o rocruit could not join if objected to by two wombers. Tho proscnee of Sy~
kora thus madc it almost cortoin that Wollheim and his followors would hevo dif-
ficulty becoming members. BRut motivatcd c¢ither by chonce or by orec’lont nou cos
of information, Wollhoim and threo of his frizndse--ifichel, Goudket and Fohle.e
attendod the March, 1938 mooting ut which Sykora was not presort, Vher <hay osk-
cd to join thoro was no ono to cast a votc against them or relly othurs to 0~ so. .w
sinco no membor thore had ovor had any soricus altorcation with them. The caly
thing standing in their woy was a leaguo ruling thot no individuul could selore
to two chaptors at the samo time. To cireuwwmvont this, Pohl vesigrod from -is
Groator Now York chepter, and his pon-namo Biton V. Androws fseendod bto it
chairmanship.,

And so it happuned Yhat Sykora roturned to thc April mcouting a =roar.lsw
saddened fan. His only chance of undoing thoso post ovent: lay in She ansorore-
tation of a club by=low which read: 'All proposed membors mist TACL.VO A Ang.iie
mous voto of the socioty in ordur to onter,.,” Bid this mumn 21l membtors in the
chaptor=-<or morely all thosc nrcsont at the voting?! This quucticn wos breucht
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onto tho floor, md «a) club voted ror the lattor intorprototions At th. s.
mogting it passod anothor ruling, onc.ol much lator significunce to itsoif urd +-
Sykore. in particular: A membor, aftor throe conseeutivo sbsonces, may bo in-
formod that, unless ho appoars at the noxt mooting, or gives a good ronson for
not doing so, be cutomntically dropped from tho rolls."

Tho ™ucens chaptor oxpanded gradually in sizo, so that et the timo of
the May, 19%8 mceting it had thirteon active momborse Many of those folt that
further growbth would bost bo promotcd by rotitling tho chaptor so as to encourago
interest of fans in the ontire city of New York rather than simply thoso living '1
in the borough of ™wecons. By a majority vote the nomc was thon changoed to tho '
Groater New York chapber of tho Scicnee Fiction Loaguo, and an officianl chartor
was duly obtained for the now namo. This change apparcntly wes wollwadvised.for
the Juno 5, 1938 nocting, the first wndor this new policy, was the most succes--
ful to datos Sixtoen fans wero prosont, including tho nowly-scquired trio from
the Mashington Hoights chaptor, Two amstour artists, John Giunta and Deniol C.

Burford, worc added to thoe roster, as wos the old-timer Jack Rubinson, Tho third
issuc of Jecddara wns distributed. Plons woro mado to cooporats with Horbart Goud-
kot in producing Seicnti~Photo, o fon magnzinc composed largoly of photographss

A rogular tolk was dolivorcd by William Sykorn, and tho group socmed woll en its
way toward continuod growth and achievemont,

However, though they wuro not publicizod, ominous undertones of disson=
sion cxistcde--and it was not long beforo thoso came %o tho surface. Tho group
of lichelists and Micholist sympathizors contimued to build up strongth. One of
them, Frederick Pohl, proposcd at o meoting that the chapter scnd a dolegate to
the icftist Amorican Youth Congress an@/or support it with & contribution of ton
cents por members Dircctor Tourasi, always an easy-going fellow omonable %o roa-
son, balked complotcly at this, rofusing to allow a vobto on the motion on the
grounds thot it yms political and thoroforc had no place on tho agende of o sci-
cnce-fiction orgonization. Accusing him of dictatorship, Michelists bogan im-
peachment proccedings against Tauresi. Thesc wore to culminate at the Junc moot- o~
ing, btut the banner attondance and pros.nce of now mombors mado tho whole effair 1
appoar unsoomly, so the matter was discrectly dronped. llowover, it is sipgnifi-
cant to noto that liicholist-sympathizer Richard Wilson, scerstary of the club cdur-
ing this poriod, included no mention of tho incident whatsoovor in the official
minutos, which your historian has read.

Tauresi hed nover boon partisan in provious fon dissonsions, nnd cone
scquontly had nover jeined or alignod himsolf with any cliquase. But now, forced !
on the dofensive and finding himsclf alono, he appoalod to San Moskowitz to visit .
tho chaptor and givo him moral support. Thus Moskowitz, accompanicd by enothor |
Nevark fan, Alox Oshoroff, was prosont at the club's mcoting in July. At the ap-
proprieto time ho oxprossod tho dosirc of Oshoroff and himsolf to join as rogular
Quos-paying membors. The quostion as to whother ho could attend rcgulerly was
thon submitted, cnd both ropliod in the affirmative. Sinco thoy werc residents
oi onothor stato, however, it would be nocossary to amond club by-lawas in ordor
to pormit tho two to join. A motion pormitting out-of-statc fons to becomc mem-
bers provided thoy attond rogularly was then passod by o majority of the fens
present., But whon the membership of Koskowitz and Oshoroff wes ballotod on,four
"no" votos vere cost. Moskowitz was startled by this turn of cvonts. He roso
and stated that in his opinion the banning from mombership in the only loenl
club in tho aroe of an active, intorosted fan was disgracefuls Furthor, ho said, )
any prejudico a fow fans might havo against hum noed not alsc hove beon diroetod
ogainst Osheroff. Pohl then pointcdly romindod Moskowitz that ho was not & mom-
ber of the group, and that if ho insisted on giving vont to his opinions ho would
hoave to lcave. {At this point it should also b¢ notod that the complotc mimutes |
of this July mecting had becon rewoved from tho rocords sacrotary Wilson passed -n
to his successor, and to dato have not boon roecoverods ) -

With such controversial factions prosont, it was obvious that tho c¢lub
could not hopo to prescent a united front mich longor. And whon Moskowitz pro--
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sontod opinione i thisc cfMfoct i an arbicle rablishod in The uoiwco Ty o
Wollhoim promptly scizcd upoa tiom as ovidoace proving him guilizs of wupver ive
action in reguard to tauw organization,

Bocousc of Hrc wvoiume of his opposition, Sylzora absorntod himsonf from
tho chapter moetings Zor :omo timo. Michelists at this poiat soisod upon o by-
low stating that a memver cculd o cxpelled for non=avtondance and non=-paymont ol
decs for throo or more wuctings, and insistea upon his oxpuision. Tourasi rofus-
od to considor such acticn orn itho goundas that chapter by-laws plainly statod
that a mombor to be oxnoilod mast bo prosent to dofond hamsolf. 'hoe Michelists
considorod this inapoiiccble, and Tanresl sidetraskcd a showdovm on tho poink by
ingigting that it firss b proved conclusivoly that Sykors had absontod himsolf ‘\
from three or morc conisecsutive mecotings, Consreto preoofl was laocking, for secro- :
t ary Wilson did no* wegiicorly includo in the minutos nwaos of all thosc ettonding
meotings. Tourasi *h o r.fused to racognize any oxpulsion procecdingse

Notniig deuatcd, tho Ilicholists noext bogan impuachmont action against
Tourasi, DBeforo thiza esald eulmincte Tourasi resazund tho diroctorship. Tho
meoting confinuod withiout him, and Sykora was cxpaiicd Prem tne chapter, Teurasi
annoreod his refusatl fo rorwin in tho chnpbor, and statod that the collar of his
homs; therctoforo used as ivs meehing pluce, would co longey ba avaeilable, Ho
furthce wrote Loo Mar:olics, directer of the Scicrece Fiction Loasuc, oxplaining
the situation, Margolios likowisc reculved reporie Ifrom licholist mombers of tho
club, Tho lottor he wrote in reply to Yaurnsi is amportiant ciaough to quote from
oxtonsivoly. It was dated Scpiombur 1, 1933, rnd ruad es Pollows:

"I was groatly distrossod by your r.perv serscurning reeent moctings of
tho GNYSFL., I am familiar with the diflaroncos of cainiors bobwecn mssrsae Sykorn
ond Wollhoim and havo mode soveral efforts e rosar:i.o “hame DPut covidontly
their acrimonious relations have gone teo o hiiz voaw, -

It is impossible for Thrilling Wonder Sterius %o rscertain which group
is in tho right, madnly bocausc of the zolored versicas hat come Lo our attontiom
from the prineipals concerncd. Rogardless, afcor soricus considerasion, wo havo
docided %o dissnlvo tho Greator Row York Chapler. 45 far as onr magozine is con-
cerned, as of this dato, thoe Greotor New York Chantor docs not axist.

Yhelo this is quite a drastic action, we have discussod tho mattor in
groat debail risht harce in the office, and we suggost a rather faverablo aitar.-
native for your groups.

Bricfly, horc's the plan: Lot ¥r. 3ykora form his owm braonch of tho SFL
«=-that is, aftor h¢ scenrcs et loast %en mombevrs, Lot him be enroful in orgwn-
izing his chaptir, as to whom he inciudes for membership, Thore is no rcason why
Row York City can't have several individool chapters, oach honded by an onthusi=-
nstic f'ellowor of scivmce fiction, cach semnoscd of o group of individuals whoso
interests and rolations arc both mutiel snd ceupetiblc.

Similarly, we suggest kot ' Wellikoum round up his own chaptor with
ton followers; lot him bo caroful that his members arc all fréondly, let him ho
carcful that his mombors arc all friondly, that no intornal disscnsion will riso
pgair to destroy the organizeation.!

And thus porishoed the Groatir Mo York chastor of tho Scionec Fiction -

Leagu2, and not unneturrlly noither foction vwas sebisficd with the turn ovonts

hod takcs In retrospost, howevor, wa car s.o that it was inovitables, Equally
incvitablc was an ¢ven more imoeriunt eorellary to tha brouwk-aps By their ovm aoe
liberate actions the Misholiais hod net orly muids o now cnomy, ot hnd causod him

to Join forecs with two old onoss And the comiiration of Syxora's leng oxper.aon -

cc, Moskowita's widospread contoebs and ponchant for arsiclo-writing, and

Taurasi's publishing abilitics was o fermidabic ono indecods This triumvirats rot

only cutlastod Ficholicm itsclf?, but lived te wicld groat powor in Duture foaden
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the anly weokly fan journal in the fiolds Boguu Desomber by, 1947,3t orcrvahorar
ne competition whetscovor for a full scvon months. Though its very oxiscencs
marked the beginning of tho ond for oxtonsive intorfor corrsspondunce, 5t vas
by no means unroservedly populare 1In tho first placo, its helttegraphud coluama
were all to often too Lightly printed to be road onsily. Again, thoro wau ies
prico===fivo coents for a single lobttore-sizod sheet; for the same sum, obhor mag-
azinecs providod up to ten times os ruch roading-mattor as the Nows-Lettor. Far-
ther, the News-Lottor foiled to sorve the ncuds of fandom at the timo. To disn
cern tronds of the pericd from o file of this journal would bo impossiblo=w: dos=
pite thc fact thet it cnllced itsolf a "nowselobtor." Tho bulk of its spaco was
dovoted to reviows of movics, plays and books, radio notes, fantasy cortoon date
and ginilar minor irrolevimcics=--all tho moro inexecusablc vhen onc reflects on
the history hoing mode in tho field at the timo and tho fact that tho averago fan
hunzered for information about it,

Wilsen's periodical spceialized in triviel anocdotos instoad of meety
new storisse ™o havo alrendy learned how it treatod the first national convon-
tion: reviowing with commondablo complctoncess overy journal distridutod thore,
ont failing to impnrt to its clientelc n singlo sontunce about tho affair itsclf.
Naturally this lcft tho Nuws<Letter opon to criticism and compotition. Surprise
ingly onough, thoe latter cpponred first,

On Junc 20, 1938 Taurnsi brought out the first issue of Fantasy Hows.
The initial purposo of this ncw wockly was to £ill out uncxpired subscriptions
to T aurasi's Cowmic Talos, tho titlo which Robort G. Thompson had inheritod and
found himsclf incapeblo of conbimuinz. Tho grammar and spelling in Fantesy News
were atrocious, ecnd it, tco, wes only o single shoct of two pagcs. Put it was
mimoogrophed===and wo have alrondy noted that this, in a hekbographing ora. was
provoertive of respoets Furthor, Fentasy Wows cold at threoo numbers for a dime.
It wos sot up In approved nowspapor style with headlines, nnd its spoeinl depart=
ments wors clearly soparcted from cetunl news. It oven bonsted an editorial
sTalf whose mombers wero individuully roasoncble for radio, cineme and fen mage
azine revicws, Such spocialization made for o bostur paper.

Fantasy Hews' initial modost success irritatod Richard Wilsone. From
tho first ho reprinted in the Noews-Lottur's "Snicker Dopartment" the worst groms-
matical and spolling crrors he could excorpt from Taurasi's shoot. Then a moro
domuzing phaso of his antipathy bagun. Taarcsi was using o mimeograph maching
borrowcd from tho then=dofanet Phantasy Legion Ly pormission of David Kyle. Wil-
son convinced Kylo that tho machine could be pet to botter use on his moro 1ite
cratc Sicicnce Fiction Nowselectter, nnd ono oy tho two desconded upon Flushing
Flats and cmancipated it frouw the weelly slavery imposcd by Taurasis In o single
stroke Wilson felt he had o)imineted Lis compatition.

In dosperation, Trurasi contacted Sykora ond beggod permission tc use
his mimcograph, Sykore was willing; n~nd so Tourasi nnd Mario Racic (an important
bohind-theescinos workor in fondom) continucd to nay sunday visits to Sykora's
houso and Fantasy News continucd te apponr,

It will be remomborcd that at the Nevark convontion in Moy muoch manou-
vering and counter-mancuvering marked the choico of 2 committce %o take chargo of
the 1939 world convention, Sylora had been ~thorized b+ attendoos to appeoint a
group, =nd he muintained that their mojority abrogeted tho authority of o provie
cus committoc nomed for the same purpesc at the Now York convention of Februory,
1957, Frionds of Vollhcim=--cheirman of the old committce---prepared and circu-
latied at the Newark convention o petition protesting this, as we heve proviously
statod (cheotor 28). Wellhoim himsolf rofusod to rocognize tho new committec or
to rclinquish his chairmanship in the old onca This ac%ion reezived support
then the Michelist-dominated Groater Wow York SFL chaptor, ot its July meo®ing,

Until latce Junc, 1938, Richard Wiison's Scionce Fistion News-Lobior Vﬁr




passed o motion neospLung c o boie.elivy for Lodnr one e dnov) oowal v
1970 convontion., <hre acTive, compoking conmithiocs nmovr oryietod

Sykore cailc’ a mecting of his group, which was emapnsod of Maskwd oy,
Goudket, F.in and feriva. Only Moskowitz apponiéds SBiice th. w otler vwoj
clcmcnt a sacond sot of inwvitavioas for o lator doto ware matiled, apa.r o
ﬂoskow1tz rcspendod. ond withcut a aquorom thc commibthoc obvicasiy con’d rac ho o
to function. Why did thc othurs fail to aprocr’ locking dufinite intorrasim,
we can only spocuiafic thet sincs all threeo had or had scamired fr-hadAy L int-
tions towards Michclism, they may have stayod owey purnosoly He ploasce Welileine

Meonwhile thoe dicholists had shown fheir potation to the s»ieies-idz-
tion magazino cditors iMargolics and Campbeli, who dosidod teo muk: an at.ome® af
reconciling both faections, sinco a sucecssful scioneo: fiction conmiintion wpvld
2id thoir ovn intercsts, Barly in July. thoroforo, Cawmpiell, Mergolics. Tyloro
and Wollheim mot in solemm corclave in o Newr York rostouran®, bar olics actcd as
interropgator, altermately questioning Sykern and ¥Wollbeim to accomiain just what
their ideas and opinions wworec. It ‘soon became cvidoat that it would Lo impossi=
ble to rocencilc their diometrically opposcd views hat lett tut one alterna-
tive: a choice must be made betwoen the o, prcdlcaucd upon cvidenes as to which
showed better ability to prasent a succossiul ncnwtrticnw

Wollhcim naimcd the Committeo for the Poliiisznl Advancemont of Sciencow
Fietion ns tho logieal group to sponser the convontion, end citoed i%ts svpport by
tha Greoter Now York SFL chapior. Sykora had nothing cohparﬂblc to call upon,
and it appearcd that the rod would go to Wollheimy 4nd os a last resort ho ate
tompted to turm tho odds by o bluff: Fooh~poohing tho strongth of Wellheim's sup-
porters, ho doclared (with n nonchulant wove of his hand) that in a fow months
timo h¢ ecould produoc an orgonization twic: as powerful s the CPASF. As copas
ble @ publishing oxocutive as Leoo Margelivs could not be dupod by such o show of
mock bravado, hovever, if Sykors could produce somecthing conercto, he said. ho
would bo willing to reconsider; tut i the abscnee of qrvthlng morc substanticl
than boasts, hc wonld string ulong ot least tounporarily with Wollhoime Picking
up ‘thoe chock, ho lad tho group from tho rastonront. Campboll hod taken 1littlo

active part in thoe prncecdings, ot his silenco ploinly indicatod thot ho secend-
cd his follow editor'z stand,

¥hon he cntered the discussion, Wollheim probably folt that the cards
worce sbtacked cgainst him thot the discussion wis proordained to be in Sykorats
favor, But as it proccoded, he was ecsily abl: to moke the bhotter impression in
tha fco of his oppenent's wenk logie. sfbor leaving thoe restourant he accostod
Sylora on o near~by corser snd offer.d his hond: But Sykorn disdeined it, fecl-
ing thet to shale hands would bo to cdnit his own crishing dofoat,

To Syliora this confercncc vas o final set baﬁk in on intorminably gell-
ing foud that had begun over a yoar beforec. Only at the Newerk convention had ho
gainod a tomporary victory; clscwherc he had ulwuys cmorged tho losors Always ho
had play:d a lone game, onlisting *he holp of othors---~Madio, Goudkot, Tourasi,
Moskowitz and othors-~-on occnsdon, but ncver informing thom of tho underlying
stroatogy of his cnmpaicns,

Not surprisingly, lioskowits haéd buon most bewilderod at tho dynamic do=-
volopments at ond following what he oxpected naively to bo an orderly convontion
with no domirating motif snve the advancement cf scicnce~fictions Sykora hnd not
taken him into hia confidenec, ond the dislike of Wollheoim by both had nover re-
sultod in any rmitually plaoncd operations apainst hinie Put when the two noxt met,
Sykora finnlly unburdencd himsclf to HMoskowibz~=-~a bit guardedly, yot with roa-
sonablo honostye--~of the political maneuverings during the reccont convention and
of tho rocult of the receent conforonce with the ecditors (of which last Moskowitz
lhed not ovon heard). He was not asking for help, he s2id, since only displaying
to Margolics and Campbell a large, wcll-knot orgenizetion willing and able to
put on thu convention would be offcctive--~emd he¢ kmew wiell therc was no prospect
of vhipping into zhope any such group within 2 month or two.

Far from boing discouragcd by tho prospects, Moskowitz became self-ns-
surcd, jubilant wneé cockys 4 month scemed to him ample tTime in which Yo produco
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o sizablo orgonization 2 o tms orgonizebion Ltsdlr Wl . xnciiom -
Instcad, he wondurod viet »- the noccssary club publicction could vo mineoae
od or il he would huve £ fcpend on his owm worn-out hoktograph outfiv, an-
vhothor his sponding muncy oi o dollar wesk could do the work of the tive s8¢ i«
cd by tho organizetion. Sykorn, feoling roady to go along for a leugh, male [+
plain to the ncophytc *that ho would go as high us ton. That boing the eacs, ho
kowitz gave his moncyebuck gmerantoc that ho would producc tho worldis irrzcss
scicnco=fiction orgonizacion within o menth. But te do so hc would ncod the *.1n
of Tourasi's Fantasy Hows, aud he askoed that a meoting of the there % W s PULE JUe

This mecting was held on July 17, 1938 at Sykora's horc . e sCile
assured, domincering and conceitod youngster then Sam Noskowit: s Shel 3y
has rorely been scen in fandome He wes barely out of high schocl, and had tus a
fow weoks pest attained tho pontificicl clovation of oighteon years=weyot he syse
vemotically vetoed and overrode overy suggestion of Sykora and Tourasi, insisting
that the now club weuld be mun his way or not ot all, Sykorn, for oxample, wanbt-
cd a strong sciencc motif dominant, as in tho old ISi. He wns told that if the
official magazine publishcd onc seience article in throe issues he could consider
himsclf Tucky. Tourcsi fclt that the club orgen sheuld usc fictione He was blunte
1y informod that nothing but erticlos and colums cf scicnco-fiction would bo
uscd=-~that thore would novor be any fiction thero. Sykera wontod the club to
usc the nome of thoe IS4 apnin, vhile Pauresi favorcd thot of the sbortive Amori-
en Fantasy Association, which hud beon stillborn twe weoks bofore. Eoskowitsz
unccremenicusly ropliod that the club was to be cellod Now Fendom (o namo he had
gleoned from = rocont serics of articics by Jaek Spoar, "Annals of Now Fandom™)
and he positively refuscd to considor any compromisce He beliovod, porhaps cor-
rectly, that tho word "new" buspolo the freshness of a cloen slatc, cnothor start,
and wrould attract fons to momborship. Despite strong objections, ho insisted
that the negnzine else be titlced Now Fandom, smd furthor that 1t be mimecgraphad
and have silkescrcon covers like the old Iaternational Obsorvere

Both Sykorc ond Taurasi viers at the nedir of thcir fan carcors, ond had
no bargeining points, Hoskowitz, on tho other hand, had thc backing of not only
the Fhiledelphin faction (socnon most influonticl in fandom at tho time) but of
tho many fan publishers depondont on his ranuseript durecu as well, Consequontly
he liad his owm woy complotoly. Sykora wont along boecauss thoro was nothing <¢lso
for him to do, but Taurasi displayod norc onthusizsm whon Moskowitz to0ld hinm as
an ircidontal aside, thet Fantasy Nows would hovo to bo mado tho loading nowspo=
pcr cf fandom in both pomularity snd cireulation, It was his intention, said
Miskowitz, to porform the tasks of eroating Now Fandom and cnergizing Fontosy Nows
concurrontly. Probably tho enly thing rore irritating than a braggart is a broge
g=rt who proves his point. This Moskowitz procccded to do in as unusual o scerics
cf coincidenccs =nd politicel jockayirgs as fandom had evsr soone

The basis of loskowitzs's solfeconfidonde was o lotbor from Raymond Von
Houten, dircctor of the Scisnce Fiction Advanecment .issociatiorn, dated April 22,
1938, In this Van Houtun offored to turn over tho organization to Moskowitz in
its entirety, sinco hcw--Von Houton---wos no longer ablo of cerrying it. Horo
fato played c honde Before lioskowitz could write his accoptance of ths dormont
SFa.., Fantasy News published Van Houten's rosignetion from the organization, ond
the nows of his appointmunt of Roy ... Squiros os tomporary managing socrotory.lt
now appearsd that he would have to doal with Squires, en old=time fan residing in
Glondale, Californic, But gembling on tho preniso that Squircs might not viant
the job, toskowitz prouptly wroto Van Houton, roquosting the organization and cute
lining his plan to havo it form tho nuelous of o poworful, now group whosa pure
ros2 would be prosenting a scicnco-fiction convantion tho ncxt yoare On fugust
£th, Van Houkcn ropliod as follows:
*Your plans to take over tho S.F... .. arc Just vhat I've been looking fors I
wanted to sponsor tho 1932 convontion but I didn't have tho funds. You arc hore=-
by apnointed lanpger-Secrotarys I will remain Choirman of tho Roard of Trustoes
in an advisory copecity. The Meg,-Sec, runs tho show, trustces notwithstanding,
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tho orgonization is i. vour nonds.”

Two days later ho dirporenud o follow-up lottor, rostabing tho somo torms noroe
fully, but adding th2 .csorvations that the names of the elub and of the official
organ rust be mainteirods The latter clausce called for immodiate ironing out,

for undor no circunztances was Moskowitz willing te dopart from his proconceived
plans as already outiinod. He thereforc arranged o moeting for Migust yth, to bo
attonded by Ven Mouton,Sykora and himself, for tho oxpross purposo of bringing Van
Houton around to his viow. Put bofore specking of this further, wo mest tesktrue’
for a fowr moments to dovolop othor thrcads of the narrativo,

The first official announcement of New Fandom appuarcd in tho PR 7 A
rumber of Fontasy Wows. Undor Moskowitz's brlinc the following modest senbores.!
appearad:

“¥inteh for scicncesfiction's groatest organization! Now Fandomi o fora « e
boso for fon retivitios missing since thu dosth of Pantosy Mrzazince Raskod cov
Sem Moskowitz and Will Sykora this 1s o surc-firc orgenization that will 37477
with fifSy mombors. Officicl organ out in a months..Dctails in future issuos of
Pearbesy Norwrse '

«nd beneath this onnouncement was a small, appareutly uarclated news noto %o tho
cffoct that The Scionce Fiction Critic was delaycd bucomse of publishor Cloir P,
Beek's visit to his brothcr Clyde in Ronoa

During the week of .mgust 7, 1978, ~ strapping, red-hcaded young mon ,
over six fuct tall, Inecked at the door of loskowitz's Wewark home and announced
his namo: Celire Bock. It dovoloped that he had tired of fruit-picking in Loko-
port, Californic, and had doeided te visit his brother in Son Francisco (not Ro-
no, as Fantasy Hews orroncously roenorted)}. After leaving there he travellsd oast,
parsing on rcute to visit Clarir “shton Smith, R.il. Barlow, C. L. Moorc and cth-
¢rs, and arriving ninctoen deys later ot the home of Williwm ¥iller, Jr., onc of
his cld~timec corrospondonts, in Post Oronpgo, Now Jorsoye. .5 ifiller had dropped
out of fandom at that timo, Beek wos able to spond twe full wecks at his heme
without fondom learning ho wes in the Fast,

Beck paid Foskowitz o sceond visit a fow deys later, ond asked if ho
could be put up for tho nisht, sinec he ws unablo te stoy longer with iiller.
<s this was impossible, ioskovitz suggosted thet he spenk to Richerd ¥ilson, who
in the past had boon able to aceomodate visiting fons.

Waon the Micholistes get :ind of his arrival in Richmond Hill thoro was
ruch oxeitemont, for Peck's hitchehilins feat vms the first of i%c type by o foe
mous fon, ond represcnted the actual cccomplishmont of what neny fans hed drosm-
cd of doing but had nover dared to try---narcly, travelling abeut tho country,
visitirg woll=lnovm fans and fentasy authors, with lack of financcs no soricus
handieups Jubilantly, Richard Wilson mapp.d plans to scoop his compotitor with
the most sensational news story of the vear, In frndom, Bock's hitchhiling trip
had a nows=velue comparablu to that of Lindbergh's £1lirht in tho verld Prosse

On tho ovening of "upust 13, 1933, Wilson (recompanicd by Boek) visite
cd Tawrasi tc gloat ovur his supposod scoop. He was stunnod te loorn that not
only hed Tourasi reccoived the nows from Moskowitz carlior in the wock, ut with
it sufficicnt copy to fill four pages. In cddition to the fecturo story thors
worc associctional itoms and an oditerianl by Meskowitz on thoe significance of the
svonts PFurthor, these pages had boon mimoogrephed, assombled snd mailod,

Wilson attomptod to bolittle his competitor's nccount by having Nock
poirt out o fow monor crrors in it, ~nd publishing thosc in his Nows-Lettar for
-mgust 20ths Dut tho prestige of th. Scicnce Fiction Nows-Lottor was so hadly
shoken by the combined scoop ond doubling in size of Fanbasy News that it novor
roecovorod. Never ogain able to challenge its competitor, it dwindled en for al-
most cight months ond then suspondid publicotione

On sugust lhth, as schedulod, Von Houten, Tourasi, Sykora and Moskowitz
mot at tho latter’s home to ironm out tho SFLL-Now Fandom morgor. after soro df ge
cussion, Van Houten cgreed to have tho porsonclity of his organizabion complaio-



1y domincted by the nower group. lioskowitz gninod his point by poirting cubt ..
tho SFLAL hed tho roputation of a "do-nothing” group, thnt it was essontially dic-
tatorial in mokc-up, ond that the best way of overcoming such faults would bo to
start ancw with a cloar sloto. ..rrongomonts worc thon made for Van Houteon to pley
an important part in initiating sucecss for Now Fandome Ho was first to writc an
aditorinl ocutlining the bonoficinl offects of the morger on SFi. members, and %o
type half of the steneils for tho official magnzine rogulnrly. Thesc nogotiations
had scarcoly heon complotod whon tho docrbell rong.

On the throshold was Clairc Beck, ~nd behind him could be soon facos
of the opposition=-~~Wilson, Michcl ‘and Fohle Tho visitors ontorod, and the two
factions sat in comparativo silonco and discomfituro glaring at ocach othor across
the big livingeroom tabloe Tho incident was lavor described by Ven Houton {thon
a ncutral to the disputo) in tho .ugust 20, 1938 issue of his carbon-copicd neg-
azine of commontary Van Houten says as follows:

“eesd wus very much amusod vhon I vms prosont ot o mecting botwoon {or among)
Will Sykora, Sam loskowitz, John B, Michel, Richard Wilson, and a follow whoso
name 1 forgoteees "uictude was ramprnt, to scy tho loast, nd the Hone Ce P4
Bock wos there, with o puzzlod look flitting across his rod~topped facc ovory
nov; ond thon, Thore sooms to bo o magnitudinous amount of bad blood SOT0placo,
Maybc I've beon missing something.

The published reoactions of noutrals Bock and Van Houten wors elsar in-
dications as to the oxbent of duterioration of rolations botween both factions,
The two groups were silont, sach knowing that to broach unsubtly the bonos on con-
tiontion might precipitete an immodisctc sconds

Hod Sykora, Moskowitz and Teurasi boor thomsolvos unbiased, thoy might
have pouscd to consider tho roason for the Micholists! visit, It could, aftor
all, hove had o conoiliatory motivation. But the Triumvirato had quickly reanche
¢d tho point whorc thay rogardcd ovory Micholist action as aimod, diroetly or in-
dircctly, at their owm interosts. Fven o friendly Micholist movo thoy promptly
would construs to be dosignod to harr thome Thoy woro uttorly convincod of thoir
being vietime of injustices. ‘nd, since tho Micholists nover bothercd %o oxplain
thoir actions, in print or otherwisc, the Triumvirate's attitudo is cesy to une
dorstand. '

Dospitec the lichclists' silenco, nnd dospite tho fact that 2s competont
o historion as Jaok Speor copsiderod their actions ot tho timo "wholly indofon=-
siblc," 1t bohaovos us for tho scke of aceurate perspoctivo to oxemine thoir no-
Tivoss Whon Wilson moved to doprivo Teurasi of his nimoograph hc may have boon
morally wrong, tut not tochnicnlly sos Ho was o member of tho Fhoantasy Logicn 2s
well os Tourasi, and cortainly hed as mach right to the machina, Teday, cno wone
dors why the twe mode no compromiso: certainly both could have usod it without
fricticn, %hon the Micholists impenched Tourasi, they werc tochnically corroct
in their procedurc, and he should have allowed o majerity to make a decisions
Simdlarly, Wollheim, in arguing for tho chnirmenship of the committes to sponsor
the 1979 convention, had a logitimote point. If the Groator MNow York SFL mormbars
voted cgainst lotting Oshorof'f and ioskowits Join the cheptor, it was Sykora's
owal sponscrship of the by~law making it possible that out thet by-low in tho elud
bocks; and he had sponscrcd it with tho conjectural possibility of invoking it to
axelude the Michelists, Obviously, then, the Hicholists could justify theoir ace
tiens cn tochnical grounds, ind oqually obviously the Triumvirato was pushing its
caso on tho grounds of moral and wmwritten lows, tho rulos which in humon soci-
oty Troguontly outwoigh in importonce thesn actunlly in print.

On fugust 21st Moskowitz reccived two lotbors that filled him with diro
ferobodingss, One, from Beek, askcd that o rooting be arronged for the noxt af-
tuornocn to dlscuss = mattor of oxtreme impertanecs The othor, from Van Houton,
rcvoalod whot the matter wose On “ugust 15th Bock hnd visited Van Houton, =nd
lHad feld him that he dicliked scoing the SF.L. die out in numo; citing x scntie
montal oattachment to the organization of long standing (Bock hed boorn an corly
member when Bloomer hod held sway, and had onec before clmost acquired loadership
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of tho club)ho asked V=n Heusen'tc qurn the SF. over %o Lin NEGRE: L o e &
statcd that ho approved of such o plan, and rocquested lioskowitz to tuin o & v -
aging~Scerotaryshiip tack to Rook.

sioskewitz repiiod to neithor lottor, end did not 5o to meot Eoek at tho
timo and placo sugzustod. Bock then wrotc onco moro, nnnouncing:

"I om now Monaging-Seerotary of tho SFAi, ond when 1 get back from Now Engleond I
will get the memborship and subsoription list..se Moanwhile I oxpcet Now Fandom
to bo launched ond started, 'nd I am surc that you con manage iteess”

Book further wrote that Moskowitz could usc the SF.L. mailing list, and that ho
nced not foel obligatod to £ill out mombership; thus tho arrangomont would be
advont~geous to him,

Howover, it was ovidont that without the SF.., New Fandom could not bo
launched in a month's time, and that tho bid of Sykora's convontion committoo
would thereforo to lost, Morcover, Moskowitz firmly belioved thot the Micholists
had,deliboratoly influonesod Beck to porsusdo Van Houten to rencge his provious
doecisicn to merge tho SFA. with ¥ow Fondons Psychologically he was ineapable of
doducing onything clsc from the faets ho had, s o corollary, Beck bocame his
onomys ‘nd having scttlod this in his mind, Moskowitz tooR swift stops to suceor
his droam of Now Fandore

The fugnst 21, 1938 issuc of Frntasy News followod its Claire Po Beek
scoop vith onothcr, oqually newsworthy. Black hoadlinos anrourcod to fandom +ho
merging of the SFi., Holics, Tesseract, Foutasy Roview and the Moskowitz sanu~
script Burcau into a single unit: New Fandoms VFoskowitz's strategy wns obvicus;
by maximun publicity he hopod to sive tho now organization such momentun that no
renoging on the part of 7on Houton or objoction on that of Beck could erfoctivoly
block submergence of tho SF... and its mombors thorcin. .t tho some tiwme Fanbasy
News announced Van Housen's name as co-founder.

Closc upen tho heols of this, tho noxt week's issue ciroulatod o foure
paged, hektographed supploment published by Moskowitz, Current Pantasy, This ro-
prirted Van Heuton's lettor giving to Moskowitz all ripghts to the SFii. In it
Moskowitz 2lso cutlinud Now Fandom's aims, ameng which wero:

1) Now Fandom is tc attoupt to ostablish a now basc for fandovi, missing sinco

tho doath of Foantasy kMegazinc,
2) Our immodiate air is to sponsor the World's Fair Scicnec Fiction Convontion

in 1970, :
%) "o rre to publish tho officicl orjan of tho club, which shall bo fer the pro-
sent 20 largewesize, mimeegraphod peges, fine motorinl, with a specinl silk-gercaon
COVCIa

Moskovitz thon wrote to Von Houter diroctly, chiding him diplomnticnlly
for falling for a "Miohclist schome" that, he averrod, was dosizned to dastroy
the SF.i. By the end of lusvst Van Houbon had not only sabandened any othor plans
for the SFL. ho might hovo murtured, tut wns activoly deing his promised sharo of
stene1lling for Moy Fandeom,

By the alchomicn) process of the ebove mergings, Now Fandem goinod os
auhonetisz mewbers ©ll cetive and iractive porticipants in tho SF.. and subsoribe
crs to Tocssoract, Helics and Foantnsy Reviow as well, Tho totol camsc to approxie-
mately 125«-.n stagguring total for an organizotion in thoso days, Ironically,
teo, it ireluded Wollheim and Wilson (unbeknownst to thomsclvos), arch=cnomios
cf New Fandom's foundors,

A1 th~t now romaincd wos to issuc the first numbor of Wow Fondom with
as rmeh spoed as possibluve To help finance it tho feundors levicd o full yoar's
duos upon thomsclves, dunned membors of thoir familios (1) and high-prossured all
for acquaintancos in the groater Wew York arca, Haterial originally intended for
Tossaract and Holios was reworkod for Now Fondom presontation. s managingesce-
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- rotary, Moskowitz plannod its svory dotail, and overrodo cny dissonts of his s
‘sociates ns dietatorially and blithely 3s ho had oarlior wham the orpanizatics
itsclf had baon planncd, “ .

Fortunatoly ‘oskevitz wus o porson whe practised oxtroms economy, and
his rclationship with Now Fandom showod this focot of his porsonnlity plainly. i
The choapest wax steneils wore usod for mincographing, and for thoms (as woll an
.ﬁ:;ot_h@r pirahineas) Hopkowits insisted on itomizod bills bofore withdrawnln Lrom
%ha olub Sroamury oculd bo pndoeseind made his asooointesn foot the diffsronce on
= gvorpaid bAlY from their owm peeliaty, bosfdos, Tho roeult was a magazing pro=
duced for u fMgurd far lowor than i&g sizo ond thiclmoss indicated,

liow Fendom contninod no fiction, tut only artielcs and colurmsee=a ro=
dical imnawotion in tha fiold at that timo, Ita noctly silkegerocnod cover yma
roudniseont of the old Imbornanticnnl Obsorvor'as The nngasing ran to twimty mi-
noegrnphod pazos, dbout two hundrod oopion of the initisl numbar wore matdod %0
moxbors and to 1ikoly orospoota, By 1928 standnrds tho results woro sonsationsl,

inewale of memburship pourod An; ovor two dozon roorults Joinad, ircluding old-
¥ino fons not thon otive 4n tho ficld, profonsional “uthore, nnd a supprising
pETeMmuige of momoa proviously ushonrd ofe Thoush soro (13ke .ckorman) wero not
p’nr&;lcx'nlnrly unanoured of the now olub, most oommonts on it mnd tho publiestion
pnrricd unguolificod pradss, Fans sotive and ensunl, old and ncw, all feund some
roopensive shord struok withisn thom,

Nothing succouds liko Succoss, ond thu vory appearance of Now Fondom
WS ono of success. Morcover, the forthright assortion thot the ocrgcanization
would sponsor o banncr world eonvention and was militantly working for that pire
posc with a nationewido onrollment romovod all air of scetionalism that Now Fore
dom might havo otherwise had to copc viths %hen such nones as John W, Campbell,
Jre, Dondo Bindor, L Spraguc do Camp, Willy Loy, Frank R, Fovl, Je Hervoy Hag-
gard, Jochn Dy Clark, Thomaw S, Gordnor, He C.'Kooning, Roy Ae Squires, Harry Ware
ner, IDnle Hart, and Pator Dimeon wore associctod with tho magazine, fans had to
sit up <nd take noticc,

Mt for o1 this tho organization mizht never hove been succossful haqd
it not boon for tho contimmal publicity it rccoivod in Taurasi's Fantasy Hows,
The lattor wes fust sepplwting Tleon's Saisnoe Fiotion Nows Lottor as tho load-
53 pown wookly i the £4¢1d, Its policivn, format, sizo and sooops rookotod it
quickly to prostize ovar o P=ding competitor, lud, sinew Pantosy fows Had bogemo
& sonnding bourd for Wow Pandom, miotoss for ono mont suoooss fob <ht othore If

baeemu axfomtio, for o Timo, thet 1f Touresd gained o zjozon nor subseribors in
onc rionth, Now Fundom wanld ot tho samo dozon tho nexts ind lator we shall sco
that even as both publin~tions rosc and prosporud togothor, so would thaoy fall
togoth.r.

Chapter 33
Now Fandom's Risc to T ovor

Loo Margolios! Lottur of Septombur 1l 1038, which had form=ily dis-
f‘t ’

melwud tho Grostor Now York SFL chapter, had loft Now York Oity, proposod site of
W first world seicneo=fiction convention, without an official working organi=-
zotion to assumo loenl rosponsibility for thc affair. It was cvidont that tho
first gronp thot could orpanite itsclf inte o strong 2lub would hove o cleqr-gut
- suporiority in prossing claim for tho covetod post of convention mponsors. ind
it was oqually ovidont th~t tho Michclists ond the Now Fandomitus would be tho
tvo oompating rivald,
How Fandom foundors lost 1ittlo time in meking proporations. Undor tho
- stimlating acpis of Sykor=, Tmirzsi aallog a meoting of fans at his home on Oae
t5bor 2, 21936, Ton poraons sttonded, This sroup ogreod to organizo & SFL chupw
3 % “ucons.  Lppldestien for o chartor wos made to Thrilling Wonder Stories,
and kidn smp roooivod within o wouk, Tithin tho st spaco of timo Now Fandom
ad apptintod the “weons SFL ehiptar the officinl sponsoring committoc of the Hew
- fork convontion,
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The Michelarts, however, hod lost cven less timo. On Scptomber 18 they
formed tho Puturion Scicnce Litcrary Socicty of Now York (later hunicrously refer-
rod to Ly thom as "o poraler front blind for tho CP.SF"), a titlc that usare abe
breviated into simply “Futurimns," The lattor dosignotion became so pupular,by
the way, thot it cventunlly supplantod th: torm "Micholists" ontirecly. . mong
thos¢ present at this formative meeting werc many names well mown in scicnco-
Tiction circleus: Froderick Pohl, John Michol, Donnld Wollheim, Waltor Kubilus,
Jack Gillospic, Isaac .simov, Cyril Kornbluth, Jnck Rubinscn, Herman Leventman,
and Robert W, Lowndes, who had recently migratod to Now York City from Now Eng.
land, and who (as wo have scen) had como into the Futuricn orbit,

Tho Science Fiction Newrs Lotter soen beearmc the generel propagoendn or-
gan of the Futurians, much as Fantasy Mows wus for Now Fandome In an offort $o
offer stiffer compotition to Fantosy Nows, tho Nows Lettor addod Pohl to i%s
staff as roporter, and with the Septombsr 1, 1938 issuc assumod a piimoographad
formate However, the fanbastic sp.oud (in fan circles, at leost) with which Now
Fendom had bocn eroatod and swos printod and distributod=--ond thon,most paralyz=-
ing blow of nll, acveptecde---proved o major sctback. Zven thot might not have
proved insurmountablu had it not boen for another dovelopmont, equally swiflt and
disconccrting.

John Y. Campbcll, Jre, oditor of .stounding Storics, had boon sont o
cemplimentary copy cf Few Fandom, ~nd his reaction wns onthusicstic indocd. In a
iettor ho complinmentod the magosine hizhly, nnd wont or to soy:

s I understond it, omc of thc mair efforts of Now Foandem will bo directed toe-
vard the succcss of the World Scicneca Fiction Conventicn, St tho rocont Nowark
Convontion, I oxpressod my desirc te helo both fandom magnzinos end tho World
Convention idon os ruch os possibles If you'll sond mo o letter doseribingnes
in not morc thon 250 words-«~the New Fandom mogozino, giving data, cims, and hew
to got in touch, I'1l try to run it promptly in “Brass Tacks,”

Compboll wont on to urge the Wow Foandom hoads te visit his office and talk over
the situation. This invitation was acceptod, and tho resulting intorvicw led to
his sioport of the orgarization. Tho Octcber 82,1978 Fantasy Nows sprcad this
news tarcughevt fandom; and whon overyonc learncd that Strect & Smith would givo
the converiion publicity snd donate contributions for its auction, and that Mp,
Campocll himsclf weuld be prosont, the organization's prestige cceeleratod anows
L1l Yaat wacre remained for New Fandom to do was gain a votc of confidoneco at tho
Philadelphin Cenflorenco, This, if cbtoincde--ond tho prespeets wore decidedly
favorablo--=weuld sauolch permanently any Futurian hopes for sponsorshipe

The gespol of How Fondom, memnwhile, wes boing cffectivoly dissominat-
¢d in yct enother weye Tourasi's Fantasy Yows, a Cosmic Fublicaticn, was not the
only journal eppearing under that Ywmnor. Cosnhic Talos wos revived ac o Cosmic
hublicotion undor tho 2o6zis of Louis and Gertrude ¥uslom, two serious-mindod fans
iiving in Connocticut, Tho tirst issuc, dated Sovtomber, 1938, proved very pop=-
ular throughout fondeme Fuslon, recciving support both from Tourasi and the Mose
kowitz Manmscript Purcew (vhich neow onerated as o Now Fandon unit) was naturally
generous in "plugging” the organizatior. Similar plugs appearod in The Plonotaeor
now being issucd by Tanrasi ~ftor it hnd beon drovped by Elish, “nd How Fondom's
biggost bocst camo vhen Olen F, Wigzins, noted as a shrong-minded individual not
casily swayed to any leose crusy, joinod Cosmic and dropred his Galactic Fubli-
cations masthcad, The only remuinirg pablishing house of importanco was Philoe
delphia's Comot Group, end ~11 of thc fons thorcee--with the oxccotion of Milton
--s Rothmanse-were invedorate enti-Micholists ~rd cni2-Wollheinmists, and so would
searcery bo opalcss New Fandem. Thoe romaining indepandant fon journals either
wore ncutral o ¢ mestion or wero in such moribund condition as to meko thom
of no importonc-. The solc exception, Seionti-Snaps, though technically noutral
did not heeivate ©° donate froe publicity to Now Fondom,

Tha Futurions roalized thot'time wes running out ond thot they still



lncked o promising rollyingepoint, Profossionnals and fans alike woro folling ‘ne-
to linc bohind thoir rivels. Thoorotically, the Philadolphie Cenference sheuld
give them zn epportunity to ncot thom on avon termse--tut in actunlity, since tho
conferenco wos boing sponsorcd by the anbagonistic Comet group, the Futurians.
could not count on c¢cvon this, Furthormore, with o sizable dulegation from tho
fucens SFL and such othor visiting onomios as Jack Spoor prosont, thoy werc sure
Yo lack numbors as woll os voicoe Tho Fuburions kmow those facts, ond rcelizod
that n complcto dobaclo could be avoided only by drestic methods.

Their plen of nction was unpresodontods Hoadlines in the News Lettor
fer Scptomber 3, 1938 (and hore we mast digress to keep in mind thet thr roloe
tionship betwoen tho date on tho journal and tho dato subseribors roseived it wms
froquontly teonuous, for at this time the News Lotter began o sorieos of delayod
appecrances) prodicted a 'Convontion Wor' in October, and the toxt which follow-
core&ds
esein New York City John I. ¥ichel ond Mr, Wollhoin, pewors in tho fiuld, haovo
decided to toss ~ lothal nonkoy wronch into the machinery by amouncing o Fiftth
Eastern Scicnco Ficcion Convontion to be held in thoir city on tho samo dato as
tho FPhiladelphia afinir, Thoy rcoasor that morc fons will attond tho Now York
gathoring then its rivals..

Constornation woas tho ordor of tho dny in Philadelphin when this nows
circulated thero. New York fans would constitutoe tho bulk of confercnce atton=
decs, and a locnl affoir thore would prove stiff compotetion indeed, Thoro vms
also tho eversproscnt dengor that a lirgour Now York group could vote on cndorso-
nent of o Futurianesponscrod world convention, Frontie corrcspondence betwoon
Moskowitz and the Thiladelphic fmms followod, nnd dospoir dominated it at first,
Cut of this gloomy cruciblo, however, o plon took forme

This plan might appoar ridiculous tut for the fact that we have previ-
ously scen (chapter 28) an application of tho psychology undorlying it. Fans
in thoso days worc avid colloctors of their own amatour journzls; cven fouds sole
don recached the stage wherc oppononts would emnecl onc ancther's magazine sub-
seriptions. The worst tragedy that could bofzll an cetivo fon was fo miss got=
ting o copy of some fan journcls Romomboring this, and banking on tho fact that
Fantasy Nows had a larger and noro cffeetive circulation than did Tho Scionco
Fiction Nows Lotter, announcomunt of the plan was run in the former. Hecdlines
thore =nnouncod "Speeinl Boolklots to bhe Issued for tho Philadolphic Scienco-Fice
tion Conforencel"” ind tho sccomponying details omphasizod that these would be
obtainablo nowhoro clscs If you couldn't gt thoro=---well, that vmas your hard
luclk, Botter attondl

sbruptly, just o woolr bofors the conferonce was te toake place, tho Nows
Lettor revealed that tho Futurisns woro calling off their countoreconvention and
would be in Philadelphic in full forcoe=-~provided "Lowndes is permittod to moke a
30=minmutc spooch on the nims of the ::roupe”

Though it would probably be uxaggerating to ercdit the plan for dise
tributing booklets for full responsibility here, its influcnec sheuld not be une
dorostimatod, The Futurizn deecision vas undoubtodly influonced by rumours thot
begen cireulating ~t the time to the offcet that lort Weisingor, oditor of Thrille
ing Wondor Stories magazine, would attond tho Phileadolphia meoting accempaniad by
soveral profossional fantosy authors. This would monn that Standard Publieotions
was following the lead of Street and Smith in throwing its woizht behind New Fane
dom, and that tho Fulurion eausc was indocd lost,.

Tho Futurisns ncver ndmitted this, of course, though their cctions did.
They claimod thot their cnnounced convention wrs a joke instizoted by Prvid Kylo
and sirultencously attoclcd Now Fandom for heving "sold out to the prose Thosc
sbatoments, togothor with the faet that no denial was issued until tho lost rome
ent by cithor Michol or Wollhoim, lond crodonce $o tho bolicf that if a compot=
ing offair had not beon plannod, thon nt least harm to tho Philadclphia Confor-
cnce through distraocting noticos hod buon,
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Near«~Porfoct £4ll woathor groetod attondoes on Sunday, Octobor 1/ .
tho City of Brotherly Love. 4 littlo over two dozon fums wore prosont, wri cl-
most without oxception they were individuals of note in tho fiolds Tho Hew Fone
dom dolegobion of Sykers, Taurasi, Gardner, Thompson ond Moskowitz made up tha
oarlior arrivals. Tho bettor=known members of tho PSFS ware also prosont==~John
Boltadonis, Robort Madle, Jock .ignew, Hilton Rothman, Jack Johnson, Holon Clou-
koy, Milton Ssquith, Loo Blatt, Thomas Whitoside and Wswnld Train. Willicm Perl-
mon had arrived from Baltimoro, nnd Jack Speor from Washington. .uthors John D,
Clark, O%to Bindor, David Vorn {pen nome: Dovid V. Recd) had corig, the latter in
company with Mort Weisinger of Thrilling Wondor Storics. No Futurions appoarsde

Four conforence booklets wore distributod: lioskowitz's socond number
cf tho hoktographed Difforent, Trurasils nimcographod, four-poged loaflot Spaco,
& specinl issuc of tho PSF§ NEWS and Spoar's Chronotone Tho FSFS WS had been
published (with the aid of Foskowitz) just boforc the call to orders Chronoton
was o fon curiosity, an hourly ungazine, hokbtogrophed in Washington ono day bo-
tween 10 .M. and % F.K, ([ sccond sot was allegod to have been proparcd during
tho cgnforcnco, with heurly news therc ineluded, but your historian has not soon
this,

The first businoss to come bufere the confercnco was thot of Now Fandoms
Rothman opened it by announcing thet tho organization's preominonce soomod un-
challengod, and introduwced Sykora as ono of tho hoads of tho committoc, Sykora
pointod out that at this carly date fow concroto promisos could be made, but if
fens and professionals nlike oxtcnded their holp Now Fandom would presont o
gathoring to bo proud of, ioskowitz next sprko ot considercblo longth about tho
gonoral soteup of Now Fendoms 4t tho momont, ho admittod, it wns dictotorinl eee
and this ecame about roccsserily in the oarly stages of any organization becouse
no ong savo tho creators cared to do ~ny of tho ground work, Heo folt that this
dictatorial ossonco was to a large oxtont mitigatod, howevor, comparing New Fon=
dom to the professicnel scionco-fiction nnznzinns; those wers run by singlo ine
dividucls for profit, yot they wero domoeratic in tho sonso that their succoss doe
pended on how woll they followwd the wishos of tho majority. Now Fandom wes ale
so bound by that low. loskowitz intinatoed that onec tho orgenization had suc-
cossfully stoged the world conventicn steps would bo takon to adopt a constitu~
tion =nd hold olections. K¢ humorcusly mentioned the accusation of Wow Fandom
heving "sold out” to tho rrefessionals, ~nd stitod his bolief thet scicnec-Tice
tion corld not advonuce unless nll concorncd partics worked together; thet coop-
cration wes en inperative necossity since noither the fans nor the profiUssionals
were indepondent of onc ~nothore Ono ef the ~ims of the organization, indeed, was
to bring the twe groups into the clese cooporation that hod existoed during tho
era of Fantasy liagazino.

Diseussion by the conforoos followods Iinally Jack Speor suggostod,
and thor ninscly fronmed; 2 motion rocognizing Now Fondeom os the official sponsor
of tho 1935 ccenvention ~nd stating that the Philadelphin Conference went on roe
cord as supprrting it. This mcotion wos possed without disscnt, thouzh not unan-
imously, ~nd Now Fandrit hends bracthod 4 sigh of relicef.

Tho next iten on tho program was o roundeteble discussion on tho pure
poso of scionce-licbion, In tho proccss of his contribution to this, Weisinger
revaalod that his compoany would wery shortly issuc o now scionco-fichion magazine
called Startling Storios, and the first issuc, in addition to carrying a now no-
vel by Stonluy G, Woinbeur, "The Block Flomo," would initisto o uniquo doportriont
of intcrost to fens, "Review of the Fon liogazinos," Complote addrossecs os well
as pricos would bs includod with thoso roviows. This amcunted to an officinl an-
nouncerient that the barrier botwoon the fons ond tho publishors wes brokon, ond
vas vitally importent in what it portendeds For the first time in mwny years an
cfficiont mothod was being sot up by o masseoirculotion mogazinc to funnel now
facos into fandom, and the ficld wns bound to bo changod by this influx, Weisin-
ger vient on to stato that the purpceo of seionco-fictionw-ens far as profossion=
als woro ccncornadee=w7as to nnko rioncy, an asscrtion that did not shock the



assernbiy, (Fandon wes indscd growing upl) Neithor dic John Clork's SPLOC. gl o
concluded that it wrs ~n asenpe fronm ronlity for rondorse Thomas Gardne. b.ct.d
up in part Sykoro's long~stonding opinion that secicneo-fiction could inspiv, sic
to pursuc a carcer in sciuvnce; ho wont on to sbato that ho also belioved tho do-
velopmont of rockatepower or practicnl otemic onorgy would arouse intonsc public
Interest in scionco-fiction=~-a predietion that has recontly provod highly cccu-
rotos Both Roburt Thompson and Milton Rothman fclt that storics in the fiold of-
fored inspirotion to seicntific workers, and William Porlman cited an oxample ho
hod porsonally obsorved that lont crodeneco to this viow,

.t this point in thc procoodings a 700eword tologram arrived.lt was from
John W, Compboll, Jr., who was unablo to attond, and zavo his idoas on tho topic
of thc roundetablo discussion. His strongest point wns that scionco-fiction was
able to point a rond or issuo o wvarning moro cffoctivoly than any cothor type of
fiction, but ho strossod that its messago would not bo road if it werc not pro-
sented in an onbortoining ocnd hwaen fashions It is gonorally bolieved that Will
Sykora hed beon given this spooch by Carmpboll in Now York, and that Just bofore
laoving the city hed telographod it ahoad, in ordor to creato an offoct at tho
conforonco favorablo to New Fandom; It turncd out, of coursa, that on addod boost
such as this wos unnocossarys In nny ovont, tho attendoos tolographed a roply’
to Campbell in tho namo of chairman Rethman, in which thoy uxprossed tho hopo of
gooing hinm at the 19%9 convention,

Tho dinnor that followed tho more formzl port of tho mooting was a joy-
ous occasion of grarnd good follovship, and bantoring tomfooclery wms tho order of
tho dayes Tho climax como whon the toast wns offered: " Gentlemen, dovm with Woll-
hoiml" ee-and most drank to ite Tho coasoluss fcuds had taken thoir tell, had
built up o tromondous opposition, hod virtually shettorod tho onccecommending po-
sition hold by Donald .., Wollhoime They had brought, too, & genorcl feeling that
feuds thousolves were to ho nvoideds On Sykora's ndvice the Now Fondem leadors
capitalized upon this, letting it bo 'morm that honcoforth nono of them would on-
gage in fouding, rogardless of whot heishts of vituperation thoir opponents roso
tos This stand proved popular with fandom as 4 whole, though there woero a fow
dio=hard dissontorse~esuch as Spoor nnd a fow Philedelphians==-who folt that the
initial onti-Wollheim andfuturinn adventage should be pressed until the oppe=-
sition had boen roducod to holplessnoss for all timo. Somo of those, indeed, con=-
tinuod thoir open ermpaipgn, Host fan journnls, howover, wore quick to adopt the
no=controversy pclicys Tho rosult was thet almost all moons of propangendn, othe
or than that solf-published, boeomo closed to the Futurians,

Tow Fondon's string of quick victorics novortheless rosulted in sovore
2l unusual and totally unoxpoctod actions by the Puturians, as wo shall ovontuale
ly soo.

Chapter ¥y
The Opposition Crumbles

Tho influencc and popularity of any gonoral movomont 1s usually detor-
minod by the ability cf its loadors Yo cxpross its aims and ideals; and tho por-
sonzl beliofs or views oxprossed by thosc leadors on related subjects aro,rightly
or wrongly, ctiributod to the organizations thoy heed or arc influentially con=-
ngcted with, Thorofore in tho fan world of 1938 whon two poworful groups, tho
Futurians and Mow Fandom, wrestlod for supromeey, thoir strongth and ability to
reeruit now membors couvld adeqactoly be monsured by the roadiness of their londe
ing writors Yo ocomposo propagonda bout tho orgonizations and comminicotc their
cvm idoas about scionce-fiction itsclf te inteorostod fans.

Bocause of a deliboratc and wearing campaign by his opposition, Donald
As Mellhoim, while o leader of tho Puturions and o compstent vwritor whoso kmows
icdge of fantusy was generally rospocted, hed but little influence on tho fiolds
His right hend men, John B. Michol, was not particularly nctive in fandom, =nd
his writings werce confined to o fow flaming nanifostos such as tho notorious


arrivod.lt

k)

Motatiorn or Doath documoni. Richord Wilson, on the cther hand wus c5a3 of %
turicns®sstrongor aids, livowrally publicizing the ccuse in o gonomdly fovaehic
monnor in his Scionce Fiction Wews Letter; he was woll liked throughout tha £l i,
ond was noted for nn nbility to turr cynically biting phroses of wit

In the Ncow Fondom group, William S. Sykora had long been tho wvietim cof
a systomatic campaisn to discredit him and though an able writer found his iduns
boing discardod in ruch the samo way that his ovn frionds discarded Wollhoim's,

cmes Ve Tourosi was a good editor, but did not express himself woll,  Rayvmond
Ven Houton could give o fino account of himsolf with a typowriter. but vms liko
Michcl, not sufficiontly zective in tho ficld and in comparison cvon loss influon-
tianl, Robart .. Madlc, live-wirc Philadolphin fon and oditor of Fantascionco
Digest, was of outstanding aid to the movement through his publications. “nd Jack
Spoer, who had won considorablo rospeet through his IPO polls, was writing moro
often and also rapidly bocoming ono of tho Futurimns' most potont foos, sotting
forth his argumonts with o procision cnd caro for dotail thet presagod his loter
ontrencoe into the logal profossions.

Tho most influential vriters, howover---tho onos that pliaccd tho phi-
losophics of their groups bofore the lergost oudioncos most ofton==--worc Robort
¥, Lovmdos ond Sam Moskowitze .. notionewide fan poll, the rcsults of vhich ap=-
poarod in tho Soptombor, 1938 Seionce Fietion Fan, bore this out; in the scionco-
fietion fan cuthor entegory, Lowndes gamcrcd L6 points to Moskowitz's L5 fer the
two top placos,.

Robert W. Lowndos wroto creditablo fiction ond poetry of oxcoptional
norit, but it was through articles and ossays that his influence vms nost strongly
folt., Lowvndes' forto was the air of sophistication and the appeoranco of ohjcc~
tivity in phraseology thot charactorizod most of his piccos, Also characteristic
wos his habit of reworkins provoeative ideas or styles that had cought his foney
with =n cye Yo improving upon thom and/or epproaching thom from a different ~nglo
This was apparent in his fiction and pootry as woll as in his factual writings,
His poems showod at various timos the strong influonces of Poz, Lovoeraft ond C,
<+ Smith, utilizing ofton similar thomos cnd meters, ~nd alvways showing prenounc:-
cd ability. In his fiction he tondod to adopt tho honvy, doliborate style of
Loveeraft, but showed clso versatility in hondling dinloguo, Tho desire to cast
cnother's 1doas into his cvm mold was ovidoncod, for oxample, in his story "The
Gourmet” (publishod in the Docomber, 19% Polaris), whose thomo and handling bo-
spoke kinship to Rebort Blech's poworful tclo "The Foast in tho lbbey," printed
in Weird Talos clwosb five ycars beforo. In articlos===particularly when cngagod
in o foud~wsthis imitativoncss was probably doliborate. If an oppenent gove o
summary of tho best fantosics of the year, Lovmdos was apt to writc ono himsclf,
Shculd an oppeonent compose n critical ossoy on fan philosophy or scme nhasc of a
profossionnl's writings, Lovmdcs would follow with o usc of tho samo thome for an
articlo of his own, probebly cttompiing to show suporior qualifications or sna-
lytical abllity=-~--somotimes suceessfully, 4 number of contributions to The Sci-
once Fiction Fun in lato 1937 and carly 1938 on fon philosophy, scvoral articles
on Stenley Ge Woinbaun and critienl summarics of fontasy periodicals, in addilion
to forthright piccos cf lichelistice propagends, holped ostoblish his roputation,

Sam Moskowitz, at first, wroto a nogligiblo amount of fietion and DO~
otry. His roputation os o scionco-fiction writor stemmed clmost ontiroly fren
articles ond ossaysse Tho mnjority of thesc in this pericd wero charactcrized by
dominating oloneonts of scntimontality and ncstalgiae. Ho oftten strove for beauti-
ful phrasings On tho othor hand, meny of his critiques of profossional Lo GRcY
megozines were coldly bitter and cynicals .Called upon ondlessly to £ill the Pages
of fan magazinos as hc wes, his productions worc oxtromely voluminous. Ho wroto
articles by thc hundreds, ofton using thousands of words to deseribe o single fon
gathoring, and thought nothing of deveting two ontirc pagos to rovicwing a singleo
issuc of a fan journale. s contributing cditor of Fantasy Nows, ho regulaely
fillod from 25% to 100% of cach numbor, s a duty, ho maildd ovory month fron
1,000 to 5,000 words to Wiggins' Fontasy Fan, Moskowitz!s work appearcd under
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aich pscudonyms ns Moo23 S L1, liobert Sandors Shaw, Williom Woinor and cbi.x i,
mazt of which wore 1’ kowa ot the timo. Ho wrotc a long sorics of essays M.
f2n1 philosophy that privod oxtromely popular. Hc vms cbsossod with tho comocu
of fon history, and wrotc meny articlos on this subjocts inothor of his favori®
thomes was collcoting fantasy, and this likowiso brought forth o sorics of arti-
close In fiction, hc cronted the "sclonccefickion fan story," o sort of hybria
botwoon on arbiclc and a talo thet utilized fons, their journclsa, tookgrounds i
tho fiold ond so on, s thomcs ond sottingse Such "fon storics' as "Grond 0id
Pan," "Tho Road Back", "Roquion” cnd pe Last Fon' wore vital tulwarks in the
contimiing populcrity of his writings. Moskowitz vory often rade carcless typo-
~raphical and grammoticel orrors, and thosc his publishers roproducod sacrodly
int~ot. Yot tho criticisms he roccived worc not for these so rmch as for hin pro=
vocntivo hobit of noking positive statomonts, assuning his roadors wore 4s Vo)
avmro of their justification in frnet as ho. These criticisns were answered olth-
or by timo or by his ovm docuncntabions. .s o result, ho poradoxically goincd o
reputation for prognostication which irritatod his critiise As time wont on thoy
bceamo incroasingly cauticus about nibbling ot stotemonts, however, sinco thoso
ocoasionnlly had bocn designed as bait, ond Moskowitz often had tho aid of Speor
whon pulling iIn tho hooln.

To both facticns the problom was clearly onc of discrediting or silonce=
ing tho lcading spokesmn of the opposing groups & poworful offort in this di-
reetion came from the Futuricns as o rosult of iloskowitz's articlc in the fAugust,
1938 Scicnco Fiction Fon, which statod thot their paront orgonization,the CPASF,
had reccived orders from the Communist Party to utilizo fan journzls as o ficid
for disscminating propangondc. Thorc oro conflicting stories os to how tho cnsu=
ing ovont como about, but tho barc facts are as follows. In tho noxt number of
Tho Scicnce Fiction Fan, cditor Wiggins made a simple, diroct statoment thet wes
groatly surprising to rcadors at tho time: "Boginning with this issuc thoro will
be no more materinl by Sam Heskowitz in tho poges of thc Pan,"™ He wont on to ox-
plain that ho had long considered this ouster, carrying Moskowitz only becouso
® the rosdors wantod him'; thet it scomed unfair o him to print diametricelly op-
posod views by both Moskewitz and Wollhoin; and that Moskowitz was being droppod
booause ho, Wigging, favored porsonally thc contributions of Nollhoime

Hoskowitz himsclf was stunncd by the ingratitude and collousnoss of
Wiggins! docision. Naburelly, %00, ho suspsctod that it had beon motivatod by
moro than o simplc protest from his opponcnt. His only consolation wos the rc-
jicf he folt on teing releascd from the onorous choro of submittirg rogular cone-
tributions to The Scienco Fiction Fane

Shortly theorenftor Wiggins announced that sinco only two subseribors
had concollied thoir subseriptions, nvents proved his action had nct boen misguidoda
Counber=-acticn by tho New Fandom group was quiekly feortheoming. This amountod to
Wiegins' cxpulsion from Cosnic Fublications for bohavior unbccoming o members
Most partics favering the Now Fondemitos interproted Wiggins' action as placing
hin cutomatically in the Puturicn orbit, mercovor, ~nd he socn found himsolf com-
pletoly and holplessly depondent upon Futurian support for Fan material.

Yot cven thoso happenings might nct alone have been fo¥el blows to Vig-
#ins' presbige had it not boon for sirmltonoous dovelopements in the Fantasy .mn-
tour Pross ..ssociation. Cncc o dofoated candidate for the post, Wigzins still
covoted its prosidoncy. OCurrently, os wo have alrocdy scon (chaptor 29) Tw.
turions hold 21l Tut one of the F F. officos=--Michcl, Lowndes and Wollheim be-
ing rospoctively prosident, vico=president and official oditore. Within o thors
time after appoarance of the Septomber, 1928 Scicnce Fiction Fan, FAPL rionhors
reccived o special issuo of the orgenizetion's official organ, Tho Fontosy ‘mo-
tour. It corriod sonsaticnzl nows. Lowndus hod rosigned his post, and his ros-
ignation had boen acccpted by ifichel, Michol appointed Wiggins vice-president,
en action thet wes within his offieial rights. Thon #ichel resignod, nubomnti-
cally olovnting Wigzins to prosident. Finclly Wollheim resigned, suggosting his
friond Milton Rothman for officic) oditer, an appointmont Wigzins promply madcs



Wiggins also appoivied iinesonutte rico~prosident, In his fi:
saga ofter this umazing ascent te powor, Wiggins stoted his p
comber, 1938 Fantasy dmatour as follows:

"You night correctly torm rio as anything from o cormamist to a tochnocrat. -
rigid foo of Faseism and alliod bolicfs. You are probobly wondering if this
mokos mo an ally of the Micholist factioneswonly in belicf. I have nover come
out oponly for any facticne Dut if it over comes tc a showdewn you would noro
than likoly find mec backing tho iiichol faction,"

Now Fondem leadors irmodietoly raised tho cry that Wiggins had sold cut
tc the Futurian comp in oxchangs for the F.P. prosidoncy. His actions had indood
ilt up o poworful circumstantial caso ogninst hin, and this Jack Speer dic his
bost to eonvert inte o coffin i» his Cosmie Tolos cclurm, "Thots from Exile. Tho
issus having enco beon raised sproed like wildfiro through fan cirelos, nnd Wig~
gins' sagging roputation droppod savern) notchcs lowore

includod with tho Moskowitz ouster in the Soptombcr, 1928 Scionco Fic-
tion Fan was yot ancther Futurian effort to disercdit him. This wos o mock oge
say "How to Write a Foskowitz Srticle” by Shom Markowitz os told to Braxton Wells
(~ psoudonym of Wollhoim). Tho essey peked fun et the longth, amount of dotnil
and personal cccentricitios of style tyrical of lMoskowitz's compcesivions. Be-
causc this issue also begon annther sorios of articlos it.wns dubbed by onc Bri-
tish journal “thc official orgnn of the scciety for the mutual adnirrtion of Wolle
heim," This wns in rcforcnces 4o svch flowury eulogics writton abowt Miturians
by Puturions as Lowndes® "Woilhoim: the best Fan,” Michoi's "My Comracdo, Duc
Lovndos," Lowndes' "Glence od Wichel," and so cne

As time went on, mony excellent items did appoar in the Fan, porticu-
larly in the realm of the eritical cssay and meterial slanted townrd collostors,
and cvon the fon of today will fand mumy rewarding peges in tho mogazine. Host of
this improvomont was duc to tho offorts of tho vetoran fon Paul J. Scarlos. now
woll known as book revicwor for tho Now Yeork ¥orald-Triumne, Soorlos (vho is not
rointod to tho cditor of Fanteosy Conmmontator) tock over the combined tosk of ode
iting cnd publishing The Scionco Tiction Fan with the Zupust, 1939 issuc.He hold
the =i%le of associcto editer, Wigrins still reteining +ho oditor's position,ht
Scarlos actuaily did noarly o1l of the work. Under his acgis the quality of the
netorial, ropreduction and illustrating all took a romarkable vovrrd turn, Long
o follower of far jeurnals and prefossionnl fantasy fiction, Searlos® only pro=
vious activity was contribution of a book review ond 2 short story to Homing's
Feruesy Fan ond on cccasicral orticly under his pen nenc of "iubolycus” appearing
¢isowbaro, He will alse bo roueubercd as o winuer of tho Marvel Scicnee Sterics
prize cortest at this timo. Then the "ellhcim-dioskowitz foud was ot its height
ir Yhe Yan, Secarles had centributed anonymcusly o four-pegod supplemont apncal-
ing for roasci. 4§ a modtura individuel, Scarles deubtless felt a cortasn ressie
ecncs about anvolving hinself deenly in activities that wore only toc often e
verito In npature, tat iike H. €, Kocnig nnd cthors, found tho lurc irrcsis®ibio
at wrc blic. Ho continued to cdit nd publish the mrgazine throuvgh its Jenuasy,
1950 disswec. Witk the Felruary, 1941 number ho rolinquished the task to o yoang
Jonyer fan, Lew Forbin, ond necopted the honorary post of assistont cditors Moy -
Bin minoegrophod bat o single issue of the magazine (55), and with that it ccns-
od maoliza%ion ané was nover again hoord frome

De=pite Scarles' bust offorts, however, The Scicnee Fiction Fan ncvor
n-onincd 3is provious vosition of importance or influcnce in the field. Tho chioef
rsacoa was iUs pelitics, whieh remnined lopsidedly in faver of the Futurian foe-
1o foom Jagests, 1938 one  Evon undor Scarles' cditorship neny articles -ednued
wore oivker frrihrizhtly or subbtly propagandizing offorts tha’ mirroeed the 2om-
mn.y Farty lince It scems probable thot this policy wes insisierl oo » oy Tige
inm ool welevased by Soarles as a gosturc of liberality, Por he ru® harssli ~n
roierioan several nrticlos as opposing the red viowpoint that tho Serond jirri
Lt Just noethor imperielistic cdventurc, and called upen fons e werk in the



best interests of tho nation.

It can bo scon, then, that theso Futurian tnetios, fan feom in uping
Hoskowitz, mctunlly lont him tho role of = martyr; and it also cimest comploutouy
dostroyod tho prostige of The Scicncc Fiction Fan and Olon F. Wigiins, Pross-
urc of fan opinion bocame so groat against tho Futurian eirelc thut, cven boforo
tho PAP. cpisode, the Scionco Fiction Nows Lotter's Octobor 22, 1938 nunmber
printod o nows iten to tho offcet that plens woro afoot to "1iberalize and do-
cormunizo tho Futurian Literery Socloty.” Tho noxt {(Octobor 29) issuo corriod
the further information that four Fuburionges~Wollhoim, Michol, Lowndos and Pohl
~=~would rosign from 2ll officos in scionce=fiction organizations othcr than
their own, and in other ways roduoo activity. On overy side, ordinarily necutral
fans, such as Littoio Farsaci ~nd Louis Kuslon, were oponly putting into print
long articlos ogeinst Michelisma Deospito this trond of opinion, Wollhoin's art=-
iclo "Rotroat” ?Tho Scioneo Fiction Fan, Decombor, 1938) coamc os o bombsho.le In
that work ho pointod to his long~stunding intorost in tho fiold, his cutsbanding
cclleetion of fantasy magnzines, books and fan jeurnals, his dozons of publishcd
articles, his attondanco at innumerablo fan gatherings, and personol sssocictions
with dountloss fantasy onthusiasts tc attest his sincerity and his authority in
the ficlds Through acquaintanco with seiunco-fiction fans he had come to ncto,
he assortod, thut thoy wore montelly diffcront, that thoy scomod to bo soarching
for cortain logies and truths. Tho scarch for thoso hnd 1ot him cnd his frionds
to find out that they "woro elosely parallol to commnisme Thot is to say o tho
intelloctunl cspget on ceomrmmnism os it ~ffocts literaturc, science, cultursc," The
scopc of Marxism vory olosoly opprosched, in thoir cpinion, tho goals of the fanse
"lecordingly," said Vollhoim, "wo conc out oponly for commmisme’ its irmedinto
accopbonec had not been oxpactod, tut tho ovorwhelming, "vicious” noturo of tho
opposition had tckon the Futuriens by sarorisoe. "Whot intollizent fans thoro
woro friled to stand up firmly, we wore delwugod by a moss of stupid ond visicus
hates This slop pilo grow in quantity nand intonsitye ‘ctunl violonco was
throatenod, ind through lies, tho oditors of the magezinos woro onlisted into
ths campaign against us." It the samo time, Wollhoim maintained, the standard
of tha mtorial in fan magazines nnd the cctivities of fens thomselves had sunk
to o hepoless lows  "Te remiin further cotive in stf fandom vhilo it is in its
present condition weuld be to lower mysolf to its level, I, and my fricnds,
feught as bost we could agninst these overwholming odds. My rurse and my hcalth
ac aes pormit me to carvy on such o onoesidod fight. Tiiere somes o time when it
vocomes necossary to withdraw for o whilo and recupcrate.” Fan activitios, con-
¢2i1ded Wellhoim, would ferever romain puerile until thoy nccoplod tho besic ten=-
c¢hs of Michglism,

Donald .o Wollhoin, searred votoren of fon funds. had for tho first
Sama piiuliely admittod defoat. Tho compaign that had bogun so gloriously o yeor
weloro wioh lichel's fircy "Mutation or Doath" spoech ob thot memorablc Philadel-
phia convontion had rur its courso. The vory viger with vhieh it hod boem press-
od¢, its callious, roughshod ways, its uncompronising vicwpoint thot tho ond Justi-
ficd tho mcons~-~thoso things had first crcuted lethol opoosition wharc thoro
hed been nono, then strengthoncd that opposition, and finnlly gove it sufficicnt
momentum te crush its creator.

Vory few fans of that pericd took Wollhoin's statomont of rotreat as
being onything more than tomporary disgruniloment cver continuod sotBacks. Looss
of all his oppononts! Even though Wollhoim mont wheot he had said, Now Fandonm
lordors woro by no moens suro tho Futurians would bo contont to sit back and liclk
thoir wounds. Later ovonts showed thoir suspicions wore Justified, ut cquoly
thoy showod thet the Futurions no lorgor had the support or contacts to wags tave
thing mero than o harrassing delaying cction, The fight hed long sinco roselivoA
itsclf into the quostion of whother the fan world wns willing to 2ceopt commni-m
ag the prico of poace with tho Futuriense-.ond the answor wos dofinitoly oe

Roclizing that tho 2ttompt to communizo tho fiold had been o f \ 6
Lovmdos' "Opon Lettor to Louis Kuslon" (publishod in the jonuary, 1979 € oo



Fiction Fan) triod to sonvince {ons that they had boon misled by tho per.c.. =
Yicfs of Michel intc thinlking thot Michelism ond cormunisn wore identicon, Fi-
eholism hed nevor had ns its purposc the convorting cf fans to tho Cermunicw por-
ty, assorted Lowndues, and cno might bo a good Micholist withcut being o comrmaisbts
Tho roply to this wos moro nomberships in Now Fondom, morc now sub=
seriptions %o Fantosy News.
But an ern wos coming to & closc, on old ordor wos chonginge Tho day
of thc hoktograph and tho closo-knit corollary of fifty active fans wos alrcody
a thing of the past, Of tho two formurly loading Journals in the f£iold, The Sui-
once Fiction Fan was diszrcdited and Tho Soionco Fiction Colloctor had jus® suse
pendod publication s=~irorically onovgh with an issuo carrying an articlo Ly %one
vowitz that showed curront tonds pcinted to the ond of on orae Neow nomes wore ~
ontoring tho field; =nd cid namys, some of which had boon driven ainto incew vily
by disagrocment vith Wollhoim, woro roiurninc. Tho comploxions of tho nrcfcssions
al fantosy mogazinas thomsclves wero ¢ompletaly altored, ond now titles wiero 2p~
poaring. For the first timo in nmany yoars most of fandom was urifoed irn sceoking
a common zoal: 2 world scicnce-fiction convonticn tc be hold in conjuncuion with
the 1939 World's Fair, Tho past, since 1937, hed beon an ora of ‘urmoii; ceaso-
1¢ss fouding, shattorced plans and ebortive droamse Tho immedinte fubure, ot
loanst, looked bettoere nd as 1938 drow to a closo, the koynote of' scionce-fiction
fandom vas optimism,

Chaptor 35
The New Fantasy Magnzines and Thoir Influcncc on Fandem

Tho Now Fondom group had as its objoctive the oeroction of a lorgor and
more eooperativo fundom, ond aiding the renlizotion of this objective worc the
ceonarie frctors then molding tho scionco-fiction fiold. :

From prosperous boginnings in the late twontios, professional fontnsy
megazines had suffered o serios of sctebacks that loft them almost prostrate as
the dopression mot its depths in 1933. By thon thero were tut four titles boing
published, and thoso changed sizo and lapscd inte irrcgular appoaranec oceasions
ally in on cffort to mainbein themsolves.

wWith the disappoarance of its rival,Ghost Storios, in oarly 1932 cond by
dint of apponling tc othor ronders through publishing soionce=fiction storics in
tts cclurms, Woird Tales, tho lone rurvoyor of the supernntural, managed te koop
its appesrance of cquilibrium best of <ll.

Wornder Storios, os wo have alroady notod oarlier, continued to h&id on
aftor changing ovmorship, cditers ~nd policy in mic-1936

Whon Claybon Publieations was sold 4o Strect & Smith in 1933, Astcund-
ing Storios reoappearod aftor o 5ix morth hictus undor the editorship of F, Orlin
Pramninc, whosc roputation ot that tino was at its 2ll-timo high. . science-fic~
tion fan himsclf, Tromaine monagod within tue years' time to reckod astounding to
the lending positicn cmong fantosy pulps, printing such - highly popular quality
of fiction that his twe ecmpotitors wers almest forced out cf the running.

with the 4pril, 1938 issuc, Teck Publicatiens gave up tho ghost of
ftmazing Storics, solling thab titlo, aleng with the rest of their chain of pori-
cdienls, tc the Ziff-Davis Cempony of Chicazo. #nd threugh the intorvention of
Ralph Milne Farloy, cld-timc for Raymond 4. Palmor obtained the job of editing -
tho rojuvenated lmezing.

Palmor's progress was watched by tha cntire field with groat intercst,
Tho typo of story formorly printed in the nagazine was disearded cntirciy. The
covers and intorior illustr~tions wevo onlivonod. In short, Amazing Steries wis
made ovor into & pulp magozine in *he asval sense of thnt phrase, ovory Ll eifi-
natc typo of apponl boing atilirz:d te avipaas the largest possiblo greup of conld-
ors, Threugh cccasicnal sterios of superior morit did appear, Pelmor scrourtynt
on storios that veteoran fons considercd 'written gown" and far tco elomcavnrs
and stcrootypod in concept. But duspite disaprointing the old fuard, G mascs
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zine's cireulation rosc in substantial jumps with ovory issuo., Thus scicnze o ..
tion, for the first timo in nony yoars, began to reocch an oxpanding instocd o0 2
diminishing andioncos Moreovor Palmor, probably romemboring his own fon doys
was liboral in publishing froo noticsos of various fan cvonts and publications.

Tho briof 1937-~38 rocossion oxperionced by tho country managed, para-
doxieally onough, to stimlote fantasy publishing. Bocouse evon such standbys 2o
dotoetive and wostorn story mogazincs showed slumps in sclos, pulp chain oxoeu=-
tivos woro mero thon willing to investignto any modium showing possibilitios of
profit. The double procodont of Standerd and Ziff-Dovis ontoring the ficld and
Astounding's circulation nesing over tho 80,000 mark gove Red Circle Publications
the incontive to l-munch o fantasy megazine of thoir owns The first issuc of tho
magazing, Marvel Scionce Storios, was doted lwupust, 1938 and oppocred in diay. It
featurod srthur J, Burks' "Survival,” a complote novel ccnsidored by fens s eno
of the fincst scivncc~fiction storios of tho yunr., Marvol also brought back <o
the ficld tho artwork of Frank R. Tavl, whoso popular illustrations had not bocn
scon sinco Wonder Steries channgod honds ovor two yeors provicusly. 4s an added
cnd probably cxperimental attraction, the publishors eagily included a couple of
storics fcaturing tho sox clomont in 2 crudo and obvious fashion. This first is-
sue sold in cxccss of 60,000 goploswe=congidorod very good for that time.

Tho flocd vas n2w on; on orgy of scionco=fiction publishing which ro-
fusod to cbato was undor way.

Elatod by their own sucecss, Rud Cirecle Publioaticns choerfully lot it
bo known that they woro issuing o companion to iarvel ontitled, Dymamic Seionce
Storics, whoso first numbcr would featuro a now novel by Stonton Coblontz,

Strndard Megazinos, which hnd long hinted at o wompanion magazine to
Thrilling Wondor, now mnnounced that tho first issuo of Startling Storios, foa-
turing a proviously unpublished novel by tho late Stanloy Ge Woinbaum called "Tho
Black Flamo" would appesr lato in Novomber rnd boar the dato January, 197G,

Almost simltancously ZiffeDnvis announced that not only was Amazing
Storics going to appoar menthly (instead of bimonthly) as a result of its sucooss,
but that it, toc, would have o companion namod Fantastic ..dvontures. .is an addod
attraction this was to bo largo-sizod, 1ikeo the oarlier .moazings and Wondors.

Not to bo outdono, Blue Kibbon Magnzinos hirod Charles Hornig, tho ox-
oditor of Gomrmsbock's Wondor Storics, to dircet their now pulp,Scionco Fietion.

Finally, two new titles competing moro or less direetly with tho hoary
Wicird Tales oamo into boirgs Thoso wers, Strange Stories, put out by Standard,
and, Unknewn, which John We Campbcll doclarcd vas boing put out by Stroct & Smith
sololy becruso rocolpt of a sonsotiencl novel by BEriec Frank Bussall ecllod for
ceroation of ~n cnbtiroly now type of fontosy mogazino. Both of thoso periodicals
hit the nowsstonds carly in 1939,

snd as though fate had intonded it that way, on Sunday, Octobor 30,1938
Orson Wolles prosonted his memorablc radio adeptdbtion of Wells® "Tar of tho Worlds'
which sont /imcricans screoming ~nd scurrying into tho stroots, thoir hoads wrap-
ped in wot towols to protect them ogninst Murtion hoat-roys, This was all that
was nooded to focus public attention oponly on seionco-ficticn, in which most
peoplo had long bolieved ~nyvmy.

Tho norve center dissominating 211 thosc reports was Tourasi's wookly
Fontasy News, which, by tho nid of roportors Rncic cnd Moskowitz, crsily scoopod
its rivel Tho scionce Fiction Nows Lettor nnd continuod to gain prostige ~nd cire
culation, Profossional publishors worc apprecintive of tho liboral spaco and bold
heedlines with vhich their vonturcs wero publicized throughout fandom, and wore
in turn gonorous with their own holp whoncver it vns sclicitod. As o rosult Nou
Fondom, through Fantosy News, mado good its promisc tc promoto a moro harmonicus
rolationship betweon tho fan ficld and the profossicnnls. Doubtlass this wns in
part responsiblo for the fact that almost without oxeoption ovory now magazine
foaturod numerous departments of chicf interost te the fans thomselves, prin%irs
lettors and announcomonts with compleoto addrosscse The most influentinl of Shese
wore tho fon magazine roviow column in Startling Storics {which still opcrates te-



day) =i¢ shat omounted to a minicturg San magazine in overy nambor of Homig's,
Scionecs Fietion., :

It vas inovitablo thot ns o rosult of this cooperation thore would bo
a groat influx of now names into tho fon f£icld, and this indeod: did como to pass.
and Now Fandom, which had sot itsolf up as ropresonting fans overywhors, found
i¥self working towards tho First “orld Scione. Fiction Convontion with steadily
meunting momborship, thoe wholohoartcd cooporation of almost all onlookors, and
vho complote good will of ovury publishor, who, without oxsoption, promiscd holp
wtthout stintee-all in vivid contrast to the antagonism that had markod thg cons
dition of tho fiold n yoor provicuslye ' o

Cheptor 36
Tho Role of tho “uoens SFL

¥hon Sykera and Taurasi hastily roorganizod the "uoons SFL chopter, it
had bocn an tetion motivoted by political oxpodioney only; cnd cortainly thoy, if
anybody, hed no illusions that the group would ovor amount to anything, Indeod,
it 1s nowherc rocorded thnt cnyone had tho vision to prodict = rosy futuro for
tho chaptor, But dostiny hnd rollod tho dicomescnd in tho short space of = fow
months tho Mons SFL was tn UIOrgo o8 o power to bo rackened with in tho fivld,
end oarn for itsolf an important soat in the rostor of the groat fon ¢lubs,

Tho first mooting, =5 wo have scon, took place on October 2, 1938, in
Tonrasi's horwo. . chartor was eppliod for snd rocoived from looguo hocdquorters.

% thu socond meeting, held the following menth, 011 thoso presont
gdmned tho chartere The nttondonec wes doublo that proviously, cnd included no
othor spocial guest then Rortimer oisingor, oditor of Thrilling Wonder Storics.

Julius Schwartz, well known votoran fan and titorary agont, was o guost
at tho Docombor mooting, which ag>in boastod an attondance of twenty.

Thoso mootings woro doscribod in chombar of ocommoreco stylo by Sam Mose
kowitz, whose glowing, multi=pogod nccounts mado tho club soom unguastionable on
the road tc success, Thus aidod, the nows quickly spread about thot the Muocns
SFL was tho placo to spend the first Sunday of overy rmonth, and vhon the first
mosting of 3I0 feand twentyefivoe cnthusinsts eramming into Tournsits homc, mom-
bors began o thinlr in tirms of more sproicus quarterss It was at this meeting,
vith delogaticns Crom Wow inglend snd Fhiladelphia on hadd to honr guosts Willy
Ley ond Charles Herning, thet tho chaptor goinod its slédgan of "o minioture cone
vontion at ovory muobing"-~ewhich, ~11 prossengontry cside, wns o fairly accurato
doseription of what went on, suthors, oditors and other loading lizhts in tho
f101d worc olther actual mombors or such froquont attondeos that thoy might just
as woll Bawo been. Tho nvorage number of pooplo at each gathering was over 4hire
£y, 72.d included leading lizhts liko John ¥, Campbell, Jr,, Eondo Bindor, Thomas
Je Oardnor, John 0, Clark, Bric Frani Russoll, Jack Willinamson, Willy Ley, C, H,
- Rupport, Charlos Horning =nd many othors,

Tho casual onlcokor would searculy have realizoed tho politieal inmpor-
tance tho "uocns SFL wos assuning bocausc of tho groat whirl of colebritios nnd
orgy ¢f scicnco=fiction discussion presont, but it pleyoed 2 vital role. It wos
there that New Fandem woocd and wen tho support of the professionals of tho fiold
to its causu, A profossional would bo cxtcnded the most cordial persgible invie
totion to nttond o mooting, with travol instructions corofully dotaileds it tho
mooting 1ts50lf he would bo treatod with the groatest rospect, fotod as a celobw
rity; his wouds would be listened to corofully, ho weuld be floodod with quose
tions, his autoproph would be solicitod. If an editor, an issue of his magazino
would be schoduled for oral roview story by story, Illustration by Illustmtion,
departmont by dopartmont. If ot a1l possiblo, a friend of his would bo invitod
te the some mocting so that ho would have = companion cnd fool cempletely =t hors.
If ho were ~n auther, o scionce-fiction quiz on tho pregrom would be sure to in-
clud.: questions 2lluding to somo of his storios; if an ortist, c key topic for
discussion might bo simil-rly slantod. .. fow deys after tho msoting, tho colob-
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rity world bo thenked for his intorost Wt askod to attond scme futume mocting.
Within a wock, whilo the waomory wms gtill plocsontly warm in his mind, an issuo
of Pontasy Wowg wonlad appune I8 his lottor-beox boaring his n~mo in hondlinos rnd
n cecount of his statocmonts at tho grthering, Shortly theroaftor he would roe
soise o lottor from Sam Moskowits telling him that his talk ot the "ucens nooting
had beon so popular 1t would bo little loss th~n ~ erime not to publish its toxt
in New Fandom for tho disomminstion to %he fnn worlds In Now Fondom it would bo
prosontod in dignifiod tone, and often other articlos of commont bv profossionnls
would be solieitod and/or rocoived rognarding it.

in this foshion, though cvon mny of 1ts mombors scarcoly roalized the
&, the Meene SFL bocame an ossontial mombor, with Now Fandom and Fantasy News,
= poworful frinity st wos derinating <nd setting ~ tone for all of scioneo-
Tietion fandomy Hore was being eroatod the good will thnt rosultod in the wholo=-
hearted ceoporction among profossioncls so noccssary for o suecossful fan convene
tion, Dircotly or indircctly ovoryone was bonofitedes«for, ovon as tho profose
dlonals roccivod widesproag publicity of tho most favoroble variety, so woro tho
mombors of thoe Nucons SFL and rondors of New Fandom snd Pantesy News rocciving
natoricl thot interestod then grectlys  Uis o rosult, tco, fandom ot largo foungd
it incrcosingly casy to gain accoss te and holp from those vory suthors ond odi-
tors whe but o fow months provicusly had boon ocold to evory tontative advances

It could bo scen, too, that tho Mueons SFL would share with New Fandom
the brunt of the work for puttihg on the convention tho coming surmors 511 koy
mon boehind the nrojcet worc monbors of both crgenizations, “ad ovory meeting of
80 "ucene chapter (which w-s hold in Hcohamin iedl, Astorin aftor Josurry, 19%3)
hod as part of its progrem - roport by oithor Sykorn or Moskovritz on progross of
convontion proparations.

It is hard to ~pnortion fair credit to individuals for tho oarly suc-
¢e=s of tho “weons groun for thiy wns, in wmy ways, duc lorgoly to solfloss coe
operations FProbably Sykorn, the instigator, ~nd Touragi, the director, descrvo
%ho lion's sharc of credit for monagement of club affoirs -nd pregran prasonton
tiene L pow.rful nidw wos Mario Raeic, ~ crpablc and willing workor, Julius
Schyzrtz vms instrumont-l ir persunding mony colobrities o attend, nd Sam Mos=-
Yovita's Coumilderity with their "podigroos” rnd ability to warm thom to the tokk
2zt hand was as useiul as his lator publishod accounts of tho nootings. Hyman
Tiper's comprehokonsive Imowlodge of curront scioncc=fiction and contributions to
thu Puoons library end various drives werc 11l extremely helpful. 4nd taken as
- wholo, thosc things, togothor with the sroup's loeation in tho lorgest eity of
the country, mado tho ™ucons SFL ns popular as it wns influontinl.
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Chnptar 357
~matour lagazincs of tho Poriod

Wo have scon that Neow Fandom was to form o contral hub about which ali
fan nctivitics revolvod. Now Frndon preachod tho doctrinoe of improvoment through
cocperation instond of through anarchic offort. Instend of half o dozon fons pub-
tishing as many divorso titlos, nono of which had any groet impact singly, Now
Fandon urgod, =nd sot by oxample, tho consolidation of many smell efforts into o
fovr blg oness New Fondom magozine itsclf was tho rosult of morging thc mrjor
roscurces of six smallor journals, ono large club and o monuseript burcoun. Fan-
tosy News boenue o succoss bocrusc sovoral fons, onch copnblo of gathoring matow
rial for mnd publishing - nowspapor, forsworo this courso in the intorost of uni=
Ty a4 wore willing %o work constructivoly togothor te produce 2 singel suporior
offort.

Frodom 2o = whols was net wnaffootod by tho oxamplo sct by Now Fandom,
and os g result corly 1939 say apposrance of a compuratively small nomber of fan
ngazinos of butter quality; moroover, theso magnzincs cdopted 2 more soricus ate
titudo tovmrd professional publications than thoy had done previcusly,

Onc of the londing amotour Journals of this poried was Spacownys, pub-
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lishod in Hogorstows, “eryiond oy Soory Tarnor, Jre Worner o bien o 2 11 wo.
of scionce=fiction sine.: y il bkis dnvercet had not been crousca inturslly
until enrly 1938, whon sitreriptions to fon journals and o sorrespondunce with
Jamos S, very, o youn: man living in Majre, docidod him tec launch into publishe-
ing his own ~matour cfferh. & cocporativo offort butwoon tho two in A hcktograph
modiun proved abortive, But nothing dounted, Warnor them wont ahond on his ovm,
producing = lotte: -sized mimoegrophed publiertion of twonty pages, the first is-
suc of which was d~ted Rowembur, 1938, This numb.r containod = stery by the vre-
fessionnl fonbasy writer ‘molia Roynolds Long, a biography of cuthor E.E.Smith,
md other moterisl of goneral fin intorost, Spacoways wns bogun:ias n bi~monthly,
but proved sec populir thob Warncr scon avercgod an issuc overy six woocks.

Tho mality nnd verioty of mitorizl in Spocovmys was cormendablos Tho
oarly numbors carried such nomes as H,.F, Lovoeraft, Jnch Williamson, Cyril Mand,
Thomas P, Kelloy, Ralph Milnc Farley, Thomas S, Gardinor, Robert We Lovndes, Bob
fuckor, Frederick Pohl, Larry Be Farsaci, ¥, J. ackermon, Sam Hoskewitz and mony
othorse Two of its most popular features woro “Stardust", o gessip colum by
"The Star Trador! (J. Chapman Lisko) and  "3hat Thoy .ro Lbout," J. Michael
Rosenblum's coluim of British book rovicws, both of which eppearod rogulorlye s
nenrly os possible Warncer tricd 4o romain outvardly ncutral in fan polities and
disagreomonts, barring from mublieation insofar as possiblo unnceocssarily porsonal
watoriale Though =t timos chided for cxocssivo cnution in this respoet, ho made
fowr oncmios ~nd mony frionds, “nd rapidly ~ssumed a popul~r position diring thot
boricd. Yarncr was froquently visitod by pessing fans, but ho himsolf medo vire
tually no knowvr fon oxcursions of inmortsnee ocutside his native city, thus ocern-
ing the niekname "Tho Hoirmit of Hegorstown'e--an appolation ho richly dosorved,
sinec he froquontly rofuscd offors of free trancportation to theso oxcursions by
othorss His action moy in port have boon duc to pcor hoalth, for he was alleged
to suffer from prinful and repotitiouc hoad~chos of long durcticne Whatcvor the
motivation, howover, this stay-at-homo attitude wms vwidoly cormontod upon beforo
fens boerme rocenciled o ite

Robert ..o Madlc's Fonfoscionec Digost hod led on up~and=down cxisteneo
until it assumed a mimeczrmnhod format with its Jamiary, 1939 numbor, Up until
thon, too, hc had hnd the h.ln of Willis Conover and John Baltadonis. Tut these
tvo slumned into tnoetivity, leoving ladlo onhly Jaek .ignews Puaradoxieally, such
lesscs servod only to préve that tiagla was - toperanking cditor in the ficld. He
solicited ~nd obtninod matorinl of high recdor=-intercest, ~nd satherod about hin
such steff writors ns linrk Reinsborp, Milton ., Rothman, Harry Wernor, Som Mosko=
witz cnd Frod W, Fischer, a long-standing ro~dor of the old tunsoy mogazincs who
vrote ceplously abeut f~ntnsy sterics publishod therc, Othor welleknovm naroes
thot contributed woro Honry Kuttn.r, Ray Bradbury, Ralph Milne Farloy, Denald -,
Vollhoin, John Giunta, Cyril Mand ond Osweld Treine Liko Fantagy Nows, Now Fandom
and Spacoways, Fanbascionce Digest had a prid eirculntion 1ist of over o hundrod;
and it wns apparent frem this thot in tho short poriod of six months morkod by o
policy of friendly cooporation vith thu rrefessicnals tho numbor of activo innor
cirele fons had cetunlly doubled.

Under the capablo vditership »f Gortrude ond Leuis Kuslan, Cosmic Tolos
had quietly bocowo o neatly nmimoogrephed publication fonturing a higher quolity
of fonewrittor fictisn than h~d ~pponred in some voars, In addition to storics
by T~urasi, Sykera, Farsaci, Giuntn, .very, Spoor, Fromo and Moskowltz, tho map«
azino rrmaged to obtain itoms from such profossicnals as Drvid H. Koller, Thomas
Ss Goerdacr and J, Harvey Haggards It featured work by such British writcrs as J,
Fe Purko, Christophor Youd ané Dnvid KeIllwnin as w2ll, which lont an agreezblo
intern~tional Yonc te its prgess Pub Cosmice Trles' most popular foaturc was o
rogular cclumn by Jacl: Speer, whose title had o curious origin, Spoor, who livod
in Washington, D. C., borrowed his brothor's car ond started out for Now Hoven,
Comnceoticut, whero he planned te spend o Thonksgiving weok~ond with tho Kuslens,
Only ~ fraction of o mile from his dostination ho foll asloep at the vhool cnd hit
a tclophone polos Spocr himsolf sufforod littlo moro than o shaking=up, tut tho
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sevorce damage to the car eauoscd Iiim expensed that forecd him to cud dowm hic
activitios drastically, Thus tho approprictoly titicd Cosmio Tales columm caliod
"Thots fren Exilc." This was ono of tho oarliost colurms dovotod to political
cormentery on fen feuds and similar controversinl tepies, ard this nevelty lont
i% wido popularity and influcncc,

Waltor Marconottc publishod four quartorly issucs of Scionti-Snops in
1638, not including tho spoeisl number for the First Wational Scionco-Fietion con=-
vontione His companion publication, Scienco~Fontasy Movie Rovicw, also apponrod
five times during the yonr. Following tho trond of tho timos, the former titlo
bgoamo a mimoographod journal with its Fobrucry, 1939 numbor, and combinoed vith
The lattor with tho following . pril issuc. Marconotto's mimcography, liko his
Hektogrophy, was o paragon of noctness; and his magazino continuod to incroeso in
popularity through the first half of 1939, featuring o modley of fiction, artie-
cles and colurms by woll kmown nemes of the doye In Jmpgust Jo Chapmon Misko was
added to its staff, ond he aided in producing tho finost choptors of its historys

-8 con bo scon, tho dny of tho hokbograph wos virtually past; with ox=
pandod herizons bofore thom fan oditors had cithor o publish largor oditions or
keop thom limitod if thoy refused to nbnndom tho Hoktographs Thus ovory journal
of imprrtoneo was switching to the mediun of the mimcographs Thoro ware, howove
or, o fow important cxecoptions to tho trond. Onc of thom was Fontasy Digost, a
title published in Fort Wayno, Indinna by Thaddous E, Dikty, lmowvm today ~s co-
owner of Shnsta Publishors. Frntnsy Digest publishod mnterial by many loading
fons of the day, tut its pride and joy wns tho work of its discovory, artist Bore
nard Maskwitze Maskwitz's style closoly rosombled that of .ilox Raymond, who drow
the "Flash Gordon" conic strips, ond was so offective that Standard Fublicaticns
attempted to solicit werk from him for Thrilling Wondor Storios. Howover Maskeitz,

with vhom drawing was but o spare-time hobby, refuscd on tho grcunds thot such
work would intrude on his rogular voeaticnal dutios,

Theso, thon, woru the londing .moriean fan publioations of carly 1939,
and with tho cxception of Tho Scionco Fiction NowseLottor and Tho Scionce Fiction
Fan (whoso historios have boon outlinad in provious chaptors} thoy cll followad
in goneral the New Fendom policios, ond worked in clos., harmoniocus accorde Tho
fiold for tho first timc ir somo yonrs was not gluttod with titles, and titlos
thot were boing publishod appoured with cormendnble rogularity. With ineroasod
profossional publiecity drawing wmorc and more fons into cotbivity, circuloation ond
goneral quality roso stoadily highor, and fan nngazinos onoe moro booamo itoms
thet weroc worth collocting,

Choptor 28
Minor Dissonsicns

Reughly threc years had pascod sinee Lrthur We ("Bod") Tuokor had pore
petratod his infamous doath hoax on the cditor of Astounding Storios. In this
poriod little or nothing had boen heerd out of Bloomington, I1linois. In tho ine
torim, howovor, F. Orlin Tremoine had loft Strcot ond Smith, and astounding Stoe
rics, now rotitled ' stounding Sci.ne.-Fiction, come under the oditorship of John
We Campbell, Jre " Even before Tromaine left, the harsh odiet o abolish "Brass
Tacks" (n colurm devetod to roadors' lottors) had boon rolexod, end its succoods
ing "Scionce Discussions" beeame diluted with goneral cormomts from subscriborss
Tho juno, 1938 issuc enrriod a lottor from James S, ..vory which bomooned, among
many othor things, the faet thet rondors' lotters published in “stounding wero no
lengor oithor intelligont or clevore ™hothor it wns purc chonco th~t Tuckor do=-
cided to roply to this peint, or whothor he was looking for an opportunity tec ro-
turn to tho fold and would have nicked cnothor had not this ono ~ppeared in on in=-
torcsting subject for speculation, .t any rato, Tuckor's lettor dofending tho
current wit of rcadess' lottors spposrcd in the Jugust, 1938 Astounding; ond liko
Al Jolson afdor a long layoff Tuckor wont joyously into his old song and danca,
onding his communication with a humorous porody on the lottors of old, Porhops
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2s o rosult Tuckor rocsived iutturs csking hin to roturn te activity onco mors,
as during tho fall of 1938 fans bugon rocoiving lottors ond subscriptions f.em
hin, Ia any ovont, Bob Tucker was back in tho swim of things again,

-nong othore, he contoactod Jamos Taurasi, and whon 1ate in 1938 Tuckor
issuad a little feurepaged heltographod loaflot titlod Soionco Fiction Advertisor
the logend A Cosmic Publicaticn" wes prominontly displnyod on its masthonds Tha
sdvertisor was the carliest sorious attompt =t a fon mogazine dovoted sololy %o
advertising, being precodod only by Moskowitz's Seionco Fiction Cirecular oarlior
that yoar, the lattor boing of purposoly limitcd circulation. Tho socond ‘dvor=
tisor bonstod « distribution of twe hundrod (very high in thoso timos), and un-
dérwont o slight chonge in titlo. The third issuo of Scicnco 2 Fantasy Ldvortisor ™
was lottoresizcd, nd corriod an ammocuncomont of tho forthecming Unknowvn. Thoreo-
after it passcd into tho hands of ono Sully Robords {bolicved by many to bo Tucke
er undor a psoudenym), and thoush forocastod 4o appoar as a profossionally print-
od publication novor did.

Frobably Tuelor's failurs to do onything with this offort con be trocod
to a wish %o writo and publish hurorous works which had long boen his fortc. To
facilitoto this he ffirst roostoblishod his D*Journnl, cbandoned sinoco 1335, and
followicd its suacess with o new title, Lo Zombice, Both woro Cosmic Fublieations
and tho latdor vies distritutod at first as a frco supplomont to Teurasi's Fantosy
Nowss D*Journal featurod humorcus articlos and squibs by Tuckor and othors, in=
cluding "Poor Ponzg's .lmance,” "On tho Corc and Fooding of Vempires,”" ote, Lo
Zombic carriod advortising as woll, and short, sotirionl, eynical paragraphs do-
partnontalizod in The Now Yorkor fashion like "Subtlo Advertising Dept.," "Tor-
riblo Secrets Dopt," ~nd the like, .n attompt wes made to give such cormonts a
homay, plain=spoken twang, and Tuckor importially sank thoir barbs into foo snd
friond alike. His humercus nrticles, whother signed by himsolf or his cognomon
"Hoy Ping Pong" worc gonorally burlesquos or satiros of the fontesy fiolde This
was relatively new to seicnco-fiction fan magazinos, and Tuckor barred fow holds
in displaying hils undenicble tnlant for it.

Son Moskowitz, beeruse of his intonso fan activity, had boon himsolf a
favorite torgot fer mwny of thsse quips and burlesquos. Liko most othors ho had
lot them prss in silenes. Lils others, too, ho rozlized that such commontorics
could be oxbremoly cffective wonpons for attock: Tuckor could ridiculo vhat and
whori hic pleased, nnd if o vietin ohjectod ho woeuld be told evorything was boing
offered in the spirit of good fun ~nd that only o serchond could not tako a joke,
Now, doskowitz had had ~n arbicle titled "The ¥erld Changos" published in Spaco=
weys for Februory, 1939, In this ploce (vhich, it micsht be noted, h~d boon write
ton sorwe time beforc it appesrsd in print) he triod to show that o now ora of fane
dom vms coming wbout threough thoe influx of new profeossional magazines and the ero-
ation of o New lcndoms  He mednteincd that the fiold wns nlmost quedruplo its fors
mor size ond still growiug. Past fon orns worce briofly roviswed, and thoe articlo
was ended on tho prodicticn of -~ bright future for fans. Thore werc fow points
of centreversy in the articlu; it simply covored ovonts that had for tho most part
nctually happencd sinec its compositions But 4t was onoupgh to cvoke from Tuoksr
in the next Spacownys a parody ontitlod "Tho rioon Changos Tocs” "Of coursc hise
tory repoats itselfl" he doclared Buoroin, "Moskowitz has writton nnothor oretilklc
on old times, thnt's histery ropoating itsclfi" Ho wont on te burlosque the idoa -
that Moskowitz wos writing te any large now group of fnes, and then presonted o
mook history of fan crase  "God zooks, but orns woro thick in thosc doyst”

tioskowitz roalizod that when peoplc laughod ot somothing thoy weuld no
longur toke it soriously; and to him, thoso crticlcs on fan history werc seoriocus
things indood. Therofors ho wrote o roply te Tuckor for Spacovnys, in which he
statcd that he belioved tuckor was using humor as a vioapon, not mexnoly for hugor's
scke alono. Ho mointaincd that Tuokor was fostoring an orronoous improssion by
bolittling the fact that the fan fiold wis made up of many now focos, and quos-
tionod his opponont!s ability to makec such criticisms oftor boing so long out of
touch with happonings in fandem., He peinted out that noither Tuckor nor anyono



olsc had so far found any orrors of fact in "The World Changos," and intimnted
that the gonosis of Tuckor's turlosquo might woll bo annoyanes over an uncompli-
nentory plaece printod in tho Novomber, 1938 Now Fandome

This last was 2 roforonce to on article by "Loki" (Potor Bunean) which
was writton in the bolioef that Tucker's 'death® had been ponuine ond which wont
to vitriolic lengths to lambasto his roputation as o humorist. So strong was the
advorsc opinion of subseribors to this nnd other writings of Loki that they wore
thenecforth not publishod in the nagazine. HMoskowitz reninflod Tuckor that ho had
boon written cbout tho colurm in advonee, and that no roply had heon roceoived to
ann offor to withdraw it., Jotually, Tucker =y have beon irked for anothor reas-
on ontiroly: in "Tho World Changos” Moskowitz had inadvortently omittod his name
and that of Robort Madio (who made specific ofjoction to this) in listing sovorsl

"old time"” fans, Crocdonce for this viowpoint is lont by tho fact thet in a folw-
lowing issuoc of Lo Zombic tho oditer romarked, "iltho Tucker (yoh, mo) was not
mentioncd by Hoskowitz in his Spacownys "old«timer™ article, ho lays a fow claims
to boing ono cnyway."

In tho past tho agile mind of Jnack Spoor hed proved of poworful aid to
Moskowitz in his cllashes with the Puturians, In this easo, boing on friondly
torms with both poartios conecorned, he might have mado an cffoctive modiator, btut
it so happonod that ho, taog hod a bono te pick with "Tho World Chengos," ond it
did not decal with accuracy of dotail. .pparontly Spoor had boon soerotly writing
o history of scioncc=fiction fandom which ho infonded to spring as 2 surprisc on
ovoryonc when complotcds He seomed to sco in Moskowitz's short articlo an annoy-
ing cntleipation of his own, and wns foreod to rovoel his projoect choad of tine
beceamse of it, Ho gontly doplorcd Tuckor's attompt to disguisc the fact that
thorc hod been distinet oras in fondom, but boyend that took no rcconeiliatery
action,

To add fucl to tho firc ~nethor Tuckor articloe was publishod in Fontasy
Digost almost conocurrontly with the burlcesque in Spoocowayse Tho contont of "Pro=-
cossion of Yestordays or iro you o Voteran too?” is obvious from tha title, ond
Foskowitz felt that Tucker wos mnking unduc issuo out of tho points ho stated,

Ho thorofore wroto to Tucker sbout that cnd othcr metters; the tonc of tho reply
was caleculated to assurce Moskowitz that cverything renlly was being done in good
fun, with no malice intonded. Undoubtedly this would have smoothed ovor tho tiff
had not Tucker's " Littlc Lesson in Tuckerology™ (Spaccwoys, -ugust, 1938) como
out shortly thoronfter. Hore ho teok 2 soricus, mrture vicwpoint, saying thet ho
depicrod piople misundorstonding his purposos, which worce to croato o littlo fun
and laughtor. Fans tock lifo tco seriously, he felt, and donied any porsontl one
imas bocanso of Loki's tirado in Neow Fandeme This was all very woll, but when ho
thon prococded to rcfor to Moskowitz as "a bigehecadod little punk trying to oct
&s if ho kncws what it's all about” ho could seorcoly be accusod to attompting o
rapprochomonts This virtually assurod fandom thot regardless of whot dovolopod
in tho noar futurc, Tuckor cnd Moskowitz would not be 2lignod in the samo conpame
and that this was morc important than it sooms will lator bc shown.

Tucker was rusponsiblce for scveral other items in the 19%8-19%9 pub-
lighing ficld, ..s o F'P. momber, ho preducod Scionce Fiction Variocty, a small
journal composcd of odds and cnds of cdvortising, wit and crt. Daring oorly 1939
ho produccd Thoe Year Book of 1938, which listod and oross-indoxod all storios that
had appoarcd in fantasy mogozines during 1938e Ho roponted this publicntion in
1940 (for 1939 issucs), cnd both numbors hove sinco beooro veluable itoms in tho
cycs of colleetors, Tuclkor had alsc struek up ~ friondship with Jemes _vory ns
a result of answoring his .stounding lotter 2nd tho two produced sovernl fan pub-
lications togother,

Sarly in 1938 hc orgenized tho Vulean liamuseript Buroonm, which contri-
butcd largely tc Vulenn Publicntions, a now publishing choin which ho hed orgon-
izod, The prido of Vnlen Publications was o fan magazine called Novo, It was
intondad to be somothing cntiroly new in tho rcalm of fn journalism, boing five
separate nnd distinct titlus bound tozothors Throc of thesec five wore now; Nova,



Seionco Fiction Esq.ar anc Coiencd Fletion Timese. Two, D'Journcl oad Lo Zoibil,
wore of courso rogularijy.nppoaring Tuckor productions. Prebatly in ordor to koup
peace with Taurasi for vihw loss of thoso two to the Vulean fcld, Tucker tasbfuily
labellod Nova a Cosmis.voicon publieations (Of special interost i the Sciuncs
Fietion Esquirc portion wes o cclum callod "The Battlegound,™in which Tucker
appenrlod to Robort Lovmdos to drop tho onus of "decadism" and "Marxism" fenturod
so prominontly in most of his artieles, and roturn to tho strong, undiluted sci-
onoo=ficticnal flevor thet had in past yoars mndo him ono of tho most popular of
fan writors. Lovndes roplind to tho offoet that he would try to write ccensimol
offorts in his formor voin, Lut that boecuso of his nowly-ccmuircd Morxist ou-
look ho could not bc hold rosponsible for any propagenda that inadvorbantly cropt
into tho linose.) Moskowitz prodictod thot becausa of its vory watiro Nowa would
probably novor soc o socond issucs Jnd whon Tuckor did indecd find it neouEsaTy
to dissolve it aftor tho initin)l numbor ho made wry allusion to the propvtacy of
"Merlin Moskowitz,” which natur:lly brought tho two fans no closeor togothor,

From tho forcgoing ono can sce the weltor of abrupt ectivity thot pushe
ad Bob Tuckor brek into preminonce irn o rolatively short time. As the dato of the
coming world scionce-fieticn conventicn appreoanchod, ho had bocemo o powerful fig-
ure dostined to bo a lender in the growth of midewostorn fandome -

In Chieogo, dormont sinco late 1936 wheon the city's SFL chaptor had giv-
on up tho ghost, thero wure stirrings of now aetivities,  ’ now circle of fans
had formed in which the loading figurcs woro such nomes as Mark Roinsborg, Mol=-
vin Korshok, Richard I, Hoyor ond ¥Willianm L. Hamling. The rojuvenation of Ame.zing
Sterios by the local firm of Ziff -Davis wos ospocinlly propitiocus for tho growth
of this e¢irclo, who found oditor Raymond Palmor a sourco of almost cvory varioty
of holp ncodod for forwarding their cetivitios- tlark. Roinsberg was the most ac=
tive of tho group, his columns of .mazing Storics having appeared rogularly for
moro them a yoar in Fontescicnce Digests #olvin Xorshak had dabbled a bit in fane
tasy book doaling, being cne of thoe first fans to garner profitable roturns from
their hobby.

With imazing's Julicn 8. Krupa as art cditor, tho above four collabo-
roated to produco o now fan magazine, d Lstra., Its first issuo wos dntod Moy,
19%9, and sportod o pistorinl nimcographod ecver by Krupr. Gonorally speaking,
the magazine had a sloppy appoaranco, but the material snd oditing was flashy. In
addition to on interview with Roymend Palmer, the editors had menngod te concene
irase dotween their sovers contributions frem E, E, Smith, John W, Campbell, Hugo
Gorrsback, Robert Madle, Harry Worner ond William Hamling. & socond numbor op-
pearod boforc ceavention timo, motericl by Clifford Simnk and Jack Williamson in
the foatured rolcs,

But Rcinsborg, Korshek nnd YMoyor had o misunderstanding with Homling,
vhom thoy accusod of being tomperamontal, and Hamling in roturn rosorted to namo
calling which includod antisSumitic phrasos. Chicago was thus dividod into two
camps, though news of tho schism was lopt out of circulation for many monthsas
Even after the nowe lonkod out, howover, both foctions attommtod to appear to bo
working togethuor,

And against this troubled baclgroand Reinsberp end Korshak plennod to
meke a bid fer o 1940 Chicngo scioncc=fiction conventicn 2t tho forthcoming Now
York effair. Hisboryv was onco moro in the raking.

Chaptor 3¢
The Groat Drive Towerd the Convontion

Tho ond cf 1938 found tho liew Fonden faction, honded by Tourasi,Sykora
and Moskowitz, approaching their objectives merc rapidiy than in their most op-
timistic honos. Oldor orgrnizations and publicntions had boon suceessfully amale=
gematod dnte this new one; which wns recciving prompt suppert. Its offiecinl ore
gan, Fav: Fendom, h~d won tho admiration of Jdohr %, Compocli, dJr,, who pladged to
teo sonvorSion the backing of 'steunding Scioncc-Ficlion, Thrilling Wordor had



Just ciimbad en the o nd weygen.  Jad of course fandom itself had cnddssc’ o a7 ne
tion plems by a fejerity wveks at tho Philadelphic Uontoronse the pravious aubrin,
en oot that antomataos 1y rejreced tho bid by tho Futurinn groups Tho reorgon.
izod "ucons Sf1 caophor wos new onw of tho largost and most aetive fon ¢lubs in
tho country, and os woe howve seon was sorving as o baso of oporotions for Now Fane
dom's convontion csairctions. Fentesy News hed no noar compotitors, end fan po=-
riodicals goliorally worc swinging into line bohind it, tho Cosmic Publicctions
group and the monuscript hurocue Obviously, thon, tho machinery for o susccssful
convention now existod. It ws only up to the oporators to use it properly.

It should be omphasized that although a convontion on o smallor seale
hold in Nowark tho provicus yesr had drovm over h hundred nttendoos, thore vms
otherwise no procedent for vhot was now being attomptods Fects which ovorybedy
teday 2ccopts witheout quostion could not bte +oken for grentod in 1939, Evor tho
most miner aspocks of the affoir presonted prebloms for dobato and discussion ot
that timc, Tha thought that such conventions would bocome onnuel ovonts was give
cn ne thourht whuotscover by tho sponsors; this onc vas planned 25 a "one-shet,"
and the very yoar hod boon chescd baemuso it coinsided with thet of tho Worid's
Feir, and &% wos hoped thot out-of-Sown fons might bo mors likely to atbend with
such 2 deublo prospect in viow. It is intarcshing co conjocturo on how long it
would have takon for a socond converticn to come abont had the first ono fuilud.

Ono can sce thot this initinl world convenkica roquirod far greater of-
fort than did its suscessers, which by and large usod the originnl pattern with
comparntively fow mejor medifisokicrs, dothiuyg was morc rovidine in 19321

To pive fondem ot largo o sonse of solidirity ~nd %o give tho ovent a
truly national flavor lNow Fendem from the outsct anpeinted rogicnal rupresontae
tivos throughcut the zountry o solicit ald e handie eonvention work in thoir
arcase Soon 2 creoss-scecticn of the most influcabial names ¢ the doy formed o
nobwerl: that rosultod in Zarpo regionnl dolegations it tho affair,

Next, tho da*es sot were tho socooud, third ond fourth of July,the hopw
being that the holiday weckond would bring in nero cutsidors than it would loso
Now Yorkers, Events jussificd This hepo.

Tho probiem of deciting upon o convontiern chairman wes discussed. Tho
1de~. of allowing ni: imporbant personage to net as mastor of corcomonies for pur-
poscs cf prostige wmz brooshiod ~ond discardod; profosunce to nny one mogazine odie
tor, for oxnmple, micit discourage cocperniicn frem the cthors and give o gonors=
el air of parvianlitvy  Only o fan ¢ould bo truly neutrals Ultimately Sam Mosko=
wilz was dceidea uvpon &s casirmen, partly buccuscu ho was alrecady choirmen of tho
sponsol ing group tcad pnrdly beeause $ho posontinsl volums of his veicc made micro=-
phone f'ailuros nc rrobler,

snotner quesiior to be resclv.d vias the loetle of ths affair. If hold
cn the gecunds of the World's Frir Ltzclf, officinls ¢ffoerod v froe hall, & dis-
count of 20-70% on ndui.sisn tackuks i¥ marchasod in blocs of five hundrod or
mors, rnd o day to be cnllcd jointliy lhe Scionce Fiction and Boy Seouts of Amore
ice. Dnye This pian wos finnllv diseerdsd lorrusc of the nocossory daily adnise
sion charge cnd the fact thrt tie miny distractions wenld bo harmfule Instoad,
the sponsors arranged Sc roent Carcvan “nll, whose mid-tionhatton location {110 E,
59th Ste) ond low cost mrde 1t ideal.

Remembering ono reascn for tne succoss of the Novmrk cenvontion, Mose
kowitz docidod to institute herc, alse, the plan of hoving fan publishore proparc
spacinrl oditions of thoir journnls for contributicn to omd sale nt Caraven Hall,
Dozons of titlos were ramouncod in shoet ordor, . drivo for contributions to an
auction was bogur, ~nd itoms soon began to peur in from fans and profossionals
2likes Jr additionnl wurst of onthusiasm grooted tho news that = copy of the fa-
mer s fantasy film Motropolis” had boon obtainod for showings Arrangemoents were
bogun. S¢ moke o printed scuvonir pregran booklot nfvailaklo for the convonbione==-
the fivst time this had boon attomptod. This provod vory important, cspecially
sirce ~drorirsonents solicitod for it provided o now medium of rovsnuo. To cdd
on clomen” of fun te tho offair, the fucens SFL organized a seftdell veom ond



challenged tho Philadelphio Seicnco<Fiction Society to o game for fan supromocy
on tho last day of o conventions Finally, Fronk. Rl.Paul, tho famous fontasy arte
ist, was choscd to be gucst of honer ot the convention banguote

8 those devolepmonts Tronspirod they werce individually subjoctod te
tho most intonsivo press-ngoenbry possibles Routino-scoming ovents teday, fons
& deeade age oagerly sconned the black headlinos with which Fantasy News adornod
descriptions cf thoese proparstionss Right up to convention timo, tco, Few Fondom
featurcd colored, silkescroonod covers that wore little merce than posters adver-
tising the ovont, ond carricd behind them oxtonsive and rabid publicity composed
by Sam Moskowitze Largc announcoments woro printod and posted in loenl librarios
ond ruscums, and two sots of eireulars giving all infermation and full travolling
instructicns wore mailed to fans cverywhere,

s promiscd, professionn] publicity wes alsc forthooming. Amazing Sto-
rics, .stcunding Scionce-Fiction, Thrilling Wondor Storics and Scicnce FPietion
all publishod nnnouncemonts of varying lengths with full dotails. In some cnscs
these wore boautifully timed to cppear just near onough to the affair to boost
potentinl octtendonce,

Bohind~tho-scencs activity ronchod new ponks as the great dny grow
noar, Noctings of the convention cermittosc werc held wieokly. % cvory gotheoring
cf the "ucons SFL chopber, without cxecption, vigorous and minutcly dotailed ro-
ports worc presontecd. Fan typovriters clattored cnd pons scrotchod out personal
ictters to acquaintonces ond cclebritics, bogging thom to attend. Rarely had so
moany worked so selflcssly on any fan cvont,

Chaptor L0
The Chearactor of the Opposition

In order that we may cemprchend fully and aceurately the fateful events
wvhich transpired on tho first day of the first world Scionca=Fiction cenvention,
as well os tho motivos inspiring thon, wo must outlino the opposition cncountore
od by tho Now Fandom conventinn cemmitico.

Later national gotherings found little but good will ~nd holping honds
attonding their offorts, but f'rom tno boginning, those of New Fandom wore merkod
by strifc ond desperato mensurcs, The crpenizatien's strugsle for rceocnition
had arousod such widesprecad ovinion ogninst fan fouding thet by ~dopting this as
a plank in its platferm Few Fanden virbually 1ifted itsolf quite a height by its
ovm beotstrapse 8o succossful was tho campaipn vrging cditors to bar sush fights
from fan magozine pagos that by the ond of 1938 only the Futurian-controlled Scie
cnce Fiction Fan and Scionce Fiction Nows Lotter contirued to print colurms of
vituporaticn, most of which was aimod at Now Fondem. For o short vhilo 4t wes b
hoped that when Wollheim sounded his famous "Retroat” (sco chapter 3,) the Fon
would discontinuo thesc off¢rtse--but this was not tc be.

Olon F, Wiggins, cditor of the Fan nnd by covious politics president of
the F.P.L, suddenly lnunchod an rnti-conventien campaizn that for vicicus unreos-
onablenoss had ne parallel bofore nor any since, Its oponing guan wos "What's MNow
about Now Fondom?,™ publishod in the Fobrusry, 1939 Scicnee Fieticn Fan, In
this article ho donicd that thcre was anything novel about Hew Fandom, insisting
the latter was not cssontial to the succoss of the convention,

"Tho real purposes of tho affcoir have beon cverlookod by & mrjerity of fans, vory
fow thore aro who havo foathomed tho ronl truth of the matter. Not threugh ignor-~
anco, porhops, but rather through their cagomessseee I will net o into the
truth of this as I don't wish to disillusicn thosc vho haven't woka up as te wvhat
is going one Rathor shnll I sit bock ond weteh the culmincticn of this farcc.”

Wiggins doubbed that Now Fondom hod formod a new base for fan activity, ond ho
rofuscd it cny credit for the influx of fans into the f£iold that had beon breusht
about since its incoption. Now fandom, heo rcitoratod, had "failed tho fans mige~
orably."
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"..ro its loadors incapablc of hondling the affair now that thoy have startoc Ul

Prosent indieaticns point in that dircetion. Tho New Fonden group ~re not {tha lo-

gical sponsors of tho convention snyhows The only logical cormittoo to handlo
tho convontion is tho ono hoaded by Donald .., Wollhcime seeBoforc it has gono
too far, why not put tho convontion back into the hands of its logicel sponsors.
Tho Wollheim~hcadod groups, For a truc stf. convention for the roal fans and a
roturn tc normal,"

Thotovor Wiggins lost in being cryptic ond ungrammntioal, ho gained in forcoful=
nesss thoro was no doubt wherc his sympeathics lays

ind this articlo was but tho boginning, Ho nlso wrote lottors to ovory
important fantasy mogazino oditor urging that support be withdroym from Neow Fone
doms Ono wns oven publishod in Smnzing Stories' lottor column oarly in 19%9,
-nothor wns brought by John Campboll to tho March 5, 1939 mooting of tho Mucens
SFLs 1In it Wiggins disparagoed thc attompt of appoaling to a mass oudionce, say~'
ing ho doubtod if thorc woro moro than f£ifty true fans in oxistence, and stating
that authors, cditors and artists of fantasy had no placo in such an audiencos A
rotuttal of thoso remarks {togother with the text of tho lettor itsolf) appocrod
in tho March 12, 19%9 issuc of Fantasy Nowss Wiggins roplied to tho rotuttal in
April, 1929 Tgehnoorat (which was distrilutod with his Fon)e This reply was more
on outburst of tompor than a logicnl answore Moskcwitz and Taurasi wero nocusod
of locking "tho nocossury intolligonce" to writo such a robuttale, Compboll (who
refusod to withdraw his allegionce to Now Fandom) was labolled "eithor ignoront
or not awarc of tho full facts of tho chse.” Wiggins doubtod that tho profos-
sionals would contributo mich of anything to tho convontion, rmd thon insistod
that they woro bocking it, but bocouso of solfish motivese . Now Fondom, he ine
timatod, had "sold out” %o the pros. Fans would rus the day thoy ovor supportod
such an affcir,

At this point Wiggins appeared roady tc drop tho deboto, But the Fu-
turiams woro not., The March, 1930 Scicnco Fiction fan found R We Lowndos pitch=
ing the samo brand of ball in on srticle that boro tho samo title as Wiggins'
original one. He oponed with o broadside against Loo Margolies ond Stondard Hag=
azines, maintaining that lMargolios hod promissd the Michelists that thoy would
rocoive reprosontation cn tho convention committoo; Now Fandem having not given
thom notice, he accuscd Compboll, Fargolics ond Weisinger of having made "no of-
fort to follow their plodges. In tho faco of ‘doublo-crossing by Sykora thoy havo
remainod silent and continue to support onc thoy know to be dishonest.” Tho con=
vention wos in incompetent hands, ho maintainod, tut the whight of numbers prob-
ably would moke it o succcss. Indocd, ho hopod it would not foil, for if it did
Now Fandom wculd cerbainly ~ttritutc such on outeome to the "torrible machinae-
tions of tho Michelists, tho rods, the stoogos from Moscow who disrupted the pro=-
coodings bocause thoy could not run thom thomselves." Lowndes conoluded by nce
cusing tho oditors of "welching,” cnd doscribing New Fandom as "ocrookcd,"

Early in Decombor, 1938 Lowndos hzd begun issuing from Springdale,Conne
a woekly shoot entitled Lo Vombitour. This hoktographod publication ran to twe
Yo four pogos; its contonts made no cttompt at being topicel, but woro rothor do-
votod to whatovor struck the writor's fancys Thero wero oxchangos with Srgust
Dorloth and Jack Spcer on fon mattors and politics, and a poll of fans' favorito
storios. Lo Vombitour was not outstending and had but small influenceo upcn ime-
portont fan ovents of the day, but it did scrve the functicn of dirocting anti-
Nov Fandem Propaganda to whotover roadors camo its way. Moro importent, it show-
od thot the npparent rcsipgantion of the Futurions from activity wns nothing moro
thrn the vaoricst camouflngo.,

<8 far back ns Scptembor, 1936 rcguler mectings of the Futurian Socliety
wore being held at the homes of its momberse Thourh small, tho socicty by 1939
wes o loyal, woll=knit group including Donald Wellheim, Frodoriock Fohl, Robert W,
Lowndos, Cyril Kornbluth, Richard Wilson ~nd the up~cnd-coming author Isanc Asi-
mev, whe scerved as seerctory. Tho Futurisns woro tho cctive coro of oprositien to
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Now Fandon and theualliod Fantacy Nows and "ueons SFL, This oppoesition appeLYe .
unificd and woll=plemncds In nddition te matorial in Le Vombiteur, it monifostu’
itsolf in other woys. y

Early in April, 19%9, Froderick Pohl ennounced the formetion of tho Fu.
turinn Federation of the World. This organization, sponsorcd by tho New York Fu.
turions, cnnouncod it would publish regularly Tho Futurian Revicw and devote it
self to corrceting past "mistakes" of such groups as the ISA ond Now Fandom, ..d~
vertising for rocruits began, ~nd cttempts woro made to siphen prospoctive mom=
bers from the ranlks of New Fandom, This "world" fodorotion roceived luke-warm
support from somo young fons (such as Jomes S, svory and Harry Warncr, Jr.),but
monnged to publish only one issue of thoir Roview bofore cenvention timo, thora- -
after completely dropping frem sight. Thoco facks lond the distinet impressicn
that the orgenization was meroly onc moro doviece trying to roduce tho cffcchivo-
ness of New Fandom and the conventien,

Whon Fow Fandom announced acquisition of a print of "Mobtropolis", tho
Futurian Socioty irmodintely circulntod an open lettor domonding to know if monoy
for tho film had been sont to Nazi Gommonye Thoy based thoir demond on a stato-
mont in tho liay, 1938 issuc of Sykore's Sclentifilmakor which s~id that ho (Sy-
Kora) wos "earrying on nogotiations for the romtal of this £ilm from tho original
makerss” s it had beon originally medc by UFA in 1926, hc was of courso inmply-
ing dealings with a German firme But the naturo snd wide distribution of this
opon lottor branded it ~n cbvicus deviec to lower the prostige of the convontion
committocs JAetunlly "Mctropelis" had been obtained on loan from tho filcs of tho
Now York Muscum of Uodern .rt, which owned tho print cutripghte

W the ‘pril 2, 1939 meoting of the "ucons SFL two Fauturions, Richerd
“ilson ~nd Cyril Kommbluth, worc present, ond tondored on officinl offor from the
Futurian Socioty thet the two organizations hold a Joint mooting for the purpose
of promoting harmomy, Bocousc of tho long-standing differcnccs betweon tho two
greups, "ucons diroctor Towrasi vicwed this attempt at coneiliatien with suspice
itn, particularly in tho light of the "Motropolis" opiscdo, thon tut o fow wocks
old, Ho fearod it might bu 2 triek of tho Futurions to infiltratc and disrupt
tho Muoons STL, having good ronson te remember thoe feorner's abilitics ‘nlong such
linos vhon ho rcenlled how they ongincercd his own impeachmont back in the days
of the Uroator Now York SFL chaptor. Further, sinecc mony Futurians worc admitted
ccrmunists nnd commrist- sympathizors, he folt that assceiaticn vith them would
be devrimontal %o his ciub. Ho thoreforo fell back on the Margelies stipulntion
bhot Youlhoim and Sykore and their followers could nct be anctive in the samc SFL
chzpter, and on this Yasis rogquosted Kornbluth and Milscn to leavo tho hall, Put
the lostor twe roquostoed the decisien on tho quosticn to bo put to the mumborship’
prosente Taursnsi then rulod “hak te docide othorwise than ho hed would involve
changing the chapter cherter in the 1izht of Marpolics' stipulation in groanting
it; ond that initisting such o chango would be possible (if ot 211) only through
roquost of a momber present. _ré nclther Xormbluta nor Wilson, of coursec, were
“ucens SFL mombors. No mermber spcko; overyone was willing tc let the dcoision
Tourasi had voiced stand.

Sam Feskowitz stopped Wilson before ho loft mnd askod hin point-blank
if ho favored Now Fandem's spensorship of tho conventicne It was an ospocially
portinint quostion, since Wilson was ot oncc a Now Fandom Mombor and o Puturians -
"hon he replicd in the affirmntive Yoskowitz aslkod him to print o statemont to
tint efficet in his Fows Letter tc clarify his stand to cutsidorss. 4is o result
“ho April 8, 1939 Scionce Piction News Lotter Corried the follovring romarks by

IA'Y 4 v 4

"Sam Hoskowitz has osked us to stato mublicly that wo favor Now Fan-
dem's sponsorship of the Jorla Scionce Fietion Convontion this July, if wo sc th=
cughty in order, prosum-bly, to bonish eny doubt in pecplots minds, Ceonsider it
Serficloens Now Fanden also wishos it knowm that the film "Mctropolis,™ wkish 411
Bo shevr At the affeis, wis obtainod frem an ‘morican £irmy .eand $hal nct one
pfonniy wils go to der Vaterlen? for its rontal.,... Tho Hooxist Hanhotdag i tis o
Nrlv o Fally, are mireoring hanrdly e theralaves at. NF's mary 1o this Givecekion

.
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ineidontally, ore suiggering happily e themsclves ot FF's move in this ﬂiruc?¢on
n' sinco ‘Metrepolis' was made in Socinlist Gormany by a bunch of rcid«how Commnists
and fairly cozcs preopagenda,”

This statemont proved of great signifie~ncc, for frem its teno and from the cdi~
torinl "wc" casuel ronders got the impression thet ilson was sposking for tho
Futnrions in general .rather thon for himsolf aloncs teny thorofore felt the tvro
rivel groups were working together.
In later years the Fuburicns clnimed that they had gone cut of thelr
| wry to be noutnal, hod kept thoir honds off the corvention and allevred Nowr Fonfom
3 f" the uwtmost loovway=~=-and this despitc thoir focling the group wos unqualificd to
hrndle the cffair and that thoy themsolves wurs unjustly troatod. Existing ovi-
dcnee shows this cloim tc be uthterly falses Wilsen's statement did not chock
the ecnstont borrape of Futurien mnti-low Fandom propaganda, which continued un-
abatod up tc the very ote of the c-nvontion,.
In the May, 19%9 Scicnec Figtion I'mn which wme distributod two months
" 2ftur the apmoarance of the ohove-quotod Wilsen st-tomont{amnlo time feor its
writhdrawal from publication k.2 the outhor s desircd) Donald Wellhein's colurm
| "Fenfarnde" launched et cnother stt~ck on tho e-nvention and its laacers.aftor
‘ plugging the Futurian Federatisw of the World Wollheim declarced tho Hew Fondom
’ meoting wog merely an adveritising ernventi n' orescnted far the benefit of the
profiessicnals alone since thors wevid bo na fermnl business tn ne moticons from
tho floor, The Futurimns, he s~id, woeuld held ~ mecting of <heir cvm the doy nf=
Q tor this "privatoly=cumed oditors’ ~Avertising conventicn.” Completoly ignering
the statemonts elarifying the status of tho "lMetrewolis” film, he rohashed the
| issua from the stondpoint of tho Futurinn opun lctter ~nd quote’ Sykern's romorks
l again os proof positive that the film print was beirng rented from Germnn sourccse
Thon, forgotting thot ho had just clmimed thore weuld bs no motions allowved from
{ the floeor at the Kow Frndom convention, Wellhuinm controlicte? himsolf by prodicte
ing that Sykere woul” reilroe through - metior chongin~ the nome of YNew Fondonm
1 to the Intormational Scientifie ..ssocinticrn, the older group of which he had once
| bzen nresident,
Yot througheut 2ll thegse ~ttncks How Fondem had howod e¢losoly te their
| no='oud policy, confining thomsolves norely te fermrl cxplanations ef the facts
behinl the "liotropclis™ rontal an? Wiggins' lottor Campbell, Hewover, tho con-
tinwous barragc wes werryinge. HNew Ponden spencers were, in offect, pionccrs,
| Thoy were tackling whot up te then vins the biggest f7n job over attempted. Thoy
neaded cvory bit of holy thoy could 4ot, nd felt it rensonable to suppesc that
if some, sich as the Futurions, wore wwrilling te help, they ~t lenst would nct
go out of *their way te horm the offair, DBut the facts show elearly that Now Fan-
dom w2s subjectod €e a most trying ordeal, nd that the nature of the copposition
wns definitely caleculatcd to be damaginig. This shoul ! be earefully berno in mind
when conpraising tho situation soen to follove

Chantur Ll
The First “orld Scicnec~Fiction Convention

W - July 2, 1939, first doy o tho coenventien, wos o fair doy with the tome
peroturo in tho mid-cighticss At 10:00 i.0.. the hAll, lceatzsd on tho fourth flcor
of tho building, wns openod sc that the growing greups of fans in the strout be=
low might have o comfortablc place to cengresatc and cenverse befors the pregrom
get undor way, rofroshment stond s0lling soft drinks and nio ot o nickel per
portion wes nlgse encned.
Jmeng the things first impressing o fan arrival wore the striking mo- Li
demity of the newly deccrated holl; tho cripinal eclored paintings for covers of 1
p fantasy magazines, loaned cspeeinlly for the neeasisn, and including o colored
roul original mever bofere publishad; and the officinl scuvenir bockleot with its
I shining gold covures The latter, it shonld be neted, had beon printzd by the old-
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vime fan Conrad Misperts It foaturcd orizinnl duecratioms by Fronk R, Paul arc
two pnges of photegraphs of such woll kaiowve: profcssionals as Stanley Ge Woinboun,
Honry Xuttnor, Dewvid H, Keller, Otis .y Elinc and othors.

From tho carlicst heurs it could casily bo scon that the cenvontion had
beon successful in bringing distant fans togethore Thoro was o Califernic delo-
gation composcd of Forrest Jickermon, lorojo =nd Bradbury. From Toxus had cone
Dele Hart, Julius Pohl, 4llen R, Chorponticr and .lbert S, Johrstene Now and ¢ld
Chicepe fons wero reprosented in Erle Korshak, sinrk Reinsberg, Williom Dillonbock
mnnd Jack Darrowe i phcotograph of Darrcow ond ckormon, mest famcus of the letter
writers to fantasy magazings, was cf coursc token for pesteritys Soverdl Concd=-

ioms uames lont an inbornaticncl flover to the convonticne Othors, tce, had trove ‘1

ollcd long distences to attond. Therc wos Jack Williamseon fror Hew lioxico; Ross
Rocklynne from Cinecinnati; Mclsen Bond from Virginia. aucng othar authers in at-
tondance were Iarl Vinecont, Ray Carmings, lonly Wade Wellmon, Bdmend Homilton, L.
Sproguc de Camn, Issac “simev, Normen L. Knirht, BEando Binder, John Vietor Pet-
¢rzon, Froderick C, Puinton ond Malcolm Jamesons In additicn to Fronk Re Paul,
artist Chnrles Schneemen vwins in adtondance, ~nd the profossicnal fontasy magazing
cditors wors ropresented by Corpbill, Margolics, YWeisinger, Heornip ond Famsworth
Tright of Yigird Teles, who urnfortunntcly arrives ftor the main scssions had hoen
concluded, iany of the authers, cditrs ~nd artists brought wives and childron
writh theme Tresont zlaec viere such welleln~ai fontasy fong aos Dovid Ve Reed, La

s Eshbach, John D. Clarl:, Davi¢ 7, Cno¥c, R. D. Swishor, ¥ilten ... Rothm~n, Os-
wald Troin, Xeancth Stoerling, Charles Fo, Ksanda, Robort ... Young, Scett Feldman,
Julius Schwartz, Vida Jamoson, Jehn V. Boltndenis, Wolter Sullivan, Gortrude and
Louis Kuslan, Devid L. Kyle, Robert . indlc, John Giluntn, Julius Ungor, Richard
™ilscn, ilerbert Goudket, Rohert . Thompson, . Lengloy Soarles, Arthur Widner
cnd Leon Imrg.

Fiftcon sperial convonticn publicntions had been iscucd for The cecos-
isn. In additien Tc the progrom wvoolklet there were Jaek Speoor's justly famcus
Up tc Mow, ~ 20,000=vord acccunt ¢ fon history te date, the first sorious attome
pt along such lines; Louis Kuslom's Cosmic Tales Specinls Morosje's Stephion the
Stfon, a booklet contrininz fresinile signaturcs of fomius scivnce-fictionists
ns wcl) as o blink page lor atbondecs tc sclizit autographs of othors prosont;
Fotyonolisz, econbributed by Lekermrn; Wilsen's Escaps; The Fentosy Collcctor of
Forsnoi: Hario Racie's Fantasy in Oporn; Vo Houben Sgys; Le Zembie, publishod by
Beb Mrckor; Sully Robords' Scionce Fiction bboteir; Tho Grab Bas by Tec Diktys
Eob Formanck!s Fante-Vorse; We have < Rendozveus, techneeratic propangnda issuod
by Russoll J, Hodgkins; and Daniel keFhnil's stfe and Honcesenso. The wido vori-
cty of muklieaticns wrs arple ovidonec of the interost fandem teck in the
nrocccdinn s,

0f the throe Now Fanden leaders only cne waes prosent at the hnll doring
ho initinl mcrning sossicn. Feskowitz was ~rrangirg last-mimate Zdevails ot his
Lewnr's homo, ~nd Sykors wms likowiss at hine, busily cngajed in binding oncugh
ccrics of the July Now Fandor for cenventizn distributicns So it happined theg
yhon the nein body of the Futurian proup=-<fellheim, Levndes, Pohl, Kormbluth end
Gillospio=mmstoppdd from the clovater oud honded teowerd the hall Taurasi alene
woeg on hend fo eenfreornt them ~rd auostion their ripht to center in vicw of their
flocrant anti=conventien cetivitics.

Wow, pricr 1o the convention the Muw Fondon ho~ds had discuss 4 what
pourso should be tokon if -~ Maturisn delogrtion did put in on appearsnces Thoy
folt, first of 11, thot in vicw of the Futurisns' slurs thoy mirht not crme o
~11. Fub if they Aid, then the triumvircte felt sericus eonsiderntion should bo
civern o oxcluding thome Tourasi, Sylora and Foskowitz reacihod no definite do=-
cisim, however, other thrn that the Tuturian group wes not to cntir the hall une
lesx it first satisficé tho cenventirn hends as te i1ts jcod intentiens,

So in tho abscnes of any coensultant, Tourasi folt it wevld be wisost
to rofusc ontrenes to thesc Futurirns until his confreores crrived. .nd whon Hos-
¥ouitz made his appearsmce Teurcsi wes still argmiing with the weuld-be ~ttendees,

'\
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enlod sgkowitz, mointaining thet he had not corriod cut ony
» ageinst tho convention f‘-!’)’, that he haad ecmo without propeganda of any sort
stritute, and thot the intentions of hiwscelf nd of his greoup were nieroly

5 with -others present and have a geod tiime. Moskowitz then deeided to por-

the quintct to onter, coenditiennl te his first spoakinr to Sykoro as o matvo
ourtosy. ,
(.t this peint it might be askod why the much larsr Futurien group did
simply brush past Tavrnsi ond Mogkewitz sinec, as they lator stated, thoy do-
tod the cthicel grovnds on which they were boing kept oute fside from tho wish

' g2 onter properly, rcaders should bo rominded that both Taurnsi wnd Hoskovitz

sighod closc te 200 peunds, and next te scicnce-fietion ifoskewitz's greatest on=
thusinsn was boxing.)
y % wns ot this juncture thnt fate played its peculinr hand, Sykora, it
happened, vm.s not dostined to arrive until considerebly later, and in tho ner-
1 ccurse of cvents Mosvouritz ond Teurosi would simply have vnitcd a roasenable
gimg onA then npernitted the Fuburians te entor. Iut tho next group of fans loowy=
ing the elovoter included Leuis Kusl-n, tho well=Xnowm Cennceticut fan, He Cor-
icd in his hand o littlc yellow pemrhlot titlod,.: Toarningll "Look whot John '
i chel gove me dowmstairs befere,” he soid as he honded the pamphlot to Moskowitze
— hol, whe had joincd Tho cthor Futurions swaiting entry, said rothing. .
Tho pamphlot <ms J~ted July 2, 1079, an? its covor also boro ‘the head-
ing PINPORT.NT! Rond this Immcdintolyt” It containcd four poages of text, and
when licskowritz opened it he foun? himsolf rocding the fellewing:

BEY. RT OF Y7 DICTLTORSHIF ‘I

YOU, vho are reading this pamphlat, hove come to sttond tho Werld's Scionce Fictio:

onvontion. You are to Lo praised for your atteondonece end cormplimonted on tho typo
1 of fictim in which you ~rs intercsted. Bat, TODLY BE LWLRE OF .Y HOVIMENT TO
BCH OR FILILY YOU INTC SUT'ISSIGE  Romombor, this is YOUR cenvention, for YOU!
Bs en tho alcrt, last certain welleorgrnized minoridtics usc you Lo ratify their
~ earefully concoivaed plons.
)

, WY DLS TLIWINGT

This wrning is beinz ziven to you by o ~roup of sincore scionce ficticn fons. The

i‘o'c\.sons for this wornin: arc mumercugs 19%Y RE PALD UPOY EVENTS OF THE PASTe=e

particulerly cvents which tock plaes ~t the Fewark Convention of 1937 A% that
ime the gathoring of fans snd intorust.d rondors wes pounded into obodience by

. - N ~ ) - '3 -
L e errtrelling cligue. The Howerk Cenventicn s .t up dictaterially, thc machinery

»
!

or the convortion which you ore new sttonding, THE HEYARK CONVSKTION MUST NOT BE.
MIPTTIN TO RTERALY ITSTLF! It romains in vour powier to soe that this convontion
“.e_.y vill bo ~n examplc of perfaet demceracys
l $TRTLIEG F.CTS
The Mucene Seionce Fietion Lonmuc wos formed b the Howerk Clique, aftor that con=~
vtion, in order to roke tho necocssary loc.l orgonizaticn upon which tho dicto.to-.
rinl ccnvention eormiittoc eould bose itsclf, The oditors and those dspendent on
then for o living, the auwthers, havo mado it a duty to abtond "uoons S.F.L. moct-
rcgrlerly in order tc keop it going ond to keep the 1939 convention in hand,
£ th: clecticas held lnst mooting, hold openly so os to deteet ony possiblo oppe
gsiticn, thu throc dictateors wore roecloctod unaninously in perfect un-democratic
harmony. ‘
- wrill HIGHM H'NDED 7.CTICS

'| l the sare timc that the ™icens S.F.L. was established, o large number of Now

City fors formed tho Futurian Socicty of Wow York. Contrary tec mich prop=
nda, tho Futuricn Sceioty is net confincd te communists, micholists, or othey
slcmorts; it is o dermceratic club, run in o comeerctic wmy, snd reflocting :
ngo Licticn fon 2ctivityeess
& LOLDED "ELPON *
‘orldts Qcicnee Fiction Convontion of 1930 in the hands of such horctofore '

I i
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ruthless scoundrols is - loade? woanen in the hands of such mene This weopon ccon
be cimed ot their crities or coma be usod $e plast all fandoms But YOU, tho read-
ors »f this short article, orec the crmnition. It is for YOU tc decido whether you
shall bow boforc unfeir tactics ond onderse tho carofully arranged plons of tho
Convention Cominittoce Bowars of any crafty spcoches or sly appeolse BE ON YOUR
GU..RD!

The booklst onded after a few more parcgraphs of a similor nature, ond was signed
The .\sscciaticr for Demoeracy in Scicnco Fiction Pandom,'

ctually the pomphlct had been cempesed ond printed by Futurien David
Kylc on the prosscs of his brother's konticello, ieY. Fowspnpore. FPut this, of
course, woas ncs kmovm to Moslkewitz until eomsidorably later. .t the time, tho
chargo that New I'ondem wos a pupnet in tho hands of the professiennls, thc kingd
words for the Futurien Socicly, the cry of dictatorshipe-<these appearcd tut a
repetiticn of the clichos that had been hurlced agninst conventicn beckers for the
past yeor, .nd it scomod to lMeskevitz, os it probably weuld have te =ny rcason-
able man 3ir: his nlace, that the Feburicns had come prorared to ogitete agnainst
and nossible disrupt the proccedin':s,

tleskewitz turned to Wollheim and s~id, "I theousht you just stated th-t
you weuld do nething to hurt the cenvertion.” Wollheim shrusged his sheuldors
and eyed the pamphlet. "I didn't orint thor.” "But his group was passing thom
out," Louie Kuslan quickly addec.

FHew thoroughly worricd by the turm of cvonts, loskewitz wont dovmstairs
te scc if Sykora had ~rrived «s yot. Feiling to fird him, he roturned borely in
time tc intercent the bulldine atbtendant, faurice Je ieisler whe informed him
thot he was wontod by pelicemen weiting on the stroct lovels It appecred that
Tenurcsi, bofere Meoskewitz's arrivel, hod anticipated Aiffioulty in restraining
the Futurions and had called upen LfPlclﬁl 3051utunco. Moskowitz explained tho
situation te tho officers, siying he belioved he could handle it, tut asking tho
pclice to step back in mn heovr or so te cheek, which thoy agreed to do.

:8 ke concluded this cenversation, his oyc vns caught by bright cclors
bineath o ncar-by rodiator. Investipation shewed that hore werc eached severzl
hundrcd copics of booklets printcd bv the Tuturinn Sceicty, of Kow Yorke In the
pross of eirocumstnncos, with no cppertunity te recd thor corefully, Moskowitz ag=
sumad frem their erigin, euthcership -n surrephitovs concealmont that they weroe
furtheor anti~econvontion propoganda.

(Leter cxamination showod the beeklets te be roeruiting fodder for tho
cruse of #ichelicsm, thoir comnen d=r~11r~+rr being more pro-Nnrx thon anti-Now
Fandom. Thors wero five differont titlss, 2s fallows: in ‘mazing Story, by Rob-
bert Lowmdos, a bitter, five-paged CUMJOﬂthiOH c¢f oditer Raymond Folmer beceause
ke mblished anti-Rissian ~nd ~nti-corrmnist storics Nead Bnd,193%8, alsc writton
by Lowndcs, which discusscd whothior the drenms cxprossen in fanteostic fietion
comlc cver be brokon by ceeoncmic, sveial or psychological disastor from o Marxist
vicwpeint; John ki chel's A 'ﬂunhﬂfion of the ¢".SF, (a roprint from the Jpril, 1938
Scicnce Fictin .dvenee); o roprint from Now Masscs of Unton Sinclair's arkicle,
Seionce Fiction Turus To Lifo, which is = riview of two sccinl satires, Show ond
Side Show, by Joshua Rosott ond F, C. Large's, Sughr in the Zir; and The Purnoso
2t seivnce Fiction, in which british far Douglas ¥, F, Moyer cxpressod the cpin-
ien that scicnco-~fiction broadencd o funts horizon, ond cven if it did not lcad
aim o takeo un o sciontific carcr, 1£ it could but influcnco him to follow npo=
iitienl novements pronotlng social reform Qsuch as, of coursc, the Futurlans) it
weul® be acconplishing its purpose.)

It socmed tc Moskowitz at this juneturc that LhG FPaturions intendod to
dclupge the convontion with unfavorable materinl, .t the same time he still hoped,
for tho scke of harmony, that this difficelty could be rosolved snccthlys When
ho returnod upstairs, thorefero, he qnﬂro“cnﬂd ollhcim and askcd: "If we let you
in will you promisc on ymwr wvrd of henor that you will do nething in any way to
disturb the progress of the conwvention?” "I wo do anything to disturb tha conw




vorticn you con kick us out, "Wellheim repliods "We don't want to kick yeu out,

snid Meskowitze "Wo sivply woant your aonored promise nct to harm the conventicn.'

But this promise Wellheim adamantly rofused tec give. Lator he claoimed he eculd
make no such promisc beeose Moskowitz intended it to be binding on his frionds
o8 woll ~s himsolfs This cllegaticn is untrie, for Moskowitz then spoke to oach
Muturian nonbor, offoring to admit cny ono vho wwuld guarantce his owvm cenduct by
50 promisinge. Or this basis scvorcl wore admitte, Richard Wilson, Jack Rubinson,
Loslic Ferri, Isanc [simov and Duvid Kyle among theme But the corc of the group
=~=T01lheix, Lovmdes, Pohl, Kormbluth wnd Gillespic-=-chcse to remein with=

onts .:nd vhen Sykera arrive? somewhot loter ho thereughly concurred with the ac-
ticn thot Hoskewitz and Trnurasi hnd talben, deelaring that it veuld be the height
ol fclly to admit any fan vho wonld refuse to premiso not to couse Trocubles

It is pessible that the Maturians rofusog adnittonce wenld have behowed
in orderly fashion in the hall aend, aside from veicing indiznaticn ~t their ro-
cepbion, would have onterod intc the spirit of the gatheringe. It is conceivable
nlso that the rofusal of Wollhein mnd cthers to promise good behavier corn be laid
ts personal prides Put to Fowr Pandom leaders, in the light of past oxpericnces,
refusal fo promise not te cruse trouble munt ~ne thing; that this was precisoly
whot the Muturiane wore going te crusc. Sykera, Iﬂurnsl snd Foshovdtz remember-
cd the oxpulsicm of Sykcr: from the Gruct.r MNow York SFL; tho rcfusal to admit
to membership Csheroff cnd boskowitz b the same crgmnization; the subtorfums om
ployed in scliciting signnburcs to o potition of rerrimend rognrding tho cpora-
tion of tho 1938 Kowar!: convontiun, s well as the Comrunist propagrnda distribe-
utod at that convention; the steady bombardmont of ~tuso that preparations for
the 1929 gathoring hod elicited; and thoy remombered, too, that all these things
had been ongincered by Futurisns of frionds of FMuturians. % the ceonventicon hall
they found the Fuburione distributing »lainly disruptive literaturc in ~dvance cof
the mcoting, and appurontly armed with o reserved stoclk of similar materiale Face-
cd with those Cacts, ond with a group of frns refusing o simple prorise net to
causge trcuble, what conclusion wiro they to como to?

In rotrespect, we can sce thoir dilemmc merc claarly. Loecking ot the
circumstonces in tho most poessimistic light, wo can soc that the Futurians had
cverything to goain and little to losce If nllowed to cnter, thoy could have dis-
rupted prococdings, and thus vreved their prior elnin that How Fandom wos incon-
petent te run o successful convention; if not nllowed te onter, they cculd point
to ancther nrior claim of Hew Fandom's being ossentially dictaterinsl ns nrovod.
Indood, Futurion stratogy may hove beon devised vith these possibilitics ferumost
in mind. %Phethor it was or not, Futurions stced to gain public sympathy =25 o ro-
sult »f the convention if thov played their enrds proverly nce nmotbor vhat stond
Nowr Pandom took.

it is of course impossible to a2y, oven now, if Now Fondom's deeision
was the viscst that could be mades It con still be argued pre and con. ..t least
we e sc¢e how it crmo tc Vo nede, nd sheuld undorstand thot bicskoritz, Tourasi
and Syk-ra folt thomsolves to bo acling for the good of the greatest number pree-
senb, and thereforo te be cdepting tho mornlly risht coursce It vms a course
thot viclated the principles of cceepted convontlon harmony incwitably, hewsver,
and we shall 1otor sce onc which broucht beth condermation ard parsensl dif-
Picultics te the formiletors.

o later times the oxcludod Tuturisns made severnl attempts te onter
the hall, usunlly in pairs, but were stepped by Trurasi or the attondmat leislor,
vhe had crfors not to permit’ thom ontrancc. Insido the nall, moomwhile, Futuri-
*ns :nd their frionds who had boen admitted cireuloatod sbeut and did their best
tc rully support {or thoso outsidos Tho ladicvs presont, particularly Morcje and
Fronces Swishor, cttomptod overy method of roasom with the triumvirate, though
to ne offocts Loslic Porri porsucdod Jack Willjamcon to anpreach Meskewitz on
the mottcr, and others procent subjoctod Trurasi and Sykors to similzr wressurcs
Dovid Kylo passod about the room, digtrituting circulars cnnouncing that the Fu-

turions weuld hold o confervnce of their own the day after the convontion,



Debatec on the agtion of New Fondom leaders grew inm %empo until by twe o'cslack,
whon the convention was schodnled to be eelled to order, the tasl seemcd on im-
possible cne. The entire attendance was milling sbout and discussion vas rife.
Would the convention break up befare it had sven bepun?

At this point Iaurice leisler, the attendant, nuaged Voskowitz, who had
paused irresolute. "Call the corvention to order,” he saids "Thay'll have to
come to @ docisicn on whother thev stay or go. DBut if you let thiags go any
further as they are you won't heve a convantion at all.” toskowitz looked dubviouss
" Go shend,” urged Hoisler. "I've scen this sort of thing happen befora. Call it
to order and your troubles are over,’

loskowitz asconded the plaliorm and vmlled to the podiume There, disdaine -~
ing the microphone, he bellowed: 'In the nomo of New Fadnom I call this, the first
world scienco-fiction convention, to orderi™

The convorsation znd conbroversy sabdued, and Nevr Fandom workers on the
convention comiithec started for their seats or for positions of assignment. The
editors and anthors, who had grnerally remained aleof from the diffienltics that
had alreacdy tronspired, tool: their seats also, and were followed in this action
by those who werc attcnding tho convenvion for the first time and thoso who had
been irtrcauced to fartasy by the cvent., ith the sreat majority secated, debate
ing fans had littlo choice nt te follow suit or withdraw from tho hall, They
also tbok their saats, as did finally Futurion Socioty members and thoir friends,
most of whom wore now in the halls "ho erisis was past,

Sam tloskowits opened the progrem with an address of welcome. Said he
el

"You lmow, it's really a soul-inspirinsg sight to a lovor of scionco-fice
tion to sbend on this pletform ond paze dovm at an asscembly of twe hundred or more
kindred souls, Fivo yoars oro I might have swid that such an assembly was imposs-
ible {in feet a few of wmy collcagues were reading my thoughts L.ck to me only a
foir hours ago)e But ner, onc slance assures mo that the ewent is o success! Tho
World Scicnco Fiction Comventiorn, zrobably the groatest gatheiin: scicnce-fiction
has cver Jnown, is at this momert rocordin~ its name indelilly on the record of
history."

This vas indeed o vitsl mowunt iy the lives of the conveonbion committoe;
all its memhors 21t that a groot yrorraassive step forward had boon taken in the
face of' contimous tnrmoil and strifc, In Mwre days world conventions might
surnass this one; they wndenbtsdly -rovld be held in morc harmorions sottineg tat
this wos the first-~-cnd its ¢ficel on the strietvre was te bz nrefovnd.

ifbor tho eisborary oulogiocs and wrlumowicd emerts, iloskewitz went on to
differentiate the active farntasy far from e cntire grovp of fictior rcaders as
e elass w.irue, ueparclleled in intoresy and cnthusiacnm for his literary choicees
lic roir.tod cut thul sclonce-~fiction wras o the thrishold of vast cxpansion and
groat .r popnlarity, and that an effor™ mist be mado fic plot its course and guide
its devolomionl. He agked altendecs Lo woiph thoir words earciully ot this cone
vention, for they could he excovtionnlly influcntizl at o time wher ovary importe
ent ame in the field wus either nrosent or cagoriy awaiting roport of cvents.

loskevwdtz roviovwed The highlishts ef the 1938 national convention held
in Fownrk, wishing to maintuin ths eonlimity of conventions by prosenting vhat
amounted to 1he minutes of the provious oncs In order to aid the continuily still -~
farther b asbad for o volunteor from the audicnce to act as scerctary for this
r.therings Raymond Van Heuten offired nis sorvices, 'hich were acceptod.

The first spoaker introduecd was Willian Sylkora. The titlo of hie ad-
Mrces weg “Heicnco Metion nnd Heow Fandome” He offered the presontation of this
conven’ion as nroof that fans =wwro not escapisis; cscapists, he meinbained, could
naver have tushed threugh so massive er affair, any more than the: ccvld have cro-
ated ¥ow Feadom, the "ucens SFL or the many cmotiswr journals in oxistencc. Es-
capists might exist, Lt thary ware a Tiny wminority. Hc concluded by saying:

“My messa‘c, thon, Lo you delogates from far and near to this rroat gathoring is
this: Thethzr wo bolicve thet seicnca-fictlon justifics its oxistcnec as pure
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ortortaismont or not, lot us not pormit oursclves to bo labellod as savc the werld®
croackpots; 12t us rethor take the messagoes of the -wthors of scionco-fiction, and
working toguthier, hand in hond with prorressive Few Fandom, strive to mekc vhe
fancics of seicnce-fiction bocome realitys”

Leo Marmulics, editoriaY dircotor of Sihondard agazincs, vas introduced
and seid, “1 didn't think you follows could be so dorm® sincers. I1've just dis-
eusscd plans with my oditor Mert Toisinger for o now idoa in fontasy magozincsSees
£t +411 intercst 211 of vou.” F- did ot statc what the idea was at the timo,
possibly fo preclude compebitirs' utilizing i, buf the idca developed to bo a
charactoer fontasy magazine titled,Captain Futurc.

Hoxt Konnoth Sterling, romembored for his storiss in Tonder Storics in
nrevious vaars, asked for permission to rocd on announcoment of a proposcd momer-
1a1 volumo to J.F. Lovesraft tic be mublished Ly -ugust Dorleth and Donald Fane
drnie ™o book wos to bo entitled, the Outsider ond Others, and he bogged attin=
docs to rally to its support by seading in 3,50, thc speeinl advanco pricce

fi.on folloved the introduction of the feature spoaker, Fromk H, Pl
whose many illustisticns in {.ntusy magezincs had brought him wide faric cnd greol
powulority. Though his hair hod furmo. crey "nd o ¥raco of Austrion aceent had
not 1left his speoch, ho woe in mannur and ctatoment tyoical of the averags seole
enco-Tickion lovor. [is tslk wos titled 18eicnce Fietilon, the Spirit of Youth."
Safd ho in parc:

“Two thousind yerrs ago & nesting such -z this, with all thesc rcbellious,
advenburcsone minds, wonld have be:on looled upon as o VEry scrious psvchological
phenomencr, ana the leadors would hove Foor out in chains or at least burned at
tho stakoe Put today it v well he comsidered the healthiest sign of youthinl,
vide~aymlks: mindcessto disenss subjects hevond tho rango of the wvuracs provincial
mivds

Pha scicneu=fiction fan o:ny woll bo callcd the advence guard of progress
veelhc) is intensely infer.ostad in gvervthing going on cround him, differing road-
scally from his eritic, His critic is hommod in Ly o swmall provincial horizon of
acoonlod orthedoxy nd humdrun roalitiss ond sither dons net daru or 1s tco lazy
to roacii btowend thet horizor.

Ovcs in « whils we alse find cmininunt scionbists throwing coli water on
our iothusicem; for instonec the other doy Dre Robort HMillikan snid wo should stop
droamin: about aktonie power .nd seloar povire T0ll, o rmch as we lovs tho doctor
ns onc of tic foremest ceimiists of the dey, boecuas he conmot sey its rcalize-~
tion or gots tirud ol romearch is no ronson to _ziv: up hops tiint soms sclientist of
the Muture mizht not atiack the problum nnd rias 1%, 'Mict saoms utborly impossiblo

£adoy moy ke cermordlice tororrow.e”

Thus Aid Frank T, Favd nronhesy, offering us & modol Di. Lrthur Compton, 'eeewho
soes ~11 kinds of forees in naturc..e.which cro wiiting for discovery or cxploita-
ticm.” Mo Cinishod with the stotement, “esoin the future wm will lokasirs | {oRMBELY (iafe:
bobtor seimce-fictim with tho ceecnt on sciurcos” The ovation that listenors
gave janl's tollk wes ftrerendous, oS b boon that watch grooted his emrlior in-
fEsataction

Ray Cwmmings, well knowm athor of "fhe Girl in tho Geldon bbom - WS
introducad franm the floer, .nd wns srechted Ly an excopbional display ol onthusiasm,
surprising, for his rveont storios had roceived advorse criti-

s

zinzs! and roaders' columms.

Yric{ interwdssion was then exllcd while the projector cnd scrson

wero sob up for the showing of thc film “Motropolis.” Its story concorncd the
slovory in o futurs ags of rost of tho poople, who vero dictatorially centrolled
by heir governuent, nd in portions was so mzledromatic as to becomo a comodys

L oitv wasker iz considering chenging his hamon werkers for tircless robots. Ho

a3 o seicntist congtrvet for him o robol in the forrm of & Boratiful woman; this
is to he ussd Por inciting riotz and sabotage ameng the werkers, therby orovid=-

i an cxeusc for rass loyofls, and tha snift tc robot comtrols. The subtorfuge

yaiich wea porhup
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succonrds~=~tut in tho ensuing violonec the inventor of the robots is killed and
his socrct lost, The master is then forcoed to mnke poaco with his workers on thoe
most wvavorable terms ho can get. Dospitc the cruditios of acting, "Metropolis™ is
memorable for its vividly imaginetive fubture sconcs.

.ifter ancther rocoss of considerable conviviclity tha convontion rocon-
vened, John Campbell of .istounding, spoko next on "The Chonging Scicnce~Ficticn,
He vointcd to "Mebropolis” as an exumplc to show how science~fiction was advalc-
inge o conpared thc crudo dosoriptier accompanying the oarly scionce=-fiction
character Hawk Carso with that utilized in present-day storios. Compbell statced
that science~fiction must continunlly advance, and that there must be no halt in
the dOVulopmcnt cf plot and story; ord his magazine, he deeclarcd, was dediccted
to presenting "modern! typos of scicnco-fiction and keeping abroast of tho times,

Mortimor Woisinger then spoke on “Mor and Seicnce-Fiction,® This talk
wos davoted to entortaining cnecdotis concorning suck woll-lmown figurcs in the
ficld as Stanley Weinbanm, T. O'Conor Sloune, Eando Pindor, Devid Keller, cte.

Following this, Sam Moskowitz turned tho gavel over te William Sykora,
who continucd in the rolc of mostor of coromonice, introducing most notables pro-
sent, including Charles Hornig, vho cpolic ot some lvnrt1 cxpounding his ideoas on
the development and futuro of scicnce-~{icticne

The convenbion thcen &djourncd to the auction, in which original cover
end interior drawings from ferntaisy mopazines, hundreds of the magazinoes themsolves
(including some OOWﬂloto sots), numorous srnuseripts by famous authors and rare
fan megagzings in alnost 1im*t1v38 amounts verc offcrad. A ccmplote eatalog of all
material seld wos never cempiled, sirco the mejerity of it had beon brought in by
attondses at the last minutec. The auantity wes so groat, however, that twe full
evonirgs wore requircd for its disposels ‘11 of it went for bargnir prices, toc
~~=original cover drewdings no higher than cizht dollars, original Pinlays no nero
than tx story momusceripts (1rcluc;nc en antographed “orrltt) atlalgs rtyr CYED
Yot so duon was fmerica in the recossion at that time that ahtondcos considered
these pricces modorately high, and the anetionders (Nookou1tz, Taurasi and Giunta)
werc complimentcd on thair salcsmanSulp. ‘

is ean be scon, the charged stmosphore rosulting from cariier friction
vith the Futurions hod boon lars ly dispellced, The only potentinl sourecc of Fur-
ther trouble come whiloe Sylkofe was introducing the notables prosent. [t thot
tinc David Kyle ros and atvtemptcd to ko o motion thnt the six barrod fans bo
allowred te cntor the hall, gyfﬁru, however, doclincd tto recognize the motion,
pointing to the provious docision that motlon wure not to bc consideored. Later,
alter noarly everyone hed loft the hall, & telegran signod "IPxiles” arrived for
David Kyle, romesting hlm to armnounce tnﬂ "Maturian Mocting” and offering rogurds
“So the tyromnous trio.” The committo: rejcrdod this as a delayed signal for Kyle
to creztec a disturbane:s at the gathaoring. This interpretation, of ccursc, was nl-
loizd ©o ba felso by the Eut1r3”nwa

Tho second day of' the convention, July srd, wus to be devoted largsly
tc seienecc, and tho two o'elock eall to ordsr found loss than a hundrod peoplc in
attondanee, tiough inny now faces wore in cvidence,

403kon1tz spoke first, ol the offcct of seiontific advences on tho fan
worls of the fvturo. e onvis Jonod a dny whoen such gnthorings would b truly ine-
tamntional beeouss of groantiy nceclorated transpertaticn deovieces, and cxpracsed
the opinion that sciuncu-flctlon would have ©o race to leep <hedd of scionco.

Yoxt, Sykore spoke on “‘Scioncc and Sciunco-~Fiectien.” Scicnece, he stntod,
had o definite nloco on the agends of mny convontion such as this: "Spuculative
dicenssion as to whot moy be our fubure civilizatien, how scilznec mny imvrovra 1ive
ing conditions, possible supere-sciontific inventions ond discovorioq are 2ot out
o’ plree by any meens, ' He folt that Sheso who wure inspired to hecemo sciontists
through scicnecc~fiction should not o discourn wod,

Ruroy Sibley, the well knowm astronomicel loecturer, vms the foxture
sncalor on the program, His toll, o complete outlinc of presont-day astronomical
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Jmowledgs, was illustrated by the £ilm “sceing tho Tmiverse,” Mr. Sibley thon
snsworcd quostions poscd from thoe flcor, wnd upon complotion of this discussicn
period thero wos o short rocoss.

The auetion was complotcd whon tho group roconvoned, snd 2fterwards the
high-spot of thc convention ocecurrods This was the first scioncc-fiction banquet
nd was held at the Hotol Wyndham in honor of Frank R. Paula. Only thirty-two fons
woro oblc.to afford tho dollar asked for the meal {a figurc that soems ridicu-
lously sheep tedny), but those who did will nover forgot it, rot so mch for the
food {which wns scarcely cxceptional) but for diwc luxurious compactncss of the
private dining roor, tho livoly converscticn end the after-dinnor talks, of which
Willy Loy's wias particularly oxecllont., It wis ono ..M. boforo tho group 1.ft,

The third day of the convention vas dovoted to a soft-ball goma botweon
“he Mucons SFL and tho Philadolphia SFS, though player-solcctions did not adhero
rigidly to this Adividing=linc. The "ucons Cometcers, captaincd by Sam KMoskeowitz,
trouncod the Philadelvhin Fonthers, capbained by Baltadonis, by 2% to 11 in o 9-
inning gamnce i, Longloy Scarles, the "cons' pitcher, hurled throc innings of
scorecloss bolle In tho fourth, howover, hc stroinod his wrist and was roplacced
by Jobn Giuntie, who though’ hit hard, monagod to retain the Ioad miven him ond
finisi- tho gamce Seorles wos whilted fo the outfiuld, and further distinquished
hirsslf by getting five hits in six times ot bat, koskewitz ant Taurasi cach got
six~for-six at thc »l-te, mnd Korshuk .nd Nnzor capable played their short field
end entching assignments, Horo of the Poathers wes irt ¥idacr, who mnde o 'homo
run by the aid of thraoc crrors. Sykora wes batted out of the hox carly, tut ro=-
dcomed himself with = sclid doublo lobtor in tho gomes Thoush such Panthors as
Madle, ..gnowr, Train ond Reinsherg got hits freguently, thoy werc unable to bunch
them offoctively. iHeving piechturcs of tho gamo werc taken by Sykoera, and haveo
ofter boon zhewm ot fan gatheringse Among the audionee wore Ray Brodbury, Ross
Rncklymnc ~nd Charles Mornig,

The avaning of this lost convention day was spont at the nearby World's
Fair srovnds,

The July 7th issue of Tinc magazine gave tho convention - two-colurn
illustrated varit.-up, which unforturatoly oimphasiz.d the juvenilo aspicts. Lotour
necour:ts anpearsd in, The Fow Yorker, "ritor's Digost, Thrilling Wonder S”orios,
amazing Stories, Seicnec Fiction and other poriodieals, That in Thrilling ¥ene
dor featurod photogrephs of tlie conv.nlion committos.

Thrilling Yfonder Storius alse nlayod dinnor host tc tho ccnvention con-
mittce ~s woll as to tha moro distant out~cf«towmers os ickorman, Morojo, Reinse
b.rg, Korshak and Rocklynne.

Tho sixth issuc of Tuw Fundom wns dovoted almost ontirely to tho con=
vention; roprints of (or from) most of tho svicches, rovicws of conventien mego-
zitios, a parfial list of muctioncd itoms and on itemized cxpense account were ine
cludeds IT is intircesting to contrust this lotter with oxpons. aceocunts cof lotor
ey ntions,. and amsing to romouba? hove tho 1939 f~n pross sarcastictilly chal=
l.ng «d suehr an itom as »iric Becle's tiroc~dollar:cerfoarc, incurrcd during nonr=
1y o vaur?s firmc. Slthough the total ineonw of th:z convention (?306;00) Wo.s pive
4 >s torping oxpens s by 35,05, this 'profit hoad actually bocn used tc buy the
wlkings cf fros lunchos for 2f%t.undo.s. Officially, thon, tho convention broke
swenl, Tthousgh actually mency wos losl in thos. miscollonoous, unlisted cxponditurcs
thut 2lrvays accompany proprrations Jur such <n ovents 1t misht be noted ot this
print that the cost of the gnthoring was almost aquelly divided betwocn the fans
até thz profcssionals,

Judgd .5 on oxbrovagont convontion eommitvcs at the time, histery has revealed it
to be the most consorvntivo and ponny=pinching of 211, drawing larscr attondance,
goining morc publicity £8r tho ficld at a lower cost, than wny later convention,
taking no dircet or indircct profit for its worliors,

Of spocicl intorest also was Julius Unger's, Illustratud Nveon Revicw,
wvhic? in addition te suumarizing the main roints of intorcst, contaircd ov.r two
dozen pavtinent photogrovas, ond briefly rovicwed previous stiwllor convonticns in
the ficld. Fanbury Fows, deveted throo issues (,55-57) to the Satharing, Tho Mu~
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turion vicwpeirt was covercd in two numbers of, Looking ‘head, which appoarcd as o
supnlomont to Roburt Lovndes' Scionco Fiction Weokly, Finally, thoroe was Earle
Korshak's "licmioirs of a Now York Trip," publishced in the Junc-Jduly, 1939 issuc of
Fantasy Digest, which gave good coverage to thoe cvunt,

-n appraisal of tho fare-rcaching offocts of the first world convontion
ean be medo morce cloarly and accurabely now, ovor o docade letor, than it could
aove boon shortly after tho ovonts First of all, the convention widencd the po-
tontinl reoeruiting arce for now roadors by attzining publicity in woll knewn, na=-
vionally circulatod poriodicals. This was publicity that the profossional fan-
tasy publishers covld never thomsolves have obtained beeausce it would appear too
cuommcreinl=-=but o show put on by twe hundred fans to extel their choic: of read- -
ing watSer wos dofinitely printabls nowe. ‘sorcovor, dbreoking this ic. medo sub-
scauont writceups sasier to obtain, so that by ncw such general publicity is not
at 211 uncormon.,

5 a corollary to atbracting a largsr audicnce was the atbroction of o
mnbor of now writors to fantasy's couse, ond ns an indiroet rosult of tho cone
vention e mumber of cutstanding now namos bogon to appearin tho magazircs. Soe-
ondly, tho couvention brought about a change in rolations botwoon fons and pro-
fossionals. Previously, seneral aid from the latter to tho formor wos confincd
cxclusively to thoso fow fens who know on opon sosome to the portals, and oll tho
rest found themsolvos held coldly ot arms longth, Mow howover, both fans ond pub-
lishors werc awakenod te thic fert that it vms of matual benefit to cocperato. Tho
old axiom that fans weru foans and pres wore pros, and never vere the twin to moct
wns discarded, Honceforth such magazine feoturos as roviews of fan journols ond
elubs beenzo rogular.

Thirdly....fouds and bickorings osidcesssthe Now York Convontion prosent-
cd substantinl cvidonco thaot fondom was rising to n more moburc loveol; and it wes
thru thc moturo efforts of Julius Schwartz and Conrad Ruppert, indocd, that o largo
measuro of tho svent's succoss wes obtainod.

Finelly, the very success of tho convontion inmarsd that it would bo an
anrual affair thenceforwnrd, With the oxcopbion of tho war yoars, thoro has boon
o world scionce {icvion convuntion overy year, it's site altcrnately noved to ond
fro ocross the oocunbrys Each of theso conventions has proved negsworthy ond the
cumaletive publicity has dono much for the figld. Tho basic ideas uscd in the New
York Convention heve also hoon continuod. .11 others, savo the Pacificon, havo
anintained & throc 2oy schodule. . guest of honor has elways boon chosenes There
Aave bocn awctions to holp pny oxpenscs, ond aftor tho other cvonts, & banguot.
Some form of sonsral enbtertainment in which mony could participatce has becomo tho
rule, first o ball gamo, lator a masquoradc ball, finally an amatour show, Somo
luprovenents have buen made t~o, chicfly the olan of holding the convention in o
hotel, wvherc visiting {fans con roet in smoko-iilled rooms in minor subconventions
of their own,

Scaing all thesc thinge as clearly as wo do today, ono would cortainly
expeel that the first world sciouce fiction convention would have reaped littlo
but praisc. Put theugh credit wvas duly given, unstirtingly, in the gonernl and
profuessioncl publicatiors, the oonvention comnittce was to find fandon's attitude
for, far difforent,
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